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PREFACE TO PART I. 


XN the following work I have aimed at writing a 

working text-book on Statics for the use of Junior 
Students. 

Throughout the book will be found a large nuinl)er 
of examples; most of them, with the exception of 
many of those at the end of the Chapter on Friction 
and the Miscellaneous Examples at the end of the 
volume, are of an easy t3rpe. 

I have tried to make the book complete as far as 
it goes; it is suggested, however, that the student 
should, on the first reading of the subject, onait every- 
thing marked with an asterisk. 

I must express my obligations to my friend 
Mr II, O. Robson, M.A., Fellow and Lecturer of 
Sidney Sussex College, Cambridge, for his kindness 
in reading through the proof-sheets, and for many 
suggestions that he has made to me. 

Any corrections of errors, or hints for improvement 
will be thankfully received. 

S. L. LONEY. 

Barnes, S.W. 

Decetiiber^ 1890. 



PREFACE TO THE FIFTH EDITION 


T he book has been somewhat altered, and I hope 
improved, for this edition, and the type entirely 
re-set. Graphic solutions have been introduced much 
earlier, and more use has been made of graphic methods 
throughout the book. More experimental work has also 
been introduced. 

The chapter on Work has been placed earlier, and 
much greater stress has been laid upon the Principle of 
Work. 

Sundry somewhat long analytical proofs have been 
relegated to the last chapter, and here I have not 
scrupled to introduce alternative proofs involving the 
use of the Differential Calculua 

For ten of the new figures in this book I am much 
indebted to the kindness and courtesy of Dr R. T, 
Glazebrook, who allowed me to use the blocks prepared 
for his Statics. Most of these figures have the additional 
merit of having been drawn from actual appiiratus in 
uso at the Cavendish Laboratory at Cambridge. 

S. L. LONEY. 


R0YAI4 Holloway Ck)LLEaE 

KNaLBFIELD QiUCEN, SUBBKY. 
July 23nX, 1906. 
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STATICS 


CHAPTER 1. 

' INTRODUCTION. 

1. A Body is a portion of matter limited in every 
direction. 

2m Force is anything which changes, or tends to 
change, the state of rest, or uniform motion, of body. 

3. * Rest. A body is said to be at rest wheti^ it does 
not change its position with respect to surrounding objects. 

4. Statics is the science which treats of the action 
of forces on bodies, the forces being so arranged that tlie 
bodies are at rest. 

The science which treats of the action of force on bodies 
in motion is called Dynamics. 

In the more modem system of nomenclature which is gradually 
gaining general acceptance, the science which treats of the action of 
force on bodies is called Dynamics, and it has two subdivisions, 
Statics and Kinetics, treating of the action of forces on bodies which 
are at rest and in motion respectively. 

5. * A Particle is a portion of matter which is in- 
definitely small in size, or which, for the purpose of our 
investigations, is so small that the distances between its 
different parts may be neglected. 
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A body may be rega rded as an indefinitely large number 
of indefinitely small portions, or as a conglomeration of 
particles. 

6. ‘ A Rigid Body is a body iivhose parts always 
j)reserve an invariable position with respect to one another. 

This conception, like that of a particle, is idcfilistic. 
In nature no body is perfectly rigid. Every body yields, 
perliaps only very slightly, if force be applied to it. If a 
rod, made of wood, have one end firmly fixed and the other 
end be pulled, the wood stretches slightly; if the rcxl be 
made of iron the deformation is very much less. 

To simplify our enquiry we shall assume that all tho 
bodies with which we have to deal are perfectly rigid. 

7. Equal Forces. Two forces are said to be equal 
when, if they act on a particle in opposite directions, the 
particle <remains at rest. 

8r BtaJlS. The mass of a body is tho quantity of 
matter in the body. The unit of mass used in England is 
a pound and is defined to be the mass of a certain piece of 
platinum kept in the Exchequer Office. 

Hence the mass of a body is two, three, four... lbs., 
when it contains two, three, four... times as much Hatter 
as the standard lump of platinum. 

In .France, and other foreign countries, the theoretical 
unit of mass used is a gramme, which is equal to about 
15*432 grains. The practical unit is a kilogramme (lOOQ 
grammes), which is equal to about 2*2046 lbs. 

9: Weight. The idea of weight is one with which 
everyone is familiar. We all know that a certain amount 
of exertion is required to prevent any body from falling to 
the ground. The earth attracts .every body to itself with 
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a force wliich, as we shall see in Dynamics, is proportional 
to the mass of the body. 

Tlie force witli which the earth attracts any body to 
itself is called the weight of the body. 

10 . Measwremeni of Force. We shall clioose, as our 
unit of force in Statics, the weight of one pound. The unit 
of force is therefore equal to the force which would just 
support a mass of one pound when hanging freely. 

We shall find in Dynamics that the weight of one 
pound is not quite the Siwne at different points of the 
earth’s surface. 

In Statics, however, we shall not luivc to compare forces 
at different points of the earth’s surface, so that this variation 
in the weight of a pound is of no practical importance ; wo 
shall therefore neglect this variation and assume the weight 
of a pound to be constant. ^ 

11 . In practice the expression “ weight of one pound 
is, in Statics, often shortened into **one pound.’’ The 
student will therefore understand that ‘‘a force of 10 lbs.” 
means “a force equal to the weight of 10 lbs.” 

, Forces represented hy straight Ihies^ A force will 

be coJnpletely known when we know (i) its magnitude, 
(ii) its direction, and (iii) its point of application, i.e. the 
point of the body at which the force acts. 

Hence we can conveniently represent a force by a 
straight line drawn through its point of application; for 
a straight line has both magnitude and direction. 

Thus suppose a straight line OA represents a force, 
equal to 10 lbs. weight, acting at a point 0. A force of 
5 lbs. weight acting in the same direction would be repre- 
sented by OB; where B bisects the distance OA^ whilst a 
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force, equal to 20 lbs. weight, would be represented by OC^ 
where 0^ is produced till AC equals OA, 


C 


O 

An arrowhead is often used to denote the direction in 
which a force acts. 

13. SvhdivisioTis of Force^ There are thr^e different 
forms under which a force may appear when applied to a 
mass, viz. as (i) an attraction, (ii) a tension, and (iii) a 
reaction. 

14. * Attraction. An attraction is a force exerted by 
one body on another without the intervention of any 
visible^instrument and without the bodies being necessarily 
in con^ct. The only example we shall have in this book 
is the attraction which the earth has for every body ; this 
attraction is (Art. 9) called its weight. 

15. * Tension. If we tie one end of a string to any 
point of a body and pull at the other end of the string, we 
exert a force on the body ; such a force, exerted by means 
of a string or rod, is called a tension. 

If the string be light \i.e. one whose weight is so small 
that it may be neglected] the force exerted by the string is 
the same throughout its length. 

For example, if a weight W be 
supported by means of a light 
string passing over the smooth 
edge of a table it is found that the 
same force must be applied to the 
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string whatever be the point, or C of the string at 

wliich tbe force is applied. 


Now the force at A required to support the weight 
is the same in each case ; hence it is clear that the effect 
at A is the same whatever be the point of the string to 
wliich the tension is applied and that the tension of the 
string is therefore the same throughout its length. 

Again, if the weight W be sup- 
ported by a light string passing round 
a smooth peg A, it is found that the 
same force ^nust lie exerted at the other 
end of the string whatever bo the 
direction (AB, AC^ or AD) in which 
the string is pulled and that this force 
is equal to the weight W. 



[These forces may be measured by attaching the free 
end of the string to a spring-balance.] 

Hence the tension of a light string passing nfand' a 
smooth peg is the same throughout its length 

If two or more strings be knotted together the tensions 
are not necessarily the same in each string. 

The student must carefully notice that the tension of a string is 
not proportional to its length. It is a common error lo suppose that 
the longer a string the greater is its tension ; it is true that we can 
often apply our force more advantageously if we use a longer piece of 
string, and hence a beginner often assumes that, other things being 
equal, the longer string has the greater tension. 


16-* Reaction, If one body lean, or be pressed, against 
another body, each body experiences a force at the point of 
contact ; such a force is called a reaction. 

The force, or action, that one body exerts on a second 
body is equal and opposite to the force, or reaction, that 
the second body exerts on the first. 
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This statomont 'vrill 1)6 found to 1)6 includod in Newton’s 
Third Law of Motion [Part II., Art, 73]. 

Examjiles. If a ladder lean against a wall the force 
exerted by the end of the ladder upon tlie wall is equal and 
opposite to tliat exerted by the wall upon the end of the 
ladder. 

If a cube of wood is placed upon a table the force which 
it exerts upon the table is equal and opposite to the force 
which the table exerts on it. 

17. ESquilibrium. When two or more forces act 
upon a body and are so arranged that the body ‘remains at 
rest, the forces arc said to be in equilibrium. 

18. hdroihiction^ or reviovaly of equal and oj>l> 08 lic 
forees. We shall assume that if at any point of a rigid 
body we apply two equal and opposite forces, they will 
have no effect on the equilibrium of the body; similarly, 
that if at any point of a body two ecjual and opposite 
forces ‘are acting tlu?y may be removed. 

19r Princiide of the Transmissihility of Force. If a 
force act at any point of a rigid hody^ it inay he considered 
to act at any other point in its line of action provided that 
th is latter pohit he rigidly connected with the hody. 

Let a force F act at a point A of a body in a direction 
A^r, Take any point i? in AJT and at i? introduce two 
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equal and opposite forces, each equal to Fy acting in the 
directions BA and BX ; these will have no effect on tlie 
equilibrium of the body. 

The forces F acting at A in the direction ABy and F at 
B in the direction BA are equal and opposite; we shall 
assume that they neutralise one another and hence that 
they may be removed. 

We have thus left the force F B acting in the 
direction BX and its effect is the same as that of the 
original force F vAt A, 

The internal forces in the above body would be different 
according as the force F is supposed applied at A or B] 
of the internal forces, however, we do not treat in the 
present book. 

20 . Smooth bodies. If wo place a piece of smooth 
polished wood, having a plane face, upon a table whose top 
is made as smooth as possible we shall find that, if wo 
attempt to move the block along the surface of tl^e table, 
some I’esistanco is axperienced. There is always some 
force, however smull, between the wood and the surface 
of the table. 

If the bodies were perfectly smooth there would l)C 
no force, parallel to the surface of the tabic, between the 
block and the table; the only force betw(ien them would 
be perpendicular to the table. 

Def. When two bodies, which are in contact, are 
j»erfectly smooth the force, or reaction, Iwtween tliem is 
perpendicular to their cuiumon surface at the point of 
contact 
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COMPOSITION AND RESOLUTION OF FORCE& 

• 

21. Suppose a flat piece of wood is resting on a 
smooth table and that it is pulled by means of three strings 
attached to thrcje of its corners, the forces exei-ted by the 
strings being liorizontal; if the tensions of the strings be 
so adjusted that the wood remains at rest it follows tJiat 
the thrdb forces are in equilibrium. 

lienee two of the forces must together exert a force 
equal and opposite to the third. This force, equal an<l 
opposite to the third, is called the resultant of the first two. 

22r Resultant. Def. If two or more forcae P, Q, 
S.,, act upon a rigid body and if a single force^ By can he 
found whose effect upon the body is the same as that of the 
forces Py Qy S.,. this single force Ji is called the res'idtant of 
tlve other forces and the forces Py Qy S,.. are called the com- 
ponents of B. 

It follows from the definition that if a force be applied 
to tlie body equal and opposite to the force By then the 
forces acting on the body will balance and the body be iu 
equilibrium; conversely, if the forces acting on a body 
balance then either of them is equal and opposite to the 
resultant of the others. 
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23. Resultant of forces acting in tJve same atraigM line, 

Jf two forces a<it on a body in the same direction their 

resultant is clcsarly equal to their sum; thus two forces 
acting in the same direction, equal to 5 and 7 lbs. weight 
respectively, are equivalent to a force of 12 lbs. weight 
acting in the same direction as the two forces. 

If two forces act on a body in opposite directions their 
resultant is equal to their difference and acts in the direction 
of the greater; thus two forces acting in opposite directions 
and equal to 9 and 4 lbs. weight respectively are equivalent 
to a force, of 5 lbs. weight acting in the direction of the 
lij*st of the two forces. 

24. * When two forces act at a point of a rigid body in 
different directions their resultant may be obtained by 
means of the following 

Theorem. Parallelogram of Forces. If two 

forces^ acting at a pointy he represented in magnitude and 
direction hy the two sides of a parallelogram drawn f^om one 
of its angular points^ their resultant is represented both in 
magnitude and direction hy the diagorud of the parallelogram 
passing through that angular point. 

This fundamental theorem of Statics, or rather another 
form of it, viz, the Triangle of Forces (Art. 36), was first 
enunciated by Stevinus of Bruges in the year 1586. Before 
his time the science of Statics rested on the Principle of 
the Lever as its basis. 

In the following aHicle we shall give an experimental 
proof; a more formal proof will be found in the last chapter. 

In Art. 72 of Part II. of this book will be found a proof 
founded on Newton’s Ijaws of Motion. 

25. Experimental proof. Let F and G be two 

light pulleys attached to a fixed support; over them let 
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there pass two light strings tied together at Gy and can-ying 
scale^paus L and M at their other ends. 



A second string is knotted at 0 and carries a third 
scale-pan N. 

Into these scale pans are placed known weights, and the 
whole system is allowed to take up a position of equilibrium. 
Let the weights in the scale-pans, together with the weights 
of the scale-pans themselves, he Py Q and P lbs. respectively. 
On a blackboard, or a piece of paper, conveniently 
placed behind the system draw the lines OFy OGy ON" as in 
the figure. 
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Taking some convenient scale (say three inches, or less, 
per one lb.) mark off OA, OB^ and OD to represent JP, 
and R lbs. Complete the parallelogram OACB, Then OC 
will be found to be equal in length, and opposite in direction, 
to OD. 

But, since P, and R balance, therefore R must bo 
equal and opposite to the resultant of P and Q. 

Therefore the resultant of P and Q is represented by 
0(7, i.e. by the diagonal of the parallelogram whose sides 
represent P and Q. 

This ,will be found to be true wliatever be the relative 
magnitudes of P, and i?, provided only that one of them 
is not greater than the sum of the other two. 

In the fifjure P, Q, and R are taken respectively to be 4, 3, and 
5 lbs. In this case, since 5^=4^+ 3^, the angle AOB is a right 
angle. 

When the experiment is performed, it will probably bo 
found that the point 0 may be moved into one of several 
positions close to one another. The reason for this is that 
we cannot wholly get rid of the friction on the pivots of the 
pulleys. The effect of this friction will be minimised, in 
this and similar statical experiments, if the pulleys are of 
fairly large diameter; aluminium pulleys are suitable be- 
cause they can be made of comparatively large size and yet 
be of small weight. 

Apparatus of the solid type shewn in the above figure 
is not necessary for a rough experiment. The pulleys F 
and G may have holes bored through them through which 
bradawls can be put ; these bradawls may then be pushed 
into a vertical blackboard. 

The pulleys and weights of the foregoing experiment may be 
replaced by three Salter’s Spring Balances. Each of these balances 
shews, by a pointer which travels up and down a graduated face, what 
force is applied to the hook at its end. 
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Three light strings are knotted at O and attached to the ends of 
the spring balances.^ The three balances are then drawn out to shew 
any convenient tensions, and laid on a horizontal table and fixed to it 
by hooks or nails as shewn. The readings of the balances then give 
the tensions P| Q, and i2 of the three strings. Just as in the 



preceding exi)eriment we draw lines OA^ OB, and OG to represent 
P, Q, and R on any scale that is convenient, and then verify that OG 
is equal in magnitude and exactly opposite in direction to 0T>, the 
diagonal of the parallelogram of which OA and OB are adjacent 
sides. 

26. To find the direction and magnitude of the re- 
sultant of two forces, wo have to find the direction and 
magnitude of the diagonal of a parallelogram of which the 
two sides represent the forces. 

1 . Find the resultant of forces e<iiial to 12 and 5 Ihs^ weight 
respectively acting at right angles. 
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liot OA and OB rrproRpnt tlio forces so that OA \3 12 units of 
length and OB is 5 units of length; complete the rectangle OACB, 

Then OC^ = OA^ + A (P = 12 ^ + 5^ = 169 , /. 0C=13. 

Also tan COA = ^ ^ = — , 

(JaL lls 

Hence the resultant is a force equal to 13 lbs. weight making with 
the first force an angle whose tangent is -j.j, i.e, about 22° 37'. 

>JII^'3. Find the remUant of forces equal to the weights of 5 and 
3 Ihs. respectively acting at an angle of 60°. 



Tjet OA and OB represent the forces, so thnt OA is 5 units and OB 
3 units of length ; also let the angle AOB be 60°. 

Complete the parallelogram OACB and draw CD perpendicular to 
OA, Then OC represents the required resultant. • 

Now AD = AC cos CAD = 3 cos 60° = | ; OD = 

Mso J)C=^6'8in60®=3^^*. 

a 

^49 = 7 ^ 

wid tan CO/) = = -3997. 

Hence the resultant is a force equal to 7 lbs. weight in a direction 
making with OD an angle whose tangent is *3097. 

On reference to a table of natural tangents this angle is easily seen 
to be about 21° 47'. 

27 - The resultant, Ry of two forces P and Q acting at 
an angle a may be easily obtained by Trigcjnoinetry. 

For let OA and OB represent the forces P and Q acting 
at an angle a. Complete the parallelogram OACB and draw 
CD perpendicular to OA^ produced if necessary. 

Let R denote the magnitude of the resultant. 
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Then OD » OA + AD = OA 4 AG cos DAC 

= P + <J cos BOD = P+Q cos a. 

[IfD £all between O and as in the second figure, wo have 
OD» 0^ -D.4 = 0-4 - J[Coo 3D^C*P- geos (180° - o) =i?+ Q cos a.] 



Also DC = AC sin DAC ^ Q sin a. 

A A*" = OD^ 4- = (P + 0 cos af + {Q sin af 

— + g* + 2P(2 cos a. 

R = Vp*+ Q*+ aPQ COB a (i). 

Also . tan COB = (»)• 


Tlies# two equations give tJie required inagnitudo and 
direction of the resultant. 


Oor. X. If the forces be at right angles, we have a = 90°, so that 
J2 =Vp^ 4 g*, and tan COA ss^. 


Cor. 2. If the forces be each equal to P, we have 
P=sVp*(i + i42co8o) =s pV2(1 + 000 a) 

2.2coB*|s*2Pooag, 


and 


tan COA = . 


Psino 

P+Poose 


A . a a 

2 Bin -008^ 


■ tan 


2 ’ 


so that the resultant of two equal forces bisects the angle between 
them ; this is obvious siso from first principles. ^ 
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EXAMPLES. 1. 

3^, In the following seven examples P and Q denote two com* 
ponent forces acting at an angle a and H denotes their resultant. [The 
results should also be verified by a graph and measurement.] 

(i) . UP=24; 7; «= 90”; find P. 

(ii) . IfP=13; p=14: a= 90°; find Q. 

(iii) . IfP= 7: Q= 8; o= 60'>; find P. 

IfP= 5; g= 9; 0=120“; find P. 

(v). IfP= 3; g= 5;P=7; find o. 

0(). IfP=13; g=14; o=sin-»||; find P. 

(vii). If P= 6; P= 7; o= 60“; find Q. 

Find the greatest and least resultants of two forces whose 
magnitudes are 12 and 8 lbs. weight respectively. 

Forces equal respectively to 3, 4, 5, and 6 lbs. weight act on a 
particle in directions respectively north, south, east, and west; find 
the direction and magnitude of their resultant. 

Forces of 84 and 187 lbs. weight act at right angles ; ^find their 
resultant. 

Two forces whose magnitudes arc P and P^'Jlhs, ^Height act 
on a particle in directions inclined at an angle of to each other; 
find me magnitude and direction of the resultant. 

Two forces acting at an angle of 60° have a resultant equal to 
lbs. weight ; if one of the forces be 2 lbs. weight, find the other 
force. 


7. Find the resultant of two forces equal to the weights of 18 and 
11 lbs. respeotivelr acting at on angle whose tangent is Verify by a 
drawing. 

8. Find the resultant of two forces equal to the weights of 10 and 
9 lbs. respectively acting at an angle whose tangent is Verify by a 
drawing. 

Two equal forces act on a particle ; find the angle between 
them when the square of their resultant is equal to three times their 
product. 

10. Find the mamtude of two forces such that, if they act at 
right angles, their resmtant is ^10 lbs. weight, whilst when they act at 
anstfigle of 60*’ their resultant is ,JIB lbs. weight. 
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11. Find the angle between two equal forces P when their 

p 

resultant is (1) equal to P, (2) equal to 

12. At what angle do forces* equal to {A + If) and (-4 — P), act so 
that the resultant may be a/a* 

13. Two given forces act on a particle; find in what direction a 
third force of given magnitude must act so that the resultant of the 
three may be as £p%at as possible. 

14. By drawing alone solve the following: 

(i) . I£P=10; <3=15; a=37°;findP. 

(ii) . IfP= 9; Q= 7; a=133®; find P. 

(in). IfP=: 7; Q- 5; P=10; find a. 

(iv). If P=7-3; P = 8*7; a= 65®; find Q. 

28 . Two forces, given in magnitude and direction, have 
only one resultant; for only one prrallelogram can be con- 
structed having two lines OA and OB (Fig. Art 27) as 

adjacent sides. 

• 

29 . A force may l)o resolved into two components in 
an infinite number of ways; for an infinite number of 
parallelograms can be constructed having OC as a diagonal 
and each of these parallelograms would give a pair of sucli 
components. 

30} The mo.st important case of the resolution of force, s 
occurs when we resolve a force into two components at 
right angles to one another. 

Suppose we wish to resolve a force I\ represented by 
00, into two components, one of which is in the direction 
OA and the other is perpendicular to OA, 

Draw CM perpendicular to OA and complete the paral- 
lelogram OMCK, The forces represented by OM and ON 
have as their resultant the force OC, so that OM and ON 
are the required components. 
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Let the angle AOG bo ou 




Then OM = 00 cos a — F cos a, 

and ON ^ MG = 0d7sm a = a. 

[If the point M lie in OA produced, backwards, as in the second 
figure, thob component of I' in the direction OA 

-OC cos COM= -OCcos (180°-o)=:0(7cosa=Feosa. 
Also the component perpendicular to OA 

= OxV=iLrC=OCBin COM^Fnin a.] 

Hence, in each case, the required components are 
i^'^eosa and jFsincu 

Thus. a force equal to 10 lbs. weight acting at an angle of 60^ with 
the horizontal is equivalent to 10 cos 60° (= 10 x J =5 lbs. weight) in a 

horizontal direction, and 10 sin 60° (= 10 x ^ = 5 x l'732|r 8*66 Iba. 
weight) in a vertical direction. 

31, Def. The Hesolved Part of a given force in a 
given direction is the component in tlie given direction 
which, with a component in a direction perpendicular to the 
given direction, is equivalent to the given force. 

Thus in the previous article the resolved part of the 
force F in the direction OA is F cos a. Hence 

The Resolved Part of a given force in a given direction is 
obtained by multiplying the given force by the cosine of the 
angle between the given force and the given direction, 

32. A force cannot produce any effect* in a direction 
perpendicular to its own line of action. For (Fig, Art. 30) 
there is no reason why the force ON should have any 
tendency to make a particle at 0 move in the direction OA 



18 


STATICS 


rather than to make it move in tlie direction produced; 
hence the force ON cannot have any tendency to make the 
particle move in either the direction OA ov AO produced. 

Eor example, if a railway carriage be standing at rest 
on a railway line it cannot be made to move along the rails 
by any force which is acting horizontally and in a direction 
perpendicular to the rails. 

33. - The resolved part of a given force in a given 
direction represents the whole effect of the force in the given 
direction. For (Fig. Art. 30) the force OC is completely 
represented by the forces OH and OM. But the force OH 
has no effect in the direction OA. Hence the whole effect 
of the force F in the direction OA is represented by OM^ 
i.e. by the resolved part of the force in the direction OA^ 

84. A force may be resolved into two components in any two 
assigned directions. 

Let tUh oomponenta of a force represented by OC, in the 

C 


O M A 

directions OA and OB be required and let the angles ./I OC and COB 
be a and p respectively. 

Draw CM parallel to OB to meet OA in M and complete the 
parallelogram OMCN, 

Then OM and ON are the required components. 

Since MC and ON are parallel, we have 

OCilf=j3; also OiffCs=180®-CarA»180®-(a+^). 

Since the sides of the triangle CMC are proportional to the, sines 
of the opposite angles, we have 

Oif MC _ OC 
sin OCM ^ sin ilOC ~ sin OMO' 
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OM _KQ _ F 

sm/S”" Bino ~ sui (a+p) * 

Renee tbe required components are 

F -^T—Si ^ • 

Bin(a+p) Bin{a + ^) 

35 . The student must carefully notice that the com- 
ponents of a force in two assigned directions are not the 
same as the resol v^ed parts of the forces in these directions. 
For example, the resolved part of F in the direction OA is, 
by Art. 30, i^cos a. 

EXAMPLES. IL 

Vj; A force equal to 10 lbs. weight is incliDed at an angle of 80° to 
the horizontal; find its resolved parts in a horizontal and vertical 
direction respectively. 

2. Find the resolved x>iurt of a force P in a direction making (3) an 
angle of 45°, (2) an angle equal to cos"^ {\i) with its direction. 

^ A truck is at rest on a railway line and is pulled by a hori- 
zontal force equal to the weight of 100 lbs. In a direction nuking an 
angle of 60° with the direction of the rails; what is the force tending 
to urge the truck forwards? 

Besolve a force of 100 lbs, weight into two equal forces acting 
at an angle of 60° to each other. Verify by a graph and measurement. 

5. Besolve a force of 50 lbs. weight into two forces making angles 
of 60° and 45° with it on opposite sides. Verify by a graph and 
measurement. 

6. Find the components of a force P along two directions making 
angles of 80° and 45° with P on opposite sides. 

7. If a force P be resolved into two forces making angles of 45° 
and 16° with its direction, shew that the latter foroe is ^P« 

8. Find a horizontal force and a force Inclined at an angle of 60° 
with the vertical whose resultant shall be a given vertical foroe F. 

9. If a force be resolved into two opmponent foroea and if one 
oom^nont be at right angles to the force and equal to it in magnitude, 
find the direction and magnitude of the other component. 
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Exs.n 


A force equal to the weight of 20 lbs. acting vertically up- 
wards' is resolved into two forces, one being horizontal and equal to 
the weight of 10 lbs.; what is the magnitude and direction of the 
other force? 

11. By a graphic construction and measurement resolve a force 
equal to 35 lbs. wt. into components making angles of 98° and 40° with 
it on opposite sides. 

36 ; Triangle of Forces. If three forces^ acting at 
a •pointy be represented in rna>gnitude and direction by the 
sides of a tnangle^ taken in order^ they rJoiU be in equi- 
librium. 

Let the forces 1\ Q, and E acting at the point 0 be 
represented in magnitude and direction by the sides ABy 

D 


BCy and CA of the triangle ABC \ they shall be in ^equi- 
librium. 

Complete the parallelogram ABCD. 

The forces represented by BC and AD are the same, 
since BC and AD are equal and parallel. 

Now the resultant of the forces AB and ADy is, by the 
parallelogram of forces, represented by AC, 

Hence the resultant of A By BCy and CA is equal to the 
resultant of forces AC and CAy and is therefore zero. 

Hence the three forces P, Qy and E are in equilibrium. 

Cor. Since forces represented by ABy BCy and CA 
are in equilibrium, and since, when three forces are in 
equilibrium, each is equal and opposite to the resultant 
of the other two, it follows that the resultant oi AB and 
BC is equal and opposite to CAy i.e, their resultant is 
represented by AC, 
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Hence the resultant of two forces, acting at a point 
and represented by the sides AR and JiC of a triangle, 
is represented by the third side AO, 

37. In the Triangle of Forces the student must carefully note 
that the forces must bo parallel to the sides of a triangle taken in 
ordcft i.e. taken the same way round. 

For example, if the first force act in the direction AB, the second 
must act in the direction BC, and the third in the direction CA ; 
if the second force were in the direction CB^ instead of FC, the forces 
would not be in equilibrium. 

The three forces must also act at a point ; if the lines of action of 
the forces were BC, CA^ and AB they would not be in equilbrium ; for 
the forces AB and BC would have a resultant, acting at equal and 
parallel to A<!. The system of forces would then reduce to two equal 
and pai-allel forces acting in opposite directions, and, as we shall 
see in a later chapter, such a pair of forces could not be in 
equilibrium. 

38 . The converse of the Triangle of Forces is also 
true, viz. that If three forces acting at a point he in equi- 
librium they can he represented in magnitude a/nd direction 
hy the sides of any triangle which is drawn so as to Jiave its 
sides respectively parallel to the directions of the forcet^ 

Let the three forces P, (J, and i?, acting at a point 0, 
bo in equilibrium. Measure off lengths OL and OM along 
the directions of P and Q to represent these forces respec- 
tively. 



Complete the parallelogram OLNM and join ON. 

Since the three forces P, and R are in equilibrium, 
each must be equal and opposite to the resultant of the 
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other two. Hence 12 must bo equal and opposite to the 
I'esultant of F and Q, and must therefore l>e represented 
by ITO, Also LH is equal and parallel to OM. 

Hence the three forces F, and F are parallel and 
proportional to the sides OZ, LN, and F’O of the triangle 
OLN. 

Any other triangle, whoso sides are parallel to those of 
the triangle OLN^ will have its sides proportional to those 
of OLN and therefore proportional to the forces. 

Again, any triangle, whose sides are respectively per- 
pendicular to those of the triangle OLN^ will have its sides 
proportional to the sides of OLN and therefore proportional 
to the forces. 

39 . Tlie proposition of the last article gives an easy 
graphical method of determining the relative directions of 
three i[orces which are in equilibrium and whose magni- 
tudes are known. We have to construct a triangle whose 
sides are proportional to the forces, and this, by Euc. i. 22, 
can always be done unless two of the forces added together 
are less than the third. 

^ 40y Xiaml’fl Theorem. If three forces acting on a 
2 xirMe ^eep it in equilihrinm^ each is j>roporlional to the 
sine of the angle between the other two. 

Taking Fig., A.rt 38, let the forces F^ (J, and B be in 
equilibrium. As before, measure off lengths OL and OM to 
represent the forces F and <2, and complete the parallelo- 
gram OLNM. Then NO represents R, 

Since the sides of the triangle OLN are proportional to 
the sines of the opposite angles, we have 
OL _ LN _ NO 
sin LNO * sin LON "" sin OLN 
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But 

sin LNO = sin NOM = sin (180® - QOR) = sin QOR, 
sin LON=^ sin (180® - LOR) = sin ROP, 
and sin OLN s= sin (1 80® — POQ) = sin POQ, 

LN^OM. 

OL OM _ NO 

sin QOR sin RO P ~ sin POQ ' 

P ^ Q _ ^ R 

sin QOR sin ROP sin POQ ' 

41? •Polygon of Forces. If any number of forces^ 
acting on a particle^ he represented^ in magnitude and 
direction^ hy tJts sides of a polygon^ taken in order, the 
forces diall he in equHihrium. 


F 


Let the sides ARt BG, CD, DE, EF and FA of the 
polygon ABCDEF represent the forces acting on a particle 
0. Join AG, AD and AE, 

By the corollary to Art. 36, the resultant of forces ^B 
and BC is represented by AC, 

Similarly the resultant of forces AG and CD is repre- 
sented by AD ; the resultant of forces AD and DE by AE) 
and the resultant of forces AK and EFhy AF. 

Hence the resultant of all the forces is equal to the 
resultant of AF and FA, ue, the resultant vanishes. 




Also 

Hence 

t.e. 
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Hence the forces are in equilibrium, 

A similar method of proof will apply whatever be the 
number of forces. It is also clear from the proof that the 
sides of the polygon need not be in the same plane. 

The converse of the Polypfon of Forces is not true ; for the ratios of 
the sides of a polygon are not known when the directions of the sides 
are known. For example, in the above figure, we might take any 
point A' on AB and draw A^F' parallel to AF to meet EF in F ' ; the 
new polygon A^BCBEF* has its sides respectively parallel to those of 
the polygon ABCDEF but the corresponding sides are clearly not 
proportional. 


42. The resultant of two forces^ acting at a 0 in 

directions OA and OB and represented in 7nagnitude hy 
\ . OA a7id p , OBy is represented hy (A. + /x) . 0(7, where C is 
a jwint in A B such that X . = /x . CB, 

For let C divide the lino AB^ such that 

\.CA:^p..CB. 


B 



Complete tho parallelograms OCAD and OCBE, : 

By the parallelogram of forces the force X . OA is 
equivalent to forces represented by X . OC and X . OD. 

Also the force /x . OB is equivalent to forces represented 
by p , OG and /x . OE, 

Hence the forces X . OA and /x . OB are together equiva- 
lent to a force (X + y) OC together with forces X . OD and 
j|A. OE. 
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But, (since X . OD = X . CA = /a . CB = /x . OE) these two 
latter forces are equal and opposite and theroforo are iu 
equilibrium. 

Hence the resultant is (X +/a). OC* 

Cor. The resultant of forces represented by OA and 
OB is 20C^ wliere G is tho middle point of AB, 

This is also clear from the fact that OC is half the 
diagonal OD of tlie parallelogram of which OA and OB are 
adjacent sides. 


, EXAMPLES. III. 

Three forces acting at a point are in equilibrium ; if they 
make angles of 120° with one another, shew that they are equol. 

If tho angles are 60'^, 150°, and 150°, in what proportions are tho 
forces ? 

Three forces acting on a particle are in equilibrium ; the angle 
between tho first and scrund is 90° and that between the second and 
third is 120°; find the ratios of the forces. 

\3^'^Forces equal to IP, 6P, and 8P acting on a particle arc in 
equilibrium; find, by geometric construction and by calculation, tho 
angle between the latter pair of forces. » 

>4r Forces equal to 5P, 12P, and 13P acting on a particle arc in 
equilibrium; find by geometric construction and by calculation the 
angles between their directions. 

5. Construct geometrically the directions of two forces 2P and 
3P which make equilibrium with a force of 4P whose direction is 
given. 

\S, The sides AB and of a triangle ABC are bisected in D and 
^ ; shew that the resultant of forces represented by BE and DC is 
represented in magnitude and direction by ^-BG, 

7. P is a particle acted on by forces represented by X.-dPand 
X . PB where A and B are two fixed points; shew that their resultant 
is constant in magnitude and direction wherever the point P may be. 

8, ABCD is a parallelogram; a particle P is attracted towards A 
and C by forces which are proportion^ to PA and PC respectively and 
repeUed from B and D by forces proportional to PB and PD ; shew 
that P is in equilibrium wherever it is situated. 

The following are to be solved by goomatrle eonatraetioii. In 
each case P and Q are two forces inclined at an angle a and B is their 
respltant malhang an angle $ with P. 
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Exs. Ill 


9. P=251b8. wt., ^=20 lbs. wt. and ^ = 35®; find 11 and a. 

10. P=50 kilop:.; C?=60 kilog. and 22 = 70 kilog. ; find a and 6, 

11. 2-' = 30, 22 = 40 and a = 130®; find Q and B. 

12. P= 60, a = 75® and ^ = 40® ; find Q and 22. 

13. 2^=60, 22 = 40 and ^=50°; find Q and a. 

14. P = 80, 0=55® and 22=100; find Q and B. 

15. A boat is being towed by means of a rope which makes an 
angle of 20® with the boat’s length; assuming that the resultant 
reaction 22 of the water on the boat is inclined at 40° to the boat’s 
length and that the tension of the rope is equal to 5 cwt., find, by 
drawing, the resultant force on the boat, supposing it to be in the 
direction of the boat’s length. 


EXAMPLES. IV. 

1. Two forces twi at an angle of 120®. The greater is represented 
by 80 and the resultant is at right angles to the less. Find the latter. 

2. If one of two forces be double the other and the resultant be 
equal to the greater force, find the angle between the forces. 

3. Two forces acting on a particle are at right angles and are 
bn]ance<f by a third force making an angle of 150® with one of them. 
The greater of the two forces being 3 lbs. weight, what must be the 
values ot the other two ? 

4. The Te.sultnnt of two forces acting at an angle equal to -ads 
of a right angle is pei’pendicular to the smaller component. The 
greater being equal to 30 lbs. weight, find the other component and 
the resultant. 

5. The magnitude.^ of two forces are as 8 : 5, and the direction of 
the resultant is at right angles to that of the smaller force; compare 
the magnitudes of the larger force and of the resultant. 

6. The BUiTi of two forces is 18, and the resultant, wliose direction 
is perpendicular to the lesser of the two forces, is 12; find the magni- 
tude of the forces. 

7. If two forces P and Q act at such an angle that 22 = P, shew 
ihiit, if P be doubled, the new resultant is at right angles to Q. 

8. The resultant of two forces P and Q is equal to ,J^Q and 
makes an angle of 30® with the direction of P; shew that P is either 
equal to, or is double of, Q. 

9. Two forces equal to 2P and P respectively act on a particle ; if 
the first be doubled and the second increased by 12 lbs. weight the 
direction of the resultant is unaltered; find the value of P. 
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" 10 , 


The resultant of two forces JP and Q acting at an angle la 


equal to (2m + l)N/jp=*+ Q* ; when they act at an angle 90® the 
resultant is (2m-l) ; prove that 


. ^ w- 1 

tan^= , 

m + 1 


The resultant of forces P and Q is P; if Q he doubled H is 
d^blcd, whilst, if Q be reversed, P is again doubled ; shew that 

P ; g : P :: v'2 : ^3 : ^/2. 


12. If the resultant, P, of two forces P and g, inclined to one 
another at any given angle, make an angle B with tlie direction of P, 
show that the resultant of forces (P + P) and g, acting at the same 

0 

^ven angle, will make an angle - with the direction of (P+P). 


13, Three given forces acting at a point are in equilibrium. If 
one of them be turned about its point of application through a given 
angle, find by a simple oonstruction the resultant of the three, and, if 
the inclination of the force continue to alter, shew that the inclination 
of the resultant alters by half the amount. 

14, Decompose a force, whose magnitude and line of action are 
given, into two equal forces passing through two given points, giving 
a geometrical construction, (1) when the two points are on the same 
side of the force, (2) when they are on opposite sides. 

• 

15, Two given forces act at two given points of a body; if they 
are turned round those points in the same direction through any two 
equal angles, shew that their resultant will always pass through a 
fixed point. 

16, A, P, and C are three fixed points, and P is a point such 
that the resultant of forces PA and PB always passes through C; shew 
that the locus of P is a straight line. 

17, A given force acting at a given point in a given direction is 
resolv^ into two components. If for all directions of the components 
one remains of invariable magnitude, shew that the extremity of the 
line representing the other lies on a definite circle. 

18, Shew that the system of forces represented by the lines 
joining any point to the angular points of a triangle is equivalent to 
the system represented by sti^ht lines drawn from the same point to 
the middle points of the sides of the triangle. 

19, Find a point within a quadrilateral such that, if it be acted 
on by forces represented by the lines joining it to the angular points 
of the quadrilateral, it will be in equilibrium. 
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Exs. IV 


20. Four forces act along and are proportional to the sides of the 
quadrilateral ABCD ; three act in the directions AB^ BC^ and CD and 
the fourth acts from A Xo find the magnitude and direction of 
their resultant, and determine the point in which it meets CD. 

21. The sides BC and DA of a quadrilateral ABCD are bisected 
in F and H respectively; shew that if two forces parallel and equal to 
A B and DC act on a particle, then the resultant is parallel to IIF and 
equal to 2 . 7i F 

22. The sides A /?, DC, CD, and DA of a quadrilateral -dDCD are 
bisected at E, F, G, and H respectively. Shew that the resultant of the 
forces acting at a point which are represented in magnitude and 
direction by FG and IfF is represented in magnitude and direction 
by AC. 

23. From a point, P, within a circle whose centre is fixed, 
straight lines PA^t PA.^^ and PA^ are drawn to meet tlie circum- 
ference, all being equally inclined to the radius through P; shew 
that, if these linos represent forces radiating from P, their result- 
ant is independent of the magnitude of the radius of the circle. 



CHAPTER III. 


COMPOSITION AN D RESOLUTION OF FORCES {contimie<t). 

43. The sum of the resolved •parts of two forces in 
a given direction is equal to the resolved pari of their re- 
sultant in the same direction. 

Let OA and OB represent the two forces F and (2, and 
0(J their resultant so that OACB is a parallelogram. 



Let OX be tlie given direction; draw AL^ BM^ and GN 
perpendicular to OX and AT perpendicular to CX, 

The sides of the two triangles OBM^ ACT are respec- 
tively parallel, and OB is equal to .467 in magnitude ; 

OM^AT^LN, 

Hence OX =^0L + LN ^OL + OM. 

But OL^ OM^ and OX represent respectively the resolved 
parts of P, Q, and R in the direction OX, 

Hence the theorem is proved. 

The theorem may easily be extended to the resultant of 
any number of forces acting at a point. 
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44. To find thA rfAullant of cmy nwmh**.r of forces 
in one plane cutting upon a pa/rticle. 

Let the forces P, i?... act upon a particle at 0* 



Through 0 draw a fixed line OX and a line 0¥ at right 
angles to 0X> 

Let the forces -P, Q, If, make angles a, y... with 

OX, 

The components of the force P in the directions OX 
and 0 Y are, by Art. 30, P cos a and P sin a respectively ; 
simijarlj, the components of Q are Qcob^ and Qsln/B; 
sifijiilady for Jb^e other forces. 

' Hence^the-lor^s are equivalent to a component, 
jPcosa ^ ^cos cosy... along OX, 
ani^A,po;ngonent,| 

. :Psin«r+ Qsin^ + P sin y... along OY, 

Let these components be X and T respectively, and let 
F 1)0 their resultant inclined at an angle $ to OX, 

Since F is equivalent to FcoaO along OX, and /'sin^ 
along 0 Y, wo have, by the previous article, 


Foob$ = X. ( 1 ), 

and ^sintf- Y. (2). 

Hence, by squaring and adding, 


I T 

Also, by division, tan ^ 



COMPOSITION AND RESOLUTION OF FORCES 31 


These two equations give F' and fc., the magnitude 
and direction of the required resultant. 

Ex. 1. A particle is acted upon hy three forces^ in one planet equal 
to 2, 2tJ2t and 1 Ihs, weight respectively ; the first is horizantalt the 
second acts at 45® to the horizon, and the third is vertical; find their 


resultant. 


Here 

.f =2 \ 2^2 ooa45°+0=2 + 2v/2 . -^, = 4, 


r=0 + 2v/2siii45“+l = 2,y2. -i; + l»3. 

Hence 

Pcos^ = 4; Psin^=3; 


F= + 32 = 5 , and tan 

The resultant is therefore a force equal to 5 lbs. weight acting at 
an angle with the horizontal whose tangent is | , t.c. 86® 52'. 

Ex. Stm A particle is acted npo^i hy forces represeitied hy P, 
2P, 3i^3P, and 4P; the angles between the first and secmid, the 
second and third, and the third and fourth are 60®, 90®, and 160® 
respectively. Shew that the resultant is a force P in a direction 
inclined at an angle of 120® to that of the first force. 

In this example it will be a simplitication if we take the fixed line 



OX to coincide with the direction of the first force P; let XOX* and 
TOY* be the two fixed lines at right angles. 

The second, third, and fourth forces are respectively in the first, 
second, and fourth quadrants, and we have cleai'ly 

BOX»60®; COX'«80®; and Z)OZ*60®. 
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The first force has no component along OF. 

The second force is equivalent to components 2Pcob60® and 
2Psin60° along OX and OY respectively. 

The third force is equivalent to forces 

3^3Poos30® and 3/,y3Psin30® 
along OX^ and OF respectively, 

f.tf. to forces - 3/,y3Pcoa30° and S^ySPsin 30" along OX and OF. 

So the fourth force is equivalent to 4Poos60° and 4Psin60° along 
OX and OF', i.e, to 4Poos 60° and -4Psin60° along OX and OF. 
Hence X=P + 2Poo8 60°-3^3Pcos30° + 4Pcos60° 


and 


F= 0 4- 2P sin 60° + 3 ^SP sin 80° - 4P sin 60® 
» -P^/a + ^ P. 


Hence, if F be the resultant at an angle $ with OJT, we have 

F--Jx*+ r='=p. 


and 


tan 0 = ~ =s - ^3 s= tan 120®, 


so that the resultant is a force P at an angle of 120° with the first 
force. 


45. Graphical Construction. The resultant of 
a system of forces acting at a point may also be obtained 
by means of the Pol3''gon of Forcca. For, (Fig. Art, 41,) 
forces acting at a point 0 and represented in magnitude 
and direction by the sides of the polygon ABC DEF are in 
e<iuilibriura. Hence the resultant of forces represented by 
ABy BCy CDy DEy and A’P^must be equal and opposite to 
the remaining force FAy i.c., the resultant must be repre- 
sented by AF, 

It follows that the resultant of forces P, Qy liy Sy and T 
acting on a particle may be obtained thus ; take a point A 
and draw AB parallel and proportional to jP, and in 
succession BCy CD, DE, and EF parallel and proportional 
respectively to Qy By Sy and the required resultant will 
be represented in magnitude and direction by the line AF* 
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The same construction would clearly apply for any 
number of forces. 

Sx. Four forces equal to 2, 2 ^ , 1 and 3 Itilogranimes wt^ act along 
straight lines 0I\ OQ, OJlandOS^such that A POQ =40^, / <^0i2s=100“, 
and / POS = 125°; find their resultant in nuigniiude ami direciioUm 


D 



Draw AB parallel to OP and equal to 2 inches; through B draw BC 
parallel to O^and equal to 2*5 inches, and then CT> parallel to 072 and 
equal to 1 inch, and finally BE parallel to OS and equal to 3 inches. 
On measurement we have AE equal to 2-99 inches and / BAE equal 
to a little over 14°. 

Hence the resultant is 2*99 kilogrammes wt. acting at 14° to OP, 

EXAMPLES. V. 

[Questions 2, 3, 4, 5, and 8 are suitable fur graphic solutions.'\ 

1. Forces of 1, 2, and fJZ lbs. weight act at a point A in 
directions AP^ AQ, and AB, the angle PAQ being 60° and PAR a 
right angle; find their resultant. 

2. A particle is acted on by forces of 5 and 3 lbs. weight which 
are at right angles and by a force of 4 lbs. weight bisecting the angle 
between them ; find the force that will keep it at rest. 

3. Three equal forces, P, diverge from a point, the middle one 
being inclined at an angle of 60° to each of me others. Find the 
resultant of the three. 
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Exb.V 


4. Three /oroes 6P, lOP, and 13 P act in one plane on a particle, 
the angle between any two of their directions being 120'^. Find the 
magnitude and direction of their resultant. 

5. Forces 2P, 3P, and 4P act at a point in directions parallel to 
the sides of an equilateral triangle taken in order ; And the magnitude 
and line of action of the resultant. 

6. Forces Pj , 1 \ , P3 , and P. act on a particle O at the centre of a 
square ABCD\ Pj and P^ act along tlio diiVgonaU OA and OB, and 
Pg and P4 perpendicular to 'the sides AB and BC. If 

Pi : Pa : Pg : P 4 :: 4 ; 6 : 5 : 1, 

find the magnitude and direction of their resultant. 

7. ABCD is a square; forces of 1 Ib.^wt., 6 Ihs. wt., and 9 lbs. wt. 
act in the directions AB, AC, and AD respectively ; find the magnitude 
of their resultant correct to two places of decimals. 

8. Five forces, acting at a point, are in equilibrium; four of 
them, whose respective magnitudes are 4, 4, 1, and 3 lbs. weight make, 
in succession, angles of 60° with one another. Find the magnitude 
of the fifth force. Verify by a drawing a..d measurement. 

9. Four equal forces P, Q, M, and ^ act on a particle in one 
plane ; the angles between P and Q, between Q and R, and between 
Ji and iSure all equal and that between P and S is 108°. Find their 
resultant. 

10. Forces of 2, *^3, 6, yf‘d, and 2 lbs, wt. respectively act at 
one of the angular points of a regular hexagon towards the five other 
angular points; find the direction and msgnitude of the resultant. 

11. Forces of 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6 lbs. wt. respectively act at an 
nngidar point of a regular hexagon towards the other angular points 
taken In order; find their result^t. 

12. Shew that the resultant of forces equal to 7, 1, 1, and 8 lbs. 
wt. respectively acting at an angular point of a regular^ pentagon 

' towards the other angular points, taken in order, is V71 lbs. wt. 
Verily by a drawing and measurement. 

13. Equal forces P act on an angular point of an octagon towards 
eflxsh of the other angular points; find their resultant. 

By the use of trigonometrical Tables, or by a grapHio construction 
find the magnitude (to two places of decimals) and the duration (to 
the nearest minute by calculation, and to the nearest degree by 
drawing) of the resultant of 

14. three foroei equal to 11, 7» and 8 lbs. weight, making iowes 
of 18°18', 74°50', and i30°20' with a fixed line. 
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15. four forces equal to 4, 8, 2, and 1 lb. weight, making angles 
of 20’^, 40°, 60°, and 80° with a fixed line, 

10, four forces equal to 8, 12, 15, and 20 Iba. weight, making 
angles of 30°, 70°, 120° 15', and 155° with a fixed line, 

17, three forces equal to 85, 47, and G3 kilog. wt. acting along 
lilies OJ, Oli, and <JC, where z AOJjx7H^ ami / /?OC7=125°. 

46 . To find the conditions of equllihrium of any 
nwrnber of forces acting upon a pa/rticle. 

Let the forces act upon a particle 0 as in Art. 44. 

If the forces balance one another the resultant must 
vanish, Le, F must be zero. 

Hence X"+ r« = 0. 

Now the sum of the squares of two real quantities 
cannot bo zero unless each quantity is separately zero; 

X=:0, and r = 0. 

Hence, if the forces acting on a particle be ir^ equi- 
librium, the algebraic sum of their resolved parts in tw'o 
directions at right angles are separately zero. 

Conversely, if the sum of their resolved parts in two 
directions at riglit angles separately vanisli, the forces are 
in equilibrium. 

For, in this case, both X and Y are zero, and therefore 
F is zero also. 

Hence, since the resultant of the forces vanishes, the 
forces are in equilibrium. 

47 . ** When there are only three forces acting on a 
the conditions of equilibrium are often most easily 

found by applying Lami’a Theorem (Art. 40). 
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»4B« Bz. 1. A body of 65 Ibi, freight is suspended by two strings 
of lengths 5 and 12 feet attached to two points in the same horizontal 
line whose distance apart is 13 feet ; find tJie tensions of the strings. 

Let A C and BC be the two strings, so that 

^C=5ft., BC*12ft., and ^J3=13ft. 



Since 13^=:;12-+5^, the angle ACB is a right angle. 

Let the direction CE of the weight be produced to meet AB in D; 
also let the angle CBA be d, so that 

ZACD=:90^^ IBCD^ iCBV^e, 

Let 2\ and be the tensions of the strings. By Laml’a theorem 
we have 

^ . 

sinifJCB sin j&’CZ sinllCB* 

. . 

sinBCi) sin^ sin 90° * 

Ti = 65 cos and = 65 sin d. 

But co8ff = ^=-,andB.n<» = -^=j 5 ; 

7\=s60, and 2r2=25 lbs. wt. 

Otl&erwlM tkiuM ; The triangle A CB has its sides respectively per- 
pendicular to the directions of the forces , and 65 ; 

H - is . 

BC~CA 'AB' 

r, = 66|^ = 60, and !r 2 = 65^*26. 

Orapbleally ; produce BC to meet a vertical line through A in 0. 
Then ACO is a triangle having its sides parallel to the three forces 
Ti, T^f and W, Hence it is the triangle of forces, and 

T, ir 
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Sx. A string ABCD^ attached to two fured points A and D, has 
two equal weights^ W, knotted to it at B and C and rests with the 
portions AB and CD inclined at angles of 30° and 60° respectively 
to the vertical. Find the tensions of the portions of the string and the 
inclination of BC to the vertical. 

Let the tensions in the strings be T,, and respectively and 
let BG bo inclined at an angle B to the vertic^. 

[N.B. The string BG pulls B towards C and pulls C towards B, 
the tension being the same throughout its length.] 

Since B is in equilibrium the vertical components and the hori- 
zontal components of the forces acting on it must both vanish 
(Art. 46). 



Honoe 2^ cos 30° - Tg cos ^ = ir. -(I), 

and Tj sin 30° - 3 j sin 0 (2). 

Similarly, since C is in equilibrium, 

3^3 cos 60°-|- Tg cos W (3), 

and TjSin 60°- TgBin ^=0 (4). 

From (1) and (2). substituting for 3\, we have 

jy=T 2 [cot 30° sin B - cos B] = [y/B sin B - cos <?] (5) . 

So from (3) and (4), substituting for T,, wo have 

7r= Tg [cot 60° sin ^ + cos ^]= Tj sin ^ -t- cos ^"1 (6) ; 


therefore from (5) and (6), 

^3 sin B - cos sin ^+cos ^ ; 

2 8ind=2^3oos^ ; 

.% tan^=;i^3, and hence ^=60°. 
Substituting this value in (3), wo have 
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Henoe from (2), we have 

and from (4) 


T —T ^ — ir* /3 
T’ — 7* ^ -- T’ — 


Henoe the inclination of BC to the vertical is 60°, and the tensions 
of the portions AB^ BG, and CD are W,JSt and (K respectively. 


EXAMPLES. VI. 

1, Two men carry a weight TT between them by means of two 
ropes fixed to the weight ; one rope is inclined at 45° to the vertical 
and the other at 30° ; find the tension of each rope. 

v2. A body, of mass 2 lbs., is fastened to a fixed point bv means 
of a string of length 25 inches ; it is acted on by a horizontal force F 
and rests at a distance of 20 inches from the vertical line through 
the fixed point ; find the value of F and the tension of the string. 

v3. A body, of mass 130 lbs.» is snspended from a horizontal beam 
by strings, whose lengths are respectively 1 ft. 4 ins. and 5 ft. 8 ins., 
the strings being fastened to the l^am at two points 5 ft. 5 ins. apart. 
What are the tensions of the strings? 

4. A body, of mass 70 lbs., is suspended by strings, whose len^bs 
are 6 and 8 feet resp^tively, from two points in a horizontal line 
whose distance apart is 10 feet; find the tensions of the strings. 

5. A mass of CO lbs. is snspended by two strings of lengths 
9 BJid 12 feet respectively, the other ends of the strings l^ing attached 
to two points in a horizontal line at a distance of 15 feet apart ; find 
the tensions of the strings. 

O.'^A string snspended from a ceiling snpports three bodies, each 
of mass 4 lbs., one at its lowest point and each of the others at 
equal distances from its extremities; find the tensions of the parts 
into which the string is divided. 

7, Two equal masses, of weight IT, are attached to the extremities 
of a thin string which passes over 8 tacks in a wall arranged in the 
form of an isosceles tnansle, with the base horizontal and with a 
vertical angle of 120°; find the pressure on each tack, 

8. A stream is 96 feet wide and a boat is dragged down the middle 
of &e stream by two men on opposite banks, each of whom polls 
with a force equal to 100 lbs., wt. ; if the ropes be attached to the some 
point of the boat and each be of length 60 feet, find the resultant 
force on the boat. 
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9. A string passing over two smooth parallel bars in the satne 
horizontal plane has two equal weights fastened to its ends and 
another equal weight is fastened to a point of the string between the 
bars; find the position of equilibrium of the system and the thrust 
upon each bar. 

10. A string is tied to two points in a horizontal plane ; a ring of 
weight 27 lbs. can slide freely along the string and is pulled by a 
horizontal force equal to the weight of P lbs. If in the position of 
equilibrium the portions of the string be inoliued at angles of and 
75° to the vertical, find the value of P. 

11. Two weightless rings slide on a smooth vertical circle and 
through the rings passes a string which carries weights at the two 
ends and at a point between the rings. If equilibrium exist when 
the rings are at points distant 30° from the highest point of the circle, 
find the relation between the three weights. 

12. Two masses, each equal to 112 lbs., are joined by a string 
which passes over two small smooth pegs, A and P, in the same 
horizontal plane ; if a mass of 5 lbs. bo attached to the string halfway 
between A and P, find in inches the depth to which it will descend 
below the level of AB^ supposing .4 B to be 10 feet. 

What would happen 'f the small mass were attached to any other 
point of the string? 

• 

13. A body, of mass 10 lbs., is suspended by two strings, 7 and 24 
inches long, their other ends being fastened to the extremities of a 
rod of len^h 25 inches. If the be so held that the body bangs 
immediately below its middle point, find the tensions of the string. 

14. A heavy chain has weights of 10 and 16 lbs. attached to its 
ends and hangs in equilibrium over a smooth pulley ; if the greatest 
tension of the chain be 20 lbs. wt., find the weight of the chain. 

15. A heaw chain, of length 8 ft. 9 ins. and weighing 15 lbs., 
has a weight of 7 lbs. attached to one end and is in equilibrium 
hanging over a smooth peg. What length of the chain is on each 
side? 


16, A body is free to slide on a smooth vertical oiroular wire and 
is connected by a string, equal in len^ to the radius of the circle, 
to the highest point of the circle ; find the tension of the string and 
the reaction of the circle. 

17. A uniform plane lamina in the form of a rhombus, one of 
whose angles is 120°, is suT^rted by two forces applied at the centre 
in the directions of the diagonals so that one side of the rhombus 
is horizontal ; shew that, if P and Q be the forces and P be the 
greater, then 
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18 . The ends of a driving rein are passed through two smooth 
rings which are fastened, one to each side of the bit. They are then 
doubled back and tied to fixed points in the headpiece one on each 
side of the horse’s head. Find the pressure produced by the bit on 
the horse’s tongue by a given pull P of the driver. 

39. Three equal strings, of no sensible weight, are knotted 
together to form an equilateral triangle ABC and a weight W is 
suspended from A. If the triangle and weight be supported, with BG 
horizontal, by means of two strings at B and C, each at the angle 
of 135° with PC, shew that the tension in BC is 
W 

20. Three weightless strings AC^ BC, and AB are knotted to- 
gether to form an isosceles triangle whose vertex is C. If a weight W 
be suspended from C and the whole be supported, with.^P horizontal, 
by two forces bisecting the angles at A and B, find the tension of the 
string AB. 

21. A weightless string is suspended from two points not in the 
same horizontal line and passes through a small smooth heavy ring 
which is free to slide on the string ; find the position of equilibrium of 
the ring. 

If the ring, instead of being free to move on the string, be tied to 
a given 'j^int of it, find equations to give the ratio of the tensions of 
the two portions of the string. 

22. ''Four pegs are fixed in a wall at the four highest mints of a 
regular hexagon fthe two lowest points of the hexagon being in a 
horizontal straight line) and over these is thrown a loop supporting a 
weight Wl the loop is of such a length that the angles foimed by 
it at the lowest pegs are right angles. Find the tension of the string 
and Ihe pressures on the pegs. 

23. Explain how the force of the current may be used to urge 
a ferry-boat across the river, assuming that the centre of the boat 
is attached by a long rope to a fixed point in the middle of the 
stream. 

24. Explain how a vettsA is enabled to sail in a direction nearly 
opposite to tluU of the wind. 

Shew also that the sails of the vessel should he set so as to bisect 
the angle between the keel and the apparent directum of the wind in 
order that the force to urge the vessel forward may be as great as 
possible. 

[Let AB be the direction of the keel and therefore that of the 
blip’s motion, and OA the apparent direction of the wind, the angle 
OAB being acute and equal to a. Let AC he the direction of the sail, 
AC being between OA sad AB and the angle BAG being d. 
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Let P be the force of the wind on the sail ; resolve it in directions 
along and peroendicular to the sail. The component (KA = ) Pcos (a - 6) 
along the sail has no effect. The component (LA = ) P sin (a - 6) per- 
pendicular to the sail may again be resolved into two, viz, (NA=) 
P sin (a cost? perpendicular to AB and (iLr^=)pBin(a- 
along AB, 



The former component produces motion sideways, i,e, in a direction 
perpendicular to the length of the ship. This is called lee-way and is 
considerably lessened by the shape of the keel which is so desired as 
to give the greatest possible resistance to this motion. 

The latter component, P sin (a - ^) sin d, along if P is never zero 
unless the sail is set in either the direction of the keel or of the wind, 
or unless a is zero in which case the wind is directly opposite to the 
direction of the ship. 

Thus there is always a force to make the ship move forward ; but 
the rudder has to be continually applied to counteract the tendency 
of the wind to turn the boat about. 

This force = ^P[oos (a - 20) — cos a] and it is therefore greatest when 

cos (a -2^) is greatest, i.e, when a-2^=;0, i.e, when t.e. when 

the direction of the sail bisects the angle between the keel and the 
apparent direction of the wind.] 


49. Examples of graphical solution. Many 
problems which would be difficult or, at any rate, very 
laborious, to solve by analytical methods are comparatively 
®asy,to solve graphically. 
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These questions are of common occurrence in en- 
gineering and other practical work. There is generally 
little else involved besides the iTse of the Triangle of Forces 
and Polygon of Forces. 

The instruments chiefly used are : — Compasses, Kulers, 
Scales and Diagonal Scales, and Protractors for measuring 
angles. 

The results obtained are of course not mathematically 
accurate; but, if the student be careful, and skilful in 
the use of his instruments, the answer ought to be trust- 
worthy, in general, to the flrst place of decimals. 

In the following worked out examples the figures are 
reduced from the original drawings ; the student is recom- 
mended to re-draw them for himself on the scale mentioned 
in each example. 

50i Bx. 1. ACDB U a string whose ends are aUached to two 
points, A and B, which are in a horizontal Une and are seven /set 



A B 
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apart. The lengths of AG, CD, and DB are 8^, 8, and 4 feet respec^ 
lively, and at C is attached a one-pound weight. An unJernnun weight 
is attached to D of such a magnitude that, in the position of equiWrrium, 
CDB is a right angle. Find the magnitude of this weight and the 
tensions qf the springs. 

Let Ti, Tgi and be the required tensions and let x lbs. be the 
weight at D, 

Take a Tertical line OL, one Inch in length, to represent tbe 
weight, one pound, at C, Through O draw OM parallel to ^C, and 
through L draw LM parallel to CD, 

By the triangle of forces OM represents and LM represents T2. 

Produce OL vertically downwards and through 31 draw MN 
parallel to BD, 

Then, since LM represents 22, it follows that T3 is represented by 
MN, and x by LN, 

By actual measurement, we have 

OM-=3-06ins., Lilf= 2*49 ins., ins., 

and =5*63 ins. 

Hence the weight at D is 6*63 lbs. and the tensions are respectively 
8*05, 2*49, and 5*1 lbs. wt. 

Sx. 2. A and B are txco points in a horizontal line at a distance 
of Infect apart; AO and OB are two strings of lengths 6 and 12 feet 
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carrying^ at O, a body of weight 20 Jha. ; a third string ^ attached to the 
body at O, passes over a> small sinaoth pulley at the middle pointy C, of 
AB and is attached U? a body of weight 5 lbs.; find the tensions of the 
strings AO and OB. 

Let Tj and be the required tensions. On OC mark off OL, 
equal to one inch, to represent the tension, 5 lbs. wt., of the string OC, 
Draw LM vertical and equal to 4 inches. Through M draw MN^ 
parallel to OD^ to meet AO produced in N. 

Then, by the Polygon of Forces, the lines ON and NM will 
represent the tensions 2] and T^, 

On measurement, ON and NM are found to be respectively 8*9 and 
2*45 inches. 

Hence Ti = 5x3*9 =19*5 lbs. wt., 

and 

ZSx. 8. Tlia <9raiia. The essentials of a Crane are represented 
in the annexed figure. is a vertical post; a beam, called the 
jib, capable of turning about its end A; it is supported by a wooden 
bar, or chain, CD, called the tie, which is attached to a point of the 
post AB, At C is a pulley, over which passes a chain one end of which 



Is attached to a weight to be lifted and to the other end of which, JS, is 
apnlied the force which raises W, This end is usually wound round 
a drum or cylinder. The tie CD is sometimes horizontal, and often 
the direction of the chain CE coincides with it. In the above crane 
the actions in the jib and tie may be determined graphically as follows. 

Draw KL vertically to represent W on any scale, and then draw 
LM equal to KL and paiallef to CE ; through M draw MN parallel to 
AC and KN parallel to VC, 
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Then KLMN is a polygon of forces for the equilibrium of (7; for 
-we assume the tension of the chain to be unaltered in passing over the 
pulley O, and hence that the tension of CR is equal f»o W, Hence, if T 
be the thrust ot AC and T' the pull of CD, we have 

T _r _ W 
MN'^ NK~~ KL^ 

Hence T and T* are represented by MN and NK on the same scale 
that KL represents W* 


EXAMPLES. Vn. 

[T/is following examples are to he solved hy geometric constmctioiiJ] 

1. A boat is towed along a river by means of two ropes, attached 
to the same point, which aie pulled by two men who keep at opposite 
points of the bank 50 feet apart; one rope is 30 feet long and is pulled 
with a force equal to the weight of 35 lbs., and the other rope is 
45 feet long ; the boat is in this way made to move uniformly in a 
straight line ; find the resistance offered to the boat by the stream and 
the tension of the second rope. 

2. The jib of a crane is 10 feet long, and the tie-rod is horizontal 
and attached to a point 6 feet vertically above the foot of the jib ; hnd 
the tension of the tie-rod, and the thrust on the jib, whe^ the crane 
supports a mass of 1 ton. 

3. A and B are two fixed points, B being below and the 
horizontal and vertical distances between them are 4 feet and 1 foot 
respectively; A C and BC are strings of length 5 and 3 feet respectively, 
and at C is tied a body of weight 1 cwt. ; find the tensions of the 
strings. 

4. ABCD is a light string attached to two points, A and D, in the 
same horizontal line, and at the points B and C ave attached weights. 
In the position of equilibrium the distances of the points B and C 
below the line AD are respectively 4 and 6 feet. If the lengths 
ot AB and CD be respectively 6 and 6 feet and the distance AD he 
14 feet, find the weight at C, the magnitude of the weight at B being 
4 lbs. 

5. A framework ABC is kept in a vertical plane with AB hori- 
zont^ by supports at A and D; if the lengths AB, BC, and CA be 10, 
7, and 9 feet respectively, and a weight of 10 cwt. be placed at C, find 
the reactions at A and B and the forces exerted by the different 
portions of the framework. 

6. A framework ABC is supported at A and B so that it is in a 

vertical plane with A B horizontal, and a weight of 200 lbs. is hung 
on at C; if feet, DC =4 feet, and ^C=3 feet, find the tensions 

or thrusts ia AC and CD, and the reactions at A and D. 
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7. The jib of a crane Is 20 feet long, the tie 16 feet, and the i^st 
10 feet. A load of 10 owts. is hung at the end of a chain which 
poissea over a pulley at the end of Sie jib and then along the tie. 
Find the thrust in the jib and the pull in the tie. 

8. In the figure of 8, Art. 50, the tie DC is horizontal and 
the chain coincides with it; if 7r=500 lbs., AC=11 feet, and 
DC=s5 feety find the actions along DO and AC. 

9. In the figure of Ex. 8, Art. 50, the angle CDBr=i5^^ and the 
angle ACD=sl6^\ the chain EC coincides with DC; if W be one ton, 
find the forces exerted by the parts AC, CD. 

10. In the figure of Ex. 8, Art. 50, DA = 15 feet, DC=b 20 feet and 
AC=30 feet, and a weight of one ton is suspended from C, find the 
thrusts or tensions produced in AC, CD, and DA when the chain 
coincides with 

(1) the jib CA, 

(2) the tie CD. 

11. In the figure of Ex. 8, Art. 50, the jib AC is 25 feet long, 
the tie CD is 18 feet, AD=:12 feet and AE=s8 feet; find the tensions 
or thrusts in AC and CD, when a weight of 2 tons is suspended from 
the end of the chain. 

12 . ABCD is a frame- work of four weightless rods, loosely jointed 
together, AB and AD being each of length 4 feet and DC and CD of 
length 2 feet. The hinge C is connected with A by means of a fine 
str^ of length 5 feet. Weights of 100 lbs. each are attached to D 
and D and the whole is suspended from A . Shew that the tension in 
AC is 52 lbs. weight. 

13. In the preceding question. Instead of the string AC a weight- 
less rod DD of length 3 feet is used to stiffen the frame; a weight of 
100 lbs. is attache to C and nothing at D and D. 3hew that the 
thrust in the rod DD is about 77 lbs. weight. 

14. In question 12 there are no weights attached to D and D and 
the whole framework is placed on a smooth horizontal table; the 
hinges D and D are pressed toward one another by two forces each 
equ^ to the weight of 25 lbs. in the straight line DD. Shew that the 
tension of the string is about 81*6 lbs. weight. 

15 . ABCD is a rhombus formed W four weightlesB rods loosely 
jointed together, and the figure is stiffened by a weightless rod, of 
one half the length of each of the four rods, joined to the middle 
points of AD and AD. If this frame be suspended horn A and a 
weight of 100 lbs. be attached to it at C, shew that the thrust of the 
cross rod is about 115*6 lbs. weight. 



CHAPTER IV. 


PARALLEL FORCES. 

V 

51. In Chapters li. and ill. we have shewn how to 
find the resultant of forces which meet in a point In 
the present chapter we shall consider the composition of 
parallel forces. 

In the ordinary statical problems of every-day life parallel 
forces are of constant occurrence. 

Two parallel forces are said to be like when they act 
in the same direction; when they act in opposite ^parallel 
directions they are said to be unlike. ^ 

52 • To find the resultant of tvx> •parallel forces acting 
upon a rigid body. 

Case I. Let the forces he like. 

Let P and Q bo the forces acting at points A and B of 
the body, and let them be represented by the lines AL and 
BM. 

Join AB and at A and B apply two equal and opposite 
forces, each equal to /S', and acting in the directions BA and 
AB respectively. Let these forces be represented hy AD 
and BE. These two forces balance one another and have 
no effect upon the equilibrium of the body. 

Complete the paraUelpgrams ALFD and BMQE\ let 
the diagonals PA and GB bo produced to meet in 0. Draw 
OG parallel to AL or BM to meet AB in C. 



48 


STATICS 


The forces P and ^ at v4 have a resultant , represented 
by AF. Let its point of application be removed to 0. 



So forces Q and at i? have a resultant repre- 
sented by BG, Let its point of application be transf(3rred 
to 0. • 

The force P^ at 0 may be resolved into two forces, 
S parallel to A J), and P in the direction OC. 

So the force Qi at 0 may be resolved into two forces, 
S parallel to JBE^ and Q in the direction OC. 

Also these two forces S acting at 0 are in equilibrium. 
Hence the original forces P and Q are equivalent to a 
force (P + Q) acting along OCf acting at C parallel to 
the original directions of P and Q, 

To determine i/ie positiem, of His point C* The trianglo 
OCA is, by construction, similar to the triangle ALF\ 

. OC AL P 

•’ CA^'TF^'n^ 

so that P.CA^S.OC (1). 
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So, since the triangles OCB and BMG are similar, we 
have 

PC BM Q 
aB~ iMG~' 


so that Q, CB=S . OC. 

Hence, from (1) and (2), wo have 

P.CA = Q.CB, 


so that 


CA Q 
CB'~P' 


( 2 ). 


i.e, C divides the line A B vrderruilhj in the inverse ratio of 
the forces. 


Case II. Lh the forces he unlike. 

Let Py Q be the forces (P being the greater) acting at 
points A and B of the body, and let them be represented by 
the lines AL and BM» 

Join ABy and at A and B apply two equal and opposite 
forces, each equal to Sy and acting in the directions BA 
and AB respectively. Let these forces be represented by 
AJ) and BE respectively; they balance one anotlier and 
have no effect on the equilibrium of the body. 

Complete the parallelograms ALFD and BMGEy and 
produce the diagonals AF and GB to meet in 0. 

[These diagonals will always meet unless they be parallel, in 
which case the forces P and will be equal.] 

Draw 00 parallel to AL or BM to meet AB in C. 

The forces P and S acting at A have a resultant P^ 
represented by AF, Let its point of application be trans- 
ferred to 0, 

So the forces Q and S acting at B have a resultant Q-^ 
represented by BG, Let its point of application be trans- 
ferred to 0, 


i 
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The force at 0 may be resolved into two foroes, 
S parallel to and P in the direction CO produced. 



So the forces at 0 may be resolved into two forces, 

S parallel to and Q in the direction OC, 

a 

Also these two forces S acting at 0 are in equilibrium. 

Hence the original forces P and Q are equivalent to 
a force P — $ acting in the direction CO produced, 

Le, acting at (7 in a dircotion parallel to that of P. 

To determine the position of the point C, The triangle 
OCA is, by construction, similar to the triangle FDA ; 

PC FD AL P 

•• CA ""da ^ AD^" S’ 

so that P .CA:oS , OC (1), 

Also, since the triangles OCB and BMG are similar, we 
have 

00 BM Q 
CB^ S’ 

80 that Q . CB =r S . OC 

Hence, from (1) and (2), P. CA = Q . CB, 


( 2 ). 
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CA Q 

Henco ^ divides the line AB extemall'^ 

ill the inverse ratio of tlie forces. 

To sum up ; If two parallel forct»s, P and Q, act at 
points A and ^ of a rigid body, 

(i) their resultant is a force whoso line of action is 
parallel to the lines of action of the component forces; 
also, when the component forces are like, its direction is 
the same as that of the two forces, and, when the forces 
are unlike, its direction is the samo as that of the greater 
component. 

(ii) the point of application is a point C in AB such 
that 

(iii) the magnitude of the resultant is the sum of the 
two component forces when the forces are like, and tiie 
difference of the two component forces when they* are 
unlike. 


53. Cane of failure of the pi'eceduuj co7isti*u^tion. 

In the second figure of the last article, if the forces 
P and Q be equal, the triangles FDA and GEB are equal 
in all respects, and hence the angles DAF and EBG will bo 
equal. 

In this case the linos AFand GB will bo parallel and 
will not meet in any such point as 0 ; hence the constiniction 
fails. 

Hence there is no single force which is equivalent to two 
equal unlike parallel forces. 

We shall return to the consideration of tliis ijase in 
Chapter vi. 



62 


STATICS 


64 - If we have a -number of like parallel forces acting 
on a rigid body we can find their resultant by successive 
applications of Art. 53. We must find the resultant of the 
first and second, and then the resultant of this resultant 
and the third, and so on. 

The magnitude of the final resultant is the sum of the 
forces. 

If the parallel forces be not all like, the magnitude of 
the resultant will be found to be the algebraic sum of the 
forces each with its proper sign prefixed. 

Later on (see Art. 114) will he found formulae for 
calculating the centre of a system of parallel forces, i.e, the 
point at which the resultant of the system acts. 

55. Resultant of two parnllel forces. Experimental 
verification. 

Take a uniform rectangular bar of wood about 3 feet 
long, whose cross-section is a square of side an inch or 
rather more. A face of this bar should be graduated, say 
in inches or half inches, as in the figure. 



Let the ends A and B be supported by spring balances 
which are attached firmly to a supports For this purpose 
a Salter’s circular balance is the mure couveuieiit form os 
it drops much less than the ordinaiy form when it is 
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ptretched. On the bar AB let there be a movable loop C 
carrying a hook from which weights can be suspended; 
this loop can be moved into any position along the bar. 

Before putting on any weights, and when C is at the 
middle point of AB^ let the readings of the balances D and 
E be taken. The bar being uniform, these readings should 
be the same and equal to R (say). 

Now hang known weights, amounting in all to IT, on 
to (7, and move C into any position on the bar. Observe 
the new readings of the balances D and E^ and let them be 
P and Q respectively. 

Then P — R(= P^) and Q-’R{=^ are the additional 
readings due to the weight IF*, and therefore Pj and are 
the forces at D and E which balance the force W at Cy. 


It will be found that the sum of 

Pj and is equal to IF. ,(1). 

Again measure carefully the distances ACi and BCi» 
It will be found that * 

P,x^(7i = (?i.5Ci (2). 


In other words the remltant of forces P^ and at A 
a7id B is sqiial to Pj + Qi acting at C7i, where 
Pj , ACi “ • BCi» 

But this is the result given by the theoretical investigation 
of Art. 62 (Case I). 

Perform the experiment again by shifting the position 
of Cx, keeping W the same; the values of Pj and will 
alter, but their sum will still be IT, and the new value of 
Pi. ACi ^ found to be equal to the new value of 
Qi.BGi. 

Similarly the theorem of Art. 52 will be found to be 
true for any position of Ci and any value of W. 
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Numerical illustration. Suppose the weight of the beam and the 
attached apparatus (without any weights) to be 2 lbs. Then the 
oiiginal reding, JR, of the balances will be each 1 lb. Put on 
a weight of 4 lbs. at C and move C7 to until the readings of the 
balances A and B are respectively 4 and 2 lbs. 

Then a force 4 lbs. at (7i is balanced by a force 8 lbs. (-sd-l) at 
A and lib. (=2-1) at B, 

Measure the distances AC^ and BG^\ they will be found to be 
9 inches and 27 inches respectively (assuming the length AJB to be 
8 feet, i.e. 86 inches). 

We thus have Bj.AC^ssSxQ, 

and Qi^BC^sbI x 27, 

and these are equal. 

Hence the truth of Art. 52 (Case I) for this ease. 

Urdike parallel forces. 

In the last experiment the forces Pj, W and at 
(7i, and B are in equilibrium, so that the resultant of 
upw^^ards and W downwards is equal and opposite to 
Measure the distances AB and C^B. Then it will bo 
found* that 

Qx^W-P, 

and • 1 \ . AB^ W , C-^B. 

Hence the truth of Art. 52 (Case II) is verified. 

a 0. Ex. A horizontal rod, 6 feet long, whose weight may he neglected, 
rests on two supports at its extremities; a body, of weight 6 ewt., is 
suspended from the rod at a distance of 2^ feet from one end ; find the 
reaction at each point of support. If one support could only hear a 
thrust equal to the weight ofl ciot., what is the greatest distance fronh 
the other support at which the body could be suqsendedf 



\6cw6, 


Let AB be the rod and 12 and S the reactions at the points of sup- 
port. Let O be the point at which the body is suspended so that 
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AC^S^ and CB=2^ feet. For eqoilifarimu the resultant of B and S 
must huanoe 6 owt. Hence, by Art. 52, 


JB+iS=6 (1), 

. Jt SO 6 ... 

I*X6=if = 7 

6 7 

Solving (1) and (2), we have -^=2 * reactions 


are 2^ and 3^ cwt. respectively. 

If the reaction at A can only be equal to 1 owt., S must be 5 cwt. 
Hence, if ilC be we have 


1 BC 6-g 
6 AC X 
y, 9=5 feet. 

Hence BC is 1 foot. 


EXAMPLES. VUL 

In the four following examples A and B denote the points of appli- 
cation of parallel forces P and Q, and C is the point in which their 
resultant B meets AB. 

9 

1. Pind the magnitude and position of the resultant (the forces 
being like) when 

(i) B=4; .4B=11 inches; 

(ii) P=ll; <2=19; AB=2| feet; 

(ill) P=6; Q=6; AB=8 feet. 

2. Bind the magnitude and position of the resultant (the forces 
being unlike) when 

(i) B=17; 0=25; ^B=8 inches; 

(ii) Ps23; 0^15; .dBs40 inches; 

(iii) P=26; 0=9; AB=8feet. 

3. The forces being like, 

(i) ifP=8; B38 17; if C=4| inches; findOfi'nd^fB; 

(ii) if 0=11: -4(7=7 inches; dB=8f inches; find P and B; 

(iii) ifP=6; u4 0=9 inches; CB=8 inches; findO^J^dB. 

4L The forces being unlike, 

(i) ifPsS; B=17; .4 C=4|- inches; findO^J^d^B; 

(ii) if 0=llt 410= -7 inches; ifB=8| inches; findPandB; 
^ii) UPaefi; .40= -9 inches; 4LB=12 inches; find QandJim 
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5. Find two like parallel force!) acting at a distance of 2 feet 
apart, which are equivalent to a given force of 20 lbs. wt., the line 
of action of one being at a distance of 6 inches from the given force. 

6. Find two unlike parallel forces acting at a distance of 18 
inches apart which are equivalent to a force of 80 lbs. wt., the greater 
of the two forces being at a distance of 8 inches from the given force. 

7. l^vo parallel forces, P and Q, act at given points of a body ; 

P® 

if Q be changed to , shew that the line of action of the resultant is 
the same as it would be if the forces were simply interchanged. 

8. Two men carry a heavy cask of weight owt., which hangs 
from a light pole, of length 6 feet, each end of ^hich rests on a 
shoulder of one of the men. The plMrlrom which the cask is hung 
is one foot nearer to one man than to the other. What is the pressure 
on each shoulder? 

9. Two men, one stronger than the other, have to remove a 
block of stone weighing 270 lbs. by means of a light plank whoso 
length is 6 feet; the stronger man is able to carry 180 lbs. ; how must 
the block be placed so as to allow him that share of the weight? 

10. A uniform rod, 12 feet long and weighing 17 lbs., can turn 
freely about a point in it and the rod is in equilibrium when a weight 
of 7 lbs. fs hung at one end ; how far from the end is the point about 
which it can turn? 

N.B. • The weight of a uniform rod 7nay he taken to act at its 
middle poinf. 

/ll, A straight unifunii xud Is 3 feet long, when a load of 5 lbs. 
is placed at one 'end it balances about a point 3 inches from that end; 
find the weight of the rod. 

12. A uniform bar, of weight 3 lbs. and length 4 feet, passes over 
a prop and is supported in a horizontal position by a force equal to 
1 lb. wt. acting vertically upwards at the other end ; find the distance 
of the prop from the centre of the beam. 

13. A heavy uniform rod, 4 feet long, rests horizontally on two 
pegs which are one foot npazii; a weight of 10 lbs. suspended from 
one end, or a weight of 4 lbs. suspended from the other end, will just 
tilt the rod up ; find the weight of the rod and the distances of the 
pegs from the centre of the rod. 

14. A uniform iron rod, 2^ feet long and of weight 8 lbs., is 
placed on two rails fixed at two points, A and il, in a vertical wall. 
AB is horizontal and 5 inches long; find the distances at which the 
ends of the rod extend beyond the rails if the difterence of the thrusts 
on the rails bo 6 lbs. wt. 
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15 . A uniform beam, 4 feet long, is supported in a horizontal 
position by two props, which are 3 feet apart, so that the beam pro- 
jects one foot beyond one of the props; shew that the force on ono 


is double that on the other. 


’ 16 . A straight weightless rod, 2 feet in length, rests in a horizon- 
tal position between two pegs placed at a distance of 3 inches apart, 
one peg being at one end of the rod, and a weight of 5 lbs. is suspended 


from the other end ; find the pressure on the iicgs. 


17. One end of a heavy uniform rod, of weight rests on a 
Bmooth horizontal plane, and a string tied to the other end of the 
rod is fastened to a fixed point above the plane; find the tension 
of the string. 


18. A man carries a bundle at the end of a stick which is placied 
over his shoulder; if the distance between his hand and his shoulder 
be changed how does the pressure on his shoulder change ? 


19- A man carries a weight of 50 lbs. at the end of a stick, 3 feet 
long, resting on his shoulder. He regulates the stick so that the 
length between his shoulder and his hands is (i) 12, (ii) 18 and (iii) 24 
inches ; how great are the forces exerted by his hand and the pressures 
on his shoulder in each case? 


20. Three parallel forces act on a horizontal bar. Each is equal 
to 1 lb, wt., tbe right-hand one acting vertically upward and ttie other 
two vertically down at distances of 2 ft. and 3 ft. resx>ectively from 
the first; find the magnitude and position of their resultai^t. 

21, A portmanteau, of length 3 feet and height 2 feet and vrhoso 
centre of gravity is at its centre of figure, is carried upstairs by two 
men who hold it by the front and back edges of its lower face. If this 
be inclined at an angle of 30° to the horizontal, and the weight of the 
portmanteau be 1 cwt., find how much of the weight each supports. 



CHAPTER V. 

MOMENTS. 

57- Def. The moment of a force ah<mi a ^foen jpoint 
is the product of the force and the perpendicul4ir drawn 
from the given point ujwn the line of action of the force. 
Thus the moment of a force F about a given point 0 is 



F X ON^ -N^'liore ON is the perpendicular drawn from 0 upon 
the line of action of F. 

It will be noted that the moment of a force F about 
a given point 0 never vanishes, unless either the force 
vanishes or the force passes through the point about which 
the moment is taken. 

BBm Geometrical representation of a moment. 

Suppose the force ^ to be represented in magnitude, 
direction, and line of action by the line AB. Let 0 be any 
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given point and ON the perpendicular from 0 uj)oii AB or 
AB produced. 




Join OA and OB, 

By definition the moment of about 0 is -Fx ON^ i,e. 
ABy^ ON But AB x ON is equal to twice the area of the 
triangle OAB [for it is equal to the area of a rectangle 
whose base lA A B and whose height is 0N\ Hence the 
moment of the force F about the point 0 is represented by 
tMrice the area of the triangle OAB^ i,e, hy twice the area of 
tlia triangle wlwse hose is t/ie line representiny i/tc fprce and 
whose vertex is the point about which the moment is taken. 


59 . Physicod meaning of the moment of a fcrrce about a 
pomU 

Suppose the body in the figure of Art. 67 to bo a plane 
lamina [i.e, a body of very small thickness, such as a piece 
of sheet-tin or a thin piece of board] resting on a smooth 
table and suppose the point 0 of the body to be fixed. 
The effect of a force F acting on the body would be to 
cause it to turn about the point 0 as a centre, and this 
effect would not be zero unless (1) the force were zero, or 
(2) the force F passed through 0, in which case the distance 
ON would vanish. Hence the product F x ON would seem 
to be a fitting measure of the tendency of to turn the 
body about 0. This may be experimentally verified as 
follows ; 
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Tiet the lamina be at rest under the action of two strings 
whose tensions are F and which are tied to fixed points 
of the lamina and whose lines of action lie in the plane of 
the lamina. Let OJT and ON^ be the peii)endiculars drawn 
from the fixed point 0 upon the lines of action of F 
and F-^, 

If wo measure the lengths ON and and also the 



forces i^and F^^ it will bo found that the product F , ON 
is always equal to the product F ^ , 

Hence the two forces, F and will have equal but 
opposite tendencies to turn the body about 0 if their 
moments about 0 have the same magnitude. 

These forces F and may be measured by carrying 
the strings over light smooth pulleys and hanging weights 
at their ends sufiicient to give equilibrium j or by tying the 
strings to the hooks of two spring balances and noting the 
readings of the balances, as in the cases of Art. 25. 

60 . Experiment. To shew that if a hody^ having 
one point fixed^ he acted upon hy two forces and it be at rest^ 
then the moments of the two forces about the fxed poimt are 
equal but opposite. 
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Take the bar used in Art. 55 and suspend it at C so 
that it rests in a horizontal position ; if the bar be uniform 



C will be its middle point ; if it be not uniform, then C will 
be its centre of gravity [Chapter ix]. The beam must be 
so suspended that it turns easily and freely about C. 

When the forces are paralleh From any two points 
A, B of the bar suspend carriers on wliich place weights 
until the beam again balances in a horizontal position. 

Let F be the total weight, including that of tlu^ carrier, 
at Ay and Q the total weight similarly at B. jCleasure 
carefully the distances AC and BC, 

Then it will be found that the products F,AC and 
Q.BC are equal. 

The theorem can be verified to be true for more than 
two forces by placing several such carriers on the bar and 
putting weights upon them of such an amount that equi- 
librium is secured. 

In every such case it will be found that the sum of the 
moments of the weights on one side of C is equal to the 
sum of the moments of those on the other side. 

When the forces are •not •parallel. Arrange the bar as 
before but let light strings be attached at A and B which 
after passing over light pulleys support carriers at their 
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other ends. Ijet these Turners have weights put upon 
them until the beam balances in a horizontal position. 



Let P and Q be the total weights on the carriers 
including the weights of the carriers themselves ; these will 
be the tensions of the strings at A and B. 

Measure the perpendicular distances, p and 5 , from C. 
upon OJi and OB respectively. 

Then it will be found that 

P .p-Q,q. 

61. Positive and negative moin&tUe, In Art. 57 the 
force F wouhl, if it were the only force acting on the 
lamina, make it turn in a direction opposite to that in 
which the hands of a watch move, when the watch is laid 
on the tiible with its face upwards. 

The fox'ce would, if it were the only force acting on 
the lamina, make it turn in the same direction as that in 
which the hands of the watch move. 

The moment of F about 0, Le. in a direction ia said 
to be positive, and the moment of Fi about 0, in a 
direction is said to be negative. 
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Algebraic sum of •moments. The algehiviic sura of the 
moments of a set of forces about a given point is the sum 
of the moments of the forces, each moment having its 
proper sign prefixed to it. 


fix. ABCD is a square; along 
ths sides A CB, DG^ and DA forces 
act equal respectively to 6, 6, 8, and 
12 Ihs, wt. Find the algebraic sum 
of their moments about the centre^ O, 
of the square^ if the sida of the square 
be 4 feet. 

The forces along D/l and ^7? tend 
to turn the square about O in the 
positive direction, whilst the forces 
along the sides DC and CB tend to 
turn it in the negative direction. 

The perpendicular distance of O 
from each force is 2 feet. 



Hence the momenta of the forcjea are respectively' 

+ 6x2, “5x2, -8x2, and +12x2. 

Their algebraic sum is therefore 2 [6 -5 -8 + 121 or 10 units of 
moment, i.e, 10 times the moment of a force equal lo 1 lb. \vt. acting 
at the distance of 1 foot from O. * 


J 62 . Xheorem. The algebraic snm of the motnents of 
any two forces about any •point in their plane is equal to the 
moment of their resultant about the same •point. 

Case I. Let the forces •meet in a point. 

Lot P and Q acting at the point A 1)6 the two forces niid 
0 the point about which the moments are taken. Draw OC 
parallel to the direction of P to meet the line of action of 
Q in the point C. 

Let AC represent Q in magnitude and on the same 
scale let AB represent P\ complete the parallelogram 
ABDCy and join OA and OB, 

Then AD represents the resultant, 72, of P and Q, 
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(a) If 0 bo without the angle DAC, as in the first 
figure, we have to show tliat 

2a^).47? + 2A6>^(7 = 2a0^7>. 

[Fur the luoiiients of P and Q about 0 are in the same direction.] 



Since AB and OD are parallel, wo have 
Af)^2? = A/)i/?=AylC'7>. 

.*.2AO^/? + 2AO^(7 = 2A^(7i) + 2AO^O=2A(9^7>. 

{P) If 0 bo within the angle CA Z), as in the second 
I'lgure, we have to show that 

2aAOB^2AAOC=^2aAOB, 

[F(5r the moments of P and Q about 0 aro in opposite directions.] 
As in (a), we have 

AAOB- ADAB-^ AACll 

,\2AAOn^2AAOC=^2AACD^2AOAC^2AOAD, 
Case II. Lei the forces he parallel. 



/» 
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Let P and Q be two parallel forcea and R P Q) 
their 1 ‘esultant. 

From any point O in thoir plane draw OACB pcri>en- 
dicular to the forces to meet them in -d, (7, and B respec- 
tively. 

By Art. 52 we have P . AG= Q . CB (1) ; 

tlie sum of the moments of P and Q about 0 
-^Q,OB-\ P. OA 
= Q {OC -h CB) + P (0(7 - AC) 

^{P + Q)OC-vQ.CB--P,AC 
~ (7^ 4 Q) . 0(7, by equation (1), 

= moment of the resultant about O. 

If the point about which the momenta are taken be 
between the forces, as Oj, the momonts of P and Q have 
opposite signs. 

In this case we have 

Algebraic sum of moments of P and Q alx>ut Oj • 
^P.O.A^Q.O^B 
- P (0,C + CA)-Q (CB - 0^(7) 

^(P + Q).0,C + F.CA-Q.CB 
= (7^ + Q) . 0^(7, by equation (1). 

The case when the point has any other position, as also 
the case when the forces have opposite parallel directions, 
are left for the student to prove for himself. 

6S. Case 1 of the preceding proposition may be otherwise proved 
in the following manner: 

Let the two forces, P and Q, be represented hj AB and AC re- 
spectively and let AD represent the resultant 72 so that AliDC is a 
parallelogram. 

Let O be any Mint in the plane of the forces. Join OA and draw 
BL and CM, ptirollel to 0/i, to meet AD in L and M respectively. 


LS 


S 
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Since the Bides of the triangle ACM are respectively pamllel to the 
nidea of the triangle IWL^ and since AG equal to 

AM=LD, 

/. aO^M=aOI.7). 

First, let O fall without the angle CAD^ as in the first figure. 



Then 2A0-/f 2?4-2 a OJC 

* =^26.0AL + 2a0AM 

= 2 A OATjA" 2 A OTjT) 

= 2A0ilD. 

Hence the sum of the moments of P and Q is equal to that of 22. 
Secondly, let 0 fall within the angle CAD, as in the second figure. 
The algebraic sum of the moments of P and Q about 0 
~ 2 A GAB 2 A GAG 
=^2^GAL^2aGAM 
s: 2 A GAD 2 A GLD 
:=2aGAD 

= moment of J2 about O. 

64 , If the point 0 about which the moments are taken 
lie on the resultant, the moment of the resultant about the 
point vanishes In this case the algebraic sum of the 
moments of the component forces about the given point 
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vanishefl, t.e. The moimnis of two forces ahout any point on 
the line of action of their resultant are eq'iaxl and of opposite 
sign. 

The student will easily be able to prove tJiis theorem 
independently from a figure; for, in Art. 02, the point 0 
will bo found to coincide with the point D and we have 
only to shew that the triangles ACO and ABO are now 
equal, and this is obviously true. 

65. Generalised theorem of moments. If any 

numher of forces in one plane acting on a rigid body luive a 
resultant^ the algebraic sum of their moments abmit any point 
in their plane is equal to the moment of their resultant. 

For let the forces be P, P, and let 0 be the 
point about which the moments are taken. 

Let Pj bo the resultant of P and Q, 

Pa be the resultant of Pj and P, 

Pj bo the resultant of Pj and aS', 
and so on till the final resultant is obtained. 

Then the moment of Pj about (> = sum of the moments 
of P and Q (Art, 62) ; 

Also the moment of Pg about 0 = sum of the monuuits 
of and li 

= sum of the moments of P, Qy and P. 

So the moment of Pg about 0 

= sum of the moments of Pg and S 
= sum of the moments of P, Q, P, and 
and so on until all the forces have been taken. 

Hence the moment of the final resultant 
=5 algebraic sum of the moments of the component forces. 

Cor. It follows, similarly as in Art. 64, that the alge- 
braic sum of the moments of any number of forces about a 
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point on the line of action of their resultant is zero; so, 
conversely, if the algebraic sum of the moments of any 
number of forces about any point in their plane vanishes, 
then, either their resultant is zero (in which case the forces 
are in equilibrium), or the resultant passes through the 
point about which tlie moments are taken. 

66 . The theorem of the previous article enables us to 
find points on the line of action of the resultant of a system 
of forces. For we have only to find a point about which 
the algebraic sum of the moments of the system of forces 
vanishes, and then the resultant must pass through that 
point. This principle is exemplified in Examples 2 and 3 
of the following article. 

If we have a system of parallel forces the resultant is 
known both in magnitude and direction when one such 
poinf^ is known. 

67. Bx. 1. A rody 5 feet langy mpported hy two vertical slrinya 
attaclffid to its endsy has weights of 4, 6, 8, and 10 Ihs, hung frwn the 
rod at distaiwes of 1, 2, 3, and 4 feet from one end. If the weight of 
the rod he 2 Ihs.y what are the tensions of the strings f 

Let be the rod, By C, D, and E the points at which the weights 

R.‘ /«® 

B C G D E - 

* l.U 1,1.0 

''2 

are hung; let G be the middle point; we shall assume that the weight 
of the rod acts here. 

Let J2 and S be the tensions of the strings. Binoe the resultant of 
the forces is zero, its moment about A must be zero. 

Hence, by Art. 65, the algebraic sum of the momenta about A 
must vanish. 
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Therefore 4 x 1 + 6 x a + 2 x 2^ +8x 3 + 10 x 4 - 5 x 6=0, 

55=4 + 12 + 5 + 24 + 40 = 86, 

5=17. 

Similarly, taking moments about we have 

5/2=10x1 + 8x2 + 2x2^+6x3 + 4x4 = 65, 

72 = 13. 

The tension R may be otherwise obUiined. For the resultant of the 
weights is a weight equal to 30 lbs. and that of 72 and 5 is a force 
equal to 72 + 5. But those resultants balance one another. 

72 + 5=30; 

72 = 30-5=30-17 = 13. 

Bx. S. Fo'Tcett eqiuil to P, 2P, 37^, and 4P act alomj the sidea of a 
square AJiCT) taken in order ; find the niagnitiide^ direction^ and line, 
of action of the resultant. 

Let the side of the square be a. 

The forces P auid 3P are, by Art. 62, equal to a panillel force 21* 

ficting at 7J, where DE is ^ . • 

2 

The forces 47’ and 2P are, similarly, equal to a force 27' acting at 
a point F on CD where DF is a. * 

liCt the lines of action of these two components meet in O. Then 
the final resultant is equal to 2P^/2 acting in a direction parallel 
to CA. 
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otherwise thus; without making any geometric construction 
(which is often tedious) the line of action of the resultant force can 
be easily obtained by using the theorem of Art. 65. 

Let the line of action meet AD and CD in Q and D. 

Since Q is a point on the line of action of the resultant the alge- 
braic sum of the moments of the four forces about Q must be zero; 

P(Dg+a)-f-2P(a)=3P.Dg; 


2)<3=|. 


So for the point 12 we have 

P . + 2P (12D + fl) = 4P . PD ; 



Also the components of the forces TOipendiculor to CD are 4P-2P, 
i.e, 2P, and the components parallei to CD are 3P-P, i.e, 2P. 
Hence the magnitude of the resultant is 2^2P. 


XSx. 8. Forces eqtial to dP, IP, and 5P act along the sides AB, BC, 
and CA of an equilateral triangle ABC; find the magnitude, direction, 
and line of action of the resultant. 

Let the side of the triangle be a, and let the resultant force meet 



the side BC in Q. Then, by Art. 65, the moments of the forces about 
Q vanish. 

8Px(gc+a)sin60®=5PxeCBin60”. 



The sum of the components of the forces perpendicular to BO 
sSP sin 60® -3P sin 60® = P^/3. 

Also the sum of the components in the direction BO 
=7P-6Poob 60®- 3Pcos 60®=s3P. 

Hence the resultant is P^12 inclined at on angle tan **^^^ , Le, 

o 

SO®, to BO and passing through Q where CQss^BO. 
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EXAMPLES. IX. 

•*4.^ The side of a square ABCD is 4 feet; along the linos CB, BA, 
DA, and DB, respectively act forces equal to 4, 3, 2, and 5 lbs. weight; 
find, to tiie nearest decimal of a foot-pound, the algebraic sum of the 
moments of the forces about C. 

The side of a regular hexagon ABCDEF is 2 feet ; along the 
sides AB, CBy DC, DE, EF, and FA act forces respectively equal to 1, 
2, 3, 4, 5, and 6 lbs. wt. ; find the algebraic sum of the moments of 
the forces about A, 

3. A pole of 20 feet length is placed with its end on a horizontal 
plane and is pulled by a string, attached to its upper end and inclined 
at 30*^ to the horizon, whose tension is equal to 30 lbs. wt. ; find the 
horizontal force which applied at a point 4 feet above the ground will 
keep the pole in a vertic^ position. 

4. A uniform iron rod is of length 6 feet and mass 9 lbs., and 
from its extremities ore suspended masses of 6 and 12 lbs. respec- 
iively; from what point must the rod be suspended so that it may 
remain in a horizontal position? 

5. A uniform beam is of length 12 feet and weight 50 lbs., and 
from its ends are suspended bodies of weights 20 and 30 Ibs.^espec- 
tively; at what point must the beam be supported so that it may 
remain in equilibrium? 

6. Masses of 1 lb., 2 lbs., 8 lbs., and 4 lbs. are suspended^irom a 
uniform rod, of length 5 ft., at distances of 1 ft., 2 ft., 8 ft., and 4 ft. 
respectively from one end. If the mass of the rod be 4 lbs., find the 
position of the point about which it will balance. 

7. A uniform rod, 4 ft. in length and weighing 2 lbs., turns freely 
about a point distant one foot from one end and from that end a 
weight of 10 lbs. is suspended. What weight must be placed at the 
other end to produce equilibrium? 

8. A heavy uniform beam, 10 feet long, whose mass is 10 lbs., is 
supported at a point 4 feet from one end; at this end a mass of 6 lbs. 
is placed; find the mass which, placed at the other end, would give 
equilibrium. 

9. The horizontal roadway of a bridge is 30 feet long, weighs 
6 tons, and rests on similar supports at its ends. What is the thrust 
borne by each support when a carriage, of weight 2 tons, is (1) half- 
way across, (2) two-thirds of the way across? 

10. A light rod, AB, 20 inches long, rests on two pegs whose 
distance apart is 10 inches. How must it be placed so that the 
reactions of the pegs may be equal when weights of 2W and SIT 
respectively are suspended from A and B ? 
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11. A light rod, of length 3 feet, has equal weights attached to it, 
one at 9 inches from one end and the other at 15 inches from the other 
end ; if it be supported by two vertical strings attached to its ends and 
if the strings cannot support a tension greater than the weight of 
1 cwt., what is the greatest magnitude of the equal weights? 

12. A heavy uniform beam, whose mass is 40 lbs., is suspended 
in a horizon t>il x>osition by two vertical strings each of which can 
sustain a tension of 35 lbs. weight. How far from the centre of the 
beam must a body, of mass 20 lbs., be placed so that one of the strings 
may just break ? 

13. A uniform bar, AB^ 10 feet long and of mass 50 lbs., rests on 
the ground. If a mass of 100 lbs. be laid on it at a point, distant 
S feet from i?, find wliat vertical force applied to the end A will just 
begin to lift that end. 

14. A rod, 16 inches long, rests on two pegs, 9 inches apart, with 
its centre midway between them. The greatest masses that can bo 
suspended in succession from the two ends without disturbing the 
equilibrium are 4 lbs. and 5 lbs. respectively. Find the weight of the 
rod and the position of the point at which its weight acts. 

15. A stnught rod, 2 feet long, is movable about a hinge at one 
end and is kept in a horizontal position by a thin vertical string 
attached to the rod at a distance of 8 inches from the hinge and 
fastened to a fixed point above the rod ; if the string con just support 
a mass of 9 ozs. without breaking, find the greatest mass that can 
be Bus^nded from the other end of the rod, neglecting the weight of 
the rod. 


16, A tricycle, weighing 5 stone 4 lbs., has a small wheel sym- 
metrically placed 3 feet behind two large w’^heels which are 3 feet apart ; 
if the centre of gravity of the machine be at a horizontal distance of 
9 inches behind the front wheels and that of the rider, whose weight 
is 9 stone, be 3 inches behind tlie front wheels, find the thrusts on 
the ground of the different wheels. 

17. A tricycle, of weight 6 stone, has a small wheel symmetri- 
cally pbirced 3 ft. 6 ins. in front of the line joining the two large 
wheels which are 3 feet apart ; if the centre of gravity of the miichinc 
be distant horizontally 1 foot in front of the hind wheels and that of 
the rider, whose weight is 11 stone, be 6 inches in front of the hind 
wheels, find how the weight is distributed on the different wheels, 

18, A dog-cart, loaded with 4 cwt,, exerts a force on the horse's 
bock equal to 10 lbs. wt. ; find the position of the centre of gravity of 
the load if the distance between the pad and the axle be 6 feet. 

19. Forces uf 3, 4, 5, and 0 lbs. wt. respectively act along the sides 
of a square ABCD taken in order; find the magnitude, direction, and 
line of action of their resultant. 
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20. ABCD is a square; along AB^ CBy AB, and BO equal forces, 
P, act ; find their resultant. 

21. A BOB is a square the length of whose side is one foot; along 
AB^ BOy BCy and AB act forces proportional to 1, 2, 4, and 3 respec- 
tively; shew that the resultant is parallel to a diagonal of the square 
and find where it cuts the sides of the square. 

22. ABCB is a rectangle of which adjacent sides AB and BG are 
equal to 3 and 4 feet respectively; along PC, and CB forces of 30, 
40, and 50 lbs. wt. act ; find the resultant. 

23. Three forces P, 2P, and 3P act along the sides AB, BCy and 
CA of a given equilateral triangle ABC; find the magnitude and 
direction of their resultant, and find also the point in which its lino 
of action meets the side PC. 

24. ABC is an isosceles triangle whose angle A is 120" and forces 
of magnitude 1, 1, and >^3 lbs. wt. act along -dP, AC^ and PC ; shew 
that the resultant bisects PC and is pariillel to one of the other sides 
of the triangle. 

25. Porccs proportional to AB^ BG^ and 2CA act along the sides 
of a triangle ABC ^ken in order; shew that the resultant ig repre- 
sented in magnitude and direction by CA and that its line of action 
meets PC at a point X where CX is equal to PC. 

26. ABC is a triaTiglo and P, P, and F are the middle prjints of 
the sides; forces represented by AB, %BE, and CP act on a particle 
at the point where AB and BE meet; shew that the resultant is 
represented in magnitude and direction by ^AC and that its line of 
action divides PC in the ratio 2 ; 1. 

27. Three forces act along the sides of a triangle; shew that, if 
the sum of two of the forces be equal in magnitude but opposite in 
sense to the third force, then the resultant of the three forces passes 
through the centre of the inscribed circle of the triangle. 

28. The wire passing round a telegraph pole is horizontal and 
the two portions attached to the pole are inclined at an angle of 60" 
to one another. The pole is supported by a wire attached to the 
middle ^int of the pole and inclin^ at 60" to the liorizon; shew that 
the tension of this wire is 4*^3 times that of the telegraph wire. 

29. At what height from the base of a pillar must the end of a 
rope of given length be fixed so that a man standing on the ground 
and pulling at its other end with a given force may have the greatest 
tendency to make the pillar overturn ? 
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30. magnitudn of a force ia known and also its momenta 
about two given points A and B, Ifind, by a geometrical construction, 
its line of action. 

31. Find the locus of all points in a plane such that two forces 
given in magnitude and position shall have equal moments, in the 
same semie, round any one of those points. 

32. AB is a diameter of a circle and BP and BQ are chords at 
right angles to one another ; shew that the moments of forces repre- 
sented by BP and BQ about A are equal. 

33. A cyclist, whose weight is 150 lbs., puts all his weight upon 
one pedal of his bicycle when the crank is horizontal and the bicycle 
is prevented from moving forwards. If the length of the crank is 
6 inches and the radius of the chain-wheel is 4 inches, find the 
tension of the chain. 



CHAPTER VL 

COUPLES. 

68. Def. Two equal unlike parallel forces, whose 
lines of action are not the same, form a couple. 

The Arm of a couple is the perpen- 
dicular distance between the lines of action 
of the two forces which form the couple, 
i.6, is the perpendicular drawn from any 
point lying on the line of action of one of 
the forces upon the line of action of the 
other. Thus the arm of the couple (P, P) 
is the length AB, 

The Moment of a couple is the product 
of one of the forces forming the couple 
and the arm of the couple. 

In the figure the moment of the couple ia P>i A B. 

Examples of a couple are the forces applied to the 
handle of a screw-press, or to the key of a clock in winding 
it up^ or by the hands to the handle of a door in opening it. 

A couple is by some writers called a Torque ; by others 
the word Torque is used to denote the Moment of the 
Couple. 




76 


STATICS 


69. Theorem. The algebraic sum of the moments of 
the two forces forming a couple about any point in their 
plane is constant^ and equal to tlie moment of the coujile. 

Let the couple consist of two forces, each equal to P, 
and let 0 be any point in their plane. 


O 


A 



P 

. B 


Draw GAB perpendicular to the lines of action of the 
forces to meet them in A and B respectively. 

The algebraic sum of the moments of the forces about 0 
.OB--F ,OA^F{f)B-^OA)=l\AB 
r=tho *raoment of the couple, and is therefore the stuno 
wliatever be the point 0 about which the moments are 
taken. 

70. Theorem. Two couples^ acting in one plane upon 
a rigid hody^ whose moments are equal and opposite^ balance 
one another, 

Ijet one couple consist of two forces (P, P), acting at 
the ends of an arm p^ and let the other couple consist of 
two forces ((?, Q\ acting at the ends of an arm q. 

Case 1. Let one of the forces P meet one of the forces 
Q in a point 0, and let the other two forces meet in O'. 
From 0' draw perpendiculars, O'M and upon the 

forces which do not pass through O', so that the lengtlis of 
these perpendiculars are p and q respectively. 
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Since the moments of the couples are equal in magni- 
tude, we have 

P.p==Q.q, 

Le., P.(yM=Q.(yN. 

Hence, (Art. 64), O' is on the 
line of action of the resultant of 
P and Q acting at 0, so that 00' 
is the direction of this resultant. 

Similarly, the resultant of P 
and Q at O' is in the direction 
O'O. 

Also these resultants are equal in magnitude ; for the 
forces at 0 are respectively equal to, and act at the same 
angle as, the forces at O'. 

Hence these two resultants destroy one another, and 
therefore the four forces composing the two couples are in 
equilibrium. • 

Case II. Let the forces composing the couples be all 
parallel, and let any straight line perpendicular to their 
directions meet them in the points A, 7?, (7, and 77, as in 
the figure, so that, since the moments are equal, we have 
PUB = Q.CD (i). 

Let L be the point of application of the resultant of Q 
at C and P at so that 

P.BL=^Q.€L (Art. 52) (ii). 


A 

^ / 

> 

c 

L B 
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By subtrarting (ii) from (i), “we have 
P.AL^Q.LD, 

BO that L is the point of application of the resultant of P 
at A^ and Q at D. 

But the magnitude of each of these resultants is 
{P + Q\ and they have opposite direetions ; hence they are 
in equilibrium. 

Therefore the four forces composing the two couples 
balance. 

71. Since two couples in the same plane, of equal but 
opposite moment, balance, it follows, by reversing the 
directions of the forces composing one of the couples, that 

Any two couplea of equal Tnmnent in the same plane are 
equivalenL 

It follows also that two like couples of equal moment 
are equivalent to a couple of double the moment. 

72. Theorem. Any number of couples in the same 
plane (icting on a rigid body are equivalent to a svngle. 
couple^ whose moment is equal to the algehraic sum of the 
moments of the couples, 

For let the couples consist of forces (P, P) whose arm 
is p, (0, Q) whose arm is g, (P, P) whose arm is r, etc. 
Keplace the couple (Q, by a couple whose components 
have the same lines of action as the forces (P, P). The 
magnitude of each of the forces of this latter couple will 
be where X,p^ Q . q, (Art. 71), 

so that JT = Q ~ . 

P 

So let the couple (7?, P) be replaced by a couple 

\ whose forces, act in the same lines as the 

\ p pj 

forces (P, P). 
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Similarly for the other couples. 

Hence all the couples are equivalent to a couple, each of 

O T 

whoso forces isP+$-+i2- + ... acting at an arm ». 

The moment of this couple is 

Q . 3^ + -R . r + .... 

Hence the original couples are equivalent to a single 
couple, whose moment is equal to the sum of their moments. 

If all the component couples have not the same sign we 
must give to each moment its proper sign, and the same 
proof will apply. 


EXAMPLES X. 

1. ABOD is a square whose side is 2 feet ; along A Z?, and 

BA act forces equal to 1, 2, 8, and 5 lbs. wt., and along AG and JJB 
forces equal to 5^2 and 2J2 lbs. wt. ; shew that they are equivalent 
to a couple whose moment is equal to 16 foot-pounds weight. 

2. Along the sides AB and CD of a square ABCD act forces each 
equal to 2 lbs. weight, whilst along the sides AD and CB act forces 
each equal to 5 lbs. weight ; if the side of the square be 3 feet, hud 
the moment of the oouple that will give equilibrium. 

3. ABCDEF is a regular hexagon ; along the sides AB^ CB, BE, 
and FE act forces respectively equal to 5, 11, 5, and 11 lbs. weight, 
and along CB and FA act foices, each equal to x lbs. weight. Find 
Xf if the forces be in equilibrium. 

4. A horizontal bar AB, without weight, is acted upon by a 
vertical downward force of 1 lb. weight at yi, a vertical upward force 
of 1 lb. weight at B, and a downward force of 6 lbs. weight at a 
given point C Inclined to the bar at an angle of 80°. Find at what 
point of the bar a force must be applied to balance these, and hnd 
also its magnitude and direction. 

73. Theorem* The effect of a couple upon a rigid 
body is uuedtered if it he Pr<mfferred to any plane parallel to 
its own^ the arm remaming paaxdUl to its original position. 
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Let the couple consist of two forces (T’, P), whose arm 
is AB^ and let their lines of action AG and BD» 



Let A^B^ be any line equal and parallel to AB, 

Draw AJj^ and B^D^ parallel to ^<7 and BD respec- 
tively. 

At A^ introduce two equal and opposite forces, each 
equal to P, acting in the direction A^Gi and the opposite 
direction A^E, 

At Pj introduce, similarly, two equal and opposite forces, 
each equal to P, acting in the direction B^D^ and the 
opposite direction B^F. 

These forces will have no effect on the equilibrium of 
the body. 

Join APi and AiP, and let them meet in 0; then O is 
the middle point of both AB^ and A^B, 

The forces P at P and P acting along AiE have a re- 
sultant 2P acting at 0 parallel to BD. 

The forces P at J and P acting along B^F have a 
resultant 2P acting at 0 parallel to AC, 
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These two resultants are equal and opposite, and there- 
fore balance. Hence we have left the two forces (jP, P) at 
and acting in the directions A^C^ and i-e., 

parallel to the directions of the forces of the original 
couple. 

Also the plane through Afi^ and Bil)^ is parallel to the 
plane through AC and BD^ 

Hence the theorem is proved. 

Cor. From this proposition and Art. 71 we conclude 
that A cemph may he replaced hy any oUtcr couple aciimj in 
a parallel plane^ provided tJuit the mcrtmnts of the two couples 
are the same, 

74. Theorem. A single force and a couple acting in 
the same plane upon a rigid body cannot produce equilibrium, 
hvl are equivalent co the single force acting in a direction 
parallel to its original direction, • 

Let the couple consist of two forces, each equal to P, 
their lines of action being OB and OfJ respectively. 

Let the single force be Q. 

Case 1. If ^ be not parallel to the forces of the couple, 
let it be produced to meet one of them in 0, 

Then P and acting at 0, are equivalent to some force 
acting in some direction OL which lies between OA and 
OB. 

Let OL be produced (backwards if necessary) to meet 
the other force of the couple in and let the point of 
application of be transferred to 
Draw O^A^ parallel to OA. 

Then the force P may be resolved into two forces Q and 
P, the former acting in the direction O^A^^ and the latter in 
the direction opposite to Ofl. 
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This latter force T is balanced by the second force P of 
the couple acting in the direction 



Hence we have left as the resultant of the system a 
force Q acting in the direction CiA^ parallel to its original 
direction OA. 

C^se II. Let the force Q be parallel to one of the 
forces of the couple. 



Let OiO meet the force Q in 0^ 

The parallel forces P B.tO and Q at 0^ are, by Art. 52, 
equivalent to a force {P + Q) acting at some point O 3 in a 
direction parallel to OB, The unlike parallel forces (P+ Q) 
at 0^ and P at 0^ ar^ edmilarly, equivalent to a force Q 
acting at some point O 4 in a direction parallel to OJ), 

Hence the resultant of the system is equal to the single 
force Q acting in a direction parallel to its original direc- 
tion. 
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76. If three forces^ acting upon a rigid hody^ he repre- 
sented in magnitude^ direction^ and line of action hy the sides 
of a triangle taken in ordeVy they are equivalent to a couple 
whose moment is represented hy twice the area of the triangle. 

Let ABC be the triangle and jP, Q, and B the forces, so 
that P, Qy and B are represented by the sides BC, CA, and 
AB of the triangle. 

Through B draw LBAI parallel io the side ACy ainl in- 
troduce two equal and opposite 
forces, equal to Qy at By acting 
in the directions BL and BM 
respectively. By the triangle 
of forces (Art. 36) the forces P, 

By and Q acting in the straight 
line BLy are in equilibrium. 

Hence we are left with the 
two forces, each equal to Qy 
acting in the directions CA and BM respectively. 

These form a couple whose moment is (J x BBy where 
BH is drawn perpendicular to CA, 

Also Q X Pi\r= CA X PiVss twice the area of the triangle 

ABC. 

Cor. In a similar manner it may be shewn that if 
a system of forces acting on one plane on a rigid body be 
represented in magnitude, direction, and line of action by 
the sides of the polygon, they are equivalent to a couple 
whose moment is represented by twice the area of the 
polygon. 


L A 




CHAPTER VII. 


EQUILIBRIUM OF A RIGID BODY ACTED ON BY 
THREE FORCES IN A PLANE. 

76. In the present chapter vre shall discuss some 
simple cases of the equilibrium of a rigid body acted upon 
by three forces lying in a plane. 

By the help of the theorem of the next article we shall 
find that the conditions of equilibrium reduce to those of a 
singly particle, 

77. Theorem. J[f three forces^ acting in one plane 
upon a rigid hody^ keep it in equUihrium^ tltey munt either 
meet in a point or he parallel. 

If the forces be .not all parallel, at least two of them 
must meet; let these two be P and (J, 
and let their directions meet in 0, 

The tliird force Jt sliall then pass 
through the point 0, 

Since the algebraic sum of the 
moments of any number of forces about 
a point in their plane is equal to the 
moment of their resultant, 

therefore the sum of the moments of P, ft R about 
0 is equal to the moment of their resultant. 

But this resultant vanislies since the forces are in equi- 
librium. 
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Hence the sum of the moments of P, Q, and R about 0 
is zero. 

But, since F and Q both pass through 0, their moments 
about 0 vanish. 

Hence the moment of R about 0 vanishes. 

Hence by Art. 57, since R is not zero, its line of action 
must pass through 0. 

Hence the forces meet in a point. 

Otlierwlsa. The resultant of P and Q must be some force passing 
through 0. 

But, since the forces P, Q, and It are in equilibrium, this resultant 
must balance 22. 

But two forces cannot balance unless they have the same line of 
action. 

Hence the line of action of 22 must pass through O. 

78 . By the preceding theorem we see that the 
conditions of equilibrium of three forces, acting in one 
plane, are easily obtained. For the three forces mu^ meet 
in a point; and by using Lami’s Theorem, (Art. 40), or 
by resolving the forces in two directions at right angles, 
(Art. 46), or by a graphic construction, we can obtain 
the required conditions. 

Bz. 1. A heavy uniform rod AB U hinged at A to a fixed pointy 
and rests in a position inclined at 60° 
to the horizontal^ being acted upon by 
a horizontal force F applied at the 
lower end B: find the action at the 
hinge and the magnitude of F, 

Let the vertical through C, the 
middle point of the rod, meet the 
horizontal line through B in the point 
D and let the weight of the rod be W, 

There are only three forces acting 
on the rod, viz., the force P, the 
weight IT, and the luiknown reaction, 

P, of the hinge. 

These three forces must therefore 
meet in a point. 
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Kow F' and W meet at Z> ; hence the direction of the action at 
the hinge must bo the lino I>A. 

Draw AF' perpendicular to EB, and let the angle ADE be 6, 


Then 


JV 9 AT? 

tan C0®=2^3. 


Also, by Lami’s Theorem, 
F 


W 


Bin WDA “ Bin ADD “ sin WDB * 

F _ W P 

sin (90° + 6) “ sin {IM® - «r) “ Bin 90“ ■ 

and P=7r-4-s=irv’l + col»fl=)r* /^. 

sm e 'V 12 

otherwise; ADE is a triangle of forces, since its sides are parallel 
to the forces* Hence Q can be measured, and 
P F W 
AD’^ ED^ AE' 

B& 2. A uniform rod, AB, i$ inclined at an angle of 60^ to the 
vertical with one end A resting againet a smooth 
vertical wall, being supported by a string attached 
to a point C of the rod, distant 1 foot from B, and 
also to a ring in the wall vertically above A ; if 
the length of the rod be 4 feeU find the position of 
the ring and the inclination and tension of the 
string. 

Let the perpendicular to the wall through A 
and the verticM line through the middle point, 

O, of the rod meet in O. 

The third force, the tension T of the string, 
must therefore pass through 0. Hence CO pro- 
duced must pass through D, the position of the 
ring. 

Let the angle CDA bo 0, and draw CEF horizontal to moot OG in 
E and the wall in F, 

CE CG Bin CGE 

Then tan^^tanCO^ss^^M - ■ 

C/A At^ 



Isriney , 
”8. cos 60®'“ 


1 


0= 


A AOD^60P-e=aQP. 
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Hence ADssACssiB feet, giving the poaition of the ring. 

If 12 be the reaction of the wall, and W be the weight of the 
beam, we have, since the forces are proportional to the sides of the 
triangle AOD, 

OD^AO'^DA' 


A 


Tssir — s 
DA 


and 


JJ« JT tan 30“ = jr 


_1 

s/3‘ 


Hxm 8. A rod whose centre of gravity divides it into two portions^ 
wliose lengths are a and b, has a string^ of length 2, tied to its two ends 
and the string is slung over a small smooth peg; find the position of 
equilibrium of the rod, in which it is not verticaL 

[N.B. The centre of gravity of a body is the point at which its 
weight may be assumed to actJ\ 

Let AB be the rod and G its centre of gravity ; let 0 be the peg 
and let the lengths of the portions AO 
and OB of the string be x and y respec- 
tively. 

Since there are only three forces 
acting on the body they must meet in 
a point. 

But the two tensions pass through 
0; hence the line of action of the 
weight W must pass through O, and 
hence the line CO must be vertic^. 

Kow the tension T of the string is 
not altered, since the string passes 
round a smooth peg; hence, since W 

balances the resultant of two equal forces, it must bisect the angle 
between them. 

tAOCssa tBOC^a (say). 

Hence, by Geometry, f a b ~ . 

Also x+yssl. 

solving those equations, we have 



® _ y I 

a b^a+b 


.(i). 
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Also, from tiie triangle AOB, we have 
(a + 6)2= a-® + y® - 2 x 1 / cos 2a = (a: + 1 /)® - 2a:y (1 + cos 2a) 

= (a; + y)^ — ^y cos® a = Z® — 4 

Z2-(a + 6)®(a + 6)® 

/. cos®a= — -- — 


Z%6 


cos® a. 


4Za 


ab 


.(ii). 


This equation gives a. 

Let 6 be the inclination of the rod to the horizon, bo that 
OCA = 90^ + 0. 


From the triangle A CO we have 


Bin (9 0°+^) .dO a? _ I , . 

Bin a ~'AG~a'^a + b* ^ 

^ Zsina 

/. cos 0 = » givmg 0. 


Also, by resolving the forces vertically, we have 2Too3a=Wf 
giving T, 

Numerical Example, If the length of the rod bo 5 feet, the length 
of the string 7 feet, and if the centre of gravity of the rod divide it in 
the ratio 4 : 3, shew that the portions of the string are at right angles, 
that thf inclination of the rod to the horizon is tan~^ -f , and that the 
tension of the string is to the weight of the rod as ^2 ; 2. 


Bz. 4. A heavy uniform rod^ of length 2a, rests partly within and 
partly without a fixed smooth hemispherical howlj of radius r; the rim 
of the howl is horizontal^ uiul uoe pi/int of the rod is in contact with the 
rim; if 0 he the inclination of the rod to the horizon, shew that 

2r cos 20=aoos 0, 

Let the figure represent that vertical section of the hemisphere 
which passes through the rod. 

Let AB be the rod, G its centre of gravity, and C the point where 
the rod meets the edge of the bowl. 

The reaction at A is along the line to the centre, O, of the bowl ; 
for ^0 is the only line through A which is perpendicular to the 
surface of the bowl at A, 

Also the reaction at C is perpendicular to the rod ; for this is the 
only direction that is perpendicular to both the rod and the rim of 
the bowl. 

These two reactions meet in a point D ; also, by Euo. m. 31, 
D must lie on the geometrical sphere of which the bowl is a portion. 

Hence the vertical line through the middle point of the rod, 
must pass through 2>. 
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Through A draw AE horizontal to meet DG in E and join 00, 



Since 00 and AE are parallel, 

lOCA^ iCAE^B, 

Since OC=OAj /. lOAG— lOCA^B, 

Also /GZ)C=90°- iDGC==B, 

Now = cos ^=a cos(?, 

and AE AD cos 2B=:2r C03 2B, 

/. 2r cos 2B = a cos B, giving B. 

Also, by Laini’s Theorem, if li and S be the reactions at 4 and C, 
we have 

Jt S W 

sin B ” sin ADG * sin A DC * 

ie ^ ^ ^ 

' ’ sin B ~~ cos 2B ~ cos B ’ 

Numerical Example. If r = ^ a, then we have ^-30°, and 
Jt=S=W^~. 

Bx« 6. A beam whom centre of gravity divides it into tivo po'r^ 
tions, a and h, is placed inside a smooth sphere ; shew that^ if 0 he its 
inclination to the horizon in the position of equilibrium and 2a he the 
angle subtended by the beam at the centre of the sphere^ then 

h — a 

tan B=- tan a. 

6+a 

In this case both the reactions, R and 5, at the ends of the rod 
pass through the centre, O, of the sphere. Hence the centre of gravity, 
G, of the rod must be vertically below O. 

Let OG meet the horizontal lino through ^ in 

Draw OD perpendicular to AB, 
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Then Z AOD s= z BOD = a, 

and ZDOG=90®- lDGO= 


B 


Hence 

^ _ AG _ AD - GD _ OD tan A OD - OD tan GOD 
b~GB~ BDTgD “ OD tan B^ U+OD tan GOD 
tan a - tan & 

■" tan a + tan ^ ‘ 

, ^ h—a. 

A tan 0=1 tana. 

• b+a 

This equation gives 0. 

Also, bj Lamps Theorem, 

^ jS ^ JT _ 
sin BOG felu A OG sin A OB * 

Jl _ S IV 

sin (a + 0) ^ sin (a - 0) sin 2a * 

giving the retuitions. 

Numerical Exarn^de. If the rod be of weight 40 lbs., and subtend 
a right angle at the centre of the sphere, and if its centre of gravity 
divide it in the ratio 1 : 2, shew that its inclination to the horizon 
is tan-ij, and that the reactions are 8^6 and 16^5 lbs. weight 
respectively. 

Baa 6. SJiew haw th^ forces which act on a kite mamtain it in 
equilibrium^ proving that the perpendicular to ilte kite must lie between 
the direction of the string and the vertical, 

Jjct AB be the middle line of the kite, B being the ^int at which 
the tail is attached; the plane of the kite is perpendicular to the 
plane of the paper. Let G be the centre of gravitj of the kite 
including its ton. 

The action of the wind may be resolved at each point of the kite 
into two components, one perpendicular to the kite and the other 
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along its surface. The latter components havo no effect on it and 
may be neglected. The former components compound into a single 



force It perpendicular to the kite which acin at a point Jl which is 
a short distance above G. 

R and W meet at a point 0 and through it must pass the direction 
of the third force, viz, the tension T of the string. 

Draw EL vertically to represent the weight TT, and LJi ^ parallel 
to if O to represent 22. 

Then, by the triangle of forces, MK must represent the tension T 
of the string. 

It is clear from the figure that the line MK must make a greater 
angle with the vertical LK than the line LM, 

i.e, the perpendicular to the kite must lie between the vertical 
and the direction of the string. 

From the triangle of forces it is clear that both T and W must 
be smaller than the force 22 exerted by the wind. 

79. Trigonometrical Theorems. There are two 
trigonometrical theorems which are useful in Statical 
Problems, viz, 1/ P he any point in the hose AB of a 
iricmgle ABCy cund if CP divides AB into two parts m 
cmd riy and the angle C into two parts a and /3, and if 


the cmgle CPB he By then 

(m + n)cot6 = mcota — ncot p (1), 

and {m + n ) cotO cot A — m cot B (2), 
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m AP AP PC sin ACP sinPJBG 
n PB^' PC' PP~~sinPAC' sin PCB 
sin a sin (^ + yS) 
sin ((• - a) ’ wiTjS^ 


, sine© L PBG « 180® -{13 + 6), 


sin a (sin d cos /S + cos $ sin j3) _ cot /S + cot 0 
sin ^ (sin d cos a — cos d sin a) cot a — cot $ * 


mcota— riCot^ = (m + w) cotd. 


Again 

sin AGP sin PBG 
sin PAG sin PGB 
sin (0 - A) sin B 
sin A ' sin (O + B) 

(sin 0 cos A — cos 6 sin A ) sin B 
’ sin A (sin 0 cos B + cos 0 sin B) 
cot A — cot $ 

" cot B + cot $ * 


c 



(m + n) cot $ cot — 7n cot B. 

As an illustration of the use of these formulas take Ex. 5 of 
Art. 78. Here formula (2) gives 

(« + h) cot 0GB = h oot OAB - a cot OB A , 

(a + 7>) tan^=&tana — atana. 

Other illustrations of their use will be found later on in this book. 


EXAMPLES. XI. 

1, A uniform rod, ABy of weight W, is movable in a vortical 
plane about a hinge at A , and is sustained in equilibrium by a weight 
P attached to a string BCP passing over a smooth peg AC being 
vertical ; it AG he equal to AB, shew that Ps=sJV coa A CB. 

2. A uniform rod can turn freely about one of its ends, and ia 
pulled aside from the vertical by a horizontal force acting at the 
other end of the rod and equal to half its weight ; at what inclination 
to the vertical will the rod rest? 
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3, A rod Ali^ hinged at is supported in a horizontal position 
by a string making an angle of 45*^ with the rod, and the rod has 
a mass of 10 lbs. suspended from B, Neglecting the weight of the 
rod, find the tension of the string and the action at the hinge. 

4, A uniform heavy rod AB has the end A in contact with a 
smooth vertical wall, and one end of a string is fastened to the rod 
at a point C, such that ACs=\aB, and the other end of the string is 
fastened to the wall ; find the length of the string, if the rod rest in 
a position inclined at an angle to the vertical. 

5, ACB is a uniform rod, of weight W ; it is supported (7? being 
uppermost) with its end A against a smooth vertical wall AD by means 
of a string CD, DB being horizontal and CD inclined to the wall at 
an angle of 30°. Find the tension of the string and the reaction of 
the wall, and prove that AC= J.4D. 


6. A uniform rod, AB^ resting with one end A against a smooth 
vertical wall is supported by a string DC which is tied to a point C 
vertically above A and to the other end B of the rod. Draw a diagram 
shewing the lines of action of the forces which keep the rod in equi- 
librium, and shew that the tension of the string is greater than the 
weight of the rod. 


7. A uniform beam AB, of given length, is supported swith its 
extremity, A, in contact with a smooth wall by means of a string CD 
fiiftened to a known xx>int C of the beam and to a point D of the wall ; 
if the inclination of the beam to the wall be given, shew how to find 
by geometrical construction the length of the string CD and the height 
of D above A, 

For the problem to be possible, shew that the given angle BAD 
must be acute or obtuse according as u4C is less or greater than \ aB, 


8, A uniform rod, of length a, bangs against a smooth vertical 
wall being supported by means of a string, of length Z, tied to one end 
of the rod, the other end of the string being attached to a point in the 
wall ; shew that the rod can rest inclined to the wall at an angle $ 

given by cos^ What are the limits of the ratio of a : 2 that 

equilibrium may be possible? 


9. Equal weights P and P are attached to two strings yfCPand 
BCP passing over a smooth peg C. AB is a heavy beam, of weight 
whose centre of gravity is a feet from A and b feet from B ; shew that 
AB is inclined to the horizon at an angle 
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10. A boayy uniform beam ib hung from a fixed poinli by two 
Biringa attached to ita extremities ; if the lengths of the strings and 
beam be as 2 : 8 : 4, Bhe^Y that the tensions of the strings and tho 
weight of the beam are as 2 : 8 : ,JlQ. 

11. A heavy uniform rod. 15 inches long, is suspended from a 

fixed point by strings fastened to its ends, their lengths being 9 and 
12 inches ; if ^ be the angle at which the rod is inclined to the vertical, 
shew that 25 sin 0 = 24. 

12. A straight uniform rod, of weight 3 lbs., is suspended from a 
peg by two strings, attached at one end to the peg and at the other to 
the extremities of the rod ; the angle between the strings is a right 
angle and one is twice as long as the other ; find their tensions. 

13. Two equal heavy spheres, of 1 inch radius, are in equilibrium 
within a smooth spherical cup of 3 inches radius. Shew that the 
action between the cup and one sphere is double that between the two 
spheres. 

14. A sphere, of given weight TT, rests between two smooth 
planes, one vertical and the other inclined at a given angle a to tho 
vertical ; find the reactions of the planes. 

15. A solid sphere rests upon two parallel bars which are in the 
same horizontal plane, the distance between the bars being equal to 
tho radius of the spheio ; find the reaction of each bar. 

16. A smooth sphere is supported in contact with a smooth 
vertical wall by a string fastened to a point on its surface, the other 
end being attached to a point in the wall ; if the length of the string 
be equal to the radius of the sphere, find the inclination of the string 
to the vortical, the tension of the string, and the reaction of the wall. 

17. A picture of given weight, hanging vertically against a smooth 
wall, is supported by a string passing over a smooth peg driven into 
the wall ; the ends of the string are fastened to two points in tho 
upper rim of the frame which are equidistant from the centre of the 
rim, and the angle at the peg is 60° ; compare the tension in this case 
with what it will be when the string is shortened to two-thirds of its 
length. 

18. A picture, of 40 lbs. wt., is hung, with its upper and lower 
edges horizontal, by a cord fastened to the two upper comers and 
passing over a nail, so that the parts of the cord at the two sides of 
the niul are inclined to one another at an angle of 60°. 

tension of the cord in lbs. weight. < 

19. A picture hangs symmetrically by means of a string passing 
over a nail and attached to two rings in the picture ; what is the 
tension of the string when the picture weighs 10 lbs., it the string be 
4 feet long and the nail distant 1 ft. 6 inches from the horizontal line 
joining the rings? 
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20. A picture frame, rcctan^lar in eliape, rests against a smooth 
vertical wall, from two points in which it is suspended by parallel 
strings attaohed to two points in the upper edge of the back of the 
frame, the length of each string being equal to the height of the 
frame. Shew that, if the centre of gravity of the frame coincide with 
its centre of figure, the picture will hang against the wall at an angle 

tan~^ ^ to the vertical, where a is the height and h the thickness of 

the picture. 

21. It is required to hang a picture on a vertical wall so that it 
may rest at a given inclination, a, to the wall and be supported by a 
cord attached to a point in the wall at a given height h above the 
lowest edge of the picture ; determine, by a geometrical construction, 
the point on the back of the picture to which the cord is to be 
attached and find the length of the cord that will be required. 

22. A rod rests wholly within a smooth hemispherioal bowl., of 
radius r, its centre of gravity dividing the rod into two portions of 
lengths a and b. Show that, if ^ be the inclination of the rod to the 

horizon in the position of equilibrium, then sin , and 

find the reactions between the rod and the bowl. 

23. In a smooth hemispherical cup is placed a heavy ro^ equal 
in length to the radius of the cup, the centre of gravity of ilie rcnl 
being one-third oi its length from one end ; shew that the angle ms4e 
by the rod with the vertical is tan~^ 

21. A uniform rod, 4 inches in length, is placed with one end 
inside a smooth hemispherical bowl, of which the axis is vertical and 
the radius ^^3 inches ; show that a quarter of the rod will project over 
the edge of the bowl. 

Prove also that the shortest rod that will thus rest is of length 
2,^2 inches. 


The fbUowins examples are to be eolved grapbleally. 

25. A heavy beam, AB^ 10 feet long, is supported, A up^rmost, 
by two ropes attached to it at ^ and B which are respectively inclined 
at 65° and 50° to the horizontal; if AB be inclined at 20° to the 
horizontal, find at what distance from A its centre of gravity is. 
Also, if its weight be 200 lbs., find the tensions of the two ropes. 

26. A light rod AB^ of length 2 feet, is smoothly jointed to a fixed 
support at A and rests horizontally; at D, where AD =9 inches, it 
carries a weight of 10 lbs., being supported by a light rod CB, where 
C is exactly imdemeath A and ACm9 inches ; find the thrust in the 
rod CP. 
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27. AB is a uniform loam turning on a pivot at 0 and kept in 
equilibrium by a light string AD attached to the highest point A and 
to a point D vertically below C. If ^B=3£t., ^10=1 ft., CD=2ft., 
and DA =2*7 ft., and the weight of the beam be 10 lbs., find the 
tension of the string and the reaction of the pivot. 

28. A. cantilever consists of a horizontal rod AB hinged to a fixed 
support at Af and a rod DC hinged at a point C ot AB and also 
hinged to a fixed point D verticiiJly below A» A weight of 1 owt. 
is attached at B; find the actions at A and C, given that AB=6ft., 
AC =2 it, and AD=B ft., the weights of the rods being neglected. 

29. The plane of a kite is inclined at 50° to the horizon, and its 
weight is 10 lbs. The resultant thrust of the air on it acts at a point 
8 inches above its centre of gravity, and the string is tied at a point 
10 inches above it. Find the tension of the string and the thrust 
of the air. 
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GENERAL CONDITIONS OE EQUILIBRIUM OF A 
BODY ACTED ON BY FORCES IN ONE PLANE, 

80 . Theorem. Any system of forces^ acting in one 
jtlairtc upon a rigid hody^ can he reduced to either a single 
force or a single couple. 

By the parallelogram of forces any two forces, whose 
directions meet, can be compounded into one force; also, 
by Art. 62, two parallel forces can be compounded into one 
force provided they are not equal and unlike. , 

First compound together all the parallel forces, or sets 
of parallel forces, of the given system. 

Of the resulting system take any two forc(»s, not form- 
ing a couple, and find their resultant Ji ^ ; next find the 
resultant of R\ a suitable third force of the system ; 
then detcriniiie the resultant of and a suitable fourth 
force of the system ; and so on until all the forces have 
been exhausted. 

Finally, we must either arrive at a single force, or we 
shall have two equal parallel unlike forces forming a 
couple. 

81 . Theorem. If a system of forces act in one 
plane upon a rigid body^ and if the algebraic sum of tlieir 
Tnoments about each of three points in the plane {not lying in 
the same straight line) vanish separately^ the system of forces 
is in equilibrium^ 
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For any such syjstem of forces, by tlio last article, 
reduces to either a single force or a single couple. 

In our case they cannot reduce to a single couple ; for, 
if they did, the sum of their moments al)out any point in 
their plane would, by Art. 69, be equal to a constant which 
is not zero, and this is contrary to our hypothesLs. 

Hence the system of forces cannot reduce to a single 
couple. 

The system must therefore either be in equilibrium or 
reduce to a single force F, 

Let the three points about which the moments are taken 
bo A, and G. 

Since the algebraic sum of the moments of a system of 
forces is equal to that of their resultant (Art. 62), therefore 
the moment of F about the point A must be zero. 

Hence F is either zero, or passes through A, 

Similarly, since the moment of F about B vanishes, 
F must be either zero or must pass through B, 

F is either zero or acts in the line AB, 

Finally, since the moment about G vanishes, F must be 
cither zero or pass through G, 

But (since the points Ay By G are not in the same 
straight line) the force cannot act along AB and also pass 
through G. 

Hence the only admissible case is that F should be zero, 
i.c., that the forces should be in equilibrium. 

The system will also be in cquilibriiun if (1) the sum of the 
moments about each of two points, A and B, separately vanish, and 
if (2) the sum of the forces resolved along AB be zero. For, if (1) 
holds, the resultant, by the foregoing article, is either zero or acts 
along AB^ Also, if (2) be true there is no resultant in the direction 
AB\ hence the resiutant force is zero. Also, as in the foregoing 
article, there is no resultant couple. Hence the system is in equi- 
librium. 
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82. Theorem. A system of forces^ acthig in onephiTie 
•upon a rigid hody^ is in eguilibrium, if the sum of tJ^eir compo- 
nents parallel to each of two lines in their plane he zero, and if 
the algebraic sum of their moments about any point he zero also. 

For any such system of forces, by Art. 80, can be 
I’educed to either a single force or a single couple. 

In our case they cannot reduce to a single force. 

For, since the sums of the components of the forces 
parallel to two lines in their plane are separately zero, 
therefore the components of their resultant force parallel to 
these two lines are zero also, and therefore the resultant 
force vanishes. 

Neither can the forces reduce to a single couple; for, if 
they did, the moment of this couple about sny point in its 
plane would be equal to a constant which is not zero; this, 
however, is contrary to our hypothesis. 

Hence the system of forces must be in equilibriurrs 

83. It will be noted that in the enunciation of the last 
article nothing is said alK>ut the directions in which wo are 
to resolve. In practice, however, it is almost always desir- 
able to resolve along two directions at right angles. 

Hence the conditions of equilibrium of any system of 
forces, acting in one plane upon a rigid body, may be ob- 
tained as follows ; 

I. Sf quate to zero the algebraic sum of the re- 
solved partsof all the forces In some fixed direction. 

IL Equate to zero the algebraic sum of the 
resolved parts of all the forces in a perpendicular 
direction. 

IIL Equate to zero the algebraic sum of the 
moments of the forces about any point in their 
plane. 
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1 and II ensure that there shall be no motion of the 
body as a whole ; III ensures that there shall be no motion 
of rotation about any point. 

The above three statical relations, together with the 
geometrical relations holding between the component 
portions of a system, will, in general, be suiEcient to deter- 
mine the equilibrium of any system acted on by forces 
which are in one plane. 

In applying the preceding conditions of equilibrium to 
any particular case, great simplifications can often be intro- 
duced into the equations by properly choosing the directions 
along which we resolve. In general, the horizontal and 
vertical directions are the most suitable. 

Again, the position of the point about which we take 
moments is important ; it should be chosen so that as few 
of the forces as possible are introduced into the equation of 
moments. 


84 . Wo havo shewn that the conditions given in the previous 
article are sufficient for the equilibrium of the system of forces ; they 
are also necessary . 

Suppose we knew only that the first two conditions were satisfied. 
The system of forces might then reduce to a single couple ; for the 
forces of this couple, being equal and opposite, are such that their 
components in any direction would vanish. Hence, resolving in any 
third direction would give us no ailditional condition. In this ease 
the forces would not be in equilibrium unless the third condition were 
sausfied. 

Suppose, again, that we knew only that the components of the 
system along one given line vanished and that the moments about a 
given point vanished also ; iA this case the forces might reduce to a 
single force through the given point peipcndiculor to the given line ; 
hence we see that it is necessary to have the sum of the components 
parallel to another line zero also. 



GENERAL CONDITIONS OF EQUILIBRIUM 101 


85 . We shall now give some examples of the applicjir 
tion of the general conditions of equilibrium. In solving 
any statical pn>blem the student should proceed as 
follows ; 

(1) Draw the figure according to the conditions given. 

(2) Mark all the forces acting on the body or bodies, 
taking care to assume an unknown reaction (to be deter- 
mined) wherever one body presses against another, and 
to mark a tension along any supporting string, and to 
assume a reaction wherever the body is hinged to any other 
body or fixed point. 

(3) For each body, or system of bodies, involved in 
the problem, equate to zero the forces acting on it resolved 
along two convenient perpendicular directions (generally 
horizontal and vertical). 

(4) Also equate to zero the moments of the forces 

about any convenient point. • 

(5) Write down any geometrical relations connecting 
the lengths or angles involved in the figure. 

Bz. 1. A heavy uniform beam rests with one end upon a horizfmtal 
plane, and the other end upon a given inclined plane; it is kept in 
equilibrium by a string which is attached to the end resting oti the 
horizontal plane and to the intersection of the inclined and horizontal 
planes; given that ths inclination (a) of the beam to the horizontal is 
one-half that of the inclined plane, find the tension of the string and the 
reactions of the planes. 

Let AB be the beam, AO the horizontal, and OB the inclined 
plane. 
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Let T be the tension of the string AO, W the weight of the body, 
Jt and S the reactions at A and B respectively vertical and perpen- 


dicular to OB. 

Eesolving horizontally and vertically we have 

2's:56m2a (1), 

Tr=:i2+iSfooa2a (2). 

Also, taking moments about A, we have 

JF,aooBa=S. AB Bin ABL=sS .2aooBa (3), 

where 2a is the length of the beam. 


These three equations give the oircuinsiances of the equilibrium. 

Prom (3), we have S=iTr. 

from (2), J{=Tr-|fF’ooa2tt=)r(l-|^oo82a). 

Also, from (1), 

W , 

T=:^Bm2a. 

Hence the reactions and the tension of the string are deteimined. 

Suppose that, instead of the inclination of the beam to the horizon 
being given, the length of the string were given (=2 say). 

Let us assume the inclination of the beam to the horizon to be 

The equations (1) and (2) remain the some as before. 

The equation of moments would be, however, 

W. a 003 $ ss S .AB Bin ABLssS .2aooB ABO 

= . 2a cos {2a - (4). 

We should have a geometrical equation to determine $, viz,, 

_ sin 

2a “ AB ~ BinAOB “ sin 2a 

This latter equation determines 0, and then the equations (1), (2), 
and (4) would give T, B, and S. 

This question might have been solved by resolving along and 
perpendicular to the beam; in each equation we should then have 
involved each of the quantities T, B, S, and W, so that the resulting 
equations would have been more complicated than those above. 

It was also desirable to take moments about A; for this is the 
only convenient point in the figure through which pass two of the 
forces which act on the body. \ 

Bx. 2. A beam whose centre of gravity divides it into portions, of 
lengths a and b respectively, rests in equilibrium with its ends resting 
on two smooth planes indined at angles a and p respectively to this 
horizon, the planes intersecting in a horizontal line; find the inclinalion 
of tlte beam to the horizon and the reactions of the planes^ 



GENERAL CONDITIONS OF EQUILIBRIUM 103 

Let the planes be OA and OB, and let AB be the rod, whoso centre 
of gravity is O, so that OA and OB are a and b respectively. 

Let J2 and S be the reactions at A and B perpendicular to the 
Inclined planes, and let ^ be the inclination of the beam to the 
horizon. 


O' 



Besolving vertically and horizontally, we have 


Jioosa+^^oosjSsslF' ^1), 

Ji sin as=SBin/3 (2). 

Also, by taking moments about G, we have 


B . OA sin OAL^S, OB sin GBM. 

Now I OAL=90^’-BAO=9QP - (a - 0), 

and Z <?BM'=90®-^BO=90®-(/5+/). 

Hence the equation of moments becomes 

i2.doos(a-^)=:5. boos(^+^) (3). 

From (2), we have 

B _ S ^ Bc oBa + Soosp _ ^ b Ql 

sin/S" Bino**Bmj8cosa+Binaoos^”“sin(a+/3) * 

These equations give B and 8; also substituting for B and 8 in (3) 
we have 

aeln fiooB (a-^)=&sinaoos03 + ^); 

.% a sin (cos a cos 9+sin a sin 0)ssh sin a (oos j9 cos d - sin sin 0) ; 
(a+ &) sin a sin /3 sin ^=oos ^ (& sin a cos /3-a oos a sin p ) ; 

(a+^tan^=&oot^-aoota (4), 

giving the value of 0, 

OthervrUe thiui; Since there are only three forces acting on the 
body this question might have been solved by the methods of the last 
chapter. 
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Fur the three forces iZ, 8, and TT, must mact in a point O'. 

The theorem of Art. 79 then gives 

(a + h) cot 0'(r^ = 6cot jS-acota, 
i.e. (a + Z#) tan ^=:Z)CotjS-acot a. 
which is equation (4). 

Also Lami’s Theorem (Art. 40) gives 

R 8 _ W 

ilnSO'O “ sin Aaa “ iin A&R ' 

^ 8 ^ W 
sin /3 ’"sin a sin(a+j8)‘ 

fix. 8. A ladder t whose weight is 192 lbs, arid whose length is 25 
feett rests with one e^id against a smooth vertical wall and with the 
other end upon the ground; if it he prevented from slipping hy a peg 
at its Imvest point, and if the Imvest point he distant 7 feet from the 
wall, find the reactions of the peg, the ground, and the wall. 

Let AB be the rod and Q its middle point; let R and be the 
reactions of the ground and wall, and 8 the hori- 
zontal reaction of the peg. Let the angle OAO be 
a, sot that 

AO 7 

and hence 

■"625" V 625 ~26’ 

Equating to zero the horizontal and vertical 
components of the forces acting on the rod, we have 

iZ- 192=0... (1), 

and JZi-S=0 (2). 

Also, taldng moments about A, we have 

192 X AG GOB a=iZi X AB sin a (9) ; 

/. JZi=192x^ oota=6 96x-5^=28. 

Hence, from (1) and (2), 

JZ=192 and ^=28. 

The required reactions are therefore 28, 192, and 26 lbs* weight 
respectively. 

The resultant of R and 8 must by the last chapter pass through O', 
the point of intersection of the weight and iZ^. 
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Bx. 4. One end of a uniform rod is attached to a hinge, and the 
other end is sujyported hy a string attached to the extremity of the rod, 
and the rod and string are inclined at the same angle, B, to the hori^ 
zontal; if W he the weight of the rod, shew that the action at the 

hinge is ^ /^8+co«ec*d. 

Let AB be the rod, C its middle point, and BD tbe string meeting 
the horizontal line through A ia I>» 
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Let the tension of the string be I*. 

The action at the hinge is unknoym both in magnitude B.nd 
direction. Let the horizontal and yertical components of this action 
be X and Y, as marked in the figure. Draw BE perpendicular to AB, 


Then AB s=2AEss 2AB coa 

Eesolving horizontally and vertically, we have 

X=:Toob0 ( 1 ). 

Y+Taine^W ( 2 ). 

Also, taking moments about A, we have 

W, AC coa 0=T.AB Bin 0= T ,2AB ooa 0 ain 0 (3). 


Prom (3), 7=1^53^^ = 


Hence, by (1) and (2), 

TV W 

X-=s — ootd, and 


3TV 

T"* 


Therefore the action at the hinges Y* 

== ^ ^/9 + OOt^s ^ a/s +00860® 

If BS meet the diieotion of IT in then, by the last chapter, 
AM ia the direction of the action at A, Hence, if CN be parallel to 
AMf then CMN is a triangle of forces. 
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Bz. 6. A uniform heavy rod can turn freely about one end^ which 
18 fixed ; to this end is attached a string which supports a sphere of 
radius a. If the length of the rod he 4a, the length of the string a, and 
the weights of the sphere and rod he each IF, find the inclinations of the 
rod and string to the vertical and the tension of the string. 

Let OA bo tbe rod, OC the string, B the centre of the sphere, and 
J> the point in which the rod touches the sphere. 



Between the sphere and the rod at X> there is a reaction, R, per- 
pendicular to OD, acting in opposite directions on the two bo^es. 

The forces which act on the sphere onlj must be in equilibrium ; 
and BO also must the forces which act on the rod. 

Since there are only three forces acting on the sphere they must 
meet in a point, viz,, the centre of the sphere. 

Hence OCB is a straight line. 

Let 0 and be the inclination of the rod and string to the 
. BB a 1 

tf + 0=8O“ (1). 

The forces acting on the rod are the reaction at D, the weight of 
the rod, and tbe action at the hinge O, 

If we take moments about O we shall avoid this action, and wo 
have 

7r.2aBin^9>/2. OH^jR.SaooaSO^ .^...(2). 


vortical. 

Then 
so that 



GENERAL CONDITIONS OF EQUILIBRIUM 107 


From the conditions of equilibrium of the sphere, 

^ ^ ^ W 

sin^^ + eO'^) sin sin 60® 
Therefore, from (2) and (3), 

sin ^ B sin <t> 

cos 30^ Bin “66®“ 

/. ^^(7, and hence, from (1), 

^=^=15°. 

Substituting in (3), we have 

8in60»~ ^6 6 

, sin 15° W, 

sin 60°' 


.(3). 


and (3V2-^/C)=•2988x IF. 


n/6 6 


EXAMPLES. XIL 


1, A uniform beam, JJ5, whose wei^t is Wy rests with one end, 
if , on a smooth horizontal plane AC. The other end, JB, re^s on a 
plane CB inolined to the former at an angle of 60®. If a string CAy 
equal to CB, prevent motion, find its tension. 


2, A ladder, of weight Wj rests with one end against a smooth 
vertical wall and with the other resting on a smooth floor; if the 
inclination of the ladder to the horizon bo 60®, find, W calculation 
and graphically, the horizontal force that must be applied to the lower 
end to prevent tlie ladder from sliding down. 


3, A beam, of weight W, is divided by its centre of gravity C into 
two portions AG and BC, whose lengths are a and 5 respectively. The 
beam rests in a vertical plane on a smooth floor AD and against a 
smooth vertical wall DB. A string is attached to a hook at D and to 
the beam at a point P. If T be the tension of the string, and 6 and ^ 
be the inclinations of the beam and string respectively to thc' horizon. 


shew that 


T^W 


aoosd 

(a + b)Bin(d-0)* 


4, A ladder rests at an angle a to the horizon, with its ends rest- 
ing on a smooth floor and against a smooth vertical wall, the lower 
end being attached by a string to the junction of the wall and floor; 
find the tension of the string. 

Find also the tension of the string when a man, whose weight is 
one-half lhat of the ladder, has ascended the ladder two-thirds of its 
length. 
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£xs. XII 


5. One end of a uniform beam, of weight is placed on a smooth 
horizontal plane; the other end, to which a string is fastened, rests 
against another smooth plane inclined at an angle a to the horizon ; the 
string, passing over a pulley at the top of the inclined plane, hangs 
vertically, and supports a weight P; shew that the beam will rest in 
all positions if 2P= W sin a. 

6, A hea^^ uniform beam rests with its extremities on two smooth 
inclined planes, which meet in a horizonhil line, and whose inclinations 
to the horizon are a and /3 ; find its inclination to the horizon in the 
position of equilibrium, and the reactions of the planes. 

7. A uniform beam rests with a smooth end against the junction 
of the ground and a vertical wall, and is supported by a string 
fastened to the other end of the be^n and to a staple in the wall. 
Find the tension of the string, and shew that it wlU be one-half 
the weight of the beam if the length of the string be equal to the 
height of the staple above the ground. 

8, A uniform rod PC, of weight 2 lbs., can turn freely about P 
and is supported by a string ^C, 8 inches long, attached to a point A in 
the same horizontal line as P, the distance AB being 10 inches. If 
the rod be 6 inches long, find the tension of the string. Verify by 
a drawing and measurement. 


9, * A uniform rod has its upper end fixed to a hinge and its other 
end attached by a string to a fix^ point in the same horizontal plane 
as the hinge, the length of the string being equal to the distance 
between the fixed point and the hinge. If the tension of the string be 
equal to the weight W of the rod, shew that the rod is inclined to the 
horizon at an angle tan~^ and that the action of the hinge is equal 


W 

to a force \/10 inclined at an angle tan~^ 


1 1 : 


10. A rod is movable in a vertiool plane about a hinge at one end, 
and at the other end is fastened a weight equal to half the weight of 
the rod ; this end is fastened by a string, of length to a point at a 
height e vertically over the hinge. Shew that the tension of the string 

IW 

is — , whore W is the weight of the rod. 

c 

11. AB is a uniform rod, of length 8a, which can turn freely 
about tbe end A, which is fixed; C is a smooth ring, whose weight is 
twice that of the tod, which can slide on the rod, and is attached by a 
string CD to a point J> in the same horizontal plane as the point A ; if 
AD and CD be each of length find the position of the ring and the 
tension of the string when the system is in equilibrium. 

Shew also that the action on the rod at the fixed end A is a hozi- 
zontal force equal to where W is the weight of the rod. 
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12, A rigid wire, without weight, in the form of the arc of a circle 
subtending an angle a at its centre, and having two weights P and 
Q at its extremities, rests with its convexity downwards uix)n a hori- 
ssontol plane ; shew that, if d be the inclination to the vertical of the 
radius to the end at which P is suspended, then 


tan 0= 


Qsina 

P-i-^ooso* 


13. A smooth hemispherical bowl, of diameter a, is placed so 
that its edge touches a smooth vertical wall; a heavy uniform rod is 
in equilibrium, inclined at 60^ to the horizon, with one end resting on 
the inner surface of the bowl, and the other end resting against the 

wall; shew that the length of the rod must be « + 


14. A cylindrical vessel, of height 4 inches and diameter 3 inches, 
stands upon a horizontal plane, and a smooth uniform rod, 9 inches 
long, is pliiccd within it resting against the edge. Find the actions 
between the rod and the vessel, the weight of the former being 6 ounces. 


15. A thin ring, of radius 11 and weight TF, is nlaced round a 
vertical cylinder of radius r and prevented from falling by a nail 
projecting horizonhilly from the cylinder. Find the horizontal re- 
actions between the cylinder and the ring. • 


16. A heavy carriage wheel, of weight W and radius r, is to be 
dragged over an obstacle, of height h, by a horizontfd force F applied 
to the centre of the wheel ; shew that F must be slightly greater than 

r-h 


17. A uniform beam, of length 2a, rests in equilibrium, with one 
end resting against a smooth vertical wall and with a point of its 
len^h resting upon a smooth horizontal rod, which is parallel to the 
wall and at a distance b from it; shew that the inclination of the 
beam to the vertical is 



18. A circular disc, BCD, of radius a and weight W, is supported 
by a smooth band, of inappreciable weight and thickness, which sur- 
rounds the disc along the arc BCD and is fastened at its extremities to 
the point A in a vertical wall, the portion AD touching the wall and 
the plane of the disc being at right angles to the wall. If the length 
of the band not In contact with the diso be 2b, shew that the tension 

of the band is -g- » ^4 find the reaction at D, 
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19* Two equal uniform heavy straight rods are connected at one 
extremity by a string and rest upon two smooth pegs in the same 
horizontal line, one rod upon one peg and the other upon the other ; 
if the distance between the pegs be equal to the length of ea.ch rod and 
the length of the string be half the same, shew that the rods rest at an 
angle 6 to the horizon given by 2 cos^ d=l. 

20. A uniform rod, whose weight is TF, is supported by two fine 
strings, one attached to each end, which, after passing over small 
fixed smooth pulleys, carry weights ^2 respectively at the other 

ends. Bhew that the rod is indined to the horizon at an angle 



21. A uniform rod, of weight is supported in equilibrium by 
a string, of length 2Z, attached to its ends and passing over a smooth 
peg. If a weight W* be now attached to one end of the rod, shew that 
it can be placed in another position of equilibrium by sliding a length 

of the string over the peg. 


22. AB is a straight rod, of length 2a and weight XTT, with the 
lower end A on the ground at the foot of a vertical wall ACy B and G 
being at the same vertical height 2b above A ; a heavy ring, of weight 
Wy is free to move along a string, of length 2Z, which joins B and 0. 
If the System be in equilibrium with the ring at the middle point of 
the string, show that 


72 — 


23. A given square board ABCDy of s^de b, Is sapijorlud hori- 
zontally by two given loops of string OA CO and OBDO passing under 
opposite comers and hung over a fixed hook O ; find the tensions of 
the strings, if the height of 0 above the board be b. 


24. A gate weighing 100 lbs. is hung on two hinges, 3 feet apart, 
in a vertic^ line which is distant 4 feet from the centre of gravity of 
the gate. Find the magnitude ot the reactions at each hinge on the 
assumption that the whole of the weight of the gate is borne by the 
lower hinge. 


25. A triangle, formed of three rods, is fixed in a horizontal 
position and a homogeneous sphere rests on it; shew that the 
reaction on each rod is proportional to its length. 

26. A light triangular frame ABC stands in a vertical {lane, O 
being uppermost, on two supports, A and By in the same huri« 
zonti^ line and a mass of 18 lbs. weight is suspended from (7. If 
ABssAC=slB feet, and BCs=6 feet, find the reactions of the supports. 

27. The sides of a triangular framework ore 13, 20, and 21 inches 
in len^; the longest side rests on a horizontal smooth table and a 
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weight of 63 lbs?, is suspended from the opposite angle. Find the 
tension in the side on the table. Verify by a drawing and measure- 
ment. 

28. A bowl is formed from a hollow sphere, of radius a, and is so 
placed that the radius of the sphere drawn to each point in the rim 
makes an angle a with the vertical, whilst the radius drawn to a point 
A of the bowl makes an angle /S with the vertical ; if a smooth uniform 
rod remain at rest with one end at A and a point of its length in 
contact with the rim, shew that the length of the rod is 

. . _ o— 

4a sin /3 sec — ^ . 

86 . In the following articles the conditions of equi- 
librium enunciated in Art. 83 will be obtained in a slightly 
difTerent manner. 

*87. Theorem. A7iy system of forces^ acting in OTie 
pl-ane upon a rigid body, is equivalent to a force acting 
at an arhiirary point of the body together with a couple. 

Let P be any force of the system acting at a point A of 
the body, and let 0 be any arbitrary point. At 0 introduce 



two equal and opposite forces, the magnitude of each being 
P, and lot their line of action be parallel to that of P. 
These do not alter the state of equilibrium of the body. 

The force P at A and the opposite parallel force P 
at O form a couple of moment P.p, where p is the per- 
pendicular from 0 upon the line of action of the original 
force P. 
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Hence tlie force T at A is equivalent to a parallel force 
P &t 0 and a couple of moment P . p. 

So the force Q at is equivalent to a parallel force 
Q at 0 and to a couple of moment Q - where gr is the 
perpendicular from 0 on the line of action of Q, 

The same holds for each of the system of forces. 

Hence the original system of forces is equivalent to 
forces P, Q, P,,. acting at 0, parallel to their original 
directions^ and a number of couples ; these are equivalent 
to a single resultant force at 0, and a single resultant 
couple of moment 

P,p + Q .q + .... 


* 88 . By Art. 74 a force and a couple cannot bahmeo 
unless each is zero. 

Hence the resultant of P, Q, at 0 must be zero, 
and therefore, by Art. 46, (he sum of their resolved parts 
in two directions must separately vanish. 

Also the moment Pp + Qq-^ ... must be zero, i.e., the 
algebraic sum of the moments of the forces about an arbitrary 
point 0 must vanish also. 


*89. Bx. ABCD is a square; along the sides ATt, BC, DC, and 
DA act forces equal to 1, 9, 5, and 3 lbs. weight; find the force, passing 
throfugh the centre of the square, and the ccntple which are together 
equivalent to the given system. 

Let 0 be the centre of the square and let OX and OY be perpendi- 
cular to the sides BC, CD respectively. Let 
the side of the square be 2a. 

The force 9 is equivalent to a force 9 
along OY together with a couple of moment 
9. a. 

The force 8 is equivalent to a force - 3 
along OY together with a couple of moment 
8 . 0 . 

The force 5 is equivalent to a foroe 5 
along OX together with a couple of moment 
— 5 . a. 
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The force 1 is equivalent to a force 1 along OX together with a 
couple of moment 1 . a. 

Hence the moment of the resultant couple is 9a+3a-5a+l .a, 
i,e,, 8 .a. 

The component force along OX is 6 and the component along OY 
is 6. 

Hence the resultant force is one of 6»J2 lbs. weight inclined at 45° 
to the side A B. 


EXAMPLES. XIIL 

1. A square is acted u^n by forces equal to 2, 4, 6, and 8 lbs. 
weight along its sides taken in order; find the resultant force and the 
resultant couple of these forces, when the resultant force goes through 
the centre of the square. 

2. ABCT> is a square; along HA, AH, HC, CD, and OB act forces 
equal to P, 8P, 6P, 7P, and 9^y2P; find the force, passing through A, 
and tlie couple, which are together equivalent to the syst^. 

3. Forces equal to 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6 lbs. weight respectively act 
along the sides AH, HD, C7D, OE, EF^ and FA of a regular hexagon; 
find the force, passing through A, and the couple, which are together 
equivalent to the system. 

4. Given in position a force equal to 10 lbs. weight and a couple 
consisting of two forces, each equal to 4 lbs. weight, at a distance of 
2 inches asunder, draw the equivalent single force. 

Constrained body. 

90 . A body is said to be constrained when one or 
more points of tlie body are fixed. For example, a rod 
attached to a wall by a balhsocket has one point fixed and 
is constrained. 

If a rigid body have two points A and B fixed, all the 
points of the body in the line AB are fixed, and the only 
way in which the body can move is by turning round 
AB as an axis. For example, a door attached to the door- 
post by two hinges can only turn about the line joining the 
hinges. 

If a body have three points in it fixed, the three points 
not being in the same straight line, it is plainly immovable. 
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The only cases we shall consider are (1) when the 
body has one point fixed and is acted upon by a system 
of forces lying in a plane passing through the fixed point, 
and (2) when the body can only move about a fixed axis 
in it and is acted upon by a system of forces whose 
directions are perpendicular to the axis. 

91. JVhen a rigid hody luia one poirU fixed^ and is acted 
upon by a system of forces in a plane passing through the 
pomt^ it will be in equilibrium if the algebraic sum of the 
moments of the forces abont die fixed point vanishes. 

When a body has one point A fixed (as in the case 
of Ex. 4, Art. 85), there must bo exerted at the point some 
force of constraint, which together with the given 
system of forces is in equilibrium. Hence the conditions 
of equilibrium of Art. 83 must apply. 

If we resolve along two directions at right angles, we 
shall have two equations to determine the magnitude and 
direction of the force F, 

If we take moments about A for all the forces, the 
force F (since it passes through A) does not appear in 
our equation, and hence the equation of moments of Art. 
83 will become an equation expressing the fact that the 
algebraic sum of the moments of the given system of 
forces about A is zero. 

Hence for the equilibrium of the body (unless we wish 
to find the force of constraint F) we have only to express 
that the algebraic sum of the moments of the forces about 
the fixed point A is zero. 

03 . Hz. A rodAB has one end A fixcd^ and is kept in a JiorhonM 
position hy a force equal to 10 lbs, vseight acting at S in a direction, 
inclined at 8(^ to the rod; if^ the rod be homogeneofus^ and of length 
ifeet^ find its weight. 

The moment of the weight about A must be equal to the moment 
of the foToe about A, 
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If W be the weight, the former moment is 7F x 2, and the latter is 
10x4 sin 30°. 

2Tr=10x4Bin30°=.-20. 

/. Tr=101bs. wt. 

93 . When a rigid body has an axis fioced^ and is acted 
upon by forces^ vjhose directions are perpendicular to this 
aosis, it mil he in equilihirium if the algebraic sum of the 
moments of the forces about the fixed cuds vanishes, 

[If a force bo perpendicular to a given axis and do not meet it, its 
moment about the axis is the product of the force and the perpen- 
dicular distance between the axis and the force.] 

Suppose AB to be the fixed axis in the body, and let 
the body be acted on by forces P, ; these forces need 



not be parallel but their directions must be perpendicular 
to the axis. 

Draw C7C" perpendicular to both the axis and P, and 
DD' perpendicular to the axis and Q ; let their lengths be 
p and g. 

At (T introduce two e<][ual and opposite forces, each 
equal to jP, one of these being parallel to the original 
force P. 

The force F at 0 and the two forces (P, P) at C' are 
equivalent to a force P, parallel to the original P, and a 
couple of moment F,p, 

Similarly, the force Q at D ia equivalent to a force Q 
at If and a couple of moment Q . g. 

Similarly for the other forces. 



116 


STATICS 


The forces, since they intersect the axis, can have no 
effect in turning the body about the axis and are balanced 
by the forces of constraint applied to the axis. 

The couples are, by Arts. 7 2 and 7 3, equivalent to a couple 
of moment P ,p + Q ,q in a plane perpendicular to the 
axis. 

Hence the body will be in equilibrium if 
P./? + <2 • S' + ••• ^ zero; 

also the latter expression is the algebraic sum of the 
moments of the forces about the axis. 

Hence the theorem is true. 

04. Bx. A circular uniform tahle^ of weight 80 Ztfi., rents on four 
equal legi placed tymmetrically round 
its edge; find the least weight which hung 
upon the edge of the table will just over- 
turn it, 

AE and BF he two of the le^ of 
the table, whose centre is O; the weight 
of the table will act through the point 0. 

If the weight he hung on the portion 
of the table l^tween A and B the table 
will, if it turn at all, turn about the line 
joining the ^in ts E and F, Also it will 
be just on the point of turning when the 
weight and the weight of the table have equal moments about EF, 

Now the weight will clearly have the greatest eHect when placed at 
M, the middle point of the arc AB. 

liet OM meet JB in L, and let x be the required weight. Taking 
moments about EF^ which is the same as taking momenta about Ail, 
we have 

a;. 80. OL. 

But LM= OJif - OL=OA - OA cos 45° 

A — .0-4, 

fKl98*l lbs. wt. 
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95. Theorem. If three forces acting on a body keep 
it in equilibrium^ they must lie in a plane. 

Let the three forces bo P, and R. 

Let Pj and be any two points on the lines of action 
of P and Q respectively. 

Since the forces are in equilibrium, they can, taken 
together, have no effect to turn the body 
about the line But the forces P 

and Q meet this line, and therefore 
separately have no effect to turn the body 
about Pi(?i. Hence the third force R 
can have no effect to turn the body about 

Therefore the line Pfix must meet XL 

Similarly, if ^a, Ca,... be other points 
on the line of action of Q, the lines PiOa> 

PiOb,... must meet R. 



Hence R must lie in the plane through P^ and the line 
of action of t.6., the lines of action of Q and R must be 
in a plane which passes through P^. 

But Pi is any point on the line of action of P\ and 
hence the above plane passes through any point on the 
line of action of P, 

t.«., it contains the line of action of P. 


Cor. From Art. 77 it now follows that the thiee forces 
must also meet in a point or be parallel. 


EXAMPLES. ZIV. 


1. A square uniform plate is suspended at one of its vertioes, and 
a weight, equal to half that of the plate, is suspended from the 
adjacent Tertez of the square. Find the position of equilibrium of the 
plate. 
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2. A hollow vertical cylinder, of radius 2a and height 8a, rests on 
a horizontal table, and a uniform rod is placed within it with its 
lower end resting on the circumference of the base; if the weight of 
the rod be equal to that of the cylinder, how long must the rod be so 
that it may just cause the cylinder to topple over? 

3. A cylinder, whose length Is h and the diameter of whose base 
is c, is open at the top and rests on a horizontal plane; a uniform 
rod rests partly within the cylinder and in contact with it at its upper 
and lower edges; supposing the weight of the cylinder to be n times 
that of the rod, find the length of the rod when the cylinder is on the 
point of falling over. 

4. A square table stands on four legs placed respectively at the 
mid^e points of its sides ; find the greatest weight that can be put at 
one of l^e comers without upsetting the table. 

5. A round table stands upon three equidistant weightless legs at 
its edge, and a man sits UTOn its edge opposite a leg. It just upsets 
and falls upon its edge and two legs. He then sits upon its highest 
point and just tips it up again. Shew that the radius of the table is 
1/2 times the length of a leg. 

6. A circular table, whose weight is 10 lbs., is provided with three 
vertical legs attached to three points in the circumference equidistant 
from one another; find the least weight which hung from any point 
in the q^ge of the table will just cause it to overturn. 

7. A square four-legged table has lost one leg; where on the table 
should a weight, equal to the weight of the table, be placed, so that 
the pressures on the three remaining legs of the table may be equal ? 

8. A square table, of weight 20 lbs., has lem at the middle points 
of its sides, and three equal weights, each equal to the weight of the 
table, are placed at three of the angular points. What is the greatest 
weight that can be placed at the fourth oomer so that equUibrium 
may be preserved ? 

9. A circular metallic plate, of uniform thickness and of weight 
10 , is hung from a point on its circumference. A string wound on its 
edge, carries a weight p. Find the angle which the diameter through 
the point of suspension makes with the verticai. 

10. A uniform dioular disc, of weight nW, has a particle, of 
weight W, attached to a point on its rim. If the disc be suspended 
from a point A on its rim, B is the lowest point; also, if suspended 
from F, A is the lowest ^int. Shew that the angle subtended by AB 
at the centre of the disc is 2 secr^ 2 (n+ 1). 

11. A heavy horizontal circular ring rests on three supports at 
the points A, B, and 0 of its ciicumfercnoe. Given its weight and 
the sides and angles of the triangle ABG^ find the reactions of the 
eupports. 



CHAPTER IX. 


CENTRE OF GRAVITY. 

96 . Every particle of matter is attracted to the 
centre of the Earth, and the force vrith which the Earth 
attracts any particle to itself is, as we shall see in 
Dynamics, proportional to the mass of the particla 

Any body may be considered as an agglomeration of 
particles. 

If the body be small, compared with the Earth, the 
lines joining its component particles to the centre ^f the 
Earth Mrill be veiy approximately parallel, and, within the 
limits of this book, we shall consider them to be absolutely 
parallel 

On every particle therefor^ of a rigid body there is 
acting a force vertically downwards which we call its 
weight. 

These forces may by the process of compounding 
parallel forces, Art. 52, be compounded into a single 
force, equal to the sum of the weights of the particles, 
acting at some definite point of the body. Such a point 
is called the centre of gravity of the body. 

Centre of gravity. Def. Tha cmbre of gravity of a 
hody^ or vystem of partiolea rigidly connected together^ is 
that point throttgh tchieh the line of action of the weight of 
the body cdwaya passes in whatever position the body is 
placed. 
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97 - Bv&ry hody^ or system of •particles rigidly connected 
together^ has a centre of gravity. 

Let Ay By Gy D,., be a system of particles whoso 
weights are w^y w^y tCs.... 



•E 

Join ABy and divide it at ©j so that 
: G^B :: : Wj. 

Then parallel forces Wi and w^y acting at A and By are, 
by Art. 62, equivalent to a force {tOi + to,) acting at Gi. 

Join GjCy and divide it at G^ so that 
GiG^ : Gff :: + w,. 

Then parallel forces, + at Gi and at (7, are 
equivalent to a force + + at 

Hence the forces toiy tv^y and may bo supposed to he 
applied at <?, without altering their effect. 

Similarly, dividing m bo that 
G^G^ : GJB :: tp^ : + 

we see that the resultant of the four weights at Ay By (7, 
and I) is equivalent to a vertical force, tOj + + W 4 , 

acting at G^, 

Proceeding in this way, we see that the weights of any 
number of particles composing any body may be supposed 
to be applied at some point of the body without altering 
their effect. 

98 . Since the construction for the position of the 
resultant of parallel forces depends only on the point of 
application and magnitude, and not on the direction of 
the forces, the point we finally arrive at is the same if 
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the body be turned through any angle; for the weights 
of the portions of the body are still parallel, although they 
have not the same direction, relative to the body, in the 
two positions. 

We can hence shew that a body can onl}^ have one 
centre of gravity. For, if possible, let it have two centres 
of gravity G and G^, Let the body be turned, if necessary, 
until GG^ be horizontal. We shall then have the resultant 
of a system of vertical forces acting both through G and 
through (rj. But the resultant force, being itself neces- 
sarily vertical, cannot act in the horizontal line GG^, 

Hence there can be only one centre of gravity. 

90 . If the body be not so small that the weights of its component 
parts may all be considered to be vciy approximately parallel, it has 
not necessarily a centre of gravity. 

In any case, the point of the body at which we arrive by the con- 
stniotion of Art. 97, has, however, very important properties and is 
called its Centro of Hass, or Centre of Inertia. If the body be of 
uniform density its centre of mass coincides with its Centroid. 

100. We shall now proceed to the determination of 
the centre of gravity of some bodies of simple forms. 

1. A uniform rod. 

Let AB bo a uniform rod, and G its middle point. 



Q 


Take any point P of the rod between G and A^ and a 
point Q in GB^ such that 

GQ^GP. 

The centre of gravity of equal particles at P and Q 
is clearly G\ also, for every particle between 0 and A^ 
there is an equal particle at an equal distance from 6^ 
lying between G and B» 
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The centre of gravity of each of these pairs of particles 
is at 6r ; therefore the centre of gravity of the whole rod 
is at G. 


101. II. A uniform parallelogram. 

Let ABCD be a parallelogram, and let E and F be the 
middle points of and BG> 

Divide the parallelogram 
into a very large number of q / — ~ — 

strips, by means of lines parallel ^ j / f 

to AD^ of which BR and QS ® F C 

are any consecutive pair. Then 

PQSR may be considered to be a uniform straight line, 
whose centre of gravity is at its middle point 

So the centre of gravity of all the other strips lies on 
EF^ and hence the centre of gravity of the whole £gure 
lies on EF, 

So, by dividing the parallelogram by lines parallel to 
AB^ we see that the centre of gravity lies on the line 
joining the middle points of the sides AB and CD. 

Hence the centre of gravity is at G the point of inter- 
section of these two lines. 

G is clearly also the point of intersection of the diagonals 
of the parallelogram. 

102. It is clear from the method of the two previous 
articles that, if in a uniform body we can find a point 0 
such that the body can be divided into pairs of particles 
balancing about it, then G must be the centre of gravity 
of the body. 

The centre of gravity of a uniform circle, or uni&rm 
sphere^ is thereforis its centre. 

It is also clear that if we can divide a lamina into 
stripe^ the centre of gravity of which all lie on a straight 
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line^ then the centre of gravitj of the lamina must lie on 
that line. 

Similarly, if a body can be divided into portions, the 
centres of gravity of which lie in a plane, the centre of 
gravity of the whole must lie in that plane. 


103 . III. Unifbrm triangular lamina. 


Let ARC be the triangular lamina and lot J) and E be 
the middle points of the sides EC 
and CA, Join AE and EE, and 
let them meet in G. Then G 
shall be the centre of gravity of 
the triangle. 

Let EjCi be any line parallel ^ 
to the base EC meeting AE in Dj, 

As in the case of the parallelogram, the triangle may 
be considered to be made up of a very large number of 
strips, such as EiCi, all parallel to the base EC. 

Since E^Gi and EC are parallel, the triangles AEJ>^ 
and ABE are similar; so also the triangles AE^C^ and 
AEG are similar. 



Hence 


E^E^_AE^_E^C^ 

^25'“ EG • 


But EE^EC ; therefore E^E^=^E^x* Hence the 
centre of gravity of the strip Efi^ lies on AE. 

So the centres of gravity of all the other strips lie on 
A2), and hence the centre of gravity of the triangle lies 
on AE. 

Join EE^ and let it meet AE in G. 

By dividing the triangle into strips parallel to AG we 
Bee^ similarly, that the centre of gravity lies on EE. 

Hence the required centre of gravity must be at 
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Since D is the middle point of BO and IJ is the middle 
point of CA^ therefore DE is parallel to AB. 

Hence the triangles GDE and GAB are similar, 

. CE 

GA‘~' AB~‘ CA'^ 2* 

so that 2GI) — GAj and 36rZ) — GA + GB — AT), 

/. GD=IAD. 

Hence the centre of gravity of a triangle is on the 
line joining the middle point of any side to the opposite 
vertex at a distance equal to one-third the distance of 
the vertex from that side. 

104. The centre of gravity of any unifo-rm triangular 
lamina is the sarna as that of three equal particles pla.ced at 
the vertices of the triangle. 

Taking the figure of Art. 103, the centre of gravity of 
two equal particles, each equal to w, at -B and (7, is at D 
the middle point of BO ; also the centre of gravity of 2w 
at D and w at A divides the line BA in the ratio of 1:2. 
But G, the centre of gravity of the lamina, divides BA in 
the ratio of 1 : 2. 

Hence the centre of gravity of the three particles is the 
same as that of the lamina. 

106. nr. T1 im« rods fomiiis a trlanglo. 

Let BC, CA, and AB be the three rods, of the same thickness and 
material, forming the triangle, and let B, E, and F be the middle 
points of the rods. Join J)E, EF, and Clearly BE, EF, and 
FB are hall of AB, BCf and CA respectively. The centres of gravity 
of the three rods are B, E, and F, 

The centre of gravity of the rods AB and AC la therefore a point 
L on EF such that 

EL : LF :: weight at F i weight at E 
:: AB : AU 
BE ; BF, 

BO that, by Geometry, BL bisects the angle FBE» 
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Also tbe centre of gravity of the three rods must lie on DL. 

Similarly the centre of gravity must lie on EM 'which bisects the 
angle VEF, 



Hence tlie required point is the point at which EM and I)Tj meet, 
and is therefore the centre of the circle inscribed in the triangle JJEP^ 
i.e., the erntre of the circle inscribed in the triangle formed by 
joining the middle points of the rods. 

106 . V. Tetrahedron. 

Let A BOB bo the tetrahedron, E the middle point of 
AB^ and the centre of gravity of the base ABC, 



B C 

Take any section A* EC* of the tetrahedron which is 
j>ara]lel to ABC i let BE meet A*E in E* and let BG^ 
meet FC in G\ 


Then 

1^ = ^, by similar As DEG^, 

= by similar As DG'C\ DG^C, 

MG' ^ 1 

'* C'G' "CGi %' 
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Hence G* is the centre of gravity of the section 
By considering the tetrahedron as built up of triangles 
parallel to the base ABCy it follows, since the centre of 
gravity of each triangle is in the line that the centre 
of gravity of the whole lies in BG^. 



Similarly, it may be shewn that the centre of gravity 
lies on the line joining C to the centre of gravity 0^ of the 
opposite face. Also G^ lies in the line EB and divides it in 
the ratio 1 : 2; 

Hence (r, the required point, is iho point of intersection 
of CG^ and BG^. 

Join G^G,,, 

Then 


^ by similar As ajid GCD, 

hi/ JJh 

EG 

= -jrry , by siiuilar As EGfi^ and ECB^ 


= Tf- 

GC==^3.G^G, 

Similarly GiD = 4:GxG, 

Hence the centre of gravity of the pyramid lies on the 
lino joining the centre of gravity of any face to the opposite 
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angular point of tho tetrahedron at a distance equal to one- 
quarter of the distance of the angular point from that face. 

Cor. The centre of gravity of the tetrahedron is the 
same as that of equal particles placed at its vertices. 

For equal weights w placed at the angular points ABC 
of a triangle are equivalent, by Art. 104, to a weight 3?/? 
placed at the centre of gravity of ABO, Also Zw at 
and w D are equivalent to 4w at (r, since G divides 
in the ratio 1:3. - 

107. VI. Pyramid on any base, dolid Cone. 

If the base of the pyramid in the previous article, instead 
of b(dng a triangle, be any plane figure ABCLMN,,, whose 
centre of gravity is , it may be shewn, by a . similar 
method of proof, that the centre of gravity must lie on the 
line joining J) to 

Also by drawing the planes BAG^^ BBGi^,,, thoVliole 
pyramid may be split into a number of pyramids on tri- 
angular bases, the centres of gravity of which all lie on 
a plane parallel to ABGL.., and at a distance from B 
of three-quarters that of the latter plane. 

Hence the centre of gravity of the whole lies on the line 
GiBy and divides it in the ratio 1:3. 

Let now the sides of the plane base form a regular 
polygon, and let their number be indefinitely increased. 
Ultimately the plane base becomes a circle, and the pyramid 
becomes a solid cone having as its vertex j also the point 
Gi is now the centre of the circular base. 

Hence the centre of gravity of a solid right circular 
cone is on the line joining the centre of the base to the 
vertex at a distance equal to oue-quarter of the distance of 
the vertex from the base. 
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108 . VII. Surface of a hollow cone. 

Since the surface of a cone can be divided into an 
infinite number of triangular laminas, by joining the vertex 
of the cone to points on the circular base indefinitely close 
to one another, and since their centres of gravity all lie in 
a plane parallel to the base of the cone at a distance from 
the vertex equal to two-thirds of that of the base, the centre 
of gravity of the whole cone must lie in that plane. 

But, by symmetry, the centre of gravity must lie on the 
axis of the cone. 

Hence the required point is the point in which the 
above plane meets the axis, and therefore is on the axis at 
a point distant from the base one-third the height of the 
cone. 


EXAMPLES. XV, 

o 

1. An isoscclos triangular lamina has its equal sides of length 
5 feet and its base of length 6 ieet; find the distance of the centre of 
gravity from each of its sides. 

2. The sides of a triangular lamina nre 6, 8, and 10 feet in 
length; find the distance of the centre of gravity from each of the 
sides. 

3. The base of an isosceles triangular lamina is 4 inches and the 
equal sides are each 7 inches in length; find the distances of its 
centre of gravity from the angular points of the triangle. 

4. X) is the middle point of the base BO of a triangle ABC; shew 
that the distance between the centres of gravity of the triangles ABD 
and ACD is ^BC. 

5. A heavy triangular plate ABC lies on the ground ; if a vertical 
force applied at the point A be just great enough to begin to lift that 
vertex from the ground, shew that the same force will BuOice, if applied 
at B or C. 

6. Three men carry a weight, TT, by putting it on a smooth 
triangular board, of weight and supporimg the system on their 
shoul^ra placed lespectively at the ang^ar points; find the weight 
that each man supports. 
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7. The base of a triangle is fixed, and its vertex moves on a given 
straight line; shew that the centre of gravity also moves on a sii*aight 
lino. 

8. The base of a triangle is fixed, and it has a given vortical 
angle; shew that the centre of gravity of the triangle moves on tin 
arc of a certain ciz’cle. 

9. A given weight is placed anywhere on a triangle; shew that 
the centre of gravity of the system lies within a certain triangle. 

.10. A uniform equilateral triangular plate is BUS]^nded by a 
string attached to a point in one of its sides, which divides the side 
in the ratio 2:1; find the inclination of this side to the vertical. 

11. A uniform lamina in the shape of a right-angled triangle, and 
such that one of the sides containing the right angle is three times 
the other, is suspended by a string attached to the right angle ; in the 
position of equilibrium, shew that the hypotenuse is inclined at an 
angle sin"^-^ to the vertical. 

12. A uniform triangular lamina, whoso sides are S, 4, and 5 
inches, is sasi^onded by a string from the middle point of the longest 
side ; find the inclination of this side to the vertical. 

109. General formulae for the determination 
of the centre of gravity. 

In the following articles will be obtained formulae 
giving the position of the centre of gravity of any system 
of particles, whose position and weights are known. 

Theorem. IJ* a system of particles whose weights are 

Wo, ... w„ he 0^1 a straight line, and if their distances 
measured from a fxed point 0 hi the line he 

^ 2 > ••• 

the distance^ x, of their centre of gravity from the fixed point 
is given hy 

Wi + Wa+ ... + 

Let A, D,,.hQ the particles and let the centre of 
gravity of w^ and Wa at A and B let the centre of 

0 A B C 


D 
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gravity of at 0i and at C be for the 

other particles of the system. 

By Art. 97, we have AG^^w^, G^B ; , 

w^{0G^--0A) = w^(0B^0G^y 
Hence (w^ + vij) • OGi = Wi . OA + . OB^ 

f.,.. 

W1+W2 

Similarly, since G^ is the centre of gravity of + Wg) 
at Gi and tVg at (7, we have 


Airt (ufi + W2)*0Gi + fV2.0C 
(wi + W2) + v>r 


+ tt>a + fi>a • I \ 

go QQ (m>i + Wa + w,), 0g, + M>4. 02> 

+ Wg + w, + «?4 

Proceeding in this manner we easily have 

^ _ Wia!l + tff^+ +WnXn 

” Wi + iOg+ ... +w» * 

whatever be the number of the particles in the system. 


OtlMrwlfle, The above formula may be obtained by the uee of 
Article 35. For the weights of the particles form a system of parallel 
forces whose resultant is equal to their sum, vts. «7i+t0y+...+t0n« 
Also the sum of the moments of these forces about any point in their 
plane is the same as the moment of theit resultant. But the sum of 
the momenta of the forces about the fixed point O is 

Also, if 3f be the distance of the centre of gravily from O, the moment 
of the resultant is 

Hence »(ir^+iea+ 
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no. Bz. 1. A rod 2 feet in lengthy and, of weight 5 Ihe.y is 
trisected in the points O and D, and at the points A, C, Dy and B are 
placed particles of 1, 2, 3, and 4 lbs. weight respectively ; find what 
point of the rod must he supported so that the rod may rest in any 
positwny I.e., find the centre of gravity of the system. 

Let GF be the middle of the rod and let the fixed point O of 
the previous article be taKon to coincide with the end A of the rod. 
The quantities a^y x^, x^, and are in this case 0, 8, 12, 16, and 
24 inches respectively. 

Hence, if X be the point required, we have 

^^1.0 + 2.8 + 6.12 + 3.16 + 4.24 
^ 1+2+6+3+4 

ss^~a*14f inches. 


Bz. 2. Iff in the previous questiony the hotly at B he removed and 
another body he suhstitutedyfind the weight of this unhunrn body so that 
the new centre of gravity may he at the middle point of the rod. 

Let X lbs. be tiie required weight. 

Since the distance of the new centre of gravity from ^ is to be 
12 inches, we have 

« 1.0 + 2. 8 + 5. 12 + 3. 16+X. 24 124 + 24X 

1+2+6+8+X ^ li + X • 

A 182 + 12X=rl24+24X. 

x=|]b. 


Bz. 8. To the end of a rod, whose length is 2 feet and whose weight 
is 8 Ihs.y is attached a sphercy of radius 2 inches and weight 10 lbs,; 
find the position of the centre of gravity of the compound body. 

Let OA be the rod, its middle point, G, the centre of the sphere, 
and G the required point. 


Then 


3.QG, + 10.OG, 
3 + 10 


But OGj = 12 inches ; 0^,= 26 inches. 


^^_3. 12+10. 26 
8+10 


296 

la 


s22^ inches. 


EXAMPLES. XVL 

1. A straight rod, 1 foot in length and of mass 1 ounce, has an 
ounce of lead fiastened to it at one end, and another ounce fastened to 
it at a distance from the other end equal to one-third oiits length; 
find the centre of gravity of the system. 

5 ^ 
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2. A uniform bar, 3 feet in length and of mass 6 ounces, has 
3 rings, each of ina.MS 3 ounces, at distances 3, 15, and 21 inches from 
one end. About what point of the bar will the system balance? 

3. A uniform rod AB is four feet long and weighs 3 lbs. One lb. is 
attached at ^4, 2 lbs. at a point distant 1 foot from 3 lbs. at 2 feet 
from A, 4 lbs. at 3 feet from A, and 5 lbs. at B, Find the distance 
from A of the centre of gravity of the system. 

4. A telescope consists of 3 tubes, each 10 inches in length, 
one within the other, and of weights 8, 7, and 6 ounces. Find the 
position of the centre of gravity when the tubes are drawn out at full 
length. 

5. Twelve heavy part icles at equal intervals of one inch along a 
straight rod weigh 1, 2, 3,... 12 grains respectively; find their centre 
of gi'avity, neglecting the weight of the rod. 

6. Weights proportional to 1, 4, 9, and 16 are placed in a straight 
line so that the distances between them ore equal; find the position 
of their centre of gravity. 

7. A rod, of uniform thickness, has one-half of its length com- 
posed of one metal and the other half composed of a diiferent rnohil, 
a.nd the rod balances about a point distant one-third of its whole 
length from one end ; compare the weight of equal quantities of the 
metal. 

8. An inclined plane, with on angle of inclination of 60°, is 3 feet 
long ; m»u?ses of 7, 5, 4, and 8 ounces are placed on tlie plane in order 
at distances of 1 foot, the latter being the highest; find the distance 
of their centre of gravity from the base of the inclined plane. 

9. AB is a uniform rod, of length n inches and weight (w + 1) ir. 
To the rod masses of weight W, 2W, 3JVf,..nlV are attimhed at distances 
1, 2, 3,... 71 inches respectively from A, Find the distance from A of 
the centre of gravity of the rod and weights. 

10. A rod, 12 feet long, has a moss of 1 lb. suspended from one 
end, and, when 15 lbs. is suspended from the other end, it balances 
about a point distant 3 ft. from that end ; if B lbs. bo suspended there, 
it balances about a point 4 ft. from tliat end. Find the weight of the 
rod and the position of its centre of gravity. 

111. Theorem. 1/ a system of pa/rticles^ wJiose 
lociyhts are Wi^ ... w», li& iri a avid if OX and OY 
be two fixed straight lines in the pUt/n^ cd right amgles^ and if 
ths distcmces of pariwUs from OX he yj, ... y», omd 
the distemce of their centre of gu'aviJty he y, then 
_ WyPi + t^aya + ... + w^yn ^ 
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Blmilwrly^ if the distances of the particles from OT he 
x^y ... a5„ at id that of their centre of gravity he 55, then 

_ _ U\Xy^ + + . . . + 

+ ^^2 + ••• + 


B 



Let Ay By tlie particles, and ALy BMy CN,,, the 

perpendiculars on OX, ^ 

Let Gi be the centre of gravity of ?md %v.^y the 
centre of gravity of at and v)^ at C, and bo on. 

Draw Gfty^y G^R^y ... perpendicular to OXy and through 
draw llGJi parallel to OX to nicot AL and BM in II 
and K, 


Since G^ is the centre of gravity of and w^y wo liave 


^ = -“. (Art. 97.) 

Gfi Wi ' ' 

Now AGfl and BGfC are similar triangles, 
, II A ^ AGy^ w.^ 

But HA = IIL — AL ■= GiRi — 

BK^ BM- KM^y^- G^R^ ; 


" yi-GiRi Wi' 


and 
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Hence - y^) = (t/a - ; 

( 1 ). 

Similarly, since ia the centre of gravity of (w^ + w.^ 
at and at f7, we have 

Q R ^ (^^i + Wa)»^iA + « >3y8 ^ «^iyi + tO a ?/a + }^y /U 

“ ® ^ Wx + W^ + W^ tVi + W^ + W^ > J V /• 

Proceeding in this way we easily obtain 


- _ ^lyi + ^>22/2 + .«. + 

^ tCj + M?2 + ... + 

Again, since the triangles AG^H and BG^K are similar, 
we have 

HGx AGx^w^ 

GxK^GxB Wx' 

But HGx = LRx = ORx-OL « ORx-Xx, 

and ' GxK = = OJ/" — ORx = ^a — 0J!2i. 

Wx {ORx — sCi) — Wa (£^2 ■“ ORx). 

Hence OiZ. = . 

Wx + «?a 

Proceeding as before we finally liave 

- __ + ... + 

Wi + Wa + ... + te* 

The theorem of this article may be put somewhat 
difierently as follows; 

The distance of the centre of gravity from any line in 
the plane of the partidea is equal to a fraction^ whose 
numerator is the sum of the products of each weight into its 
distance from the given line^ and wlwse denominator ia the 
sum of the weights. 

In other words, the distance of the centre of gravity is 
a^uol to the average distance of the particles. 
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112 - The formula of the preceding article may be deduced from 
Article 93. For, einoe the resultant weight acting 

at G, where G is the centre of graTity of all the weights, is equivalent 
to the component weights tOg,... the resultant would, if the line 
OX be supposed to be a fixed axis, have the same moment about 
this fixed axis that the component weights have. 

But the moment of the resultant is 

(wj+»g+.-+ti>,)y, 

and the sum of the moments of the weights is 


Hence 


Wiyi+ica2^2+ — 


Wi + tCj+... + W,, 

In a similar manner we should have 




1 18. Bac. 1. A square lamina, whose weight is 10 Ihs . , has attached 
to its angular points particles whose weights, taken in order ^ are 3, 6, 6, 
and 1 lbs, respectively. Find the position of the centre of gravity of 
the system, if the side of the lamina he 25 incites. 

Let the particles be placed at the angular points O, A, B, and C, 
Let the two fixed lines from which the distances are measured be OA 
and OG- * 



O LM X 
© ® 


The weight of the lamina acts at its centre 2). Let G be the 
required centre of gravity and draw DL and GM perpendicular 
to OX, 

The distances of the points O, A, B, C, and D from OX are clearly 
0, 0, 25, 25, and 12^ inches respectively. 

. 3.0 + 6.0 + 5.25+1.25 + 10. 

•• 8 + 8+6+1 + 10 26 

So the distances of the particles from 07 are 0, 25, 25, 0, and 
I2J inches respectively. 

, ««• = 8. 0+6. 26 +6. 26 + 1. 0+10. 12J 400 

.. 01f-» 8+ 6+6 + 1+1 0 ^=25=16™. 


I2J 275 
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Beno.e the required x»oint may Le obtained by measuring 16 inches 
from O along OA and then erecting a perpendicular o£ length 11 inches. 


ZSz* 2. OAB U an Uoaceles weightless triangle^ whose "base OA is 
6 itiches and whose sides are each 5 inches; at the •points 0, -d, and B 
are placed particles of weights 1, 2, and 3 Ihs,; find their centre of 
gravity. 

Let the fixed line OX coincide with OA end let OF bo a perpen- 
dicular to OA through the point 0. 

If BL bo drawn perpendicular to OA, then 0L=3 ins.» and 
LB= jjs^ - 3®= 4 ins. 

Hence, if 0 bo the required centre of gravity and GM be drawn 
perpendicular to OX, wo have 


1.0 + 2. 6+3. 3 21 _ 

OM _.__=_=5imchos. 


and 


1.0+2. 0 + 3. 4 
1 + 2 + 3 


12 


=: 2 inches. 


Hence tho required point is obtained by measuring a distance 
3^ inches from 0 along OA and then erecting a perpendicular of 
length 2 inches. 

f 

114 . Centre of Parallel forces. 

The methods and formulae of Arts. 109 and 111 will 
apply not only to weights, but also to any system of parallel 
forces and will determine the position of tho resultant of 
any sucli system. The magnitud'3 of the resultant is the 
sum o£ the forces. Each force must, of course, be taken 
wnth its proper sign prefixed. 

There is one case in which we obtain no satisfactory 
result; if the algebraic sum of tlie forces bo zero, tho 
resultant force is zero, and the fonnulao of Art. Ill give 

5 = 00 , and y oo , 

111 this case the system of parallel forces is, as in 
Art. 53, equivalent to a couple. 
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EXAMPLES. XVn. 

1. Particles of 1, 2, 8, and 4 lbs. weight are placed at the angular 
points of a scjuare ; find the distance of their c.a. from the centre of 
the square. 

2. At two opposite comers A and (7 of a square ABCD weights 
of 2 lbs. each are placed, and at B and 2> are placed 1 and 7 lbs. 
respectively; find their centre of gravity. 

3. Particles of 5, 6, 9, and 7 lbs. respectively are placed at the 
comers Ji, C, and I) of a horizontal square, the length of whose side 
is 27 inches; find where a single force must be applied to preserve 
equilibrium. 

4. Pive masses of 1,2, 3, 4, and 5 ounces respectively are placed 
on a square table. The distances from one edge of the table arc 2, 4, 
6, 8, and 10 inches and from the adjacent edge 3, 5, 7, 9, and 11 inches 
respectively. PInd the distance of the centre of gravity from the two 
edges. 


5. Weights proportiorol to 1, 2, and 3 are pbiccd at the corners 

of an equilateral triangle, whose side is of length a ; find the distance 
of their centre of gravity from the first weight. * 

Find the distance also if the weights be proportional to 11, 13, 
and 6. 

6. ABC is an equilateral triangle of side 2 feet. At ^ and C 
are placed weights proportional to 6, 1, and 3, and at the middle 
points of the sides BO, CA, and AB weights proxx>rtional to 2, 4, 
and 6 ; shew that their centre of gravity is distant 16 mches from B. 

7. Equal masses, each 1 oz., are placed at the angular points of 
a hca^y trian^lar lamina, and also at the middle points of its sides ; 
find the position of the centre of gravily of the musses. 

8. ABC is a triangle right-angled at A, AB being 12 and AG 
15 inches ; weights proportional to 2, 3, and 4 respectively are placed 
at At Ct and B; find the distances of their centre of gravity from B 
and C. 

9. Particles, of mass 4, 1, and 1 lbs., are placed at the angular 
points of a triangle ; shew that the centre of gravity of the particles 
bisects the distance between Ihe centre of gravity and one of the 
vertices of the triangle. 

10. Three masses are placed at the angular points of a triangle 
ABC, Find their ratios if their centre of inertia be halfway between 
A and the middle point of BC» 
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11. Bodies of mass 2, 8, and 4 lbs. respectively are placed at the 
angular points A , and C of a triangle ; find their centre of gravity G, 
and shew that forces 2GJ, 8GB, and 4GG are in equilibrium. 

12. ^BG is a uniform triangular plate, of mass 3 lbs. Masses 
of 2, 8, and 6 lbs. respectively are plac^ at B, and G. Find the 
position of the centre of gravity of the whole system. 

13. To the vertices B, and G of a uniform triangular plate, 
whose mass is 8 lbs. and whose centre of gravity is G, particles of 
masses 2 lbs., 2 lbs., and 11 lbs., are attached ; i^ew that the centre 
of gravity of the system is the middle point of GG. 

14. Masses of 2, 3, 2, 6, 9, and 6 lbs. are placed at the angular 
comers of a regular hexagon, token in order; find their centre of 
gravity. 


15. Weights proportional to 6, 4, 6, 2, 7, and 8 are placed at the 
angular points of a regular hexagon, taken in order ; shew that their 
centre of gravity is the centre of the hexagon. 

16. Weights proportional to 1, 5, 8, 4, 2, and 6 are placed at the 
angular points of a regular hexagon, taken in order; shew that their 
centre of gravity is the centre of the hexagon. 

4 

17. If weights proportional to the numbers 1, 2, 8, 4, 5, and 6 be 
placed at the angular points of a regular hexagon taken in order, 
shew that the distance of their centre of gravity from the centre of 
thecircumscribingoircleof the hexagon is-fthsof the radius of the cixole. 

18. At the angular points of a square, taken in order, there act 
parallel forces in the ratio 1:8:6:7; find the distance ^m the 
centre of the square of the point at which their resultant acts. 

19. At B, G, and 2) are the angles of a parallelogram taken In 
order ; like parallel forces proportion^ to 6, 10, 14, and 10 respectively 
act at At B, G, and D ; shew that the centre and resultant of these 
parallel forces remain the some, if, instead of these forces, parallel 
forces, proportional to 8, 12, 16, and 4, act at the points of bisection 
of the sides ABt BG, GZ), and BA respectively. 

20. Find the centre of parallel forces equal respectively to P, 2P, 
BP, 4P, 5P, and 8P, the points of application of the forces being at 
distances 1, 2, 8, 4, 5, and 6 inches respectively from a given point A 
measured along a given line AB. 

21. Three parallel forces, P, Q, and B, act at the vertices At B, and 
G, of a triangle and are proportional respectively to a, 8, and c. Find 
the magnitude and position of their resultant. 
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115. Given the centre of gravity of the two portions of a 
hody^ to find the centre of gravity of the whole "body. 

Let the given centres of gravity be G^ and and let 
the weights of the two portions be Wi and W^; the re- 
quired point G, by Art. 97, divides GiG^ so that 
G^GiGG^i: r,: 

The point G may also be obtained by the use of 
Art. 109. 


S«, On the same hose AB^ and on opposite sides of it, isosceles 
triangles CAB and BAB are described whose 
altitudes are 12 inches and 6 inches respectively. 

Find, the distance from A3 of the centre of 
gravity of the quadrilateral CABB, 

Ijet CLB be the perpendicular to AB, meet- 
ing it in L, and let and be the centres of 
gravity of the two triangles CAB and BAB 
respectively. Hence 

.CX=8, 

and Ca2s=CIi+I,Oa=:12+2=14. 

The weights of the triangles are propor- 
tional to their areas, i.e,, to ^AB . 12 and ^AB 

If G be the centre of gravity of the whole figure, we have 
CAB X + A BA B x CG^ 

A CAB + A t^AB 



_ \A B .12x8 + \AB . 6 X 14 _ 48 -h 42 _ 90 _ 

\ab\12-^\AB.(^ ‘6 + 3 9 

Hence LQ^CL CQss2 inches. 

This result may be verified experimentally by cutting the figure 
out of thin cardboard. 


116. Given the centre of gravity of tlte whole of a body 
and of a portion of tlw body, to find the centre of gravity of 
the rentainder. 

Let G be the centre of gravity of a body ABCD, and G^ 
that of the portion ADC, 

Let W be the weight of the whole body and Wi that of 
the portion ACD, so that Jr,(=s IF— W^) is the weight of 
the portion ARC, 
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Let be the centre of gravity of the portion ABC, 
Since the two portions of the body make up the whole, 
therefore JFj at and 7^2 at G 2 must have their centre of 
gravity at G, 



Hence G must lie on G^Gg and be such that 
jr,.GG^=: W2.GG2. 

Hence, given G and wo obtain G.^ by producing GiG 


to G 2 , so that 






GG^. 


The required point may be also obtained by means of 
Art. 109. 


XSz. 1. From a circular disc, of radius r, is cut vat a circle, whose 
diameter is a radius of the disc; find the centre of gravity of the 
remainder. 

Since the areas of circles are to one another as the squares of their 
radii, 


area of the portion cut out 
: area of the whole circle 



1 : 4 . 


Hence the portion cut off is one- 
qtiarter, and the portion remaining is 
three-quarters, of the whole, so mat 
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Now tlie portions TFj and malie up the whole disc, and therefore 
balance about O, 

Hcnco lV^.OG^=Wj^.OGi=lW^^^r. 

OGrgSs^, 

This may be verified experimentally. 


XSx. a. From a triangular lamina A PC is cut o/T, by a line 'parallel 
to its base PC, one-quarter of its area; find the centre of gravity of the 
remainder. 


Tjot be the portion cut off, 

so that 

AAPfi^ : A.l/JC :: 1 : 4. 

By Geometry, pinee tlio triangles 
and ABC are similar, we have 
: kABG :: AB^ : AB^, 

AB^ I AB^^ i: 1 I 4., 
and hence A J A B. 

The line BiC^ therefore biseots AB, AC, and AT>, 



liCt G and G, be the centres of gravity of the triangles ABC and 
APiCi respectively; also IjIi and be the respective weights of 
the portion cut off and the portion remaining, so that 11 ^ 2 = 

Since TFg at and Wi at Gj balance about G, we have, by Art. 3 09, 
, 2)Gj + TPg . J!)G2 _ DGj + 37)Gg 

T/i+lV^ " '4 

But DG=ll)A=%BI)^, 


and DG^=DDi + =I>Bi + \BD^ = 

Hence (i) is 4 x + ZDG^, 

u\ BG^ ~ •^BB^ • 

This result can also bo easily veriffod experimentally. 


EXAMPLES. XVm. 

[The student should verify some of the follovnng questions experi- 
mentally; mitdble ones for this purpose are Nos. 1, 2, 4, 5, 8, 9, 10, 
11, 17, 18, and 19.] 

1, A uniform rod, 1 foot in length, is broken into two parts, of 
lengths 6 and 7 inches, which are placed so as to form tha letter Tf tbo 
longer portion being vertical ; find the centre of gravity of the system. 

2. Two rectangular pieces of the same cardboard, of lengths 6 and 
8 inches and breadths 3 and 2^ inches respectively, are placed touching, 
but not overlapping, one onomer on a table so as to form a T -shaped 
figure, the longer portion being vertical. Find the position of its centre 
of gravity. 
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3. A heavy beam consists of two portions, whose lengths are as 
8 : 5, and whose weights are as 3 : 1 ; hnd the position of its centre 
of gravity. 

4. Two sides of a rectangle are double of the other two, and on 
one of the longer sides an equilateral trLangle is described; find 
the centre of gravity of the lamina made up of the rectangle and 
the triangle. 

5. A piece of cardboard is in the shape of a square ABCD with 
an isosceles triangle described on the side BG\ if the side of the 
square be 12 inches and the height of the triangle be 6 inches, find the 
distance of the centre of gravity of the cardboard from the line AD, 

6. An isosceles right-angled triangle has squares described ex- 
ten^y on all its sides. Shew that the centre of gravity of the figure 
BO formed is on the line, which bisects the hypothenuse and passes 
through the right angle, and divides it in the ratio 1 : 26. 

7. Two uniform spheres, composed of the same materials, and 
whose diameters are 6 and 12 inches respectively, are firmly united; 
find the position of their centre of gravity. 

8. From a parallelogram is out one of the four portions into 
which |t is divided by its diagonals ; find the centre of gravity of the 
remainder. 

9. A parallelogram is divided into four mrts, by joining the 
mid^e points of opposite sides, and one part is cut away; find the 
centre of gravity of the remainder. 

10. From a square a triangular j^rtion is cut off, by cutting the 
square along a line joining the mid^e points of two adjacent sides; 
find the centre of gravity of the remainder. 

11. From a triangle is cut off -J-th of its area by a straight line 
paralld to its base. Find the position of the centre of gravity Of the 
remainder. 

12. ABC is an equilateral triangle, of 6 inches side, of which O 
is the centre of gravity. If the triangle OBC be removed, find the 
centre of gravity of the remainder. 

13. If from a triangle ABC three equal triangles ABQ^ BPJR, 
and CQPt be out off, shew that the centres of inertia of the triangles 
ABC and PQB are coincident. 

14. O is the centre of gravity of a given Isosceles triangle, right- 
angled at A, and having BC equal to a. The portion OBC is out 
away; find the distance of the oenire of gravi^ of the remainder 
from A, 
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15. On the same base BO are two triangles, JBO and J'BO, the 
vertex A' falling within the former ti'iangle. Find the position of A' 
when it is the centre of gravity of the area between the two triangles. 

16. Two triangles, each -^th of the whole, are cut off from a 

lit 

given triangle at two of its angular points, B and <7, by straight lines 
parallel to the opposite sides ; find the c.a. of remainder. 

17. Out of a square plate shew bow to out a triangle, having one 
side of the square for base, so that the remainder may have its centre 
of ^vily at the vertex of this triangle and therefore rest in any 
position if this point be supported. 

18. A uniform plate of metal, 10 inches square, has a bole of area 
3 square inches cut out of it, the centre of the hole being inches 
from the centre of the plate; ffnd the position of the centre of gravity 
of the remainder of the plate. 

19. Where must a circular hole, of 1 foot radius, be punched out 
of a circular disc, of 3 f^t radius, so that the centre of gravity of 
the remainder may be 2 inches from the centre of the diso? 

20. Two spheres, of radii a and b, touch internally; find the 
centre of gravity of the solid included between them. 

21. If A right cone be cut by a plane bisecting its axis at right 
angles, find the distance of the vertex of the cone i^om the centre of 
gravity of the frustum thus cut off. 

22. A solid right circular cone of homogeneous iron, of height 
64 inches and mass 8192 lbs., is out by a plane perpendicular to its 
axis so that the moss of the small cone removed is 686 lbs. Find the 
height of the centre of gravity of the truncated portion above the base 
of the cone. 

23. A solid right circular cone has its base scooped out, so that 
the hollow is a right cone on the same base; how much must be 
scooped out BO that the centre of gravity of the remainder may coincide 
with the vertex of the hoUow? 

24. The mass of the moon is *018 times that of the earth. 
Taking the earth’s radius as 4000 miles and the distance of the moon’s 
centre from the earth’s centre as 60 times the earth’s radius, find the 
distance of the o.o. of the earth and moon from the centre of the earth. 
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117. Centre of gravity of a hemisphere. 

If a heinisphero bo of radius r, the centre of gravity 
lies on that radius which is perpendicular to its plane 

face, and is at a distance ~ from the centre of the plane 

o 

T 

face. If the hemisphere bo hollow, the distance is 

The proofs of these statements are diilicult by elementary 
methods ; they will be found in the last chapter. 

118. T'o find tJie centre of gravity of a quadrilateral 
lamina having two •parallel aides. 

Let ABCD l>e the quadrilateral, having the sides AB 
and CD parallel and equal to 2a and 2h respectively. 



Let E and F be the middle points of AB and CD 
respectively. Join DE and EC ; the areas of the triangles 
ADE^ DECf and BEG are proportional to tlieir bases 
AE^ DC^ and EB^ are proportional to a, 2&, and a. 

Replace them by particles equal to one-third of their 
weight placed at their angular points (Art. 104). 

We thus have weights proportional to 

g + ^ at each of C and D^ 


' at each of A and B^ 


and 


2a 26 , 
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Again, replace tbo equal weiglifcs at; G and 1) by a 

weight proportional to ^ + — at the middle point E 

o «> 

of CE, and the equal weights at A and 7? by a weight 

2<x — 

proportional to --- at E, 

We thus have weights 


and 


25 

-^+-afcA 


ITence the requir(‘d centre of gravity G is on the 
straight line EF^ and is such that 

EG _ weight at a + 25 
GF ”” weight at 2« + 5 * 


EXAMPLES. XIX. 

1. A triangular tabic rests on supiiorls at its vertices; wciglits of 
6, 8, and 10 lbs. are pb^ced at the middle points of tlio sides. I'lnd by 
how much the pressures on the legs are increased thereby. 

2. A piece of thin uniform wire is bent into the form of a four- 
sided figure, AltCDf of which the sides Ali and CD are parallel, and 
BO and DA are equally inclined to AB, If AB bo 18 inches, CD 
12 Inches, and BC and DA each 5 inches, find the distance from AB 
of the centre of gravity of the wire. 

3. AB, BC and CD are throe equal uniform rods firmly joined, 
so as to form three successive sides of a regular hexagon, and arc 
suspended from the point A\ shew that CD is horizontal. 

4. ABC is a piece of uniform wire ; its two parts AB and BO are 
stzaight, and the angle ABC is 135°. It is suspended from a fixed 
point by a string attached to the wire at B, and the part AB is 
observed to be horizontal. Shew that BC is to AB as to 1. 

5. A rod, of length ha, is bent so as to form five sides of a regular 
hexagon ; shew that the distance of its centre of gravity from either 

end of the rod is ^ ^/l33. 
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6. The side CD of a uniform traj^zoidal lamina ABCD is twice 
as long as AB, to which it is opposite and parallel; compare the 
distances of the centre of gravity of ABCD from AB and CD, 

7. If the centre of gravity of a quadrilateral lamina ABCD 
coincide with one of the angles shew that the distances of A and C 
from the line BD are as 1 : 2. 

8. A uniform quadrilateral ABCD has the sides A B and AD, and 
the diagonal ^ O' all equal, and the angles BAG and CAD are 80*^ and 
60° respectively. If a weight, equal to two-thirds that of the triangle 
ABC, be attached at the point B, and the whole rest suspended from 
the point A, shew that the diagonal AC will be vertical. 

9. Explain what will take place when 8 forces, represented by 
AB, BC, and CA respectively, act along the sides of a triangular board 
ABC which is supported on a smooth peg passing through its centre 
of gravity. 

10. Three forces act at a point O in the plane of a triangle ABC, 
being represented by OA, OB and OC\ where must be the point O so 
that the three forces may be in equilibrium ? 

11. A particle P is attracted to three joints A, B, C by forces 
equ^ to fA . FA, fi . PB, and p . . PC respectively; shew that the re- 
sultant is Bp , PG, where G is the centre of gravity of the triangle 
ABC. 


12. A particle P is acted upon by forces towards the points 
A, B, C, ... which are represented by X . PA, p , PB, v , PC, ... ; shew 
that their resultant is represented by (\+p+y + ,,.)PG, where G is 
the centre of gravity of weights placed at A, B, C, ... proportional 
to X, p, V, respectively. 

[This is the generalised form of Art. 42, and may be proved by 
successive applications of that article.] 

13. A uniform rod is hung up by two strings attached to its ends, 
the other ends of the strings being attached to a fixed point; shew 
that the tensions of the strings are proportional to their lengths. 

Prove that the same relation holds for a uniform triangular IftTninn 
hung up by three strings attached to its angular points. 

14. Find the vertical angle of a cone in order that the centre of 
gmvil 7 of its whole surface, including its plane base, may ooincide 
with the centre of gravity of its volume. 

15. A cylinder and a cone have their bases Joined together, the 
bases bei^ of the same size; find the ratio of the height of the cone 
to the height of the cylinder so that the common centre of gravity may 
be at the centre of the common base. 
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16. Sbow how to cut out of a uniform cylinder a cone, wJiose base 
coincides with that of the cylinder, so that the centre of gravity of the 
remaining solid may Goinclde with the vertex of the cone. 

17. If the diameter of the base of a cone be to its altitude as 
1 ; shew that, when the greatest possible sphere has been cut 
out, the centre of gravity of the remainder coincides with that of the 
cone. 

18. From a uniform right cone, whose vertical angle is 60®, is cut 
out the greatest possible sphere; shew that the centre of gravity of 
the remainder divides the aria in the ratio 11 : 49. 

19. A solid in the form of a right circular cone has its base 
scooped out, BO that the hollow so formed is a right circular cone on 
the same base and of half the height of the original cono ; find the 
position of the centre of gravity of the cone so formed. 

20. A uniform equilateral triangle ADG is supi>oried with the 
angle A in contact with a smooth wall by means of a string equal 
in length to a side of the triangle, which is fastened to a point D ver- 
tically above A, Shew that the distances of B and C from the wall 
are as 1 : 5. 

21. A cone, whose height is equal to four times the radius of its 
base, is hung from a point in the circumference of its base; shew that 
it will rest with its base and axis equally inclined to the verticfd. 

22. 7wo right cones, consisting of the same material, have equal 
slant slides and vertical angles of 60® and 120® respectively, and are 
so joined that they have a slant side coincident. Bhew that, if they 
be suspended from thelv common vertex, the line of contact will be 
inclin^ at to the vertical. 

23. A triangular piece of paper is folded across the line bisecting 
two sides, the vertex being thus brought to lie on the base of the 
triangle. Shew that the distance of the centre of inertia of the paper 
in this position from the base of the triangle is three-quarters that of 
the centre of inertia of the unfolded paper from the some line. 

24. A rectangular sheet of stiff paper, whose length is to its 
breadth as i^2 to 1, lies on a horizontal table with its longer sides 
perpendicular to the edge and projecting over it. The corners on the 
table are then doubled over symmetrically, so that the creases pass 
through the middle point of the side joining the comers and make 
angles of 46® with it. The paper is now on the point of falling over; 
shew that it had originally f f ths of its length on the table. 

25. At each of n - 1 of the angular points of a regular polygon of 
n sides a particle is placed, the particles being equal; shew that the 
distance of their centre of gravity from the centre of the circle 

ciroumsoribing the polygon is vhere r is the radius of the 

oizole. 
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26. A square hole is punched out of a circular lamina, the 
diagonal of the squaie being a radius of tho circle, 81ie\v that the 

centre of gravity of the remainder is at a distance ■ ^ ; from the 

centre of the circle, where a is the diameter of the circle. 


27- From a uniform triangular board a portion consisting of the 
area of the inscribed circle is removed; shew that the distance of the 
centre of gravity of tho remainder from any side, a, is 
S 2^~BTa8 
Sat t^ - vS * 

where S is the area and t the semiperimeter of the board. 

28. A circular hole of a given size is punched out of a uniform cir- 
cular plate ; shew that the centre of gravity lies within a certain circle. 

29. The distaneet of the angular points and intersection of the 
diagonals of a plane quadrilateral lamina from any line in its plane 
are a, 5, c, d, and e; shew tluit the distance of the centre of inertia 
from the same line is ^ (a + b+c-j-d-e). 

Let A, Sf C, Dhe the angular points, and jE the intersection of the 
diagonals. Then 

A A CD __ perpendicular from D on AC _ DK _ d - e 
aACB ~~ perpendicular from B on AG ~ EB c - 6 ’ 

By Arts. 104 and 111 the distance of the centre of gravity of the 

aACD from OX is and that of the aACB la — • 

o A 

Hence distance of required o.o. from OX 

^ aACDx g {a+e+d)+ AifC Bx ^ (a+b + c) 

aACD-^ aACB 

1 {d-e)(a-!-<j+d)-f-(s-b) (a+b + c) 

^d-e) + {e-b) 

= 7 (o+&+e+({-c}, onrednotion. 

30. If A and B be the positions of two masses, m and n, and if 
O be their centre of gravity, shew that, if P be any point, then 

m . AF^+n . . A(P+n . BGf*+ (m+w) PC?“. 

Similarly, if there be any number of masses, at points 

At ... , and G bo their centre of gravity, shew that 
w . -(lP®-hn . J?P®+p . CP®+ ... 

5=7/1 • AG^+n . CO*+ ..., + 


CHAPTER X. 

CENTKE OE GEATITE (coniimiecl). 

119 . 1/ a rigid body he in equilibrium^ one point 
o'idy of the body being fixed^ the centre of gravity of the body 
iviU be in tlt/e vertical line passing through the fixed point of 
the body. 

Let 0 be the fixed point o£ tlio body, and G its centre of 
gravity. 



Tho forces acting on the body are the reaction at 
the fixed point of support of the body, and the weights of 
the component parts of the body. 

The weights of these component parts are equivalent to 
a single vertical force through the centre of gravity of the 
body. 
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Also, when two forces keep a body in equilibrium, they 
must be equal and opposite and have the same line of action. 
But the lines of action cannot be the same unless the vertical 
line through G passes through the point 0, 

Two cases arise j the first, in which the centre of gravity 
G is below tlie point of suspension 0, and the second, in 
which G is above 0, 

In the first case, the body, if slightly displaced from its 
position of equilibrium, will tend to return to this position; 
in the second case, the body will not tend to return to its 
position of equilibrium. 

120. To jindy hy experiment^ the centre of gravity of 
a body of any shape. 

Take a flat piece of cardboard of any shape. Boro 
several small holes j?, (7, Z), ... in it 
of a sjize just large enough to freely 
admit of the insertion of a small pin. 

Hang up the cardboard by the 
hole A and allow it to hang freely 
and come to rest. Mark on the card- 
board the line AA* which is now 
vertical. This may be done by hang- 
ing from the pin a fine piece of string 
with a small plummet of lead at the ocher end, the string 
having first been well rubbed with chalk. If the string be 
now flipped against the cardboard it will leave a chalked 
line, which is AA!. Now hang up the cardboard with the 
hole B on the pin, and mark in a similar manner the line 
which is now vertical. 

Perform the experiment, again with the points i>, E 
as the points through which the small pin passes, and 
obtain the corresponding vertical lines CC\ jP/X, EB\ 
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These chalked lines AA\ BB\ CG\ EE' will all be 
found to pass through the same point G. If the thickness 
of the cardboard be neglected, this point G is its centre of 
gravity. If the pin be now passed through Cr, the card- 
board will be found to rest in any position in wliich it is 
placed. 

121 « If CL hody he •placed with its hose in contact with 
a horizontal plane, it will stand, or fall, according as the 
vertical line drcmn through the centre of gravity of tlw hody 
meets the plane within, or without, the hase^ 

The forces acting on the body are its weight, which acts 
at its centre of gravity G, and the reactions of the plane | 



acting at different points of the base of the body. These 
reactions are all vertical, and hence they may be com- 
pounded into a single vertical force acting at some point 
of the base. 

Since the resultant of two like parallel forces acts 
always at a point between the forces, it follows that the 
resultant of all the reactions on the base of the body 
cannot act through a point outside the base. 

Hence, if the vertical line through the centre of gravity 
of the body meet the plane at a point outside the base, 
it cannot be balanced by tho resultant reaction, and the 
body cannot therefore be in equilibrium, but must fall over. 
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If the base of the body be a figure having a re-entrant 


D 



angle, as in the above figure, we must extend the meaning 
of the word “base” in the enunciation to mean the area 
included in the figure obtained by drawing a piece of thread 
tightly round the geometrical base. In the above figure 
the ‘‘base” therefore means the area ABDEFA. 

For example, the point (7, at which the resultant 
reaction acts, may lie within the area AIIBy but it cannot 
lie without the dotted line AB, 

If the point G were on the lino AB^ between A and -ff, 
the body would bo on the point of falling over. 

Bac. A cylinder, of height h, and the radius of whose "base u r, is 
placed on an inclined jflane and prevented 
from sliding; if the inclination of the 
plane be gradually increased, find when 
the cylinder will topple. 

Let the figure represent the section 
of the cylinder when it is on the point of 
toppling over; the vertical line through 
the centre of gravity G of the body must 
therefore just pass through the end A of 
the base. Hence CAD must be equal to 
the angle of inclination, a, of the plane. 

« h CB ^ 

Eenoe ^ = 2^=tan(7JB=oota; 

i 2r 

lana=s-^, 
n 

ghring the required inclination of the plana. 
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Stable, unstable, and neutral equilibrium. 

122 . AV'e have pointed out in Art. 119 that the body 
in the first figure of that article would, if slightly dis- 
placed, tend to return to its position of equilibrium, and 
that the body in the second figure would not tend to return 
to its original position of equilibrium, but would recode 
still further from that position. 

These two bodies are said to bo in stable and unstable 
equilibrium respectively. 

Again, a cone, resting with its flat circular base in 
contact with a horizontal plane, would, if slightly displaced, 
return to its position of equilibrium; if resting with its 
vertex in contiict with the plane it would, if slightly dis- 
placed, recede still further from its position of equilibrium; 
whilst, if placed with its slant side in contact with the 
plane, it will remain in equilibrium in any position. The 
equilibrium in the latter case is said to bo neutral. • 

123 . Consider, again, the case of a heavy sphere, 
resting on a horizontal plane, wdiose centre of gravity is 
not at its centre. 

Let the first figure represent the posiii(jri of cciuilibriurn, 
the centre of gravity being either below the centre 0, as G'l, 



or above, as Tiot the second figure represent the sphere 
turned through a small angle, so that B is now the point of 
contact with the plane. 
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The reaction of tlio piano still acts through the centre 
of the sphere. 

If the weight of the body act through it is clear that 
the body will return towards its original position of equi- 
librium^ and therefore the body was originally in stable 
equilibrium. 

If the weight act through the body will move still 
further from its original position of equilibrium, and there- 
fore it was originally in unstable equilibrium. 

If however the centre of gravity of the body had been 
at 0, then, in the case of the second figure, the weight 
would still be balanced by the reaction of the plane ; the 
body would thus remain in the new position, and the 
equilibrium would be called neutral 

124. Def. A body is said to be in stable equi- 
librium when, if it be slightly displaced from its position 
of equilibrium, the forces acting on the body tend to 
make it return towards its position of equilibrium; it is 
in unstable equilibrium when, if it be slightly displaced, 
the forces tend to move it still further from its position of 
equilibrium; it is in neutral equilibrium, if the forces 
acting on it in its displaced position are in equilibrium. 

In general bodies which are top-heavy," or which have 
small bases, are unstabla 

Thus in theory a pin might be placed upright with its 
]:K>int on a horizontal table so as to be in equilibrium ; in 
practice the **base” would be so small that the slightest 
displacement would bring the vertical through its centre of 
gravity outside its base and it would falL So with a billiard 
cue placed vertically with its end on the table. 

A body is, as a general principle, in a stable position of 
equilibrium when the centre of gravity is in the lowest 
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position it can take up ; examples are the case of the last 
article, and the pendulum of a clock ; the latter “when dis- 
placed always returns towards its position of rest. 

Consider again the case of a man walking oti a tight 
rope. He always carries a pole heavily weighted at one 
end, so that the centre of gravity of himself and the polo is 
always below his feet. When he feels himself falling in one 
direction, he shifts his pole so that this centre of gravity 
shall be on the other side of his feet, and then the resultant 
weight pulls him back again towards the upright position. 

If a body has more than one theoretical position of 
equilibrium, the one in which its centre of gravity is lowest 
will in general bo the stable position, and that in which the 
centre of gravity is highest will be the unstable one. 

125 « Bx« A homogeneous body, consisting of a cylinder and 
a hemisphere joined at their bases, is placed with the hemisjyherical end 
on a horizontal table; is the equilibrium stable or unstable} * 

Let C?| and G, be the centres of gravity of the heniispliere and 
cylinder, and let A be the point of the body 
’which is initially in contact with the table, 
and let O be the centre of the base of the 
hemisphere. 

If k be the height of the cylinder, and 
r be the radius of the base, we have 

OOi=|r, and OG>=g (Axt. 117). 

Also the weights of the hemisphere and 
cylinder ore proportional to |irr* and w . r^h. 

The reaction of the plane, in the dis- 
placed position of the body, always passes 
through the centre O. 

The equilibrium is stable or unstable according as G, the centre 
of gravity of the compound body, is below or above O, 

i.a., according as 

OQ^ X wt. of hemisphere is^OGj x wt. of cylinder. 
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i.e., according as 

r X |irr* is^ ^ x rrr'^h. 

i.e., according as 

r® . « 

2 * 

i.e.f according as 

r 

i.c., 

"71X1*42.. 


** 126 - Within the limits of this book we cannot 
enter into the general discussion of the equilibrium of one 
body resting on another; in the following article we sliall 
discuss the case in which the portions of the two bodies 
in contact are spherical. 

A body rests in equilibrium upon another fixed body^ 
the portions of the two bodies in contact being spheres of 
radii r and li respectively; if the first body be slightly 
displaxed^ to find whether the equililyrium is stable or uvr 
stable^ the bodies being rough enough to prevent sliding. 

Let 0 be the centre of the spherical surface of the 
lower body, and 0^ that of 
the upper body; since there 
is equilibrium, the centre of 
gravity of the upper body 
must be in the line OOi, which 
passes through the point of 
contact Ai of the bodies. 

Let AiGi bo h. 

Lat the upper body be 
slightly displaced, by rolling, 
so that the new position of 
the centre of the upper body 
is O3, the new point of contact 
is A29 the new position of the 
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centre of gravity is and the new position of the point 
A I is G. lloiice CG^ is 4. 

Through draw A 2 L vertically to meet O.JJ in Z, 
and draw Oy^lZ vertically downwards to mtiot a liorizontal 
lino through in J/. 

Let the angle A^OA^ be and let A^O^O bo so that 
the angle CO^M is {B + 

Since the upper body hjis rolled into its new position, 
the arc A^As^^ is equal to the arc GA^. 

lienee {Klemenfs of Trigonometry^ Art. 158) wo have 

E.0=.r.<f> ( 1 ), 

where r and R are respectively the radii of the upper and 
lower surfaces. 


The equilibrium is stable, or unstable, according as 
lies to the left, or right, of the line Afj^ • 

ie., according as the distance of G^ from O^^I is 

> or < the distance of L from O^AIy i.e,^ 

Le,, according as 

O 2 G 2 sin (fi + ^) is > or < sin 0^ 
i.e.f according as 

(r — /i) sin (B + ^) is > or < r sin By 

i.e,y according as 

r — h, smB 

r Sin {6 + 


But 


sin 6 B 

sin (^ + <^) ^ ^ * 


since B and ^ are both very small, 
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Hence the eqiiilibriuia iu sUible, or unstable, according as 


r — h , r 


i,e., according as r - is > or < /t, 

liiT 

i.e., according as is > or < A, 

’ ® r + ij? 


{.d., according as 


j,,s>or<- + ^. 

If 1 = 1 + J the equilibrium is sometimes said to be 
n r K 

neutral; it is however really unstable, but the investiga- 
tion is beyond the limits of this book, 

Htnce the equilibrium is stable only when 

1 , 11 

h r R 

in all other cases it is unstable. 


Cor, 1. If the surface of the lower body, instead of 
being convex, as in the above 
figure, be concave, as in the folio w- 
ing figure, the above investigation 
will still apply provided we change 
the sign of 7?. 

Hence the equilibrium is stable 
when 

1 . 11 

otherwise it is, in general, un- 
stable. 
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Cor. 2. Jf the upper body* have a plane face in 
contact with the lower body, as in the following figure, r 

is now infinite in value, and therefore ^ is zera 

ITence the equilibrium is stable 

if 

11 ’ 

t.a, A be < i?. 

Hence the equilibrium is stable, 
if the distance of the centre of 
gravity of the upper body from its 
plane face be loss than the radius of the lower body; 
otherwise the equilibrium is unstable. 

Cor. 3. If the lower body bo a plane, so that R is 
infinity, the equilibrium is stable if 

11 .. * 

be > if h bo < r, 

h r 

Hence, if a body of spherical base be placed on a hori- 
zontal table, it is in stable equilibrium, if the distance of 
its centre of gravity from tlie point of contact bo less than 
the radius of the spherical surface. 



EXAMPLES. XX. 


1. A carpenter’s rule, 2 feet in length, is bent into two ports at 
right angles to one another, the length of the shorter portion being 
8 inches. If the shorter be placed on a smooth horizontal table, what 
is the length* of the least portion on the table that there may be equi- 
librium? 

2. A piece of metal, 18 cubio inches in volume, is made into a 
cylinder which rests with its base on an inclined plane, of dO*’ slope, 
and is prevented from slipping. How tall may the cylinder be made 
so that it may just not topple over? 

3. If a trian^lar lamina ABC can just rest in a vertical plane 
with its edge AB in contact with a smooth table, prove that 
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4, The side CD of a nulform square plate ABCD^ whose weight 
is W, is bisected aft E and the triangle AED is cut off. The plate 
ADCEA is placed in a vertical position with the side CE on a hori- 
zontal plane. What is the greatest weight that can be placed at A 
without upsetting the plate? 

5. ABC is a flat board, A being a right angle and AO in contact 
with a fiat tabic; D is the middle point of AC and the triangle ABD 
is cut away; shew that the triangle is just on the point of falling 
over. 


6. A brick is laid with one-quarter of its length projecting over 
the edge of a wall; a brick and onc-quarter of a brick are then laid 
on the first with one-quarter of a brick projecting over the edge of the 
flrst brick; a brick and a half are laid on this, and so on; shew that 
4 courses of brick laid in the above manner will be in equilibrium 
without the aid of mortar, but that, if a fifth course be added, the 
structure will topple. 


7. How many coins, of the some size and having their thick* 
nesses equal to of their diameters, can stand in a cylindrical pile 
on an inclined pane, whose height is one-sixth of the base, assuming 
that there is no slipping? 

If the edge of each coin overlap on one side that of the coin below, 
find by what fraction of the diameter each must overlap so that a 
pile of unlimited height may stand on the plane. 

8. A number of bricks, each 9 inches long, 4 inches wide, and 
3 inches thick, are placed one on p noth or so ♦hat, whilst their narrowest 
surfaces, or thicknesses, are in the same vertical plane, each brick 
overlaps the one underneath it by half an inch; the lowest brick 
being placed on a table, how many bricks can be so placed without 
their falling over? 


9. ABC is an isosceles triangle, of weigh® IT, of which the angle 
A is 120^, and the side AB rests on a smooth horizontal table, the 

W 

plane of the triangle being vertical ; if a weight be hung on at (7, 
shew that the triangle will just be on the point of toppling over. 


10. The quadrilateral lamina ABCD is formed of two uniform 
isosceles triangles ABC and ADC^ whose vertices are B and Z), on 
opposite sides of a common base AC^ the angle ABC being a right 
angle. Shew that it will rest in a vertical plane with BO on a hori- 
zontal plane, provided the area of ADC he not greater than four times 
thatof 
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11, A body, consisting of a cone and a liemisphfiro on the same 
base, rests on a rough horizontal table, the hemisphere being in con- 
tact with the table; find the greatest height of tbe cone so that the 
equilibrium may be stable. 

12. A solid consists of a cylinder and a hemisphere of equal 
radius, fixed base to base; find the ratio of the height to the radius of 
the cylinder, so that the equilibrium may be neutral when the sijherical 
surface rests on a horizontal plane. 

13. A hemisphere rests in equilibrium on a sidiero of equal radius ; 
shew that tlie equilibrium is unstable when tJie curved, and stable 
when the fiat, surface of the hemisphere rests on the sphere. 

14, A heavy right cone rests with its base on a fixed rough sphere 
of given radius; find the greatest height of the cone if it be in stable 
equilibrium. 

Id. A uniform beam, of thickness 27>, rests symmetrically on a 
perfectly rough horizontal cylinder of radius a; shew that the equi- 
librium of the beam will bo stable or unstable according as b is less or 
greater than a. 

16. A heavy unifonn ctihe balances on the highest point of a 
sphere, whoso radius is r. If the sphere he rough enough to psevent 

sliding, and if the side of the cube bo , shew that the cube can rock 

through a right angle without fiiJling. 

17, A lamina in the form of an isoscchjs triangle, whose vertical 
angle is a, is placed on a sphere, of radius r, so that its piano is vertical 
and one of its equal sides is in exDntact with tbe sphere; shew that, if 
the triangle bo slightly disiilaced in its own plane, the equilibrium is 

3/" 

stable if sin a be less than -- , where a is one of the equal sides of the 
triangle. 


18, A weight W is supported on a smooth inclined piano by a 
given weight Pt connected with J^by means of a string passing round 
a fixed pulley whose position is given. Find the position of TK 
on the plane, and determine whether the position is stable or un- 
stable. 


19, A rough uniform circular disc, of radius r and weight p, is 
movable about a point distant c from its centre. ^ A string, rough 
enough to prevent any slipping, hangs over the circumference and 
carries unequal weights TV and w at its ends. Find the position of 
equilibrium, and determine whether it is stable or unstable. 
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20. A solid sphere rests inside a fixed roug;h hemispherical howl 
of twice its radius. Shew that, however large a weight is attached to 
the highest point of the sphere, the equilibrium is stable. 


21, A thin hemispherical bowl, of radius h and weight TF, rests 
in equilibrium on the highest! point of a fixed sphere, of radius a, 
which is rough enough to prevent any sliding. Inside the bowl is 
placed a small smooth sphere of weight te. Shew that the equilibriuza 
is not stable unless 


w<W, 


a^h 
26 • 



CHAPTER XL 

WORK. 

127. Work. Def. A force is said to do work 
when its point of application moves in the direction of the 
force. 

The force exerted by a hurse, in dragging a waggon, docs work. 

The force exerted by a man, in raising a weight, does work. 

The pressure of the steam, in moving the piston of an eitgine, 
does work. 

When a man winds up a watch or a clock ho does work. 

The measure of the work done by a force is the product 
of the force and the distance through which it moves its 
point of application in the direction of the force. 

Suppose that a force acting at a point A of a body 

L- >P 

A O ^ B 

moves the point A to then the work done by P is 
measured by the product of F and AJ), 

If the point P be on the side of A toward which the 
force acts, this work is positive; if i> lie on the opposite 
side, the work is negative. 

Kext^ suppose that the point of application of the force 
is moved to a point (7| which does not lie on the line AB» 

6-a 
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Draw CD perpendicular to A ov A B produced. Then 
AD the distance through which the point of application 
is moved in the direction of the force. Hence in the first 
figure the work done is P x AD ; in the second figure the 


c c 



work done is — P x AD, When the work done by the force 
is negative, this is sometimes expressed by saying that the 
force has work done against it. 

In the case when AC is at right angles to AB^ the 
points A and D coincide, and the work done by the force 
F vanishes. 

As an example, if a body be moved about on a horizontal table the 
work done by its weight is zero. So, again, if a body be moved on an 
inclined plane, no work is done by the normal reaction of the plane. 

® 128. The unit of work, used in Statics, is called a 
Doot-Pound, and is the work done by a force, equal to tho 
weight of a pound, when it moves its point of application 
through one foot in iU uwji direction. A better, though 
more clumsy, toini than “ Foot-Pound ” would be Foot- 
Pound-w eight. 

Thus, the work done by the weight of a body of 10 pounds, whilst 
the body falls through a distance of 4 feet, is 10 x 4 foot-pounds. 

Tho work done by the >veight of the body, if it were raised through 
a vertical distance of 4 feet, would bo - 10 x 4 foot-x>ounds. 

129. It will be noticed that the definition of work, 
given in Art. 127, necessarily implies motion. A man may 
use great exertion in attempting to move a body, and yet 
do no work on the body. 

For example, suppose a man pulls at the shafts of a 
..heivily-loaded van, which he cannot move. He may pull 
to.the utmost of his power, bat, since the force wdiich he 
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exerts does not move its point of application, he does no 
■work (in the technical sense of the word), 

130. Theorem. To shew that the work doiie in 
raising a number of particles from one position to another is 
IF/t, where W is the total weight of the particles^ mid h is the 
distance through which the centre of gravity of the p><^'^ti<des 
has been raised. 

Let tOj, ... he the weights of the particles; in 

the initial position let 0^2, be their heights 

above a horizontal plane, and x that of their centre of 
gravity, so that, as in Art. Ill, we have 

...+w„x ^ 

W1+W2+ ... +Wf^ ^ 

In the final position let x ,/, ... x^ be the heights of 
the different particles, and the height of the new centre 
of gravity, so that • 

^ _ Wix/ + + . . . M>„r/ , 

+ 

But, since w, + tOg t = 1 ^, equations ( 1 ) and ( 2 ) give 
WiXi + zOjjCCg + ••- = ir , flC, 

and + . . - = IT . ic'. 

By subtraction we have 

tVi (a?/ — fiCj) + W 3 (fiCy' — Oy) + . . , = Jr (ac' — 35). 

But the left-hand member of this equation gives the 
total work done in raising the different particles of the 
system from tlieir initial position to their final position; 
also the right-liand side 

= IT X height through which the centre of gravity has been 
raised 
= TT. h. 

Hence the proposition is proved. 
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131. Power. Def. The power of an agent is 
the ommmt of work that would he do^ie by the agent if 
working wniformly for the unit of time. 

The unit of power used by engineers is called a Horse- 
Power. An agent is said to be working with one horse- 
power when it performs 33,000 foot-pounds in a minute, i,e,^ 
when it would raise 33,000 lbs. through a foot in a minute, 
or when it would raise 330 lbs, through 100 feet in a 
minute, or 33 lbs. through 1000 feet in a minute. 

This estimate of the power of a horse was made by 
Watt, but is above the capacity of ordinary horses. The 
word Horse-power is usually abbreviated into n.p. 

132. It will be noted that the result of Art. 130 does 
not in any way depend on the initial or final arrangement 
of the particles amongst themselves, except in so far as the 
initial and final positions of the centre of gravity depend 
on these arrangements. 

For example, a hole may be dug in the ground, the soil 
lifted out, and spread on the surface of the earth at the 
top of the hole. We only want the positions of the c.a. 
of the soil initially and finally, and then the work done is 
known. This work is quite independent of the path by 
which the soil went from its initial to its final position. 

Bz. A well^ of which the section is a square whose side is 4 feet, 
and whose depth is 800 feet, is full of water; find the work done, in 
foot-pounds, in pumping the water to the level of the top of the well. 

Find also the JI,P, of the engine which would jmt accomplish this 
work in one hour* 

[N.B. A oubio foot of water weighs 1000 ounces.] 

Initially the height of the centre of gravity of the water above the 
bottom of &e well was 150 feet and finally it is 800 feet, so that tiio 
height through which the centre of grnvify has been raised is 150 feet. 

The volume of the water =4 x 4 x 800 oubio feet. 

Therefore its weights4 x 4 x 800 x lbs. =800,000 lbs. 

' Hence the work done=800,000 x 150 ft.-lbs. =45,000,000 it.-lbe. 
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Let X be the required h.p. Then the work done by tbe engine in 
one hour = x 60 x 33,000. 

Hence we have at x 60 x 33, 000 = 45, 000, 000; 

/.aj=22yx« 

133 . Graphical repi'csentation of the work done hy a 
force* 

It is sometimes difEcult to calculate directly the work 
done bj a varying force, but it 
may be quite possible to obtain 
the result to a near degree of 
approximation. 

Suppose the force to always 
act in the straight line OK^ and 
let us find the work done as its 
point of application moves from A to R, At A and R erect 
ordinates AC and RR to represent the value of the f6rce 
for these two points of application. For any and every 
intermediate point of application L erect the ordinate LP to 
represent the corresponding value of the acting force; then 
the tops of these ordinates will clearly lie on some such 
curve as OPR. 

Take Jf a veiy near point to Z, so near that the force 
may be considered to have remained constant as its point 
of application moved through the small distance LM, 

Then the work done by the force 
=:its magnitude x distance through which its 

point of application has moved 
= LP X LM = area PM very nearly. 

Similarly whilst the point of application moves from M 
to N the work done 

sarea QN very nearly, and so on. 
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Hence it follows that the work done as the point of 
application moves from -4 to i? is, when the lengths ZJf, 
... are taken indefinitely small, equal more and more 
nearly to the area ACDB, 

[Where the shape of the curve GPD is irregular a rough 
approximation to its area may bo found as follows ; divide 
AB into a number, say 10, of equal strips ; take the middle 
ordinates of these strips and obtain the average of these 
middle ordinates; and multiply this average ordinate by 
the distance AB, This clearly gives an approximation to 
the area of ACDB?^ 

134 . As an example of the above construction let us find the 
work done by a force which was initially zero and which varied as the 
distance through which its point of application was moved. 

In this case AO is zero, and NF=s\» where X is some 
constant. 

« 

tan P-d^ss-jj^EsX, so that Plies on a straight 

line passing through A , The work done »= area A BD 
= . BD =^ . disphujeinent of the point of applica- 

tion X the final valuo of the force. 



EXAMPLES. XXI. 

1. How much work is done by a man 

(1^ in climbing to the top of a mountain 2700 feet high, if his 
weight IS 10 stone? 

(2) in cycling 10 miles if the resistance to his motion be equal 
to 5 lbs. wt. ? 

2. A chain, whose mass is S lbs. per foot, is wound up from a 
shaft by the expenditure of four million units of work; find the 
length of the chain. 

3. A shaft!, whose horizontal section is a rectangle 10 ft. by 8 ft., 
ia to be sunk 100 ft. into the earth. If the average weight of the soil 
is 150 lbs. per cubio foot, find the work done in bringing the soil 
tolthe surface. 
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4. How many cubic feet of water will an engine of 100 n.p. raise 
in one hour from a depth of 150 feet? 

5. In how many hours would an engine of 18 n.p. empty a vertical 
shaft full of water if the diameter of the shaft be 9 feet, and the depth 
420 feet? 

6. Find the h.p. of an engine that would empty a cylindrical 
shaft full of water in 32 hours, if the diameter of the sliaft bo 8 feet 
and its depth 600 feet. 

7. Find how long an engine of 20 H.r. would talce to pump 
5000 cubic feet of water to a height of 100 feet, onc-tbird of the 
work being wasted by friction, etc. 

8. A man whose weight is 10 stone climbs a rope at the rate 
of 18 ijichcs per second. Prove that ho is working at just under 
■f H.p. 


9. A tower is to be built of brickwork, the base being a rectangle 
whose external measurements are 22 ft. by 9 ft., the height of the 
tower 66 feet, and the walls two feet thick ; find the number of hours 
in which an engine of B would raise the bricks from the ground, 
the weight of a cubic foot of brickwork being 112 lbs. 

10 . At the bottom of a coal mine, 275 foot deep, there is an iron 
cage containing coal weighing 14 cwt,, the cage itself weighing 4 cwt. 
109 lbs., and the wire rope that raises it 6 lbs. per yard. Find the 
work done when the loa<l has been lifted to the surface, and the h.p. 
of the engine that can do this work in 40 seconds. 

11. A, steamer is going at the rate of 15 miles per hour ; if the 
effective h.p. of her engines be 10,000, what is the resistance to her 
motion ? 


12. A man is cycling at the rate of 6 miles per hour up a hill 
whose slope is 1 in 20 ; if the weight of the man and tlio machine be 
200 lbs. prove that he must at the least be working at the rate of 
*16 H.p. 


13. A man rowing 40 strokes i)er minute propels a boat at the 
rale of 10 miles an hour, and the resistance to his motion is equal to 
8 lbs. wt. ; find the work he does in each stroke and the h.p. at which 
he is worHng. 

14 . A Venetian blind consists of 30 movable bars, the thickness 
of each bar being negligible, and, vrhen it is hanging down, the distance 
between each pair of consecutive bars is 2i inches; if the weight 
of each bar be 4 ozs., find the work done in Rawing up the blind. 

If there were n such bars, what would be the corresponding work? 
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15. A Venetian blind consists of n thin bars, besides the top fixed 
bar, and the weight of the movable part is W, When let down the 
length of the blind is a, and when puUed up it is h ; show that the 
work done against gravity in drawing up the blind is 


W 


n+1 

In 


(a-b). 


16. A solid hemisphere of weight 12 lbs. and radius 1 foot rests 
with its flat face on a table. How many foot-lbs. of work are required 
to turn it over so that it may rest with its emrved surface in contact 
with the table? [Use the result of Art. 130.] 

17. A uniform log weighing half a ton is in the form of a 
triangular prism, the sides of whose cross section are l|^ft., 2ft., 
and 2^ ft. respectively, and the log is resting on the ground on its 
narrowest face. Prove that the work which must be done to raise it 
on its edge so that it may fall over on to its broadest face is approxi- 
mately *27 ft.-tons. 

18. A force acta on a particle, its initial value being 20 lbs. wt. 
and its values being 25, 29, 32, 31, 27, and 24 lbs. wt. in the direction 
of the particle’s motion when the latter has moved through 1, 2, 3, 4, 
6, and 6 feet respectively; find, by means of a graph, the work done 
by thi force, assuming that it varies uniformly during each foot of 
the motion. 



CHAPTER XII. 

MACHINES. 

135. In the present cliapter we shall explain and 
discuss the equilibrium of some of the simpler machines, 
viz., (1) The Lever, (2) The Pulley and Systems of Pulleys, 
(3) The Inclined Plane, (4) The Wheel and Axle, (5) The 
Common Balance, (6) The Steelyards, and (7) The Screw. 

The Lever, The Wheel and Axle, The Balance, and the 
Steelyards are similai* machines. In each wo have either 
a point, or an axis, fixed about which the machine can 
revolve. 

In the pulleys an essential part is a flexible string or 
strings. 

We shall suppose the different portions of those 
machines to be smooth and rigid, that all cords or strings 
used are perfectly flexible, and that the forces acting on 
the machines always balance, so that they are at rest. 

In actual practice these conditions are not even approxi- 
mately satisfied in the cases of many machines. 

136. When two external forces applied to a machine 
balance^ one may be^ and formerly always was, called the 
Power and the other may be called the Weight. 
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A machine is always used in practice to overcome some 
resistance; the force wo exert on the machine is the power; 
the resistance to be overcome, in whatever form it may 
appear, is called the Weight. 

Unfortunately the word Power is also used in a different 
sense with reference to a machine (Art 131); of late years 
the word Effort has been used to denote what was formerly 
called the Power in the sense of tliis article. The word 
Pesistance is also used instead of Weight; by some writers 
Load is substituted for Weight 


137. Mechanical Advantage. If in any 

machine an effort P balance a resistance TF, the ratio 
ir : P is called the mechanical iulvantage of the machino, 
so that 


Resistance 

“Effort” 


= Mechanical Advanttage, 


and Resistance = Effort x Mechanical Advantage, 

Almost all machines are constructed so that the me- 
chanical advantage is a ratio greater than unity. 

If in any machine the mechanical advantage be less 
than unity, it may, with more accuracy, be called me- 
chanical disadvantage. 

The term ^ Force-Ratio is sometimes used instead of 
Mechanical Advantage. 


Velocity Ratio. The velocity ratio of any machine 
is the ratio of the distance through which the point of 
application of the effort or “ power ” moves to the distance 
through which the point of application of the resistance^ or 
“ weight, moves in the same time ; so that 

Distance through which P moves 
Distance through which W moves ’ 


Velocity Ratio = 
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If the machine bo such that no work has to he done in 
lifting its component parts, and if it bo perfectly smooth 
throughout, it will be found that the Mechanical Advantage 
and tlio Velocity Katio are equal, so that in this case 
W __ Distance through which P moves 
P Distance through which W moves ’ 

and then 

P X distance through which P moves 

= IF X distance through which }F moves, 
or, in other words, 

work done by P will = work done against JF, 

138 . The following we shall thus find to be a uni- 
versal principle, known as the Principle of Work, viz., 
Whatever he the machine we use^ provided timi tlwre he no 
friction and that the weight of the machine he neglected^ the 
work done hy the effort is always equivalent to tlw work done 
against the weighty or resistance, • 

Assuming that the machine we are using gives nio- 
chanical advantage, so that the effort is less than the 
weight, the distance moved througli by the effort is there- 
fore greater than the distance moved through by the weight 
in the same proportion. This is sometimes expressed in 
popular language in the form ; What is gained in power is 
lost in speed. 

More accurate is the statement that mechanical ad- 
vantage is always gained at a proportionate diminution 
of speed. I7o work is ever gained by the use of a machine 
though mechanical advantage is generally obtained. 

139 . It will be found in the next cliapter that, as 
a matter of fact, some work, in practice, is always lost by 
the use of any machine. 

The uses of a machine are 

(1) to enable a man to lift weights or overcome 
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resisianoes much greater than he could deal with unaided, 
by the use of a system of pulleys, or a wheel and axle, 
or a screw-jack, etc., 

(2) to cause a motion imparted to one point to be 
changed into a more rapid motion at some other point, 

in the case of a bicycle, 

(3) to enable a force to be applied at a more con- 
venient point or in a more convenient manner, e.g., in the 
use of a poker to stir the fire, or in the lifting of a bucket 
of mortar by means of a long rope passing over a pulley at 
the top of a building, the other end being pulled by a man 
standing on the ground. 

I. The laever. 

140. The Lever consists essentially of a rigid bar, 
straight or bent, which has one point fixed about which 
the rest of the lever can turn. This fixed point is called 
the Fulcrum, and the perpendicular distances between the 
fulcrum and the lines of action of the efibrt and the weight 
are called the arms of the lever. 

When the lever is straight, and the effort and weight 
act perpendicular to the lever, it is usual to distinguish 
three classes or orders. 

Clan I. Here the effort P 
and the weight W act on opposite 
sides of the fulcrum C. 

Clan ZI. Here the effort P 
and the weight W act on the 
same side of the fulcrum (7, but 
the former acts at a greater dis- 
tance than the latter from the 

fulcrum* 
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Class III. Here the effort 
P and the weight W act on the 
same side of the fulcrum (7, but 
the former acts at a less dis- 
tance than the latter from the 
fulcrum. 



AfPV 
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14 : 1 . Conditions of equUihrium of a straight lever. 

In each case we have three parallel forces acting on 
the body, so that the reaction, at the fulcrum must 
be equal and opposite to the resultant of P and W. 

In the first class P and W are like parallel forces, so 
that their resultant P +W. Hence 

J? = P+ W. 

In the second class P and W are unlike parallel forces, 

so that * 

p = P. 

So in the third class R = P— W. 

In the first and third classes we see that R and P act 
in opposite directions ; in the second class tJiey act in the ‘ 
same direction. 

In all three classes, since the resultant of P and W 
passes through f7, we have, as in Art. 52, 

P.AC^^W.PC, 

i*e, P X the arm of P = If x the arm of W. 

Q. W arm of P , . ... 

Since -yr = we observe that generally m 

P arm or fV 

Class I., and always in Class II., there is mechanical 
advantage, but that in Class IIL there is mechanical 
disadvantage. 
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The practical use of levera of the latter class is to 
apply a force at some point at which it is not convenient 
to apply the force directly. 

In this article we have neglected the weight of the 
lever itself. 

If this weight be taken into consideration we must, 
as in Art. 91, obtain the conditions of equilibrium by 
equating to zero the algebraic sum of the moments of the 
forces about the fulcrum (7. 

The principle of the lever was known to Archimedes 
who lived in the third century b.c. ; until the discovery of 
the Parallelogram of Forces in the sixteenth century it was 
the fundamental principle of Statics. 

142. Examples of the different classes of levers are ; 

Class 1. A Poker {when used to stir the fire^ the bar 
of the* grate being the fidcrum) ; A Claw-hammer {^hen 
used to extract nails) • A Crowbar {when used with a point 
in it resting on a fixed support) ; A Pair of Scales ; The 
Brake of a Pump. 

Double levers of this class are; A Pair of Scissors, A 
Pair of Pincers. 

Class II. A Wheelbarrow; A Cork Squeezer; A 
Crowbar {^imth one end in contact with the ground) \ An 
Oar {assuming the end of the oar in contact with the water 
to be at rest), 

A Pair of Nutcrackers is a double lever of this class. 

Class III. The Treadle of a Lathe; The Human 
Poreann (when the latter is used to support a weight placed 
on the palm of the hand. The Fulcrum is the elbow, and 
Hw tension exerted by the muscles is the effort), 

A Pair of Sugar-tongs is a double lever of this class 



MACHINES. TUB LEVER 


177 


143 . BenA Levers. 

Let AOB be a bent lever, of which O is the fulcrum, and let OL 
and OM be the perpendiculars from O upon the lines of action A G and 
BO of the effort P and resistance W. 

The condition of equilibrium of Art. 91 again applies, and we have, 
bj taking moments about O, 

B.OL=W.OM (1); 

P OiJ/ 

perpendicul ar from fulcrum on direc tion of resista nce 
perpendicular from fulcrum on direction of effort 

To obtain the reaction at O lot the directions of P and W meet in C. 
Since there are only three forces acting 
on the body, the direction of the reaction 
B at O must pass through C, and then, 
by Lami’s Theorem, we have 

P ^ P ^ W 

smACB sin BCO sin AGO * 

The reaction may also be obtained, 
as in Art. 46, by resolving the forces P, 

P, and }V in two directions at right 

It the effort and resistance be parallel forces, the reoctiem B is 
parallel to either of them and equal to (P+}y), and, as before, wo 
have B.OL=sW.Om, 

where OL and OM oi-e the perpendiculars from O upon the lines of 
action of the forces. 

If the weight W' of the lever be not neglected, we have an additional 
term to introduce into our equation of moments. 

144 . If two weights halance, ahout a fixed fulcrum^ at the 
extremities of a straight lever ^ in any position inclined to the vertical^ 
they will halance in any other position. 

Let AB be the lever, of weight W\ 
and let its centre of gravity be G. 

Let the lever balance about a ful- 
crum O m any position inclined at an 
angle 6 to the horizontal, the weights 
at A and B being P and W respectively. 

Through O draw a horizontal line 
LONM to meet the lines of action of 
P, W', and W in L, N, and M re- 
spectively. 

Since the forces balance about Ot 
we have 




P.OL»W. OM+ W\ ON. 
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P, OJ cos 0=:W. OB COBff+ W\ 00 cos 0, 

/. P,0A = W,0B-^W\00. 

This condition of equilibrium Is independent of the inclination S of 
the lever to the horizontal; hence in any other position of the lever 
the condition would be the same. 

Hence, if the lever be in equilibrium in one position, it will be in 
equilibrium in all positions. 


EXAMPLES. XXIL 

1. In a weightless lever, if one of the forces be equal to 10 lbs. wt. 
and the thrust on the fulcrum be equal to 16 lbs. wt., and the length 
of the shorter arm be 3 feet, hnd the length of the longer arm. 

2. Where must the fulcrum be so that a weight of 6 lbs. may 
balance a weight of 8 lbs. on a straight weightless lever, 7 feet long? 

If each weight be increased by 1 Ib., in what direction will the 
lever turn? 

3. If two forces, applied to a weightless lever, balance, and if the 
thrust on the fulcrum be ten times the difference of the forces, find 
the ratio of the arms. 

4. <A. lever, 1 yard long, has weights of 6 and 20 lbs. fastened to 
its ends, and balances about a point distant 9 inches from one end; 
find its weight. 

5. A straight lever, AB, 12 feet long, balances about a point, 

I foot from At when a weight of 18 lbs. is suspended from A. It will 
baliince about a point, which is i foot from B, when a weight of 

II lbs. is suspended from B, Shew that the centre of gravity of the 
lever is 5 inches from the middle point of the lever. 

6. A straight uniform lever is kept in equilibrium by weights of 
12 and S lbs. respectively attached to the ends of its arms, and the 
length of one arm is doable that of the other. What is the weight of 
the lever? 

7. A straight uniform lever, of length 5 feet and weight 10 lbs., 
has its fulcrum at one end and weights of 8 and 6 lbs. are fastened to 
it at distances of 1 and 8 feet respectively from the fulcrum; it is 
kept horizontal by a force at its other end; find the thrust on the 
foicrum. 

8. A uniform lever is 18 inches long and is of weight 18 ounces; 
find the position of the fulcrum when a weight of 27 ounces at one 
end of ^e lever balances one of 0 ounces at the other. 

If the lesser weight be doubled, by how much must the position of 
the fj^crum be shifted so as to preserve equilibrium? 
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9. Two weights, of 8 and 4 ounces, are in equilibrium when 
attached to the opposite ends of a rod of negligible weight; if 2 ounces 
be added to the greater, the fulcnim must be moved through ^ths of 
an inch to preserve equilibrium ; find the length of the lever. 

10. The short arm of one lever is hinged to the long arm of a 
second lever, and the short arm of the latter is attached to a press ; 
the long arms being each 3 feet in length, and the short arms 6 inches, 
find what thmst will be produced on the press by a force, equal to 
10 stone weight, applied to the long end of the first lever. 

11. A straight heavy uniform lever, 21 inches long, has a ful- 
crum at its end. A force, equal to the weight of 12 lbs., acting at a 
distance of 7 inches from the fulcrum, supports a weight of 3 lbs. 
hanging at the other end of the lever. If the weight be Increased by 
1 lb., what force at a distance of 5 inches from the fulcrum will 
support the lever? 

12. On a lever, forces of 13 and 14 lbs. weight balance, and Ihoir 

directions meet at an angle whose cosine is ‘-jVi thrust 

on the fulcrum. 

13. A straight lever is acted on, at its extremities, by forces in 
the ratio ^73 + 1 : ^8 - 1, and which are inclined at angles of 30° and 
60° to its lengfth. Find the magnitude of the thrust on the fulcrum, 
and the direction in which it acta. 

14. The arms of a bent lever are at right angles to one another, 
and the arms are in the ratio of 5 to 1. The longer arm is inclined 
to the horizon at an angle of 45°, and carries at its end a weight of 
10 lbs.; the end of the shorter arm presses against a horizontal pLuie; 
find the thrust on the plane. 

15. The arms of a uniform heavy bent rod are inclined to one 
another at an angle of 120°, and their lengths are in the ratio of 2 : 1 ; 
if the rod be sospended from its angular point, find the position in 
which it will rest. 

16. A uniform bar, of length 7^ feet and weight 17 lbs., rests on 
a horizontal table with one end projecting 2^ feet over the edge; find 
the greatest weight that can bo att^hed to its end, without making 
the bar topple over. 

17. A straight weightless lever has for its fulcrum a hinge at one 

end A, and from a point B is hung a body of weight W, If the strain 
at the hinge must not exceed in either direction, upwards or down- 

wards, shew that the effort must act somewhere within a apace equal 
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18, Show tliat tlio propolling forco on an eight-oared boat is 
224 lbs. weight, supposing each man to pull bis oar with a forco of 
56 lbs. weight, and that the length of the oar from the middle of the 
blade to the handle is three times that from the handle to the row- 
lock. 


19. In a pair of nutcrackers, 5 inches long, if the nut be placed 
at a distance of inch from the hinge, a force equal to sj lbs. wt. 
applied to the ends of the arms will crock the nut. What weight 
placed on the top of the nut will crack it? 

20. A man raises a 3-foot cube of stone, weighing 2 tons, by 
means of a crowbar, 4 feet long, after having thrust one end of the 
bar under the stone to a distance of 6 inches; what force must be 
applied at the other end of the bar to raise the stone? 

21. A cubical block, of edge a, is being turned over by a crowbar 
applied at the middle point of the edge in a plane through its centre 
of gravity; if the crowbar be held at rest when it is inclined at an 
angle of 60° to the horizon, the lower face of the block being then 
inclined at 80° to the horizon, and if the weight of the block be n 
times the force applied, find the length of the crowbar, the force 
being applied at right angles to the crowbar. 


II. Pulleys. 

145. A pulley is composed of a wheel of wood, or 
metal, grooved along its circumference to receive a string 
or rope j it can turn f about au axle passing through 
its centre perpendicular to its plane, the ends of this axle 
being supported by a frame of wood called the block. 

A jmlley is said to be movable or fixed according as its 
blcs^k is movable or fixed. 

Tho weight of the pulley is often so small, compared 
with the weights which it supports, that it may be neg- 
lected; Bueh a pulley is called a weightless pulley. 

We shall always neglect the weight of the string or 
rope which passes round the pulley. 

We shall also in this cliapter consider the pulley to be 
perfectly smooth, so that the tension of a string which 
passes round a pulley is constant throughout its length. 
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146 . Single Pulley. The use of a single pulley 
is to apply an effort in a different direction from tliat in 
which it is convenient to us to apply the effort. 

Thus, in the first figure, a man standing on the ground 
and pulling vertically at one end of the rope might support 
a weight W hanging at the other end ; in the second figure 
the same man pulling sideways might support the weight. 

In each case the tension of the string passing round 
the pulley is unaltered ; the effort P is therefore equal to 
the weight 

In the first figure the action on the fixed support to 
which the block is atbiched must balance the other forces 
on the puUey-block, and must therefore bo equal to 

jr + P + 

£.e., 2 ir + «?, where w is tho weight of the pulley-block. 



In the second figure, if the weight of the pulley bo 
neglected, the effort P, and the weight If, being equal, 
must bo equally inclined to the line OA, 

Hence, if P be the tension of the supporting string OB 
and the angle between the directions of P and IF, we 
have 

P=.Pcostf+ TFcostf = 2Frcostf. 
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If 147 be the weight of the poUeyi we should havei 
2S=r(Tr+«?)2+P®+2 (IT+wj) .P. 008 2^ 

ss2T^^ 2yFw + w^+2(W+w) . W (2 cos® 0 - 1), since P and TT are equal, 
=W7*+ 4ir (TT+ttf) cos® 

147 . We shall discuss three systems of pulleys and 
^all follow the usual order; there is no particular reason 
for this order, but it is convenient to retain it for purposes 
of reference. 

First [Sfystem of Pulle3^. Each string eatoched to 
the supporting bearn. To find the relation between the effort 
or ^ power ” cmd the weigJU* 

In this system of pulleys the weight is attached to the 
lowest pulley, and the string pass- 
ing round it has one end attached 
to the fixed beam, and the other 
end attached to the next highest 
pulley; the string passing round 
the latter pulley has one end 
attached to the fixed beam, and 
the other to the next pulley, and 
so on; the efibrt is applied to the 
free end of the last string. 

Often there is an additional 
fixed pulley over which the free 
end of the last string passes; the 
effort may then be applied as a 
downward force. 

Let Agy ... be the pulleys, beginning from the 
lowest, and let the tensioi^ of the strings passing round 
them be Ti, ^ 2 , ••• • Let TT be the weight and T tho 
power. 

The string ^sing round any pulley, soy, pulls ver- 
feiofUly upwards f and pmls daumwards.J 
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I. Let the weighta of the jmUet/a be neglected. 

From tlie equilibrium of the pulleys Ai, A ^, , taken 
in order, we haTO 

22\= W; .-. Fj = jr. 

2T,^T^i .*. = IT. 

22',= 5’,; 2’, = i2', = i r. 

22',= 2>,j .-. 2', = 12',=A IT. 

liut, with our figure, = P. 



Similarly, if there were n pulleys, wo should have 



Hence, in this system of pulleys, the mechanical 
advantage 



IL Let the weights of the pvlleys in succcasion^ he- 
ginning from the Urwest^ he «?i, m?2, ... . 

In this case we have an additional downward force 
on each pulley. 

Hesolving as before, we have 

2Pi = IF + Wj, 

2Pa=2; + W3, 

2P4=P*+«>4. 
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•• ■'i- 2'^ 2 ’ 

■‘*-s-‘i+ 2 “ 2*^ 2“^ 2 ’ 

_Tr M^ Wj W, 

■‘■a — S^3 + -a — •oS+os+oa'*'^ 


■* ~ ^ ~ ■*■ 2 ~ 2* 2^ 2® "*" 2® 2 * 
Similarly, if there were n pulleys, we should have 

IT wi . 5a . . «»» 

“ 2" '*' 2“ 2*'*' T ‘ 


/. 2"P= ]F + ?z?i + 2.M?2+2®t^?8 + ...+2"~^w^. 
If the pulleys be all equal, we have 


Wi = W 2 — 


• to. 


^ /. 2”P=Tr+M;(l + 2 + 2*+.,. + 2*“^) 

= r+M;(2«-i), 

by summiiig the geometrical progression* 

W 

It follows tliat the mechanical advantage, -p , depends 
on the weight of the pulleys. 


In this system of pulleys we observe that the greater 
the weight of the pulleys, the greater must P be to support 
a given weight W ; the weights of the pulleys oppose the 
effort^ and the pulleys should therefore be made as light as 
is consistent with the required strength. 


Stress on the heam from which the pvlleys are hung. 

Let B be the stress on the beam. Since 12, together with the 
force P, supports the systeui of pulleys, together with the weight IT, 
we have 
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Ji=.Tr+v,,+w,+ ... 

+W, (l - gl-a) + - +’'’»(!-§)• 


Bx. If there he 4 mmmhlc pulley %c}u)se weiyliU^ comvicnciny 
with the lowest, are 4, 5, 6, and 7 Ihs,, what effort will support a hody 
of weight 1 cwt. $ 

Using the notation of the previous article, we have 
22\=112 + 4; /. 1\=5S. 

2ra=ri+6=63; /. 3^2=31^. 

2Tj^=T^+e=B7li T2=18f. 

2P=!r3+7=25f; /. P=12|lbs.wt. 


148. Verification of the Principle of Work. 

Neglecting the weights of the pulleys wo have, if there 
bo four pulleys, 



If the weight W bo raised through a distance a?, the 
pulley would, if the distance AiA^ remained unchanged, 
rise a distance x ; but^ at the same time, the length of the 
string joining A^ to the beam is shortened by x, and a 
portion x of the string therefore slips round A^; hence, 
altogether, the pulley A^ rises through a distance 2 x. 

Similarly, the pulley Ag rises a distance 4ps, and the 
pulley A 4 a distance So;. 

Since A^ rises a distance 80 :^ the strings joining it to 
the beam and to the point at which P is applied both 
shorten by 8 x. 

Hence, since the slack string runs round the pulley A^^, 
the point of application of P rises through IGo:^ t.c., through 
sixteen times as far as the point of application of W» 

Hence the velocity-ratio (Arh 137) =16, so that it is 
equal to the mechanical advantage in this case. 
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Also 


work done by the effort __ P. 16a; 
work done against the weight }V . x 

i r . 16« 


JT.a? , 

TrT^"“ 


Hence the principle is verihed. 

Taking the weights of the pulleys into account, and 
taking the case of four puUeys, we have 


P - IT 4. ’ll 4.!^ a. 4.*^ 

2* 2* J 2 * 2 * 2 ’ 

As before, if ascend a distance x, the other pulleys ascend 
distances 4x, and 8x, respectively. Hence the work 
done on the weight and the weights of the pulleys 
= W, x + ufj , x + zVq. 2x+ tvg, 4x-htv^, 8x 


= 16x 


2 * 2 ^ 2 ^ 2 


= 16x X P= work done by the effort, 

A similar method of proof would apply, whatever be the 
number of pulleys. 


EXAMPLES. XXm. 

1, In the following cases, the movable pulleys are weightless, 
their number is n, the weight is TK, and the “ power ” or effort is P ; 

(1) If n=4 and P=201bs. wt., find W; 

(2) If »=4andir=lcwt., find P; 

(3) If Wsz56 lbs, wt. and P=7 lbs. wt., find n. 

2, In the following cases, the movable pulleys are of equal weight 
Wf and are n in number, P is the power’* or effort, and W is the 
weight; 

(1) If ns=4, w=llb. wt., and ir=97 lbs. wt., find P; 

(2) If nsaS, lbs. wt.,-and P® 7 lbs, wt., find TT ; 

(3) If ns5, 7^36 775 lbs. wt., and Pss 31 lbs. wt., find tn; 

(4) If W’'asl07 lbs. wt., Pa=2 lbs. wt., and lbs, wt., find n. 
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3. In the first system of pulleys, if there be 4 pulleys, each of 
weight 2 lbs., what weight can be raised by an efiort equal to the 
weight of 20 lbs.? 

4. M there be 8 movable pulleys, whose weights, commencing 
with the lowest, are 9, 2, and 1 lbs. respectively, what force will sup- 
port a weight of 69 lbs. ? 

5. there be 4 movable pulleys, whose weights commencing 
with the lowest, are 4, 3, 2, and 1 lbs. respectively, what force will 
support a weight of 54 lbs. ? 

0, If there be 4 movable pulleys, each of weight w, and the effort 
be P, shew that the stress on the b^m is 15P - llw, 

7, If there be 8 movable pulleys and their weights beginning from 
the lowest bo 4, 2, and 1 lbs. respectively, what force will be required 
to support a weight of 28 lbs. ? 

8, Shew that, on the supposition that the pulleys are weightless, 
the mechanical advantage is greater than it actually is. 

9, In the ^stem of pulleys in which each hangs by a separate 
string, if there be 3 pulleys, it is found that a certain weight can be 
supported by an effort equal to 7 lbs. weight ; but, if there bo 4 pulleys, 
the same weight con be supported by an effort equal to 4 lbs. weight ; 
find the weight supported and the weight of the pulleys, \fhiclx are 
equal, 

10, A system consists of 4 pulleys, arranged so that each 
hangs by a separate string, one end l^ing fastened to the upper block, 
and all the ends being vertictU. If the weights of the pulleys, 
beginning at the lowest, be U7, 2w, Sw, and 4w, find the power 
necessary to support a weight of ISw, and the magnitude of the single 
force necessary to support the beam to which the other ends of ^e 
string are attached. 

11, In the system of 4 heavy pulleys, if P be the effort and W 
the weight, shew that the stress on the beam is intermediate between 

JflTandlSP. 

12, A man, of 12 stone weight, is suspended from the lowest of a 
system of 4 weightless pulleys, in which each hangs by a separate 
string, and supports himself by pulling at the end of the string which 
passes over a fiz^ pulley. Pind the amount of his pull on this 
string. 


13, A man, whose weight is 166 lbs., is suspended from the 
lowest of a system of 4 pulleys, each being of weight 10 lbs., and 
supports hlmaftlf bv pulllng at the end of the string which passes over 
the fixed pulley. Fmd the force which he exerts on the string, sup- 
posing ali^he strings to be vertical. 
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149. Second system of pulleys. The same 
string passing round all the pulleys. To find the relation 
between the effort and the weight. 

In this system there are two blocks, each containing 
pulleys, the upper block being fixed and the lower block 
movable. The same string passes round all the pulleys 
as in the figures. 

If the number of pulleys in the upper block be the 
same as in the lower block (Fig. 1), one end of the string 




Pig. 1. Pig. 2. 

must be fastened to the upper block; if the number in 
the upper block be greater by one than the number in 
the lower block (Fig. 2), the end of the string must be 
attached to the lower block. 

In the first case, the number of portions of string con- 
necting the blocks is even ; in the second case, the number 
is odd. 
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In either case, let n be the number of portions of string 
at the lower block. Since we have only one string passing 
over smooth pulleys, the tension of each of these portions 
is P, so that the total upward force at the lower block 
is n . 1\ 

Let W be the weight supported, and w tlie weight of 
the lower block. 

Hence W w^nP, giving the relation required. 

In practice the pulleys of each block are often placed 
parallel to one another, so that the strings are not mathc< 
matically parallel \ they arc, however, very approximately 
parallel, so that the above relation is still very approxi- 
mately true. 


EXAMPLES. XXIV. 

1. If a Tveight of 5 lbs. support a weight of 24 lbs., find the 
weight of the lower block, when there are 3 pulleys in eack bloci:. 

2. If weights of 6 and 6 lbs. respectively at the free ends of the 
string support weights of 18 and 22 lbs. at the lower block, find the 
number of the strings and the weight of the lower block. 

3. If weiglits of 4 lbs. and 5 lbs. support weights of 5 lbs. and 
18 lbs. respectively, what is tlio weight of the lower block, and how 
many pulleys are there in it? 

4. A weight of 6 lbs. just supports a weight of 28 lbs., and 
a weight of 8 lbs. just supports a weight of 42 lbs. ; find the number 
of strings and the weight of the lower block. 

5. In the second system of pulleys, if a basket be suspended from 
the lower block and a man in the basket support himself and the 
basket, by pulling at the free end of the rope, find the tension he 
exerts, neglecting the inclination of the rope to the vertical, and 
assuming the weight of the man and basket to be IF, 

If the free end of the rope pass round a pulley attached to the 
ground and then be held by the man, find the force he exerts. 

6. A man, whose weight is 12 stone, raises 3 owt. by means of 
a system of pulleys in which the same rope passes round all the 
pulleys, there being 4 in each blcMsk, and the rope being attached to 
the upper block; neglecting the weights of tiie pulleys, find what 
will be nis thrust on the ground if he pull vertically downwards. 
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7. Wo are told tliat the cable by which ** Great Paul,** whose 
woight is 18 tons, was lifted into its place in the cathedral tower, 
passed four times through the two blocks of pulleys. From this 
statement give a description of the pulleys, and estimate the strength 
of the cable. 

8. Prove the Principle of Work in this system of pulleys, and find 
the Velocity Itatio. 

9. An ordinary block and tackle has two pulleys in the lower 
block and two in the upper. What force must be exerted to lift 
a load of 800 lbs. ? If on account of friction a given force will only 
lift *45 times as much as if the system wore frictionless, find the force 
required. 


10. In a block and tackle the velocity ratio is 8 : 1. The friction 
is such that only 55 of the force apphed can bo usefully employed. 
Find what force will raise 5 owt. by its use. 

150. Third system of pidleys. All Uie strings 
attached to the weight. To find the relation between the effort 
a7id the weighU 

In* this system the string passing round any pulley 
is attached at one end to a bar, from 
which the weight is suspended, and at 
the other end to the iiujlIIuwci pulley, 
the string round the lowest pulley is 
attached at one end to the bar, wliilst 
at the other end of tliis string the 
power is applied. In this system the 
upper pulley is fixed. 

Let Ai, A^, Ag, ... be the movable 
pulleys, beginning from the lowest, 
and let the tensions of the strings 
passing round these pulleys respeo* 
tiveiy be T-^^ T^^ T ^ .... 

If the power be we have clearly 
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L Let ilte tveighie oftlie puZleys he tiegleoted, 

For the equilibrium of the pulleys, taken in order and 
oommoncing from the lowest, we have 

2',= 22\ = 2F, 

T^ = 2T^=TP, 

and T^ = ^T^=TP. 

But, since the bar, from which W is suspended, is in 
equilibrium, we have 

ir= 5^1 + r, + = F + 2P+ 2=P+ 2»P 


(!)• 

If there were n pulleys, of which (ti.— 1) would ho 
movable, we should have, similarly, 

jr«^f\+r2+^P8+... + T’,i • 

= P + 2P + + . . . + 

by summing the geometrical progression, 

= P(2"-1) (2). 

Hence the mechanical advantage is 2*— 1. 


II. Let the tveights of the movable fmlleya^ taken in 
order and commencing with the lowest^ he w^^ .... 

Cbnsidcring the equilibrium of the pulleys in order, 
we have 

Pa= 2Pi + Wj = 2P+ Wi, 

2 Pa + «?a = 2*P + + lOa, 

P45=2Pa + Wa = 2*P+ 2^ + 2tOa + t<^. 
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But, from tho equilibrium of the bar, 

W = Tt+ T^+ Ti+ Ti 

= (2’ + 2’ + 2 + 1) P+(2’+ 2 + l)t«;i + (2 + l)«>a + M>3 

2*-l „ 2’-l 2*-l 

= P + -g— j- *oi + 

= (2^- 1) P + (2^ - 1) + (2» - 1) m,-3 + W3 (3). 

If there were n pulleys, of which (n— 1) would be 
movable, we should have, similarly, 

= (2«“^ + + . . . + 1 ) P + + . . . + 1 ) 

+ 2"*^+ ... + + ... + (2 + 1) w^«_2 + 

2«-l ^ 2»‘-i-l 2»-®-l 

= P + — + -j: r— 

2—1 2—1 

2®— 1 

+ + ««»-* + »"n-l 

=^(2“-l)/’ + (2’‘>- 1 )m^i + (2'*-»- 1)ws+ ... 

+ (2®- 1) + (2 - 1) m;„_, (4). 

If the pulleys he ;ill equal, so. that 

the relation (4) becomes 

TT = (2" - 1 ) P + «; [2" + 2’^“= + . . . + 2 - (?i - 1 ) J 

= (2»-l)7^+w?[2»-7t-l], 

by summing the geometrical progression. 

Stress on the supporting beam. This stress balances the effort, the , 
weight, and the weight of the pulleys, and therefore equals 

P+ fr+Wi + 7i;a+...+Tr„, 

and hence is easily found. 

WXm If there he 4 pullifyii, wftose weights^ commencing with the 
lowest, are 4, 5, 6, anti 7 Ihs., what effort will support a body of weight 
1 ewt.f 
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Using the notation of the previoui article, we hare 
ra=2P+4. 

2’3=2ra + 5=4P+13, 

!r4=2ra + 6 = 8P+32. 

Alao 112=r4+T3 + T2+P=15P*| 49. 

J>=~=4j Iba. wt. 

151. In this system we observe that, the greater the weight of 
each pulley, the less is P required to be in order that it may support 
a given weight IF. Hence the weights of the pulleys assist the effort. 
If the weights of the pulleys be properly chosen, the system will remain 
in equilibrium without the application of any effort whatever. 

For oxamiilc, suppose wo have 3 movable pulleys, each of weight 
w, the relation (3) of the last article will become 
7r=15P+llM?. 

Hence, if llw=JF, wo have P zero, so that no ^wer need bo 
applied at the free end of the string to preserve equilibrium. 

laa. In the third system of pulleys, the bar supporting the 
weight JF will not remain horizontal, unless the point at which the 
weight is attached be properly chosen. In any particular cose the 
proper point of attachment can be easily found. ^ 

Taking the figure of Art. IIG let tliere bo three movable pulleys, 
whose weights are negligible. Lot the distances between the points 
P, P, F, and G at which the strings are attached, be successively a, 
and let the point at which the weight is attached be X, 

The resultant of , Ty , , and must pass through X. 

Hence by Art. 109, 

^4 X 0+ Pa X g-f Tg X 2aH- 1 \ x 3a 
P4 + Pa+Pa + ^i 
4P,a + 2P.2a + P.3a_ llg 
~ 8P+4P+2P+P“ “ 15 • 

.*. VX^WdE, giving the position of X, 

153. This system of pulleys was not however designed 
in order to lift weights. If it be used for that purpose it 
is soon found to be unworkable. Its use is to give a short 
strong pull. For example it is used on board a yacht to 
set up the back stay. 

In the figure of Art. 160, DEFG is the deck of the 
yacht to which the strings are attached and there is no W. 
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The strings to tho pulleys Ax^ A^^ A4 are inclined to the 
vertical and the point 0 is at tho top of the mast 'which is 
to he kept erect. The resistance in this case is the force at 
0 necessary to keep the mast up, and the effort is applied 
as in the figure. 

154. Verification of the Principle of Work. 

Suppose the 'weight W to ascend through a space sc. 
The string joining S to the bar shortens by x, and hence 
the pulley Aj^ descends a distance x. Since the pulley A^ 
descends x and the bar rises x, the string joining A^ to tho 
bar shortens by 2x, and this portion slides over A^; hence 
the pulley A 2 descends a distance equal to 2x together with 
the distance through which A^ descends, i.e., A2 descends a 
distance 2x + Xf or 3x. Hence the string .4 shortens by 
4aj, which slips over the pulley A 29 so that the pulley A^ 
descends a distance 4x together with the distance through 
which A2 descends, i.e.^ 4aj+3sr, or 7 sc. Hence the string 
AxG shortens by 8a:, and A^ itself descends 7a;, so that the 
point of application of P descends 15a^ 

Neglecting the weight of the pulleys, the work done by 
P therefore 

= 16a;. P = a? (2^ — 1) = a; . W hy equation (1), Art. 160, 

= work done on the weight W, 

Taking the weights of the pulleys into account, the 
work done by the effort and the weights of the pulleys 
[which in this case assist the power] 

s= P . 16aj + . 7a9 + tCs . 3a; + tc, . a; 

= a; [P (2^ - 1 ) + (2» - 1 ) + Wa (2* 1 ) + u; J 

= as . IT by equation (3), Art. 160, 
work done on the weight Wl 
If there were n pulleys we should iu a simllKC mauner 
hud the pcnut cl ap^esktivm. oi P moved ^tou^ 
tmes the distance moved through hy IT, so that the 
vdoofty ratio is 2** — 1. 
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EXAMPLES. XXV. 

1. In the following oases, the pulleys are weightless and n in 
number, P is the ** power’* or effort and W the weight; 

(1) If n=4 and P= 2 lbs. wt., find W\ 

(2) If n=5 and Tr«124 lbs. wt., find P; 

(3) If Tr=106 lbs. and P=7 lbs. wt., find n. 

2. In the following cases, the pulleys are equal and each of weight 

P is the “power,” and W is the weight; 

(1) If n=4, w=l lb. wt., and P= 10 lbs. wt., find TT ; 

(2) If nsa3, ir = J lb. wt., and lF=rll4 lbs. wt., find P; 

(3) If n=5, P=r 3 lbs. wt., and IT = 106 lbs. wt., find w; 

(4) If Ps=4 lbs. wt., Tr=137 lbs. wt., and = i lb. wt., find n. 

3. If there be 6 pulleys, each of weight 1 lb., what effort is 
required to 8upiK)rt 3 cwt.? 

If the pulleys be of equal size, find to what point of the bar the 
weight must be attached, so that the beam may be always hori- 
zontal. 

4. If the strings posting round a system of 4 weightless pulleys 
]ye fastened to a rod without weight at distances successively on inch 
apart, find to what point of the rod the weight must be attached, so 
that the rod may lie horizontal. 

5. Find the mechanical advantage, when the pulleys are 4 in 

number, and each is of weight weight. 

6. In a system of 8 weightless pulleys, in which each string is 
attached to a bar which carries the weight, if the diameter of each 
pulley be 2 inohes, find to what TOint of the bar the weight should be 
attached so that the bar may be horizontal. 

7. If the pulleys be equal, and the effort be equal to the weight 
of one of them, and the number of pulleys be 5, shew that the weight 
is 67 times the power. 

8« In the third i^stem of 8 pulleys, if the weights of the pulleys 
be equal, find the relation of the effort to the weight when equi- 
librium is established. If each pulley weigh 2 ounces, what weight 
would be supported by the pulleys only ? 

If the weight supported be 26 lbs. wt., and the effort be 8 lbs. wt., 
find what must be the weight of each pulley. 


0. In the third system of weightless pullevs, the weight is sup- 
ported hj an effort of 70 lbs. The hook by which one of the strings is 
obtaohea to the we&^^t breaks, and the string la then attached to the 
ppiiiey which it pamd over, and an effort ol 150 lbs. Vs now required. 
Find the number of pulleys and the weight supported. 
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10. In tlie lliinl pystcm of weightless pulleys, if the string round 
the liifit pulley bo tictl to the weight, show that the tension of the 
string is diminished in a ratio dei^ending on the number of pulleys. 

If the tension bo decreased in the ratio 16 : 15, find the number of 
pulleys. 

11, In the system of pulleys in which each string is attached to 

the weight, if each pulley have a weight lo, and the sum of the weights 
of the pulleys be ir', and P and W bo the effort and weight in this 
case, show that the effort P + ?« would support the weight in 

the same system if the pulleys had no weight. 


12. If there be n weightless imllcys and if a string, whose ends 
are attached to the weights i* and TK, caiTy a pulley from which a 
weight IF' is snsijended, find the relation between P, TP, and TP'. 


13. If there be n pulleys, each of diameter 2a and of negligible 
weight, shew that the distance of the point of application of the 

2 » 

weight from the line of action of the effort should be ^ 


III. The Inclined Plane. 

155. The Inclined Plane, considered as a mechanical 
powey, is a rigid plane inclined at an angle to the horizon. 

It is used to facilitate the raising of lieavy bodies. 

In the present ch.apter we shall only consider tho case 
of a body resting on the plane, and acted upon by forces 
in a plane perpendicular to the intersection of the inclined 
plane and the horizontal, in a vertical plane through 
the line of greatest slope. 

The reader can picture to himself tho lino of greatest b1ox>c on an 
inclined plane in tho following manner : 
take a rectangular sheet of cardboard 
ABCDf and place it at an angle to the 
horizontal, bo that the line AB is in 
contact with a horizontal table: take 
any point P on the cardboard and draw 
JPM perpendicular to the line AB ; PM is 
the line of greatest slope passing through 
the point P. 

Prom C draw CB peipendioulax to the horizontal plane through 
ABf and Join BE. The lines PC, BE, and CE are called respec- 
.lively the length, base, and height of the inclined plane; also the 
angle CBE is the inclination of the plane to the horizon. 


zz 


M B 



MACHINES. THE INCLINED PLANE 197 


In this chapter the inclined plane is supposed to be 
smooth, so that the only reaction between it and any bo<ly 
resting on it is perpendicular to the inclined plane. 

Since the plane is rigid, it is capable of exerting any 
rciiclion, however great, that may be necessary to give 
equilibrium. 


156 * A hody^ of gvoen upeight, rests on an inclined 
2 '>lane ; to dcte.mi ine the relations between the ejfort, the 
weighty and the reaction of the plane. 

Let W be the weight of the body, P the efFort, and 
11 the reaction of the plane ; also let a be the inclination 
of the plane to the liorizon. 


Case 1 . Lei the effort act up the plf^ne along the line of 
greatest slope. 

Let AC the inclined plane, AB the horizontal^ line 
through Ay DE a vertical line, and 


let the perpendicular to the plane 
through D meet AB in F., 

Then clearly 
AFDE = dO^--/.ADE 

= A DAE 



By Lami’s Theorem (Art. 40), since only three forces 
act on the body, each is proportional to the sine of the 
angle between the other two. 

JT 

sin (liy W) ^ sin (]r, P) sin (Py B) ’ 

P E W 

sbi (ISO-- o) ~ Bin (90°+ a) ” sin 90° ’ 


P 

t.e.y — 

sma 



cos a 


( 1 ). 


.*• J?= W sin a, and Ji= TFcoso. 
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The relation (1) may be written in the form 

PiRiW 

;; Height of plane : Base of plane : Length of plane. 

Othorwiae thus: Besolve W aloDg and perpendicular to the 
plane; its oomponents are 

WoosADEf Wain a, along DA, 
and TT sin ADE, i.e,, W cos a, along DF, 

Hence P=Trsina, and PsTTcosa. 

The work done by the force P in dragging the body 
from A to G PxAG. 

But IT sin CL 

Therefore the work done is W sin a x AC, 
i.e., W X AC ein a, W x PC* 

Hence the work done is the same as that which would 
be done in lifting the weight of the body through the same 
height without the intervention of the inclined plane. 
Hence the Principle of Work is true in this case. 

Case II. Lei iJie ejfot i act hoHjiiontally. 

[In this case we must imagine a 
sm^ hole in the plane at D through 
which a strins is wsed and attached to 
the body, or dse that the body is pushed 
toward the plane by a horizontal iorco.] 

As in Case I., we have 

P E 

" Bin (»r, F) ~ It) ’ 

, P B W 

Bin (180°-.) “ iSW “ sin (90^^ ’ 

Bin « " 1 ~ cos a ^ ^ 

/. P^W tan a, and E'^Weooa* 
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The relation (1) may be written in the form 
PiRi W 

:: Height of Plane : Length of Plane : Base of Plane. 


OtherwiM tbns : The oomponents of W along and perpendicular 
to the plane are W sin a and Woosai the oomponents of P, similai-ly, 
are P oos a and P sin a. 

Poos a= IK sin a, and 

P=Psmo+TKoosa=lK| hoosa == W =Trseoo. 

Loos a J oos a 

P—W tan a, and Itz= )K sec a. 


Case 111. 

inclined plane* 


Let tha effort act at an angle 6 with the 



By Lami’s Theorem we have 

P E W 

W)~ Bin (W,F) ~ py 

P S W 

siu<i80*- a) “ «m(90' + “ sin (90* - (9) ’ 


W 


*■*"’ Bind coB(0 + a) eouO’ 

COB 6* COB 0 


OtherwlM tl&cui: Besolving along and perpendicular to the 
plane, we have 

PooB$3KWeinat and B+Pain tfaairoosa. 

* 

sinaein^ 


•ad BaBlTooBa-PBiadi 




cos 9 


f 


^ j^co e tt c os d- sing sin ^cos(a+d) 

oosd “ aoid ’ 
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If through E we draw EK parallel to P to meet DF in then 
J>EK is a triangle of forces, and 

P ; P : ir :: EK : KD : BE, 
and thus we have a graphic construction for P and It, 

It will be noted that Case III. includes both Cases I. 
and II. ; if wo make B zero, we obtain Case 1. ; if wo put 
B equal to (- a), we have Caao II. 

Verification of the Principle of Work. In 

Case III. let the body move a distance x along the plane ; 
the distance through which the point of application of P 
moves, measured along its direction of application, is clearly 
xcos B; also the vertical distance through which tho weight 
moves is xsina. 

Hence the work done by the power is F .x cos B, and 
that done against the weight is IF. aj sin a. Those are 
equal by the relation proved above. 

157. Bzperixnent. To find experimentally the relaiioa hctv)een 
the effort and the weight in the case of an inclined plane. 

Take a wooden board AB, hinged at to a second board, which 
can be clamped to a tablf* \ tn the board dB let a sheet of glass bb fixed 
in order to minimise the friction. At B is fixed a vertical graduated 
scale, so that the height of B above A can be easily read oil. 
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Tho weight consists of a heavy brass roller to which is attached a 
string which after pEissing over a pulley supports a scale-pan in which 
weights can be placed. These weights, together with the weight of 
the scale-pan, form the “effort*’ or “power** P. 

The pulley is so arranged that the string between it and W is 
parallel to the plane. 

Set the arm AB at any convenient angle; load the scale-pan so 
that If is just supi)orted. [In actual practice it is better to take for P 
the mean of the v^ues of the weights which will let ir just run down 
and just drag it up respectively.] 

Observe h the height of B above and Z the length AB. 

Then it will be found that ^=7* 

rr ft 

Now set the board at a different angle and determine P, h, I for 
this second experiment. The same relation will be found to be true. 

If there be a slit along the length of the board through which the 
string can pass, then a pulley can be arranged in such a position that 
the string can be horizontal. In this case the effort, as in Case II. of 
Art. 156, will be horizontal and we shall find that 

P _ Heig ht of the p lane 

ir*** Base of the plane * • 

158 . If the power does not act in a vertical plane 
through the line of greatest slope there could nob be 
equilibrium on a smooth inclined plane; in this case wo 
could, however, have equilibrium if the inclined piano were 
rough. We shall return to this case in the next chapter. 


EXAMPLES. XXVL 

1. What force, acting horizontally, could keep a mass of 16 lbs. 
at rest on a smooth inclined plane, whose height is 8 feet and length 
of base 4 feet, and what is the reaction of tho plane ? 

2. A body rests on an inclined plane, being supported by a force 
acting up the plane equal to hall its weight. Bind the inclination of 
the plane to the horizon and the reaction of the plane. 

3. A rope, whose inclination to the vertical is SO’’, is just strong 
enough to support a weight of ISO lbs. on a smooth plane, whose 
inclination to the horizon is 80°. Find approximately the greatest 
tension that the rope oould exert. 
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4. A body rests on a plane, inclined at an angle of 60° to the 
horizon, and is supported by a force inclined at an angle of 80° to the 
horizon; shew that the force and the reaction of the plane are each 
equal to the weight of the body. 

5. A body, of weight 2P, is kept in equilibrium on an inclined 
plane by a horizontal force P, together with a force P acting parallel 
to the plane ; find the ratio of the base of the plane to the height and 
also the 1 ‘eacfion of the plane. 

6. A body rests on a plane, inclined to the horizon at an angle 
of 30°, being supported by a force inclined at 80° to the plane ; find 
the ratio of the weight of the body to the force. 

7. A weight is supported on an inclined plane by a force inclined 
to the plane; if the weight, the force, and the reaction be as the 
numbers 4, 8, and 2, find the inclination of the plane and the direction 
of the force. 

8. A body, of 6 lbs. wt., is placed on a smooth plane inclined at 
80° to the horizon, and is acted on by two forces, one equal to the 
weight of 2 lbs. and acting parallel to the plane and upwards, and the 
other equal to P and acting at an angle of 80° with the plane. Find 
P and the reaction of the plane. 

9. Find the force which acting up an inclined plane will keep a 
body, of 10 lbs. weight, in equilibrium, it being given that the force, 
the reaction of the plane, and the weight of the body are In 
arithmetical progression. 

10. If a force P, acting parallel to an inclined plane and sup- 
porting a mass of weight IT, produces on the plane a thrust P, shew 
that the same power, acting horizontally and supporting a mass of 
weight P, will produce on the plane a thrust IT. 

11. Two boards, of len^hs 11 and 8 feet, are fixed with their 
lower ends on a horizontal plane and their npper ends in contact; on 
these planes rest bodies of weights W and 12 lbs. respectively, which 
are connected by a string poking over the common vertex of the 
boards; find the volne of W. 

12. A number of loaded trucks, each eontalnlng 1 ton, on one 
part of a tramway Inclined at an angle a to the horizon supports 
an equal number of empty tracks on another part whose inclination is 

Find the weight of a truck. 

13. Abody rests on a plane inclined to the horizon at on anglea; 
if the reaction of the plane be equal to the effort applied, shew that 
the inclination of the cmort to the InoUned plana is 90°- 2a. 

14. A heavy string is placed with a portion of It resting on a 
given inclined plane, tiie remaining banging vertically over a 
smalt pulley at the top of the plane. Tind what point of the strizig 
itbovXi be placed over the puUqy for eqtdlibriam. 
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15. On two Inclined planes, of equal height, two weights ore 
respectively supported, by means of a strins passing over the common 
vertex and^r^el to the planes; the length of one plane is doable its 
height, and the length of the other plane is double its base; shew 
that the reaction of one plane is three times the reaction of the 
other. 


16. A body, of weight 50 lbs., is in equilibrium on a smooth 
plane inclined at an angle of 20^ 20' to the horizon, being supported by 
a force acting up the plane; find, graphically or by use of trigono- 
metrical tables, the force and the reaction of the plane. 

17. A body, of weight 20 lbs., rests on a smooth plane inclined at 
an angle of 25° to the horizon, being supported by a force P acting at 
an angle of 85° with the plane; find, graphically or by use of trigono- 
metric tables, P and the reaction of the plane. 

18. A body, of weight 30 lbs., rests on a smooth plane inclined 
at an angle of 28° 15' to the horizon, being supported by a horizontal 
force P; find, graphically or by use of trigonometrical tables, P and 
the reaction of the plane. 

IV. The Wheel and Axle. 

159. This machine consists of a strong circular 
cylinder, or axle, terminating in two pivots, A and P, 


O 



which can turn freely on fixed supports. To the cylinder 
is rigidly attached a wheel, CD^ the plane of the wheel 
being perpendicular to the axle. 

Bound the axle is coiled a rope, one end of which is 
firmly attached to the axle, and the other end of which is 
attached to the weight. 
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Round the circumference of the wheel, in a direction 
opposite to that of the first rope, is coiled a second rope, 
having one end firmly attached to the wheel, and having 
the “ power,” or effort, applied at its other end. Tlie cir- 
ouinfcrence of tlie wheel is grooved to prevent the ropo 
from slipping olf. 

160 . To find the relation between the effort and the 
weight. 

In Art. 93, we have shewn that a body, which can turn 
freely about a fixed axis, is in equilibrium if the algebraic 
suni of the moments of the forces about the axis vanishes. 
In this case, the only forces acting on the machine are the 
effort V and the weight IF, which tend to turn the machine 
in opposite directions. Hence, if a be the radius of the axle, 
and h bo the radius of the wheel, the condition of equili- 
librium is 

^ W,a (1). 

IF 

Hence the mechanical advantage = 


h 

a 


radius of the wheel 


radius of the axle 


Verification of the Principle of Work. Let the 

machine turn through four right angles. A portion of 
string whose length is becomes unwound from the 
wheel, and hence P descends through this distance. At 
the same tiuio a portion equal to 27ra becomes wound upon 
the axle, so that IF rises through this distance. The work 
done by P is therefore P x 2ir6 and that done against IF 
is IF X 2?ra. These are equal by the relation (1), 

Also the vdocity-ratio (Art. 137) 


27r6 


- the mechanical advantage. 
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161 . Thoorctically, by making tlio qusuitil.y — voiy 

{it 

large, we can make the mechanical advantage as great as 
we please ; practically however there are limits. Since the 
pressure of the fixed supports on the axle must balance P 
and IV, it follows that the thickness of the axle, i.e., 2a, 
must not be reduced unduly, for then the axle would break. 
Neither can the radius of the wheel in practice become very 
large, for then the machine would bo unwieldy. Hence the 
possible values of tlie mechanical advantage are bounded, 
in one direction by the strength of our materials, and in 
the other direction by the necessity of keeping the size of 
the machine within reasonable limits. 

162 . In Art. 160 we have ncgleciod the thicknesses of the 
ropes. If, however, they ore too great to bo neglected, ooinparod with 
the radii of the wheel and axle, we may take them into consideration 
by supposing tlio tensions of the roi)es to act along tiieir» middle 
threads. 

Suppose the radii of the ropes which pass round the axle and 
wheel to be x and y respectively; the distances from the line joining 
the pivots at which the tensions now act are (a + x) and (6 + ?/) rosj:)ec- 
tively. llonce the condition of equilibrium is 

P{b + y)=zW{a-\-x), 

so thiit ^ m dii of the axle and its rope 

iV “ siun of the radii of the wheel and its rope * 

163 . Other forms of the Wheel and Axle are the 
Windlass, used for drawing water from a well, and Capstan, 
used on board ship. In these machines the effort instead 
of being applied, as in Art. 159, by means of a rope passing 
round a cylinder, is applied at the ends of a spoke, or 
spokes, which are inserted in a plane perpendicular to the 
axle. 

In the Windlass the axle is horizontal, and in the 
Capstan it is verticaL 
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In tho latter case the resistance consists of tlie tension 


T of tbe rope round the axle, 
and the effort consists of the 
forces applied at the ends of 
bars inserted into sockets at 
the point A of the axle. The 
advantage of pairs of arms is 
that the strain on the bearings 
of the capstan is thereby much 
diminished or destroyed. The 
condition of equilibrium may 
be obtained as in Art. 160. 



164 . Dlffemntlal Wlieal and Asia. A slightly modiflod form 
of the ordinary wheel and axle is the differential wheel and axle. In 
this machine the axle consists of two cylinders, having a common axis, 
joined at their ends, the mdii of the two cylinders Wng different. 
One end of the rope is wound round one of these cylinders, and its 
other erd is wound in a contrary direction round the other cylinder. 
Upon the ^laok portion of the rope is slung a pulley to which the 
weight is attached. The part of the rope which passes round the 
sm^er cylinder tends to turn the machine in the same direction as 
the effort. 

As before, let h be the radius of the wheel and let a and c be the 
radii of the portion AC and CB of the axle, a being the smaller. 

Since the pulley is smooth, the tension T of the string round it is 
the same throughout its length, and hence, for the equilibrium of the 
weight, we have 



W 



MACHINES, THE WHEEL AND AXLE 207 


Taking moments about tbe line AB for the equilibrium of the 
machine, we have 

P.6+r.a=r.c. 

d 2 b ‘ 


w 

Hence the mechanical advantage =- 2 ^ = 


2b 

e-a* 


By making the radii e and a of the two portions of the axle very 
nearly equ^, we can make the mechanical advantage very great, with- 
out undiriy weakening the machine. 


165. Weston's differential Pulley. 

In this machine there are two blocks; the upper contains two 
pulleys of nearly the same size which turn together 

as one pulley; the lower consists of one pulley to , 1 

which ^6 weight W is attached. 

The figure represents a section of the machine. 

An endless chain passes round the larger of the 
upper pulleys, then round the lower pulley and tbe 
smaller of the upper pulleys; the remainder of the 
chain han^ slack and is joined on to the first portion 
of the chain. The effort P is applied as in the figure. 

The chain is prevented from slipping by small pro- 
jections on the surfaces of the upper pulleys, or by 
depressions in the pulleys into wliich the links of 
the chain fit. 


If 7 be the tension of the portions of the chain 
which support the weight IT, we have, since these 
portions are approximately nearly vertical, on neg- 
lecting the weight of the chain and the lower pulley, 

27= IT (1). 

If B and r be the radii of the larger and smaller 
pulleys of the upper block we have, by taking 
moments about the centra A of the upper block, 

P.J5+7.r=7.B. 



Hence 


P=7 


JR-r WB-^r 


B 


2 B 


The mechanical advantage of this system therefore 
W 2B 

Since B and r axe nearly equal this mechanical advantage Is there- 
lore very great. 
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The di ffcrenlial pullcy-block avoids one groat disadvantage of the 
differential wheel and axle. In the latter machine a very great 
amount of rope is required in order to raise the weight through an 
appreciable distance. 


EXAMPLES. XXVII. 

1. If the radii of the wheel and axle be respectively 2 feet and 
3 inches, find what power must be applied to raise a weight of 
56 lbs. 


2. If the radii of the wheel and axle be respectively 30 inches 
and 6 inches, find what weight would be supported by a force equal 
to the weight of 20 lbs. , and find also the pressures on the supports on 
which the axle rests. 

If the thickness of the ropes bo each 1 inch, find what weight would 
now be supported. 

3. If by means of a wheel and axle a ^wer equal to 3 lbs. weight 
balance a weight of 30 lbs., and if the radius of the axle be 2 inches, 
what is the radius of the wheel? 

4. The axle of a capstan is 16 inches in diameter and there are 
8 bars. At what distance from the axis must 8 men push, 1 at each 
bar oni’ each exerting a force equal to the weight of 26| lbs., in order 
that they may just produce a strain sufficient to raise the weight of 
1 ton? 


5. Pour sailors raise an anchor by means of a capstan, the radius 
of wMch is 4 ins. and the length of the spokes 0 feet from the capstan; 
if each man exert a force equal to the weight of 112 lbs., find the 
weight of the anchor, 

6. Pour wheels and axles, in each of which the radii are in the 
ratio of 6 : 1, are arranged so that the circumference of each axle is 
applied to the circumference of the next wheel ; what effort is required 
to support a weight of 1875 lbs. ? 

7. The radii of a wheel and axle are 2 feet and 2 ins. respectively, 
and the strings which hang from them are tied to the two ends of a 
uniform rod, 2 feet 2 ins. in length and 10 lbs. in weight; what weight 
must be also hung from one of the strings that the rod may hang 
in a horizontal position? 

8. A pulley is suspended by a vertical loop of string from a wheel- 
and-oxle and supports a weight of 1 cwt., one end of the string being 
wound round the axle and the oHier in a oontraiy direction round the 
wheel. Find the power which acting at one end of an arm, 2 feet in 
len^h, so as to turn the axle, will support the weight, assuming the 
xadu of the wheel and axle to be 1 foot and 2 ins. 
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9. In the Differential Wheel and Axle, if the radius of the wheel 
be 1 foot and the radii of the two portions of the axle be 5 and 4 ins. 
respectively, what power will support a weight of 66 lbs. ? 

10. In the Differential Wheel and Axle, if the radius of the wheel 
bo 18 ins. and the radii of the two portions of the axle be 6 and 4 ins. 
respectively, what weight will be supported by an effort equal to 20 lbs. 
weight? 

11. In a wheel and axle the radius of the wheel is 1 foot and that 
of the axle is 1 inch ; if 2 weights, each 10 lbs., be fastened to 2 points 
on the rim of the wheel, so that the line joining them subtends an 
angle of 120® at the centre of the wheel, find the greatest weight 
which can be supported by a string hanging from the a^e in the usual 
way, 

12. In a wheel and axle, if the radius of the wheel be six times 
that of the axle, and if by means of an effort equal to 5 lbs. wt. a 
body be lilted through 60 feet, ffnd the amount of work expended. 

13. A capstan, of diameter 20 inches, is worked by means of a 
lever, which measures 5 feet from the axis of the capstan. Find the 
work done in drawing up by a rope a body, of weight one ton, over 
66 feet of the surface of a smooth plane inclined to the horizon at an 
angle cos~^ ^ . Find also the force applied to the end of the lever, and 
the distance through which the point of application moves. • 

14. Verify the Principle of Work in the cases of the Differential 
Wheel-aiid-Asde and Weston’s Differential Pulley, finding the Velocity- 
Batio in each case. 


V. The Common Balance. 

166 . The Common Balance consists oi a rigid beam 
AB (Art. 167), carrying a scalo-pan suspended from each 
end, which can turn freely about a fulcrum 0 outside the 
beam. The fulcrum and the beam are rigidly connected 
and, if the balance be well constructed, at the point O 
is a hard steel wedge, whose edge is turned downward, 
and which rests on a small plate of agate. 

The body to be weighed is placed in one scale-pan and 
in the other are placed weights, whose magnitudes are 
known ; these weights are adjusted until the beam of the 
balance rests in a horizontal position. If OIL be perpen- 
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dicular to the beam, and the arms HA and IIB be of equal 
length, and if the centre of gravity of the beam lie in 
the line Oily and the scale-pans be of equal weight, then 
the weight of the body is the same as the sum of the 
weights placed in the other scale-pan. 

If the weight of the body be not equal to the sum of 
the weights placed in the other scale-pan, the balance 
will not rest with its beam horizontal, but will rest with 
the beam inclined to the horizon. 

In the best balances the beam is usually provided with 
a long pointer attached to the beam at H The end of 
this pointer travels along a graduated scale and, when 
the beam is horizontal, the pointer is vertical and points 
to the zero graduation on the scale. 

167< To jmd tlue position of equilibrium of a balance 
when the iveights placed in the scale-pans are not equal. 

Let the weights placed in the scale-pans be F and Wy 
the former being the greater ; let ^ be the weight of each 
scale-pan, and let the weight of the beam (and the parts 
rigidly connected with it) be IT', acting at a point K 
on OH. 

\The figure is dravm out of proportion so that the points 
Truly be distinctly marhed ; K is actually very near the beam.'\ 

When in equilibrium let the beam be inclined at an 
angle 6 to the horizontal, so that OH is inclined at the 
same angle 0 to the vertical. 

Let OH and OK be h and k respectively, and let the 
length of AH or HB be a. 

Let horizontal lines through 0 and H meet the vertical 
lines through the ends A and B of the beam in the points 
Ly My H and M* respectively. 
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Also let the Tei*tical lines through H and K meet LM 
in F and G respectively. 



When the system is in equilibrium, the moments of 
the forces about 0 must balance. * 

/. {P-¥S).0L^{W^S)0M^W\0G, 
le., (F + S) (JPL - FO) = ( Tr4- /S) {FM + OF) + W* . OG, 
{P+S) {a cos 0^7t sin ^) = ( IF + /S) (a cos 0 + h sin 0) 

+ jr.&aine. 

[For 0F:= OH cos FOU = A sin |9 ; 0G=^ OK sin B ; 

and FL = HH = a cos 0,] 

/. acoB0(P^W):=sme[W'k + {P-hW+2S)7il 
X (P-W)a 

W'k + (P+W+2S)/r 

168. Eequisites of a good hcdance. 

(1) The balance must be true. 

This will be the case if the arms of the balance be 
equal, if the weights of the scale-pans be equal, and if 
the centre of gravity of the beam be on the line through 
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the fulcrum perpendicular to the beam ; for the beam will now 
be horizontal wlien equal weights are placed in the scale-pans. 

To test whether the balance is true, first see if the beam 
is horizontiil when the scale-pans are empty; then make 
the beam horizontal by putting sufficient weights in one 
scale-pan to balance the weight of a body placed in the 
other ; now interchange the body and the weights ; if they 
still balance one another, the balance must bo true ; if in 
the second case the beam assumes any position inclined to 
the vertical, the balance is not true. 

(2) The balance must be sensitive^ t.e., the beam must, 
for any difference, however small, between the weights 
in the scale-pans, be inclined at an appreciable angle to 
the horizon. 

For a given difference between P and TT, the greater 
the inclination of the beam to the horizon the more sensitive 
is the balance; also the less the difference between the 
weights required to produce a given inclination the 
greater is the sensitiveness of the balance. 

Hence, when jp — IT is given, the sensitiveness increases 
as $ increases, and therefore as tan 6 increases ; also, when 
6 is given, it varies as 

1 

P-W* 

The sensitiveness is therefore appropriately measured by 
tand 

'P~W^ 

by ir&+(P+ iF+2s)A' 

Hence, the sensitiveness of a balance will be groat if 
the arm a be fairly long in comparison with the distances 
h and A and the weight IF' of tho beam be as small 
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as is consistent with the length and rigidity of the 
machine. 

If h is not zero, it follows that the sensitivonoss depends 
on the values of F and IF, i.e. depends on the loads in the 
scale-pans. In a balance for use in a chemical laboratory 
this is undesirable. Such balances are therefore made witli 
h zero, i.e. with the point 0 in the figure coinciding with 
//. The sensibility then varies inversely with the 
distance of tlie centre of gravity of the beam below 
0 or H. 

But we must not make both h and h zero ; for then the 
points 0 and K would both coincide with H. In this case 
the balance would either when the weights in the scale-pans 
were equal, be, as in Art. 144, in equilibrium in any 
position or else, if the weights in the scale-pans were not 
equal, it would take up a position as nearly vertical as 
the mechanism of the machine would allow. 

(3) The balance must be stable and must quickly take 
up its position of equilibrium. 

The determination of the time taken by the machine to 
take up its position of equilibrium is essentially a dynamical 
question. We may however assume that this condition 
is best satisfied when the moment of the forces about the 
fulcrum 0 is greatest. When the weights in the scale-pans 
are each P, the moment of the forces tending to restore 
equilibrium 

= (P + /S') (a cos sin — (P + S) (a cos 0 — k sin 6) 

•h W' .k sin d 

= [2 (P-i-/S)A+ IF'. A;]sin A 

This expression is greatest when h and k are greatest. 

Since the balance is most sensitive when h and k are 
small, and most stable when these quantities are large, we 
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see tliat in any balance great sensitiveness and qiiic^ weigh- 
ing are to a certain extent incompatible. In practice this 
is not very important ; for in balances where great sensi- 
tiveness is required (such as balances used in a laboratory) 
we can afford to sacrifice quickness of weighing; the 
opposite is the case wlicn the balance is used for ordinary 
commercial purposes. 

To insure as much as possible both the qualities o£ 
sensitiveness and quick weighing, the balance should be 
made with fairly light long arms, and at the same time 
the distance of the fulcrum from the beam should be 
considerable. 

169. Double weig:hine^. By this method the 
weight of a body may be accurately determined even 
if the balance be not accurate. 

Place the body to be weighed in one scale-pan and in 
the other pan put sand, or other suitable material, suiEcient 
to balance the body. Kext remove the body, and in its 
place put known weights sufficient to again balance the 
sand. The weight of the body is now clearly equal to the 
sum of the weights. 

This method is used even in the case of extremely good 
machines when very great accuracy is desired. It is known 
as Borda’s Method. 

170. fix. 1. Tlie arms of a balance are equal in length but the 
beam is U7i justly loaded; if a body be placed in each scale-pan in suc- 
cession and weighed, shew that its true weight is the arithmetic mean 
between its apparent weights. 

For let the length of the arms be a, and let the horizontal distance 
of the centre of gravity of the beam from the fulcrum be x. 

Let a body, whose true weight is IT, appear to weigh AAd 
successively. 

If be the weight of the beam, we have 
W.a^W\x-^W^.a, 

and 
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Hence, by Bubtraotion, 

Tr=j{Tri+Hy 
sarithmetio mean between the 
apparent weights. 

Ex. a. The arms of a balance are of unequal lengthy hut the beam 
remains in a horizontal position when the scale-pans are not loaded; 
shew thatf if a body be placed successively in each scale-pan, its true 
weight is the geometrical mean between its apparent weights, 

[Method of Gauss.] 

Shew also thal if a tradesman appear to weigh out equal quantities 
of the same substance, using alternately eetch of the scale-pans, he will 
defraud himself, 

Since the beam remains horizontal when there are no weights in 
the scale-pans, it follows that the centre of gravity of the beam and 
Bcale-pana must be vertically under the fulcrum. 

Let a and b be the lengths of the arms of the beam and let a body, 
whose true weight is W, appear to weigh Wi and IF, successively. 

Hence W,a^Wi,h (1), 

and W^,a-^W,h (2). 

Hence, by multiplication, we have 

IF».ai=jr,ir,.o6. * 

/. w=s/wi.w,, 

i,e,, the true weight is the geometrical mean between the apparent 
weights. 

Again, if the tradesman appear to weigh out in succession quan- 
tities equal to IT, ho really gives his customers 

How W. + W,-2W,:Wt+W--SW 

* o a 




ag+b«-2a6 
db 


ab 


How, whatever be the values of a and b, the right-hand member of 
this equation is always positive, so that W 1 +W 2 always >211^. 
Hence Ihe tradesman defrauds himself. 

Numerical example. It the lengths of the arms be 11 and 12 ins. 
respectively, and if the nominal quantity weighed be 66 lbs. in each 
case, the quantities ore 66 and 
i,e., 182^ lbs., so that the tradesman loses ^ lb. 

Ex. a. If a balance he unjustly weighted, and have unequal arms, 
and if a tradesman weigh out to a customer a. quantity 2W of some sub- 
stance by weighing equal portions in the two scale-pans, shew that he 
will dqfraud hitnsilfV centre of gravity of the beam he in the longer 
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Let a and b be tbe lengths of the Anns ; and let the weight W' of 
the machine act at a point in the arm Z> at a distance x from the 
fulcrum. Let a b<Kly of weight ir, placed in the two pans in suc- 
cession, be balanced by IVj and IFg respectively. Then wo have 
lV,a=W‘2.b+W\x, 
and W^.a = W.b+W\x. 


7ri+ira-2jr= 


jr.a-Tr\x . TKb+W'.x 


-2ir 


ab ab 


X. 


If & be>a, the right-hand member of this equation is positive, and 
then W 1 + IV 2 is >2ir. 

Hence, if the centre of gravity of the beam bo in the longer arm, 
the tradesman will defraud himself. 


EXAMPLES. XXVHL 

1. The only fault in a balance being the unequalnesa in weight 
of tne scale-pans, what is the real weight of a body which balances 
10 lbs. when placed in one scale-pan, and 12 lbs. when placed in the 
other? 

2. cThe arms of a balance are sf and 9 ins. respectively, the goods 
to be weighed being suspended from the longer arm; find the real 
weight of goods whose apparent weight is 27 lbs. 

3. One scale of a common balance is loaded so that the apparent 
weight of a body, whose true weight is 18 ounces, is 20 ounces ; find 
the weight with which the scale is loaded. 

4. A substance, weighed from the two arms successively of a 
balance, has apparent weights 9 and 4 lbs. Find the ratio of the 
lengths of the arms and the true weight of the body. 

5. A body, when placed in one scale-pan, appears to weigh 24 lbs. 
and, when placed in the other, 25 lbs. Pind its true weight to three 
places of decimals, assuming the arms of the scale-pans to be of 
unequal length. 

6. A piece of lead in one pan A of a balance is counterpoised by 
100 grains in the pan B ; when the same piece of lead is put into the 
pan B it requires 104 grains in A to balance it ; what is the ratio of 
the length of the arms of the balanoe ? 

7. A body, placed in a scale-pan, is balanced by 10 lbs. placed in 
the other pan ; when the position of the body and the weights are 
IntevohangM, 11 lbs. are required to balanoe the body. If the length 
of the i^orter arm be 12 ins., find the length of the longer arm and 
the weight of the body. 
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8, The arms of a false balance, whose weight Is neglected, are in 
the ratio of 10 : 9. If goods be alternately weighed from each arm, 
shew that the seller loses ^ ihs per cent. 

9, If the arms of a false balance be 8 and 9 ins. long respectively, 
find the prices really paid by a person for tea at two shillings per lb., 
if the tea be weighed out from the end of (1) the longer, (2) the shorter 
arm. 

10, A dealer has correct weights, but one arm of his balance is 
T^lj-th part shorter than the other. If he sell two quantities of a 
certain drug, each apimrently weighing 9^ lbs., at 40/». per lb., weigh- 
ing one in one scale and the other in the other, what will ho gain or 
lose? 

11- When a given balance is loaded with equal weights, it is 
found that the beam is not horizontal, but it is not known whether 
the arms are of unequal length, or the scale-pans of unequal weight; 
51 ‘075 grains in one scale balance 51*362 in the other, and 25*592 
grains balance 25*879 grains ; shew that the amis are equal, but that 
the scale- pans differ in weight by -287 grains. 

12. P and Q balance on a common balance ; on interchanging 
them it is found that we must add to Q one-hundredth part of 
itself; what is the ratio of the arms and the ratio of P to Q? 

13. A true balance has one scale unjustly loaded ; if a body be 
Buccossively weighed in the two scales and appear to weigh *P and 
Q pounds respectively, find the amount of the unjust load and also 
the true weight of the body. 

14. The arms of a false balance are unequal and the scale 
loaded; a body, whose true weight is P lbs., appears to weigh w lbs. 
when placed in one scale and w' lbs. when placed in the other ; find 
the ratio of the arms and the vmight with which the scale is loaded. 

15. In a loaded balance with unequal arms, P appears to weigh 
Q, and Q appears t6 weigh li ; find what 22 appears to weigh. 

16. A piece of wood in the form of a long wedge, of uniform 
width, one end being -^-inch and the other -J-3nch thick, is suspended 
by its centre of gravity and used as the beam of a balance, the goods 
to be weighed being suspended from the longer arm ; find the true 
weight of goods whose apparent weight is 20 lbs. 

17. The arms of a false balance are a and b, and a weight W 
balances P at the end of the shorter arm b, and Q at the end of the 
arm a ; shew tiiat 

a_P-7r 

18. If a man, sitting in one scale of a weighing-machine, press 
with a stick against any point of the beam between the point from 
which the scale is suspended and the fulcrum, shew that he will 
appear to weigh more than before. 
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Min The Steelyards. 

171. The Commoni or Roman, Steelyard is a 
machine for weighing bodies and consists of a rod, AB^ 
movable about a fixed fulcrum at a point <7. 



A GCp y, Xg X8 ^4 X 

i 1 2 o 4 ^ 


4 


At the point d is aittiched a hook or scale-pan to carry 
the body to be weighed, and on the arm (/glides a movable 
weight P. The point at which F must be placed, in order 
that the beam may rest in a horizontal position, determines 
the weight of the body in the scale-pan. The arm CB has 
numbers engraved on it at different points of its length, so 
that the graduation at which the weight F rests gives the 
weight of the body. 

172. To gradiMte the Stedyard. Let W* be the 
weight of the steelyard and the scale-pan, and let G be the 
point of the beam through i^hich acts. The beam is 
usually constructed so tliat G lies in the shorter arm ACn 
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When there is no weight in the scale-pan, let 0 be the 
point in CB at which the movable weight P must be placed 
to balance W\ 

Taking moments about we have 

W\OG^F.CO (i). 

This condition determines the position of the point 0 

which is the zero of graduation. 

When the weight in the scale-pan is IF, let X be the 
point at which P must be placed. Taking moments, we 
have 

W.CA+jr'.CO = P.CX (ii). 

By subtracting equation (i) from equation (ii), we have 
W.CA = P.OX 

/. OX=^^.CJ (iii). 

First, let W^P\ then, by (iii), we have * 

OX^CA. 

Hence, if from 0 we measure off a distance OX-^ (=r. (7-4), 
and if we mark the point X^ with the figure 1, then, 
when the movable weight rests here, the body in the 
scale-pan is 

Secondly, let !r= 2/*; then, from (iii), OX = 2CA. 

Hence from O mark off a distance 2(7^1, and at the 
extremity put the figure 2. Thirdly, let TT = 3P ; then, 
from {iii), OX » 3(7-4, and we therefore mark off a distance 
from 0 equal to 3(7-4, and mark the extremity with the 
figure 3. 

Hence, to graduate the steelyard, we must mark off from 
0 successive distances C7.4, 2(7^1, 3(7.4,... and at their ex- 
tremities put the figures 1, 2, 3, 4,.... The intermediate 
spaces can be subdivided to shew fractions of Plbs. 
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If the movable weight be 1 lb., the graduations will 
show pounds. 

Cor. Since tlio distances between successive graduations are equal, 
it follows that the distances of the points of graduations from the 
fulcrum, corresponding to equal increments of weight, form an 
arithmetical progression whose common difference is the distance 
between the fulcrum and the point at which the body to be weighed 
is attached. 

173 . When the centre of gravity G of the machine is in the 
longer arm, the point O from which the graduations are to be measured 
must lie in the shorter arm. The theory will be the same as before, 
except that in this case we shall have to add the equations (i) and (ii). 

174. The iDanish steelyard consists of a bar AB, 
terminating in a heavy knob, or ball, B, At A is attached 
a hook or scale-pan to carry the body to bo weighed. 



The weight of the body is determined by observing 
about what point of the bar the machine balances. 

[This is often done by having a loop of string, which can slide 
along the bar, and finding where the loop must be to give equi- 
librium.] 

175« To graduate the J}<mish steelyard. Let P be 
the weight of the bar and Bcale-pan, and let G be their 
common centre of gravity. When a body of weight W is 
placed in the soale-pau, let C be the position of the fulcrum. 
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By talcing moments about C, wo have 

A G.W^CG. r {AG -AG). P. 
AC{P+W) = P.AG. 

. . ^ p 


••• ^^ = PTT-^^ 


First, lot W=P\ then AG=-^AG. 

Hcnco bisect A G and at the middle point, , engrave 
the figure 1 ; wlieu tlie steelyard balances about this point 
the "weight o£ the body in the scale-paii is P. 

Secondly, let W = 2/* ; then AC ^ ^AG, 

T.ake a point at a distance from A equal to \AG and 
mark it 2. 


Next, let W in succession bo equal to 3/^, 4/*,... ; from 
(i), the corresponding values oi AC are ^AC, ^AGf.»», Take 
points of the bar at these distances from A and mark them 

3, 4,.... 

Finally, let W=^P ; then, from (i), AC = §AG ; 
and let IF — ^P; then, from (i), AG = \aG, 

Take points whose distances from A are ^AG^ \AG^ 
^AG,,.., and mark them -J, J, — 

It will be noticed that the point G can be easily de- 
termined j for it is the position of the fulcrum when the 
steelyard balances without any weight in the scale-pan. 


Cor. Since AX^, AXq^ AX^, ... are inversely proportional to the 
numbers 2, 3, 4, ... they form an harmonical progression; hence the 
distances of the points of graduation from the scale-pan (coi^feBponding 
to equal increments of the body to be weighed) are in harmonical pro- 
gression. 

Sz. A Danish steelyard weighs 6 Ihs., and the distance of its 
centre of gravity from the scale-pan is 3 feet; find the distances of the 
successive points of graduation from the fulcrum. 

Taking the notation of the preceding article, we have P=6, and 
ulG=s3 feet. 
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when ir=l, AXi=Y-^ 
when W=2, AXj=^==2i feet, 
when ir=3, ^X,=Y=2feet, 


when Jr= feet, 


and BO on. 

Those give the required graduations. 


EXAMPLES. XXIX 

1. A common steelyard weighs 10 lbs. ; the weight is suspended 
from a point 4 inches from the fulcrum, and the centre of gravity of 
the steelyard is 3 inches on the other side of the fulcrum ; the movable 
weight is 12 lbs.; where ^ould the graduation corresponding to 1 owt. 
be situated? 

2. A heavy tapering rod, 14| inches long and of weight 8 lbs., 
has its centre of gravity 1§ inches from the thick end and is used as 
a steelyard with a movable weight of 2 lbs. ; where must the fulcrum 
be placed, so that it may weigh up to 12 lbs., and what are the inter* 
vaJs between the graduations that denote pounds? 

3. In a steelyard, in which the distance of the fulcrum from the 
point of suspension of the weight is one inch and the movable weight 
IS 6 ozs., to weigh 15 lbs. the weight must be placed 8 inches from the 
fulcrum; where must it be placed to weigh 24 lbs. ? 

4. The fulcrum is distant l|: inches from the point at which are 
suspended the goods to be weighed, and is distant 2 inches from Uie 
centre of gravity of the bar; the bar itself weig^ 8 lbs. and a 2 lb. 
weight slides on it. At what distance apart are the graduations ^ 
marking successive pounds’ weight, and What is the least weight t^t 
can be weighed? 

5. A steelyard, JB, 4 feet long, has its centre of gravity 11 inches, 
and its fulcrum 8 inches, from A, If the weight of the machine be 
4 lbs. and the movable weight be 8 lbs., find how many inches from 
B is the graduation marking 15 lbs. 

6. A uniform bar, AB, 2 feet long and weighing 8 lbs., is used 
as a steelyard, being supported at a TOint 4 in^es from A. Find 
the greatest weight that can be weighed with a movable weight of 
2 and find also the point ixw which the graduations are 
measured. 



MACIimES. THE STEELYARDS 223 

7> A uniform rod being divided into 20 equal parts, the fulcrum is 
placed at the first graduation. The greatest and least weights which 
the instrument can weigh are 20 and 2 lbs. ; find its weight and the 
magnitude of the movable weight. 

8. A uniform rod, 2 feet long and of weight 8 lbs., is used as 
a steelyard, whose fulcrum is 2 inches from one end, the sliding 
weight being 1 lb. Find the greatest and the least weights that can 
be measured. 

Where should the sliding weight be to shew 20 lbs. ? 

9. The beam of a steelyard is 83 inches in length ; the fulcrum is 
distant 4 inches and the centre of ^avity of the beam 5^ inches from 
the point of attachment of the weight ; if the weight of the beam be 
6 lbs. and the heaviest weight that can be weighed be 24 lbs., find the 
magnitude of the movable weight. 

10. A steelyard is formed of a uniform bar, 3 feet long and 
weighing 2^ lbs., and the fulcrum is distant 4 inches from one end; if 
the movable weight be 1 lb., find the greatest and least weights that 
can be weighed by the machine and the distanco between the gradua- 
tions when it is graduated to shew pounds, 

11. A common steelyard, supposed uniform, is 40 inches long, 

the weight of the beam is equal to the movable weight, and the gfeatest 
weight that can be weighed by it is four times tho movable weight; 
find the position of the fulcrum. ^ 

12. In a Danish steelyard the distance between the zero gr'idua- 
tion and the end of tho instrument is divided into 20 equal parts and 
the greatest weight that con be weighed is 3 lbs. 9 ozs. ; find the weight 
of the instrument. 

13. Find the length of the graduated arm of a Danish steelyard, 
whose weight is 1 lb., and in which tho distance between the gr^ua- 
tions denoting 4 and 5 lbs. is one inch. 

14. In a Danish steelyard the fulcrum rests halfway between the 
first and second graduation ; shew that the weight in tho scole-pon is 
yths of the weight of the bar. 

15. If the weight of a steelyard be worn away to one-half, its 
length and centre of gravity remaining unaltered, what corrections 
must be applied to make the weighing true, if the distance of the zero 
TOint of m^uation from the fulcrum were originally one-third of the 
distance between Bucoessive graduations, and if the movable weight be 
onepoimd? 

16. A steelyard by use loses -^^th of its weight, its centre of gravity 
remaining unaltered ; shew how to oorreot its graduations. 
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Exs. XXIX 


17. A Bhopmun, Ubing a common steelyard, alters the movable 
weight for which it has boon graduated; does he cheat himself or his 
customers? 

18. In a weighing machine constructed on the principle of a 
common steelyard, the pounds are read off by graduations reading 
from 0 to 14 lbs., and the stones by a weight hung at the end of the 
arm; if the weight corresponding to one stone be 7 ounces, the movable 
weight ^ lb., and the length of the arm measured from the fulcrum 1 
foot, shew that the distance between successive graduations is \ inch. 

19. A weighing machine is constructed so that for each complete 
stone placed in the weighing pan an additional mass of m ounces has 
to be placed at the end of the arm, which is one foot in length 
measured from the fulcrum, whilst the odd ]^unds in the weighing 
pan are measured by a mass of n ounces sliding along the weighing 
arm. Shew that the distances between the graduations for successive 

lbs. must be ^ inches, and that the distance from the fulcrum of the 
In 

point of suspension of the weight is ^ inches. 

c>U 


VII. The Screw. 

\r6. A Screw consists of a cylinder of metal round 
the outside of which runs a protuberant thread of incf;al. 
Let ABCD be a solid cylinder, and let EFGIl be a 



rectangle, whose base EF is equal to the circumference 
of the solid cylinder. On EH and FQ take points 
E, and A/, P... 

such that EL, LE,...FK, KM, MP ... 
are all equal, and join EK, LM, AP,.... 
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Wrap tlio rectangle rouiul the cylinder, so that the 
point E coincides 'vvitli A and Ell with the line AE, On 
being wrapped round the cylinder the point F will coincide 
with at A, 

The lines EK^ LM, NP, ... will now bcconio a con- 
tinuous spiral line on the surface of the cylinder and, if 
we imagine the metal along this spiral line to become 
protuberant, we shall have the thread of a screw. 

It is evident, by the method of construction, that the 
thread is an inclined plane running round the cylinder 
and tliat its inclination to the horizon is tlio same every- 
where and equal to the angle KE1\ This angle is often 
called the angle of the screw, and the distance between 
two consecutive threads, measured parallel to the axis, is 
trailed the pitch of the screw. 

It is clear that FK is equal to the distance bet^weon 
consecutive threads on the screw, and that EF is equal to 
the circumference of the cylinder on which the thread is 
traced. 

FK 

/, tan (angle of screw) = 

pitch of screw 

circumference of a circle whose radius is the distance from 
the axis of any point of the screw. 

The section of the thread of the screw has, in practice, 
various shapes. The only kind that we shall consider has 
the section rectangular. 

177 . The screw usually works in a fixed support, 
along the inside of which is cut out a hollow of the same 
shape as the thread of the screw, and along which the 
thread slides. The only movement admissible to the screw 

!*• a 
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ift to revolve about its axis, and at the same time to move 
in a direction parallel to its length. 

If the screw wei-e placed in an upright position, and 
a weight placed on its top, the screw would revolve and 
descend since there is supposed to bo no friction between 
it and its support. Hence, if the screw is to remain in 
equilibrium, some force must act on it; this force is usually 
applied at one end of a horizontal arm, the other end of 
which is rigidly attached to the screw. 

178. In a smooth acy^ew, to Jirid the relcUion hetiveen 
the effort and the weight. 

Let a be the distance of any point on the thread of the 
screw from its axis, and h the distance, AB^ from the axis 
of the screw, of the point at which the effort is applied. 


W 



The screw is in equilibrium under the action of the 
effort P, the weight IFi -and the reactions at the points 
in which the fixed block touches the thread of the screw. 
Let R^S^T^ denote the reactions of the block at different 
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points of tlie thread pf the screw. These will be all per- 
pendicular to the thread of the screw, since it is smooth. 

Let a be the inclination of the thread of the screw 
to the horizon. 

The horizontal and vertical components of the reaction 
R are R sin a and R cos a respectively. 

Similarly, we may resolve S, .... 

Hence the reactions of the block are equivalent to 
a set of forces R cos a, S cos a, 

5^ cos a, ... vertically, and a set 
R sin a, S sin a, ^’sin a, ... horizon- 
tally. These latter forces, though 
they act at different points of the 
screw, all act at the same distance 
from the axis of the screw; they also tend to turn the 
screw in the opposite direction to that of P. • 

Equating the vertical forces, we have 

7r= J? cos a + /S' cos a+...=(i? + /S'+^+.,.) cos a ...(1). 

Also, taking moments about the axis of the screw, we 
have, by Art, 93, 

P . 6 = i?sina. a + /S' sin a. a+ sin a. a + ... 

=:asina(i2 + /S'+37+...) (2). 

From equations (1) and (2) we have, by division, 

P . ft __ a sin a 
W cos a * 

, P a , 2ira tan a 

But, by Art. 176, 

2ira tan a distance between consecutive threads = pitch of 
the screw. 
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Also 2Trh = circumference of the circle described by the 
end Ji of the effort-arm. 

Hence the mechanical advantage = ^ = 7 : — — 

® F 27ra tan a 

_ circumference of a circle whose radius is the effort-arm 
distance between consecutive threads of the screw 

Verification of the Principle of Work. 

For each revolution made by the effort-arm the screw 
rises through a distance equal to the distance between two 
consecutive threads. 

Hence, during each revolution, the work done by the 
effort is 

F X circumference of the circle dc^scribed by the end of the 
effort-arm, 

and that done against the weight is 
V • IF X distance between two consecutive threads. 

These are equal by the relation just proved, 

* 179 - Theorol.ically. the mechanical advantage in 
the case of the screw can be made as large as we please, by 
decreasing sufficiently the distance between the threads 
of the screw. In practice, however, this is impossible; 
for, if we diminish the distance between the threads to 
too small a quantity, the threads themselv<?8 would not 
he suffciently strong to bear the strain put upon them. 

By means of Hunter^s Differential Screw this 
difficulty may be overcome. 

Ill this machine we have a screw AD working in a fixed 
block. The inside of the screw AD is hollow and is 
grooved to admit a smaller screw DF. Tlie screw DF 
is fastened at F to a block, so that it cannot rotate, but 
can only move in the direction of its length. 
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Wlien tho effort-anri All haa made one revolution, 
the screw AD has advanced a distance equal to tlio dis- 
tance between two consecutive threads, and at tho same 
time the smaller screw goes into DA a distance equal 


1 

r w 



to the distance between two consecutive threads of tho 
smaller screw. Hence tlia smaller screw, and tliercfore 
also the weight, advances a distance equal to the dtffcreiice 
of tliese two distances. 

When in equilibrium let 72, S^ ... be the reactions 
between the larger screw and its block, and 72', S\ T\ ... 
the reactions between the inner and outer screws ; let 
a and d be the radii, and a and a' tho angles of the screv/s. 

As in the last article, since the outer screw is in equi- 
librium, we have 

P.6 = (72*4-^+if'+ ...)sina. a — (72' + /^'+ ...)sina . o' 

(i\ 

and (i? + ^ + 2’+ ...) cos a = (^' + S' + ...) cos a' ...(2). 
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Also^ since the inner screw is in equilibrium, we have 

r = (-ft' + cos a' (3). 

From (2) and (3), we have 


Hence, from (1), 


; , and R + S + 

cos a 


W 

cos a 


P .b= W* a tan a — W.a' tan a, 

W ^ 2ir6 

" ‘ jP "" 27ra tan a 2‘ira^ tan of 
circum. of the circl e described by the end of the power-arm 
~ difference of the pitches of the two screws 

By making the pitches of the two screws nearly equal, 
we can make the mechanical advantage very great without 
weakening the machine. 

The principle of work is seen to be true in this case 
also; for the weight rises in this case a distance equal 
to the difference between the pitches of the screws. 


EXAMPLES. XXX. 

1. Find what mass oaa be lilted by a smooth vertical screw of 

ins. pitch, if the power be a force of 25 lbs. wt. acting at the end of 

an arm, 8^ feet long. 

2. What must be the length of the power-arm of a Borew, having 
6 tln^a to the inch, so that the mechanical advantage may be 216? 

3. What force applied to the end of an arm, 18 ins. long, will 
prodvice a pressure of 1100 lbs* wt. upon the head of a screw, when 
seven toms cause the screw to advance through -frds of an inch? 

d. A screw, whose pitch is ^ inch, is tamed by means of a lever, 
4 feet long; find the force which will raise 15 cwt. 

5. The arm of a screw-jack is 1 yard long, and the screw has 
2 threads to the inch. What force must be applied to the am to 
raise 1 ton? 

6. What is the thrust caused by a screw, having 4 threads to the 
inch, when a force of 50 lbs. wt. is applied to the end of an arm, 2 feet 
long? 
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7. What thrust will a screw, whose arm is 2 feet and with 
10 threads per foot of its length, produce, if the effort be a force of 
112 lbs. weight? 

8. If the effort be applied at the end of an arm of 1 foot in length, 
and if the screw make seven complete turns in 1 foot of its length, 
find the effort that will support a weight of 1 ton. 

9. If the lever by which a screw is worked be 6 feet in length, 
determine the distance between two successive threads of the screw, 
in order that a thrust of 10 lbs. wt. applied to each end of the 
lever may produce a thrust of 1000 lbs. wt. at the end of the 
screw. 

10. Find the mechanical advantage in a differential screw, having 
5 threads to the inch and 6 threads to the inch, the effort being 
applied at the circumference of a wheel of diameter 4 feet. 

11. Find the mechanical advantage in a differential screw, the 
larger screw having 8 threads to the inch and the smaller 9 threads, 
&e length of the effort-arm being 1 foot. 

12. If the axis of a screw be vortical and the distance between 
the threads 2 inches, and a door, of weight 100 lbs., be attached to 
the screw as to a hinge, find the work done in turning thep door 
through a right angle. 

13. Prove that the tension of a stay is equal to 9 tons’ weight if 
it be set up by a force of 49 lbs. at a leverage of 2 feet acting on a double 
screw havinff a right-handed screw of 5 threads to the inch and 
a left-handed one of 6 threads to the inch. 

[For one complete turn of the screw its ends are brought nearer by 
a distance of ( g+^) inch. Hence the principle of work gives 
2’xrt+i)x^=49x2x.2, 
where T is the tension of the stay in lbs. wt.] 



CHAPTER XIIL 

FRICTION. 

180 . In Art. 20 we defined smooth bodies to be 
bodies such that, if they be in contact, the only action 
between them is perpendicular to both surfaces at the 
point of contact. With smooth bodies, therefore, there 
is no force tending to prevent one body sliding over the 
other. If a perfectly smooth body be placed on a perfectly 
smooth inclined plane, there is no action between the plane 
and the body to prevent the latter from sliding down the 
plane, and hence the body will not remain at rest on the 
plane unless some external force be applied to it. 

Practically, however, there are no bodies which are 
perfectly smooth ; there is always some force between two 
bodies in contact to prevent one sliding upon the other. 
Such a force is called the force of friction. 

Def. If two bodies he in contact with one 
another^ the •property of the two bodies^ by virtue of which 
a force ie exerted between ‘ them at their point of contact to 
prevent one body sliding on the other ^ is called friction ; also 
the force exerted is called the force of friction^ 
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181 . Friction is a self-adjusting force; no more 
friction is called into play than is sufficient to prevent 
motion. 

Let a heavy slab of iron with a plane base be placed on 
a horizontal table. If we attach a piece of string to some 
point of the body, and pull in a horizontal direction passing 
through the centre of gravity of the slab, a resistance is felt 
which prevents our moving the body; this resistance is 
exactly equal to the force which we exert on the body. 

If we now stop pulling, the force of friction also ceases 
to act ; for, if the force of friction did not cease to act, the 
body would move. 

The amount of friction which can be exerted between 
two bodies is not, however, unlimited. If we continually 
increase the force which we exert on the slab, we find that 
finally the friction is not sufficient to overcome tliis force, 
and the body moves. • 

182 . Friction plays an important part in the me- 
chanical problems of ordinary life. If there were no friction 
between our boots and the ground, we should not be able 
to walk; if there were no friction between a ladder and 
the ground, the ladder would not rest, unless held, in any 
position inclined to the vertical; without friction nails 
and screws would not remain in wood, nor would a loco- 
motive engine be able to draw a train. 

183 . The laws of statical friction are as follows : 

Law I. Wlv&n two bodies are in contact^ tlie direction 

of the friction on one of them at its point of contact is oppo- 
site to the direction in which this point of contact would com* 
mence to move. 

Law Urn The magnitude of the friction is, when there 
is eguilibrium^Just sufficient to prevent the body from moving. 
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184. Suppose, in Art. 156, Case I., the plane to be 
rough, and that the body, instead of being supported by 
a force, rested freely on the plane. In this case the force 
P is replaced by the friction, which is therefore equal to 
W sin a. 

Hz. 1. In what direction does the force of friction act in the 
case of (1) the wheel of a carriage, (2) the feet of a man who is 
walking? 

ax. 2. A body, of weight 80 lbs., rests on a rough horizontal 
plane and is acted upon by a force, equal to 10 lbs. wt., making an 
angle of 30° with the horizontal ; shew that the force of friction is 
equal to about 8*66 lbs. wt. 

Bz. a. A body, resting on a rough horizontal plane, is acted on 
by two horizontal forces, equal respeotively to 7 and 8 lbs. wt., and 
acting at an angle of 60°; shew that the force of friction is equal to 

13 lbs. wt. in a direction making an angle Bin~^^^ with the first 

lo 

force. 

Bx. 4. A body, of weight 40 lbs., rests on a rough plane inclined 
at 80° to the horizon, and is supported by (1) a force of 14 lbs. wt. 
acting up the plane, (2) a force of 25 lbs. acting up the plane, (3) a 
horizontal force equal to 20 lbs. wt., (4) a force equal to 80 lbs. wt. 
making an angle of 30° with the plane. 

Find the force of friction in each oas^ 

Ans, (1) 6 lbs. wt. up the plane ; (2) 5 lbs. wt. down the plane ; 
(3) 2’68 lbs. wt. up the plane ; (4) 5*U8 lbs. wt. down the plane. 

185. The above laws hold good, in general ; but the 
amount of friction that can be exerted is limited, and equi* 
librium is sometimes on the point of being destroyed, and 
motion often ensues. 

Llmltlncr Friction. Def. When wie body ia just on 
the point of slidvng upon another hody^ the equilihrium is 
said to he and the friction then exerted is called 

Umiting friction, 

188ti The direction of the limiting friction is given 
by Law I. (Art. 183). 

The magnitude of the linuting friction is given by the 
three following laws. 
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Zaaw III. THa magnitude of the limiting friction 
alwaye hears a constant ratio to ike ruyrmal reaction^ amd 
this ratio depends only on tlhs suhstamces of which the bodies 
are composed 

Iiaw IV. TliS limiting friction is independent of the 
extent and shape of ike surfaces in contact^ so long as Hie 
normal reaction is uncUterecL 

laaw V. When motion ensues, by one body sliding over 
the other, ike direction of friction is opposite to the direction 
of motion; the magnitude of the friction is independent of 
the vdodty, but ihe ratio of ihe friction to Hie normal reaction 
is slightly less than when the body is at rest and just on the 
point of motion. 

The above laws are experimental, and cannot be ac- 
cepted as rigorously accurate, though they represent^ 
however, to a fair degree of accuracy the facts *under 
ordinary conditions. 

For example, if one body be pressed so closely on 
another that the surfaces in contact are on the point of 
being crushed. Law IlL is no longer true; the friction 
then increases at a greater rate than the normal reaction. 

187. Ck>effloleilt of Flictloii. The constant 
ratio of the limiting friction to the normal pressure is 
called the coefficient of friction, and is generally denoted 
by /t; hence, if ^ be the friction, and R the normal 
pressure, between two bodies when equilibrium is on the 

F 

point of being destroyed, we have hence 

F ^ pR, 

The values of /i are widely different for different pairs 
of substances in contact; no pairs of substances are, 
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however, known for which the coefficient of friction is as 
great as unity. 

188. To verify tlie laws of friction hy experiment. 



Experiment 1. Take a large smooth piece of wood (if) and 
clamp iti firmly so as to be horizontal. Take a second piece of wood 
(P) to act as a sliding piece and make it as smooth as possible; 
attach a light string to it and pass the string over a light pulley 
fixed at the end of the piece A, and at the other end of the string 
attach a scale>pan. 

The pulley should be so placed that the part of the string, which 
is not vertical, should be horhsontal. 

Upon the sliding piece put a known weight Jf, and into the scale- 
pan pilt known wei^ts, F, until the slider is just on the point of 
motion. The required weight F can bo very approximately ascer- 
tained by gently tapping the fixed piece A. 

Consider now the right-hand diagram. 

Let W be the total weight of R and the sliding piece, and W* the 
total weight of F and the scale-pan. Since the ^der is just on the 
point of motion the friction on it is pW ; also the tension T of the 
string is equal to W% since it just balances the scale-pan and F, 

From the equilibrium of the slider we have 

ir 

Kext, put a difiorent weight on the slider, and adjust the corre- 
sponding weight F until the slider is again on the point of motion 
and calculate the new vsdues, and of W and Then, as 
before, 



Perform the experiment again with different weights on the slider 
and obtain the values of 

Wf Wi 
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Then, approximatolj, it will be found that 

W*_ 71V 

W'* TlV’ Ua’"' 

will be the same. 

Hence the truth of the fiist part of Law III. viz. that the value 
of p. is independent of the luyrmdl reaction. 

Eacperlment 2. Take another piece of wood (77) whoso sliapo is 
quite different from the piece used in Experiment 1. [This should bo 
obtained by cutting it from the same piece of well-planed wood from 
which the first piece B was taken.] 

The area of this piece B in contact with the board A should differ 
considerably from that in Experiment 1, whether greater or less is im- 
material. 

Perform the Experiment 1 over again and deduce the corresponding 
value of fi. It will be found to be, within the limits of experiment, 
the same as in Experiment 1. Put the only difference in the tw'o 
experiments is the extent of the rough surfaces in contact. 

Hence the truth of Law IV. 

Experiment 3. Take another piece of a different kind of wood 
(C) and plane it well. Out out from it pieces, of different area, but 
with surfaces otherwise as nearly alike as possible. 

Perform Experiments 1 and 2 over again and obtain the value of p. 
This value of p will bo found to differ from the value of p foiAid when 
the slider was made of wood B. Hence the truth of the second part 
of Law in. viz. that the ratio depends on the euhsUinces of which the 
bodies are composed. 

Experiment 4. Perform the above three experiments over again 
but in this case choose F not so that tho slider shall just bo on the 
point of motion, but so that the slider shall move icith a constant 
velocity. The truth of Law V. will then approximately appear. 

However carefully the surfaces of the wood used in tho previous 
exjieriments be prepared, the student must expc^ct to find some 
considerable discrepancies in the actual numerical results obtained. 
There must also be applied a correction for the force necessary to 
make the pulley turn. However light and well-made it may be, there 
will always be a certain amount of friction on its axis. Hence the 
tensions of the string on each side of it will not quite bo equal, as 
we have assumed; in other words some par^ of F will be used in 
turning the pulley. 

This method is the one used by Morin in a.d. 1833. 

189. Angfle of Friction. When the equilibrium 
is limiting, if the friction and the normal reaction ho com- 
pounded into one single force, the angle which this force 
makes with the normal is called the angle of friction, and 
the single force is called the resultant reaction. 
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Let A be the point of contact of the two bodies, and 
let AB and AG be the directions of the normal force B 
and the friction 

Let AD be the direction of the resultant reaction S^ so 
that tho angle of friction is BAD. Let this angle be X, 
Since R and [lR are the components of /?, we have 
iS' cos X = i?, 
and S sin X ~ yM. 

Hence, by squaring and adding, we 
have 

and, by division, 

tan X ~ fi. 

Hence we see that ike coefficient of friction is equal to 



the ta/ngent of the cmgle of friction. 


IttO. Since the greatest value of the friction is it follows 
that the^ neatest angle which the direction of resultant reaction con 
make with the nomm is X, i.a., tan'^^^. 

Hence, if two bodies be in contact and if, with the common normal 
as axis, and the point of contact as vertex, we describe a cone whose 
semi-vertical angle is tan ^/4, It is possible for tho resultant reaction 
to have any direction lyin^ within, or upon, this cone, but it cannot 
have any direction lying without the cone. 

This cone is called the Oone of firletion. 


1 0 1. The following table, taken from Prof. Bankino’s Machinery 
and Millworhf gives the coefficients and angles of friction for a few 
substances. 


SmBSTAKOBS 


Wood on wood ^Dry *26 to *6 14® to 264® 

„ —Soaped -04 to -2 2®tolli® 

Metals on metals —Dry *15 to *2 6J® to 11}® 

-Wet -3 mi 

Leather on metals — Diy *56 294® 

„ „ —Wet '86 20^ 

H -Oily *15 8J® 
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192. If a body he placed upon a rough irudined plane^ 
cmd he on the point of sliding doum the plane under the 
O/Ction of its weighJt cmd the reactions of the plane only, tli^ 
cmgle of incUnation of the plcme to die horizon is egual to 
the angle of friction. 

Let 6 be the inclination of the piano to the horizon, W 
the weight of the body, and R 
the normal reaction. 

Since the body is on the 
point of motion down the 
plane, the friction acts up 
the plane and is equal to pR, 

Resolving perpendicular 
and parallel to the plane, we 
have 

W cos ^ = 7?, 

and W sin B pR, 

Hence, by division, 

tan 6 = tan (angle of friction), 

fl = the angle of friction. 

This may be shewn otherwise thus: 

Binoe the body is in equilibrium under the action of its weight and 
the resultant reaction, the latter must be vertical; but, since the 
equilibrium is limiting, the resultant reaction makes with the normal 
the angle of friction. 

Hence the angle between the normal and the vertical is the angle 
of friction, the inoUnation of the plane to the horizon js the angle 
of fiction. 

Ou account of the property just proved the angle of 
friction is sometimes called the angle of reposa 

The student must carefully notice that, when the body 
rests on the inclined plane supported hy cm external force^ it 
must not be assumed that the coefficient of friction is equal 
to the tangent of inclination of the plane to the horison. 
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193 . To determine the coejficient of friction experimentally t and 
to verify the laws of friction. [Second Method.] 

moans of the theorem of the previous article the cocf&cient of 
friction between two bodies may be experimentally obtained. 

For let an inclined plane be made of one of the substances and let 
its face be made as smooth as is possible; on this face let there be 
placed a slab, having a plane face, oomxK)sed of the other substance. 

If the angle of inclination of the plane be gradually increased, until 
the slab just slides, the tangent of the angle of inclination is the co- 
efUcient of friction. 

To obtain the result as accurately as possible, the experiment 
should be performed a large number of times with the same sub- 
stances, and the mean of all the results taken. 

In the apparatus here drawn we have a board hinged at one end to 
another board which can bo clamped to the table. The hinged board 
can be raised or lowered by a string attached to it whose other end 
passes over the top of a hxed support. 



On the hinged board can be placed sliders of different sizes and 
materials upon which various weights can be placed. Each slider x 
has two thin brass rods screwed to it on which weights con be piled so 
that they shall not slip during the experiment. A graduated veiiioal 
scale is attached to the lower board, so that the height of the hinged 

SC 

board at B is easily seen. The value of tan $ of Art. 185, is 

then easily obtained. 
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Bj this apparatus the laws of friction can be verified ; for, within 
the limits of experiment, it will be found that the value of 

AC 

(1) is always the same so long as the slide x is made of the some 
material in the same state of preparedness of surface, 

(2) is independent of the weights put upon the slide, or of its 
^ape, 

(3) is difierent for different substances. 

This method is the one used by Coulomb in the year 1785. 

194. Equilibrium on a rough inclined plane. 

A hody is •placed on a rotigh plarie incli^ned to the horizon at 
an angle greater than the angle of friction^ and is mpported 
hy a force^ acting parallel to the plane^ and along a line of 
greatest slope; to find the limits between which the force 
•miost lie. 

Lot a be the inclination of the plane to the horizon, 
W the weight of the body, and R the normal reaction 
(Fig. I., Art. 156), • 


(i) Let the body be on the point of motion dozen the 
plane, so that the friction acts up the plane and is equal to 
pR ; let F be the force required to keep the body at rest. 

Resolving parallel and perpendicular to the plane, we 


have 

F + fiR = IT sin a (1), 

and R^W cos a (2). 


P = TT (sin a — cos a). 

If s tan X, we have 

P= Tr[Bina — tan Acosa] 

_ ^ fsin a cos A - sin A cos a l _ sin(a — A) 

L coah J"’ cos A 

(ii) Let the body be on the point of motion up the 
plane, so that the friction acts dotm the plane and is equal 
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to ; let Pi be the force required to keep the body at 
rest. In this case, we have 

W sin a, 

and P = TT cos a. 

Hence Pi = IT (sin a + fi cos a) 

= W [sin a + tan X cos a] = " (4). 

These values, P and Pi, are the limiting values of the 

force, if the body is to remain in equilibrium ; if the force 

lie between P and Pj, the body remains in equilibrium, 

but is not on the point of motion in either direction. 

Hence, for equilibrium, the force must lie between the 

- ,_sin(a*fcX) 

values W T — 

cosX 

It will be noted that the value of Pj may be obtained 

from that of P by changing the sign of ft, 

< 

198 . If the power P act at an angle 0 with the in- 
clined plane (as in Art 156, Case HI.), when the body is 
on the point of motion dotvn the plane and the friction 
acts therefore up the plane, the equations of equilibrium are 


Pcos^ + ftP= Fsina (1), 

Psin^ + P=s ITcosa (2). 


Hence, multiplying (2) by ft, and subtracting, we liave 
p ^sina — ficosa ,^ sin(a — X) 

"" cos ^ — ft sin co3(d + X)’ 

By substituting this value of P in (2), the value of P may 
be found. 

When the body is on the point of motion up the plane 
we have, by changing the sign of ft, 
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Cor. The force that will just be on the point of moving 
the body up the plane is least when 

TT — 7 ^— is least, 
cos (0 — X) 

f /*., when cos — X) is unity, 

{.e., when ^ = X. 

Hence the force required to move the bo<ly up the plane 
will be least when it is applied in a direction making with 
the inclined plane an angle equal to the angle of friction, 

106 . The roi5ult3 of the previous article may bo found by 
geometric construction. 



Draw a vertical line iTL to represent TT on any scale that is 
convenient (e,ff. one inch per lb. or one inch per 10 lbs.). 

Draw LO parallel to the direction of the normal reaction 12. 
Make OLFf OLFi each equal to the angle of friction X, as in the 
figure. 

Then LF, LFg are parallel to the directions DJ?, DJETj of the 
resulting reaction at D according as the body is on the point of 
motion down or np the plane. 

Draw FMMi parallel to the supporting force P to meet LF, LF^ 
in M and • 

Then clearly KLM and KLM^ are respectively the triangles of 
forces for the two extreme positions of equilibrium. 

Hence, on the same scale that KL represents W, KM and KM^ 
z^resent the P and P^ of the previous article. 

dearly OXtJTs i between 12 and the verticals a, so that 
/,MLKsscl~-\ and 
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Similarly 

I KQO=s: I between the directions of if and P=90® ~ 

BO that i/i:0r.=90“ + ^, iCirifiL=90® + ^-X, 

and iPiUI.=90“ + ^ + X. 

Hence 

P _ KM _ ein KLM _ sin (a - X) _ sin (a - X) 

F “ “ iinXML “ iin^N-^ + X) “ c6r( ^x“) * 

and 

P, __ KMi _ sin iTIilifi sin (a + X) _ sin (a + X) 

W TL “ Bin®^ “ Bin (90^^ + ^ - X) (0 - X) * 

Cor- It is clear that KM^ is least when it is drawn perpendicular 
to LFj f i.e. when P^ is inclined at a right angle to the direction of 
resultant reaction DII ^ , and therefore at an angle X to the inclined 
plane. 


EXAMPLES. XXXI. 

1, A body, of weight 40 lbs., rests on a rough horizontal plane 
whose coefficient of friction is *25; find the least force which acting 
horizftntally would move the body, 

Pind also the least force which, acting at an angle cos“^x fhe 
horizontal, would move the body. 

Determine the direction and magnitude of the resultant reaction 
of the plane in each case. 

2, A heavy block with a plane base is resting on a rough hori- 
zon!^ plane. It is acted on by a force at an inclination of 45^ to the 
plane, and tho force is ^adualJy increased till the block is just going 
to slide. If the coefficient of friction be *6, compare the force with 
the weight of the block. 

3, A mass of 80 lbs. is resting on a rough horizontal plane and 
con be just moved by a force of 10 lbs. wt. acting horizontally ; find 
the coefficient of friction and the direction and magnitude of the 
resultant reaction of the plane. 

4, Shew that the least force which will move a weight W along a 
rough horizontal plane is W sin where ^ is the angle of friction. 

5, The inclination of a rough plane to the horizon is oos-^-^f ; 

shew that, if the coefficient of friction be the least force, acting 
parallel to the plane, that will support 1 cwt. placed on the plane is 
3xV • shew also that the force that would be on the point of 

moving the body up the plane is 11x9 
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6. The base of an inclined plane is 4 feet in length and the height 
is 3 feet ; a force of 8 lbs., acting parallel to the plane, will just prevent 
a weight of 20 lbs. from sliding down ; find the ooeificiont of friction. 

7. A body, of weight 4 lbs. , rests in limiting equilibrium on a 
rough plane whose slope is 30° ; the plane being raised to a slope of 
60°, find the force along the plane required to support the body. 

8. A weight of 30 lbs. just rests on a rough inclined plane, the 
height of the plane being ^ths of its length. Shew that it will require 
a force of 36 lbs. wt. acting parallel to the plane just to be on the 
point of moving the weight up the plane. 

9. A weight of 60 lbs. is on the point of motion down a rough 
inclined plane when supported by a force of 24 lbs. wt. acting parallel 
to the plane, and is on the pomt of motion up the plane when under 
the infiuence of a force of 36 lbs. wt. parallel to the plane ; find the 
ooeificient of friction. 

10. Two inclined planes have a common vertex, and a string, 

passing over a small smooth pulley at the vertex, supports two equal 
weights. If one of the planes be rough and the other smooth, find the 
relation between the two angles of inclination of the two planes 
when the weight on the smooth plane is on the point of moving 
down. • 

11. Two unequal weights on a rough inclined plane are connected 
by a string which passes round a fixed pulley in the plane ; find the 
greatest inclination of the plane consistent with the equUihriam of 
the weights. 

12. Two equal weights are attached to the ends of a string which 
is laid over the top of two equally rough planes, having the same 
altitude and placed back to bock, the angles of inclination of the 
planes to the horizon being 30° and 60° respectively ; shew that the 
weights will be on the point of motion if the coeillcient of friction be 
2 -,^ 3 . 


13, A particle is placed on the outside surface of a rough sphere 
whose ooefiicient of friction is Shew that it will be on the point of 
motion when the radius from it to the centre makes an angle tan'^/i 
with the vertical. 

14:, How high can a particle rest inside a hollow sphere, of radius 
a, if the coefficient of friction be ? 

15. At wlubt angle of inclination should the traces be attached to 
a sledge that it may be drawn up a given hill with the least exertion 7 
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Ex&XXXX 


16. A cubical block of stone, of weight 5 owt., la to be diawn 
along a rough horiaontal plane by a force P inclined at 40*^ to the 
horizontal. If the angle of friction be find, by a graphic oon- 
B^ction, the least value of P. 

17. A body, of weight 1 owt., rests on a plane inclined at 25® 
to the horizon, being just prevented from eliding down by a force 
of 15 lbs. acting up the plane ; find, by a graphic construction, the 
force that will just drag it up and the v^ue of the coefficient of 
friction. 

197 > To find the work dom in dragging a hodg up a 
rough inclined plane. 

Prom Art. 194, Case IL, we know that the force 
which would just move the body up the plane is 
W (sin a + ft cos a). 

Hence the work done in dragging it from A to (7 
»Py%AO (Fig. Art. 156) 
s W (sin a + /t oos a) • AC 
5=; Wm file sin a + pW* AC cos a 
ss IF • PC + ft IF. AB 

= work done in dragging the body through the same 
vertical height without the intervention of the plane 
+ the work done in dragging it along a horizontal distance 
equal to the base of the inclined plane and of^he same 
roughness as the plane. 

198 . Prom the preceding article we see that, if our 
inclined plane be rough, the work done by the power is 
more than the work done against the weight. This is true 
for any machine ; the principle may be expressed thus^ 

In way matdhiinie^ the work dom by the power is ogtuJ to 
the work done against the weighty together toUh the work dom 
agadnsi the frictional resistances qf the machinSf and the 
foork done agaimt the weighu qf the component parts qf the 
mocAfifia 
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The ratio of the work done on the weight to the work 
done by the effort is, for any machine, called the efficiency 
of the machine, so that 


Efficiency = 


Useful work done by the machine 
Work supplied to the machine ’ 


XiOt be the effort required if there were no friction, 
and P the actual effort. Then, by Art. 138, 

Work done against the weight 

= j?J X distance through which its point of application moves, 
and work supplied to the machine 

= JP X distance through which its point of application moves. 


Hence, by division. 


Efficiency = 


P 


Effi>rt when there i s no friction • 
Actual effort 


We con never get rid entirely of frictional resistances, 
or make our machine without weight, so that some 
work must always be lost through these two causes. 
Hence the efficiency of the machine con never be so great 
as unity. The more nearly the efficiency approaches to 
unity, the better is the machine. 

There is no machine by whose use we can create work, 
and in practice, however smooth and perfect the machine 
may be, we always lose work. The only use of any machine 
is to multiply the force we apply, whilst at the same time 
the distance through which the force works is more than 
proportionately lessened. 


190. BquUibriiim Of a rough screw. To find 
the relaiion iaiween the effort and the reeietcmce in the oaee 
a ecrew^ token JHetian ie taken into aeeount. 
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Using the same notation as in Art. 178, let the screw 
he on the point of motion doumwardsy 
BO that the friction acts upwards along 
the thread. [As in Art. 176, its sec- 
tion is rectangular.] 

In this case the vertical pressures 
of the block are 

i? (cos a + ft sin a), /S' (cos a + /t sin a), . . . 
and the horizontal components of these pressures are 
i? (sin a — /x cos a), /S' (sin a — /i. cos a), . . . 

Hence the equations (1) and (2) of Art. 178 become 

TF = (i? + /S'+T+ ...)(co8a + /tsina) (1), 

and P. h = a(Ii + S+ T-h ...) (sin o — /* cos a) (2). 

Hence, by division, 

P. h sin a — /A cos a sin a cos X — cos a sin X 

~ (H *v ~ a ~ — — ' : . 

cos a + /A sill a cos a cos X + sin a sin X 

__ sin (a — X) 

~*co8(a — A)' 

• ^ ' ‘X 



Similarly, if the screw be on the point of motion up- 
wards, we have, by changing the sign of p, 

Pi a sin a + lA cos a . v 

W=^T ^ — =Ttan(o + X). 

Jr 0 cos a — p sin a o ' ' 

If the effort have any value between P and P^ the screw 
will be in equilibrium, but the friction will not be limiting 
friction. 


It will be noted that if the angle a of the screw be equal 
to the angle of friction, X, then the value of the effort P is 
zero. In this case the screw will just remain in equilibrium 
supported only by the friction along the thread of the screw. 
If a<X, P will be negativ€», i.e, the screw will not descend 
unless it is forced down. 
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XBje. 1. If the circumference of a screw he two ineheSf the distance 
between its threads luilf an inch, and the coefficient of friction -g, 
fittd the limits between which the effort must lie, so that the screw may 
he in equilibrium lohen it is supporting a body of weight 1 ciot,^ the 
length of the effort-arm being 12 inches^ 

Here 2?ra=2, and 2?ratana=^. 

a = — , and tana=-J, 

IT 

Also kanXs^, and &=12. 

o 

Hence tlio force which would support the screw 

= 112 X g tan (a - X) 


r.ll2X: 


i-i 


H2 1 14,. , . 


Again, the force which would just bo on the point of moving tho 
screw upwards 

112 ^ + 1 _p2 9 


= 112 X ^ ten (a+X)= X X 

ssljVflT wt. =1*4067 lbs. wt. 


19 


Hence the screw will be in equilibrium if the effort lie between 
*14 and 1*4067 lbs. wt. 

If the screw were smooth, the force required would 

_,-a. 112 1 49 -.oil I. 

= 112^ tan a = =^..- x 7 = = *742 lbs. wt. 

() 12Tr 4 uu 


The efficiency therefore, by Art. 198, 


•742 
' 1*4067 


= •627. 


Bau SI. The ooefficient of friction of wrought iron on wood being 
*15, shew that the least angle of inclination of the thread of a screw, 
BO that it may slide into a prepared hole in the wood under the 
influence of its own weight, is tan“'lp^. 

Bz. 8. If the circumference of a screw be -I inch, the coefficient 
of friction *15, the length of the power-arm 12 inches, and if there be 
3 threads to the inch. And the forces which will respectively Just 
support, and just move, the screw when it supports a weight IT. Find 
also the value of the effort, when the same screw is smooth, and 
deduce its efficiency. 

W W 

" /.Af7\ . " /-ODK 
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Bx. 4. Shew that the efficiency of a screw is greatest when its 
angle is 45®-^. 

The force required to lift the weight IT, when there is friction, 
ssTT^tan a + \, 

and where there is no friction it 

o 

As in Art. 198 the efficiency, E, 

=the ratio of these 
__ tana __Binacos (a + X) 
tan(a + X) cosasina + X 

1 £—1 (g + X) sinX 

“ *”oosoBin(a + X) “oosasin(a+X) 

_ 2BinX 
*8in (2a+X)+BinX* 

E is greatest when 1 - £ is least, 

».e. when sin (2a -hX) is greatest, 

».«, when 2a+X=90®, 

and then u — 45® - ^ . 

200 . Wheel and Axle with the pivot resting on rough 
hearings. 
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Let the central circle represent the pivots X or ^ of 
Fiji;. Art. 159 (much magnified) when looked at endwajs. 

The resultant action between these pivots and the 
bearings on which they rest must be vertical, since it 
balances P and W, 

Also it must make an angle X, the angle of friction, 
with the normal at the point of contact if we assume 
that P is just on the point of overcoming IFl 

Hence Q cannot be at the lowest point of the pivot, but 
must be as denoted in the figure, where OQ makes an angle 
X with the vertical. The resultant reaction at Q is thus 


vertical. 

Since R balances P and 

R^P^W ( 1 ). 

Also, by taking moments about 0, we have 

P.5 — -ff. csinX= W.a (2), 


where c is the radius of the pivot and 5, a the radii of the 
wheel and the axle (as in Art. 159). 

Solving (1) and (2), we have 

6 — c sin X 

If P be only just sufficient to support IT, if the 
machine be on the point of motion in the direction 
then, by changing the sign of X, we have 

* o + esinX 

In this case the point of contact Q is on the left of the 
vertical through 0. 
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201. The Wedge is a pioce of iron, or metal, 
which has two plane faces meeting 
in a sharp edge. It is used to split 
wood or other tough substances, its 
edge being forced in by repeated 
blows applied by a hammer to its 
upper surface. 

The problem of the action of a 
wedge is essentially a dynamical 
one. 

We shall only consider the statical problem when the 
wedge is just kept in equilibrium by a steady force applied 
to its upper surface. 

Let ABC be a section of the wedge and let its faces be 
equally inclined to the base BC. Let the angle CAB be a. 

Let P be the force applied to the upper face, B and R* 
the normal reactions of the wood at tlie points where the 
wedge touches the wood, and ijlR and /a/ 2' the frictions, it 
being assumed that the wedge is on the point of being 
pushed in. 

We shall suppose the force P applied at the middle 
point of BC and that its direction is perpendicular to BG 
and hence bisects the angle BAG, 

Resolving along and perpendicular to BC^ we have 
IlR sin ~ — 72 cos /a 72' sin ^ — cos ^ (1), 

and P = /t(^ + 7i')cos^ + (^ + ^')8in^ (2). 

From equation (1) we have R=zR\ and then (2) gives 
P = 2i2 cos g + sin . 


! 


iP 
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Hence 


IR 

P 


1 


cos \ 


a . u, ,1* . u . . 

fL COS - + Sin ^ Bin ^ cos A + cos ^ Bin A 

^ ^ ja Ji 


cos A 
sin Q + 

if A be the coefTicient of friction. 

The Rplitting power of the wedge is measured by 7?. 
For a given force P this splitting power is tlicrcforo 
greatest wlien a is least. 

Theoretically this will be when a is z(iro, i,e. when the 
wedge is of iniinitcsinial strength. Practically the wedge 
has the greatest splitting power when it is made with as 
small an angle as is consistent with its strength. 


202 . If there he no friction between the wcrlgo and wood 
(though this is piiictically an iinnossible supposition), wo should huve 
X=0, and therefore * 


271 _ 
'P~ 


1 a 

■ = cosec -r. 

. a 2 

sin 2 


203 . If the force of compression exerted by the wood on llio 
wedge be great enough the force F iiuiy not be large enough to make 
the wedge on the point of motion down ; in fact tljo wedge may be on 
the point of being forced out. 

If 1)6 the value of P in this case, its value is found by changing 
the sign of fi in Art, 201, so that we should have 

sin - \ 
cos A 

If 5 be>X, the value of Pj is positive. 

2 


If ~ be < X, Pi is negative and the wedge could therefore only be 

A 



254 


STATICS 


on tlie pumt of slipping out if a pull were applied to its upper 
surface. 

If the wedge will just stick fast without the application of 

Is 

any force. 

Bac. Prove that the mill tiplicat ion of foice produced by a scrow- 
press, in which the distance between bucocssive threads is c and the 
power is applied at the extremities of a cro6S>bar of length 2&, is the 
same as that produced by a thin isosceles wedge of angle a such that 

Bin^=c-^49rl>. 

204r. Friction exerts such an important influence on 
the practical working of machines that the theoretical 
inTestigations are not of much actual use and recourse 
must for any particular machine be had to experiment. 
The fuothod is the same for all kinds of machines. 


Thp velocity-ratio can be obtained by experiment ; for 
in all machines it equals the distance through which the 
effort ipoves divided by the corresponding distance through 
which the weight, or resistance, moves. Call it w. 

Lot the weight raised be W, Then the theoretical 

W 

effort jPq, corresponding to no friction, is — . kind by 

n 

experiment tlie actual value of the eflbrt P which jusb 

raises W The actual mechanical advantage of the machine 

W P 

is --p , and tlie eiflciency of it is, by Art. 198, p • The 


product of the efficiency and the velocity ratio — 


Po W 
P'Po 


ss the mechanical advantage. 


W 

P 


205. As an example take the case of a class-room model of 
a diiXerential wheel and axle on which some experiments were 
performed. The machine was not at all in good condition and was 
not cleaned before use, and no lubricants were used for the bearings of 
either it or its pulley. 

With the notation of Art. 164 the values of a, &» and c were found 
to be 1^1 8» mid 6| inches, so that the value of the velocity ratio n 
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This value was also verified by experiment; for it was found that for 
every inch that W went up, P went down nine inches. 

P was measured by means of weights put into a scale-pan whose 
weight is included in that of P ; similarly for W, 

The weight of the pulley to which W is attached was also included 
in the weight of W. 

The corresponding values of P and ir, in grammes' weight are 
given in the following table ; tlie value of P was that which just over- 
came the weight W, The third column gives the corresponding values 
of Pq , t.c. the efiort which would have been required had there been 
no frictional resistances. 


77 

r 

r-'I 

'> n 

jj 

II 

50 

28 

5*65 

•2 

1-79 


36 

11*11 

*31 

2*78 


45 

16*67 

•37 

8-3 


60 

27*78 

•46 

417 


90 

50 

•56 

5 

650 

119 

72*22 

•61 

5*46 

850 

147 

94*44 

*04 

6-JB 

1060 

175 

116*67 

*07 

6 

1260 

203 

138*88 

•08 

616 

1460 

232 

161*11 

*004 

C-25 


The fourth column gives the values of E, the corresponding 
efficiency, and the latjt column gives the values of il/, the nioohanical 
advantages. 

On plotting out on squared paper the above results, which the 
student should do for himself, the points giving P are found to 
roughly be on a straight lii^p going through the third and last of 
the above. Hence, according to the theory of graphs, the relation 
between P and W is of the form JP=saTF+b, where a and b are 
constants. 

Also P«45 when 7r=150, and P=232 when Tr=1450. 

45 = 160a -h 6 and 232 » 1450a 6. 

Solving, we have a=*144 and 5=23*4 approximately, so that 
P= *14477+ 23*4. 

This is called the Law of the Machine. 

Also P,=ilF=-1117r. 

.1447r+28-4’ 
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■* *144 fr+ 23-4 * 

• These give E and M for any weight TT. 

The values of E and M get bigger as W increases. Assuming the 
above value of E to be true for all values of ir, then its greatest value 
is when iris infinitely great, and 

‘111 1. 4. rrrr 

=Ti44="''’°"t - 77 . 

BO that in this macliinc at least 23 of the work put into it 
is lost. 

The coiTosiJonding greatest value of the mechanical advantage 
s=--^= about 7. 


If the machine had been well cleaned and lubricated before the 
experiment, much better results would have been obtained. 


206 . Just as in the example of the last article, 
so, with any other machine, the actual efficiency is found 
to fall considerably short of unity. 

There is one practical advantage which, in general, 
belongs to inaohinos having a comparatively small 
efficiency. 

It can l)e shewn that, in any machine in wJiich the 
magnitude of the effort applied has no effect on the 
friction, the load does not run down of its own accord 
when no effort is applied provided that the efficiency is less 
than J. 

Examples of such machines are a Screw whose pitch is 
small and whose “ Power or effort is applied horizontally 
as in Art. 178, and an Inclined Plane where the effort acta 
up the plane as in Art. 194. 

In machines where the friction does depend on the 
effort applied no such general rule can be theoretically 
proved, and each case must be considered separately. 
But it may be taken as a rough general rule that where 
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the effort has a comparatively small effect on the amount of 
friction then the load will not run down if the efficiency be 
less than Such a machine is said not to ** reverse” 
or “overhauL” 

Thus in the case of the Differential Pulley (Art. 165), 
as usually constructed the efficiency is loss than and the 
load W does not run ISown when no force P is applied, that 
is, when the machine is left alone and the chain let go. 

This property of not overhauling compensates, in great 
measure, for the comparatively small efficiency. 

In a wheel and axle the mechanical advantage is 
usually great and the efficiency usually considerably more 
than ; but the fact that it reverses does not always make 
it a more useful machine than the Diffejrential Pulley. 

The .student, who desires further information as to the 
practical working of machines, should consult Sir ifobert 
Ball’s Ex^ierimenial MecUanios or works on Applied 
Mechanics. 


EXAMPLES. XXXn. 


1, How much work is done in drawing a load of 8 cwt. up a rough 
Inclined plane, whose height is 3 feet and base 20 feet, the coefficient 
of friction being ? 


2. A weight of 10 tons is dragged in half an hour through a 
length of 830 feet up an inclined plane, of inclination 80®, the co- 
efficient of friction being find tbe work expended and the b.p. of 
the engine which could do the work. 

3. A tank, 24 feet long, 12 feet broad, and 16 feet deep, is filled 
by water from a well the surface of which is always 80 feet below the 
top of the tank; find the work done in filling the tank, and the h.p« 
of an engine, whose efficiency is *6, that will fill the tank In 4 hours. 
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The diameter of the uiroular piston of a steam engine is 
60 inches and it mokes 11 strokes per minute, the length of each 
stroke being 8 feet, the mean pressure per square inch on the piston 
being 15 lbs., and the efiicicnoy of the engine *65. Find the number 
of cubic feet of water that it will raise per hour from a well whose 
depth is 800 feet, on the supposition that no work is wasted. 

6. The diameter of the piston of on engine is 80 inches, the mean 
pressure of steam 12 lbs. per square inch, the length of the stroke 
10 feet and the number of double strokes per minute is 11. The 
engine is found to raise 42 J cub. ft. of water per minute from a depth 
of 500 fathoms. Shew that its eOiciency is *6 nearly. 

6. The radii of a wheel and axle are 4 feet and 6 inches. If a force 
of 56 lbs. wt. is required to overcome a resistance of 200 lbs. wt. what 
is the efficiency of the machine? 

7. In some experiments with a block and tackle (second system of 
pulley^, in which the velocity-ratio was 4, the weights lifted were 10, 
80, and 160 lbs. and the corresponding values of the effort were 23, 58, 
and 85 lbs. Find the efficiency in each case. 

3. f With a certain machine it is found that, with efforts equal to 
12 and 7*5 lbs. wt. respectively, resistances equ^ to 700 and 300 lbs. 
wt. are overcome; assuming that P=ia+5ir, find the values of 
a and 5. 

9. In some expeilmeuls with a screw-jack the values of the load TV 
were 150, 180, 210, 240 and 270 lbs. wt. and the corresponding values 
of the effort P were found to be 20*9, 22-7, 26*75, 28*4 and 31*4 lbs. wt. ; 
plot the results on squared pa^r and assuming that I=a+hlVp find 
the approximate values of a and 5. 

10. In some experiments with a model blocks and tackle (the 
second system of pulleys), the values of W (including the weight of 
the lower block) and P expressed in grammes’ weight were found to 
be as IoUowb: 

Tr=75, 175, 275, 475. 675, 876, 1075; 

P=25, 48, 71, 1X9, 166, 214, 264. 

Also there were five strings at the lower block. Find an approxi- 
mate relation between P and W and the oorresponding values for the 
efficiency and mechanical advantage. 

Draw the graphs of P, P^, ■&, and M, 



xxxn FRicTiojsr 259 

11. The following table gives the load in tons upon a crane, and 
the ooiresponding effort in lbs. wt. : 

Load 1, 3, 5. 7, 8, 10, 11. 

Effort 9, 20, 28, 87, 42, 51, 56. 

Find the law of the machine, and calculate the efUciency at the 
loads 5 and 10 tons given that the velocity-ratio is 500. 

12. A weight is lifted by a screw-jack, of pitch J inch, the force 
being applied at right angles to a lever of length 13 inches. The 
values of the weight in tons, and the correspon^ng force in lbs., are 
given in the following table: 

Weight 1, 2-5, 5, 7, 8, 10. 

Force 24, 32, 46, 57, 63, 73. 

Find the law of the machine, and calculate its efficiency for the 
weights 4 and 9 tons. 


9 -* 



CHAPTER XIV. 


FllICTION {cmitinued). 


207 * In this chapter we give some further examples 
of the solution of problems where friction is involved. 


Bx. 1. A uniform ladder is in equilibrium, tvith me end resting on the 
ground, and the other end against a vertical wall; if the ground and 
wall he both rough, the coefficients of friction being fi and gf respectively, 
and i/ the ladder be on the point of slippittg at both ends, find the 
inclination of the ladder to the horizon. 


Let AB be the ladder, and G its centre oC gravity ; let B and S be 
the normal reactions at A and B re- 
spectively ; the end A of Lhw ladder ia 
on the point of slipplng/rowi the wall, 
and hence the friction g.B is towards 
the wall; the end B is on the point 
of motion vertically downwards, and 
therefore the friction ;i'S acts upwards. 

Let $ be the inclination of the lad- 
der to the ground, and 2a its length. 

Besolving horizontally and ver- ^ ^ uR \ 

tically, we have ~ 

( 1 ), 

and B+/i'8=zlV (2). 

Also, taking moments about A, we have 



Tr.aoo3 0=/*'5.2aoos^+S.2a sin^, 


/. W cos 6=2S{/d cos ^+sin B) (3). 

From (1) and (2), we have 

and + (4). 



FRICTION 


261 


By (3) and (4), we have, by division, 

ooBd _ 2(a' cos d+ Bind) 

COS ^ ( 1 — /t/t') = 2/* Bin 6 , 
Henco tan 6 = — . 

2/t 


Otherwise thus; 

Let X and V be the angles of friction at A and i?; draw AC making 
an angle X with the normal at A^ and HG making an angle X' with 
the normal at il, as in the figure. 

By Art. 1B9. AO and BC are the directions of tho resultant re- 
actions at A and B. 

The ladder is kept in equilibrium by these resultant reactions and 
its weight; hence their directions must meet in a point and therefore 
the vertical line through G must pass through C. 

Formula (1) of Art. 79 gives 

(a -i- tt) cot CGB = a cot A CG - a cot BCG, 


2 tan d =cot X - tan X' — — ti\ 
A* 

.'. tan^=: — v~. 

2fi 


Sx. 3. A ladder is placed in a given position ivith one end resting 
on tJie ground and the other against a vertical wall. If the ground aivd 
wall he both roughs the angles of friction being X and X' respectively ^ 
find by a graphic construction hmo high a man can ascend the ladder 
without its slipping. 

Let AB (Fig. Ex. 1) be tho ladder. 

!Draw AC and BC making the angles of friction with tho normals 
at A and B to the wall and ground respectively. 

Draw CQ vertically to meet AB in G, If the centre of gravity of 
the man and ladder together be between A and G tho ladder will rest ; 
if not, it will slide. 

For if this centre of gravity be between G and B tho vertical 
through it will meet BC, the limiting direction of friction at B, 
in a point P such that the Z PAH is greater than the angle of friction 
at A, and so equilibrium will be impossible. 

If this centre of gravity be between G and A equilibrium will bo 
possible; for even if the friction were limiting at A the vertical 
through this centre of gravity would meet yfC in a point P such that 
the angle PBS would be <X% so that equilibrium would be possible. 
Bimilorly we may shew that if the friction be limiting at B, there is 
still equilibrium. 

If then Gi he the centre of gravity of the ladder, G^ the highest 
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possible position of the man, and Wj and be their respective 
weights, then is determined by the relation 
W^,QG^=W^,GG^. 

EXAMPLES. XXXin. 

1, A uniform ladder, 13 foot long, rests with one end against a 
smooth vertical wall and the other on a rough horizontal plane at a 
point 5 feet from the wall ; find the friction between the ladder and 
the ground, if the weight of the ladder be 66 lbs. 

2, A uniform ladder rests with one end on a horizontal floor and 
the other against a vertical wall, the coefficients of friction being 
respectively 7 and ^ ; find the inclination of the ladder when it is 
about to slip. 

3. If in the last example the coefficient of friction in each case be 

shew that the ladder will slip when its inclination to the vertical is 

tan*“^J. 

4. A uniform ladder rests in limiting equilibrium with one end 
on a rough floor, whose coefficient of friction is jn, and with the other 
against a smooth 'vertical wall ; shew that its inclination to the vertical 
is tan~^ (2 ;a). 

* 

5, A uniform ladder is placed against a wall ; if the ground and 
wall be equally rough, the coefficient of friction being tan shew that 
the limiting inclination of the ladder to the vertical is 20, 

When the ladder is in this position can it be ascended without its 
slipping? 

6, A uniform ladder rests in limiting equilibrium with one end 
on a rough horizontal plane, and the other against a smooth vertical 
wall ; a man then ascends the ladder ; shew that he cannot go more 
than half-way up. 

7. A uniform ladder rests with one end against a smooth vertical 
wall and the other on the ground, the coefficient of friction being f ; 
if the inclination of the ladder to the ground be 46^, shew that a man, 
whose weight is equal to that of the l^der, can just ascend to fhe.top 
of the laddW without its slipping. 

8. A uniform ladder, of length 70 feet, rests against a vertical 
wall with which it makes an angle of 45°, the coefficients of friction 
tetween the ladder and the wall and ground respectively being -g imd 

If a man, whose weieht is one-half that of the ladder, ascend the 


NT' iHBiTJliTiwlifoiBrilrerTif?! 


If a boy now stand on the bottom nmg of the ladder what must be 
his least weight so that the man may go to the top of the ladder ? 
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6, Two equal ladders, of weight tr, are placed so as to lean against 
each other with their ends resting on a rough horizontal floor ; given 
the coefficient of friction, /u, and the angle 2a, that they make with 
each other. And what weight on the top would cause them to slip. 

Explain the meaning of the result when tan or</i. 

10, A uniform ladder rests, at an angle of 45° with the horizon, 
with its upper extremity against a rough vertical wall and its lower 
extremity on the ground. If fi and pif be the coefficients of limiting 
friction between the ladder and the ground and wall respectively, shew 
that the least horizontal force which will move the lower extremity 

towards the wall is i IF . . 

1 — /* 

11. In Ex. 9 if the weight bo placed at the middle point of one 
leg and be heavy enough to cause (flipping, sliew that the other log 
will be the one that will slide first. 


208. Sz. 1. A uniform cylinder is placed with its plane hose 
on a rough inclined plane and the inclination of the plane to the 
horizon is gradually increased; sheio that the cylinder will topple over 
before it slides if the ratio of the diameter of the base of the e^linder 
to its height he less than the coefficient of friction. 

Let </> be the inclination of the plane to the horizon when the 
cylinder is on the poinc of tumbling over. 

The vertical Hne through the centre of p 
gravity O of the cylinder must just fall 
within the base. 

Hence, if AB be the base, the line GA 
must be vertical. 

Let C be the middle point of the base, 
r its radius, and let h be the height of the 
cylinder, 

.*. tan ^acot CAG=; ~ « (1). 

CG h ' ^ 

Also the incimation $ of the plane to the horizon, when the 
cylinder is about to slide, is given by 

ton (2). 

Hence the cylinder will topple before it slides if ^ be less than 9, 

{.<!.. U^be<M. 

* A 
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Bx. A rectangle ABCD retie on a vertical plane, with its hose 
AB on a rough table; a gradually increasing force cLcts along DC; will 
equilibrium he hroiccn by sliding or toppliTig t 

Let F be the force, and W the weight of the rectangle. 

Let and BC= h. 

If the rectangle topples it will clearly 
turn about B, and this will be when the 
ZDoments of F and W about B just balance, 

i.e., when F.h=W .a (1). 

Also the rectangle will slide when F is 
equal to the limiting friction, 

i.e,, when F=ij.W (2). 

The rectangle will topple or slide ac- 
cording as the yalue of F given by (1) is less 
or greater than the value of F given by (2), 

Le.y according as-**^^, 

«>■ 

t.e., according as is ^ the ratio of the base to twice the height of the 
rectangle. 



. EXAMPLES. XXXIV. 

1. A cylinder rests with its circular base on a rough mclined 
plane, the coefficient of friction being Pind the inclination of tlio 
plane and the relation between the height and diameter of the base of 
the cylinder, so that it may be on the point of sliding and also of 
toppling over. 

2. A solid cylinder rests on a rough horizontal plane with one of 
its flat ends on the plane, and is acted on by a horizontal force through 
the centre of its upper end ; if this force be just sufficient to move 
the solid, shew that it will slide, and not topple over, if the coefficient 
of friction be less than the ratio of the r^us of the base of the 
cylinder to its height. 

3. An equilateral triangle rests in a vertical plane with its base 
resting on a rough horizontal plane ; a g^radually increasing horizontal 
force acts on its vertex in the plane of the triangle ; prove that the 
triangle will slide before it turns about the end of its base, if the 
coefficient of friction be less than 

4. A conioal sugarloaf , whose height is equal to twice the diameter 
of its base, stands on a table rough enough to prevent sliding ; one 
end is gently raised till the sugarloaf is on the point of falling over ; 
And the inclination of the plane to the horizon in this position. 
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5. A oone, of given vertical angle 2a, rests on a rough plane ^hich 
is inclined to the horizon. As the inclination of the plane is in- 
creased, shew that the cone will slide, before it topples over, if the 
ooedicient of friction be less than 4 tan a. 

6. A right cone is placed with its base on a rough inclined piano ; 

if be the coefficient of friction, find the angle of the cone when 

yo 

it is on the point of both slipping and turning over. 


7. A cone rests on a rough table, and a cord fastened to the vertex 
of the cone passes over a smooth pulley at the same height as the top 
of the cone, and supports a weight. Bhew that, if the weight be con- 
tinually increased, the cone will turn over, or slide, according as the 
coefficient of friction is or <tana, where a is the semi-vertical 
angle of the cone. 


8, A cubical block rests on a rough inclined plane with its edges 
par^lel to the edges of the plank. If, as the plank is gradually raised, 
the block turn on it before slipping, what is the least value that the 
coefficient of friction can have? 

9, The triangular lamina ABOy right-angled at JB, stands With BC 
upon a rough horizontal plane. If the plane be gradually tilted round 
an axis in its own plane perpendicular to BQy so that the angle B is 
lower than the angle C, shew that the lamina will begin to ^ide, or 
topple over, according as the coefficient of friction is less, or greater, 
than tan A. 


10. A square uniform metallic plate ABCB rests with its side BG 
on a perfectly rough plane inclined to the horizon at an angle a. A 
string AP attached to A, the highest point of the plate, and passing 
over a smooth pulley at P, the vertex of the plane, supports a weight 
«i7, and AP is horizontal. If W be the weight of the plate, shew that, 
as vj increases, it will begin to turn when 


w>~W 


1+tan a 
2 


11. A block, of weight one ton, is in the form of a rectangular 
parallelopiped, 8 feet high, standing on a square base whose side is 
6 feet. It is placed on a rough weightless board with the sides of its 
base parallel to the length and breadth of the board, and the centre 
of the base is distant 6 feet from one extremity of the board. The 
board is now tilted round this extremity until, the block topples with- 
out ^dlng ; find the work done. 
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SM. Bic. A unifunti rod rtsutt in limiting equilibrium within 
a rmgh hollow ephete; if the rod subtend an angle 2a at the centre 
of the spiiere^ and if \ he the angle of friction, shew that the angle 
of inclination of the rod to the horizon is 




ptfln (g+X) — tan (g- 



Let AB be the rod, G its centre of gravity, and O the centre of the 
sphere, so that 

Z GOA=: I GOB=^a, 

Through A and B draw 
lines A C and BC making an 
angle X with the lines join- 
ing A and B to the centre. 

By Art. 189, these* are the 
directions of the resultant 
reactions, B and 8^ at A and 
B respectively. 

Since these reactions and 
the weight keep the rod in 
equilibrium, the vertical line 
through G must pass through C, 

Let AD be the horizontal line drawn through A to meet CG in D 
so thabthe angle GAD is $. 

The angle Z OA(?-X=90®-a-X, 

and the angle CBGs= I OBG+X=90^-a+X. 

Hence theorem (2) of Art. 79 gives 

(a + a) cot CGB = u cot CAB « a cot CBA, 
i.e, 2 tan 5=oot (90® - a- X) - oot (90® - a+X) 

s=tan(a+X)-tan(a-X) (1). 



OtharwlM tbiu; The solution may be also obtained by using the 
conditions of Art. 88. 

Besolving the forces along the rod, we have 

iicos(90®-tt-X)-8foo8 (90®-a+X)sBTrBin(?, 


i.e, B sin (a + X) - 8 sin (a - X) s TT sin $ (2). 

Besolving perpendicular to the rod, we have 

jRoos (a+X)-pAfoos(a-X)3:7rooa^ (3). 

By taking momenta about A, we have 

. AB sin (90® - a i- X) =x TF. A (7 oos 

{.s. 2Boos(a-X)=siroos^ (4). 

From equations (S) and (4), we have 


B cos (a -f X) s? B 008 (a - X) s: oos 
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Substituting these 'values of R and 8 in (2), we have 
tan (a + X) - tan (a -X) = 2 tan d. 

Numerical example. If the rod subtend a right angle at the centre 
of the sphere, shew that its inclination to the horizon is twice the 
angle of friction. 

910. Bz. Ttoo hodiee^ of weighte and JFq, are placed on an 
inclined plane and are connected hy a light string which coincides with 
a line of greatest slope of the plane; if the cocjicients of friction 
between the bodies and the plane be respectively and find the 
inclination of the plane to the horizon when both bodies are on the point 
of motion^ it being assumed that the smoother body is below the other. 

The lower body would slip when the inclination is tan~^f( 2 , but the 
npper would not do so till the inclina- 
tion had the value tan“i When the 
two are tied together the inclination for 
slipping would be between these two 
values. Let it be ^ and let 22] and 
be the normal reactions of the bodies; 
also let T be the tension of the string. 

The frictions and both 
act up the plane. 

For the equilibrium of we have 

TFi sin ^ =s r+ • 
and TTi 008 ^= 2 ?]. 

r= TT] (sin ^ cos (1). 

For the equilibrium of TFq, we have 

Ti2sin^+ r=A£sj22j,, 

and W^cosd =22a. 

sin 0= TTg (/*gOas 0 - sin 0) (2). 

Hence, from (1) and (2), 

TT] (sind-AtiCosd)=Tra(A«aCos^-Bin^). 

/, {Wi + Tfy sin 0=:[Wifiti + cos 0. 

tan^=s 

Sz. 1. Two equal bodies are placed on a rough inclined plane, 
being connected by a light string; if the coefficients of friction be 
respectively ^ and shew that they will both be on the point of 
motion when the inclination of the plane is tan~^Y^. 

Bz. 9. Shew that the latest angle at which a piano may be 
inclined to the horizon so that three equal bodies, whose coefficients 
of friction ore f , f i and f respectively, when rigidly connected together, 
may rest on it without slipping, is tan**^ 


1^1+ TFa • 
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311. Sz. A particle it placed on a rough planer tohose inclintt- 
tion to the horizon is a, arid is acted upon hy a force P acting parallel 
to the plane and in a direction making an angle p with the line of 
greatest slope in the plane; if the coefficient of friction he p. and the 
equilibrium he limiting, find the direction in which the body will begin 
to move. 


VR 



Let JV be the weight of the particle, and B the normal reaction. 

The forces perpendicular to the in- 
clined plane must vanish. 

J2=TFcosa ....(1). 

The other component of the weight 
will be W sin a, acting down the line of 
greatest slope. 

Let the friction, jjJt, act in the direc- 
tion JB, making an angle 6 with the 
line of greatest slope, so that the particle 
would begin to move in the direction BA produced. 

Since the forces acting along the surface of the plane are in equi- 
librium, we have, by Lami’s Theorem, 

pB ^ W sin a ^ P 
slap sin (^+^) ” sin 0 

From (1) and (2), eliminating B and W, we have 

« 72 sin a sin p 

cos a = • 

W pBiu{0-i-p) 

_ . /« tan a sin /3 

Hence sin -f- 5) = — 

p. 

giving the angle $. 


.( 2 ). 


( 3 ). 


Numerical Example. Suppose the inclination of the plane to be 
30°, the coefficient of friction to be and the angle between the force 
P and the lino of greatest slope to be 30°. 

In this case we have 




(4). 


Hence 0 is 30°, and the body begins to slide down the plane in a 
direction making an angle of 30° with the line of greatest slope. 

ir 

The force P could be easily shewn to be 

D 


If the force be on the point of overcoming the weight, it can be 
easDy shewn for it follows from (4), since another solution is ^=90°], 
that the friction pit acts horizontally, so that the particle would start 
in a horizontal direotion, and that the corresponding value of P is 




FRICTION 


269 


EXAMPLES, XXXV. 


1, A ladder, ivhose centre of gravity divides it into two portions 
of length a and &, rests with one end on a rough horizontal floor, and 
the other end against a rough vertical wall. If the ooeiHcients of 
friction at the floor and wall be respectively and /t', shew that the 
inclination of the ladder to the floor, when the equilibrium is limiting, 

tan-i—T-ff.. 

^(a + b) 


is 


2. A weightless rod is supported horizontally between two rough 
inclined planes at right angles to etich other, the angle of friction X 
being less than the inclination of either plane. Shew that the length 
of that portion of the rod on which a weight may be placed without 
producing motion is sin 2a.sin2X of the whole length of the rod, 
where a is the inclination of either plane to the horizon. 


3. A heavy uniform rod is placed over one and under the other of 
two horizontal pegs, so that the rod lies in a vertical plane; shew that 
the length of the shortest rod which will rest in such a position is 
a(l+tanaootX), 

where a is the distance between the pegs, a is the angle of inclination 
to the horizon of the lino joining them, and X is the angle of friction. 


4. A uniform heavy rod, 1 foot long, one end of which Is rough 
and the other smooth, rests within a circular hoop in a vertical plane, 
the radius of the hoop being 10 inches. If the rod is in limiting equi- 
librium when its rough end is at the lowest point of the hoop, show 
that the coefficient of friction is f 7. 

5. A heavy uniform rod rests with its extremities on a rough cir- 

cular hoop fixed in a vertical plane; the rod subtends an angle of 120’’ 
at the centre of the hoop, and in the limiting position of equilibrium 
is inclined to the horizon at an angle If being the 

coefficient of friction, shew that 

ton 6 % tan 2a :: 2 : 

6. Ji and B are two small equal heavy rings which slide on a rough 

horizontal rod, the coefficient of friction being Another equal 
heavy ring O slides on a weightless smooth string connecting A and B ; 
shew that, in the position of limiting equilibrium, ABO is an equi- 
lateral triangle. 

7. One end of a heavy uniform rod AB con slide along a rough 
horizontal rod AO, to which it is attached by a ring; B and 0 are 
joined by a string. If ABO be a right angle when the rod is on the 
point of sliding, /a the coefficient of friction, and a the angle between 
AB and the verti^, shew that 


tana 
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8. A nnifurm rod slides with its ends on two fixed eqnallj rough 
rods, one being vertical and the other inclined at an angle a to the 
horizon. Shew that the inclination 6 to the horizon of the movable 
rod, when it is on the point of sliding, ii^ given by 


tane»= 


1 2/ 4 tan g - 

2(tana‘‘t/4) 


0. A uniform ladder, whose length is a and whose weight is TF, 
makes an angle $ with the horizontal, and rests with one end against 
a vertical wall and the other upon a horizontal floor, the wall and 
floor being equally rough, and the coefficient of friction being tan X. 
Shew that a man, whose weight is P, can never get nearer to the top of 

41 . 1 * 1 . iroot2X+PootX-(ir+P)tand . 

the ladder than ^ 


10. The poles supporting a lawn-tennis net are kept in a vertical 
TOsition by guy ropes, one to each pole, which pass round pegs 2 feet 
distant from the poles. If the coefficient of limiting friction between 
the ropes and pegs be shew that the inclination of the latter to the 
vertical must not be less than tan~^ height of the poles being 

4 feet. 


11. A chest in the form of a rectan^ar parallelepiped, whose 
weight 'Without the lid is 200 lbs., and width from bock to front 1 foot, 
has a lid weighing 50 lbs. and stands with its back 6 inches from a 
smooth wall and parallel to it. If the lid be open and lean against the 
wall, find the least coefficient of friction between the chest and the 
ground that there may be no motion. 

12. A heavy circular disc, whose plane is vertical, is kept at rest 
on a rough inclined plane by a string parallel to the plane and touch- 
ing the circle. Show that the disc will slip on the plane if the 
coefficient of friction be less than ^ tan i, where i is the slope of the 


13. A particle resting on a rough table, whose ooefficient of 
friction is /a, is fastened by a string, of length a, to a fixed point A on 
the table. Another stiing is fastened to the particle and, after passing 
over the smooth edge of the table, supports an equal particle l^ging 
freely. Shew that the particle on the table will rest at any point P 
of the oixole, whose centre is A and whose radius is a, which is such 
that the stri^ AP is kept taut and the distance of the second string 
from A is not greater than pta. 


14. A heavy rod, of length 2a, lies over a rough peg with one 
extremity leaning against a rough vertioal wall; if e be the stance of 
the peg from the w^ and X be the angle of friction both at the peg 
and the wall, shew that, when the point of contact of the rod with the 
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wall is above the peg, then the rod is on the point of sliding^down- 
wards when 


sin* ^=-cos®X, 
a 

where $ is the inclination of the rod to the wall: If the point of 
contact of the rod and wall be below the peg, prove that the rod is on 
the point of slipping downwards when 

sin^ d sin (^+ 2\) =^oos® X, 

and on the point of slipping upwards when 

sin® 0 sin {$ - 2X) = ^ cos® X. 

15. A circular disc, of radius a and weight W, is placed within a 
smooth sphere, of radius b, and a f^rticle, of weight w, is placed on 
the disc. If the coefficient of friction b^^een the particle and the 
disc be fi, find the greatest distance from the centre of the disc at 
which the particle can rest. 

16. A smooth sphere, of jg^ven weight IT, rests between a vertical 
wall and a prism, one of whose faces rests on a horizonbiJ plane ; if the 
coefficient of friction between the horizontal plane and the prism be fi, 
shew that the least weight of the prism consistent with equihibrium is 

jjr ^ where a is the inclination to the horizon of the face 

in contact with the sphere. 

17. Two equal rods, of length 2a, are fastened together so as to 
form two sides of a square, and one of them rests on a rough peg. 
Shew that the limiting distances of the points of contact from the 

middle point of the rod are where fi is the coefficient of 

friction. 


18. Two uniform rods, AO an^ ^,(7, are rigidly joined at C so 
that they form one uniform bent rod^^hose two portions ore at right 
angles. This bent rod is supported on the edra of a rough timle 
wmeh touches AO at its middle point. If BO be three times AO, 
shew. that the tangent of the inclination of AC to the horizon is 

Find also the least value of the coefficient of friction that the rod 
may rest with the point A on the edge of the table. 

19, A heavy string rests on two given inclined planes, of the same 
material, pasring over a small puUey at their common vertex. If the 
string be on the point of motion, &ew' that the line joining its two 
ends is inclined to the horizon at the angle of friction. 
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20. On n rough inclined plane {;i» a weight W is just supported 
by a force y acting up the plane and parallel to it. Find the 

magnitude and direction of the least additional force, acting olong 

W 

the plane, which will prevent motion when the force ^ acts along 

ji 

the plane, but at 60° with the line of greatest slope. 


21. A weight JP" is laid upon a rough plane inclined 

at 45° to the horizon, and is connected by a string passing through a 
smooth ring. A, at the top of the plane, with a weight P hanging 
vertically. If shew that, if 0 be the greatest possible inclina- 

tion of the string AW to the line of greatest slope in the plane, then 

o V2 
oos^ = -^. 

Find also the direction in which W would commence to move. 


22, A weight JF rests on a rough inclined plane inclined at an 
angle a to the horizon, and the coefficient of friction is 2 tan a. Shew 
that the least horizontal force along the plane which will move the 
body is IF sin a, and that the body will hagin to move in a direction 
inclined^at 60° to the line of greatest slope on the plane. 

23. 1* two equal weights, unequally rough, be connected by a 
light rigid rod and be plac^ on an inclined plane whose inclination, 
a, to the horizon is the angle whose tangent is the geometric mean 
between the coefficients of friction, shew that the greatest possible 
inclination to the line of greatest slope which the rod can make when 

at rest is cos-^ 

friction. 


, where and are the coefficients of 


24. A heavy particle is placed on a rough plane inclined at an 
angle a to the horizon, and is connected by a stretched weightless 
string .4P to a fixed point A in the plane. If AB be the line of greatest 
slope and 0 the angle PAB when the particle is on the point of 
slipping, shew that Bin^=fioota. 

Interpret the result when cot a is greater than unity. 

25. A hemispherical shell rests on a rough plane, whose angle of 
friction is X; shew that the inclination of the jSane base of the rim 
to the horizon cannot be greater than sin-^(2BinX). 

26. A solid homogeneous hemisphere rests on a rough horizontal 
plane and against a smooth vertical ^1. Shew that, if the coefficient 
of friction be greater than the hemisphere can rest in any position 
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and, if it be less, the least angle that the base of the hemisphere eon 
make with the vertical is cos"* ^ . 


If the wall be rough (coefficient of friction /<') shew that this angle 
is COB-* 


27e ^ heavy homogeneous hemisphere rests ^ith its oonvoz sur- 
face in contact with a rough inclined plane; shew that the greatest 
possible inclination of the plane to the horizon is sm~^f. 

Shew that a homogeneous sphere cannot rest in equilibrimn on any 
inclined plane, whatever its roughness. 


28. If 0 , hemisphere rest in equilibrium with its curved surface 
in contact with a rough plane inclined to the horizon at an angle 
Bln~^ find the inclination of the plane base of the hemisphere to 
the vertical. 


29. A uniform hemisphere, of radius a and weight TT, rests with 
its spherical surface on a horizontal plane, and a rough particle, of 
weight W\ rests on the plane surface ; shew that the distance of the 

particle from the centre of the plane face is not greater than > 

where is the coefficient of friction. 


30. A sphere, whose radius is a and whose centre of gravity is at 
a distance c from the centre, rests in limiting equilibrium on a rough 
plane inclined at on angle a to the horizon ; shew that it may be 
turned through an angle 

- ./asinaX 

20O8-*(^-^j, 

and still be in limiting equilibrium. 
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212. Bodies connected by smooth hinges. 

When two bodies are hinged together, it usually happens 
that, either a rounded end of one l>ody fits loosely into 
a prepared hollow in the other body, as in the case of 
a ball-and-socket joint; or that a round pin, or other 
separate fastening, passes through a hole in each body, as 
in the case of the hinge of a door. 

In either case, if the bodies be smooth, the action on 
each body at the hinge consists of a single 
force. Let the figure represent a section 
of the joint connecting two bodies. If 
it be smooth the actions at all the points 
of the joint pass through the centre of the 
pin and thus have as resultant a single 
force passing through 0 . Also the action 
of the hinge on the one body is equal and opposite to the 
action of the hinge on the other body; for forces, equal 
and opposite to these actions, keep the pin, or fastening, in 
equilibrium, since its weight is negligible. 
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If the joint he not smooth, then at the points of contact A, Bf 0, 
D, ... there will also be frictional resistanocs acting in directions per* 
pendiciilar to OA, OU, OC , .... The forces acting on such a joint will 
not, in general, reduce to a single force but to a force and a couple 
(Art. 87). 

In solving questions concerning smooth hinges, the 
direction and magnitude of the action at the hinge are 
usually both unknown. Hence it is generally most cou- 
V'enient to assume the action of a smooth hinge on one 
body to consist of two unknown components at right angles 
to one another ; the action of the hinge on the other body 
will then consist of components equal and opposite to 
these. 

The forces acting on each body, together with the 
actions of the hinge on it, are in equilibrium, and the 
general conditions of equilibrium of Art 83 will now apply. 

In order to avoid mistakes as to the components of 
the reaction acting on each body, it is convenient, as in 
the second figure of the following example, not to pro- 
duce the beams to meet but to leave a space between 
them. 


913. fix. Three equal uniform rods, each of wdgM W, are 
smoothly jointed so as to form an equilateral triangle. If the system 
he supported at the middle point of one of the rods, shew that the 

action at the lowest angle is ^ W, and that at each of the others is 



Let ABO be the triangle formed by the rods, and D the middle 
point of the side AB at which the system is supported. 


Let the action of the hinge at A on the rod AB consist of two 
components, respectively equ^ to Y and X, acting in vertical and 
horizontal directions; hence the action of the hinge on AC consists 
of components equal and opposite to these. 

Since the whole system is symmetrical about the vertical line 
through D, the action at B will consist of components, also equal to 
Y and Z, as in the figure. 
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Let tlie action of the hinge O on CB consist of vertically np« 
words, and horizontally to the right, so that the action of the same 
hinge on CA consists of two components opposite to these, as in the 
figure. 




For AB, resolving vertically, we have 

S=ir+2Y .(1), 

where S is the vertical reaction of the peg at 2). 

For CH, resolving horizontally and vertically, and taking moments 
about C, we have 

^ X+Xi=0 (2), 

(3), 

and W, a cos 60® + X.2a sin 60®= Y. 2a cos 60® (4). 

For CA, by resolving vertically, we have 


W=Y^Yj (5). 

From equations (3) and (5) we have 

^1=0, and Y=W’. 

Hence equation (4) is 

Z=jTrcot 60 », = 

Therefore, from (2), Xi= 


Also (1) gives S^SW, 

Hence the action of the hinge at B consists of a force tJX^+Y^ 
acting at an angle tan'* ^ (i.«. tan-i2Ay3), to the 
horizon; also the action of the hinge at C consists of a horizontal 
force equal to 

A priori reasoning would have shewn us that the action of the 
hinge at 0 must be horizontal; for the whole system is symmetrical 
about the line CD, and, unless the oom^nent Y^ vanished, the re- 
action at O would not satisfy the condition of symmetry. 
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EXAMPLES. X^VL 

1. Two equal uniform beams, AB and PC, are freely jointed at B 
and A is fixed to a hinge at a point in a wall about which AB can 
turn freely in a vertical plane. At what point in BC must a vertical 
force be applied to keep the two beams in one horizontal line, and 
what is the magnitude of the force? 

2. Two uniform beams, ^C and CB, are smoothly hinged together 
at C, and have their ends attached at two points, A and B, in the 
same horizontal line. If they be made of the same material and bo of 
total weight 60 lbs., and if each be inclined at an angle of 60° to the 
horizon, shew that the action of the hinge at the point C is a hori- 
zontal force of lbs. weight. 

3. A pair of compasses, each of whose legs is a uniform bar of 
weight TT, is supported, hinge downwards, by two smooth pegs placed 
at the middle points of the legs in the same horizontal line, the logs 
being kept apart at an angle 2a with one another by a weightless rod 
joining their extremities; shew that the thrust in this rod and that 
the action at the hinge are each cot a. 

4. Two equal uniform rods, AB and AC^ each of weight IT, aro 
smoothly joint^ at A and placed in a vertical plane with file ends B 
and C resting on a smooth table. Equilibrium is preserved by a 
string which attaches G to the middle point of AB. Shew that the 
tension of the string and the reaction of the rods at A are both 
equal to 

^ cosec a -J- 8 oos®"a, 

and that each is inclined at an angle tan"^ (I- tan a) to the horizon, 
where a is the inclination of either rod to the norizon. 

5. Two equal beams, AG and BG, freely jointed together at C, 
stand with their ends, A and P, in contact with a rough horizontal 
plane, and with the plane ABG vertical. If the coefficient of friction 
be shew that the angle AGB cannot be greater than a right angle, 
and find the thrust at G in any position of equilibrium. 

6. Three uniform heavy rods, AB, BC, and CA, of lengths 6, 4, 
and 3 feet respectively, are hinged together at their extremities to form 
a triangle. Shew that the whole balance, with AB horizontal, 
about a fulcrum which is distant of on inch from the middle point 
towards A. 

Prove also that the vertical components of the actions at the 

187 163 

hinges A and B, when the rod is balanced, are emd 

respectively, where W is the total weight of the rods* 



278 


STATICS 


Exs. XXXVI 


7. Two equal rods, AB and £(7, are jointed at and have their 
mid^e points connected by an inel^tio string of such a length that, 
when it is straightened, the angle ABC is a right angle ; if the system 
be freely suspended from the point A^ shew that the inclination of 
AB to the vertical will be ton"^ and find the tension of the string 
and the action at the hinge. 

8. Two equal bars, AB and BC, each 1 foot long and each of 
weight TF, are jointed together at B and suspended by strings OA, OB, 
and 00, each 1 foot long, from a fixed peg O ; find the tensions of the 
three strings and the magnitude of the action at the hinge, the strings 
and bars being all in one plane. 

9. Three uniform beams AB, BC, and CD, of the same thickness,, 
and of lengths 1, 21, and I respectively, are connected by smooth hinges 
at B and O, and rest on a perfectly smooth sphere, whose radius is 2Z, 
so that the middle point of BO and the extremities, A and I), are in 
contact with the sphere; shew that the pressure at the middle point 
of BO is of th^ weight of the beams. 

10. Three uniform rods AB, BC, and CD, whose weights are 
proportional to their lengths a, h, and e, are jointed at B and O and 
are in a horizontal position resting on two ]^gs P and Q; find the 
action^at the joints B and 0, and ^ew that the distance l^tween the 
pegs must be 

11. AB and ^0 are similar unifuriu rods, of length a, smoothly 
jointed at A. BD is a weightless bar, of length h, smoothly jointed 
at B, and fastened at J> to a smooth ring sliding on AC, The system 
is hung on a small smooth pin at A* Shew that the rod AO makes 
with the vertioaL on angle 

tan-i — . . 

12. A square figure ABCD is formed by four equal onifortn rods 
Jointed together, and the system is suspended from the joint A, and 
kept in the form of a square by a strmg conneoting A and C7; shew 
that the tension of the string is half the weight of the four rods, and 
find the direction and magnitude of the action at either of the joints 
B or JD. 

13. Pour equal rods are. jointed to^fiier to form a rhombus, 
and the opposite joints ore joined by stnngs forming the diagonals, 
and the whole aystem is ;|fiaoed on a smooth horizontal table. 8hew 
that their tensions ore in the same ratio os their leng&s. 
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214. Funicular^ t.e. Rope^ Polygon. If a light 
cord have its ends attached to two fixed points, and if at 
different points of the cord there be attached weights, the 
figure formed by the cord is called a funicular polygon. 

Let 0 and 0^ be the two fixed points at which the 
ends of the cord are tied, and let A^, ... A^ be 
the points of the cord at which are attached bodies, 
whose weights are icj, ... respectively. 

Let the lengths of the portions 

OAif AjA^f Af^Olf be ^29 ^n+i» respectively, 

and let their inclinations to the horizon bo 

A 

tti, a^, ... a»+i. 



Let A and A be respectively the horizontal and vertical 
distances between the points 0 and Oj, so that 

ill cos + Os cos ttj + ... + a^+i cos a^+i = A,..(l), 
and Oj sin tti + Oa sin Oj + ... + sin =e A. . .(2). 

Let Ti^ T'a, ... be respectively the tensions of the 
portions of the cord. 
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Resolving vertically and horizontally for the equilibrium 
of the different weights in succession, we have 

T^ sin —Tx sin % = and T^ cos — T^ cos 04 = 0 ; 

T^ sin og — Tg am aj = and Tg cos og — Tg cos ua = 0 ; 

Ti sin — Tg sin Og = tVg, and T^ cos — Tg cos uj = 0 ; 


^’»+i sia a»+i- 5'» sin a, = M)„, and cos a„+i - cos a» =0. 



These 2 w equations, together with the equations (1) 
and (2), are theoretically sufficient to determine the {n + 1) 
unknown tensions, and the (9% + 1 ) unknown inclinations 

®ll ••• 

Prom the right-hand column of equations, we have 
T\ cos ttj ss Tg cos oLa ^ Tg cos etj ^ = ^^w+i cos 

= ^(“7) (3). 

SO that the horizontal component of the tension of the 
cord is constant throughout and is denoted by JL 
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From ( 3 ), substituting for 1 \, ... in the left- 
hand column of equations, we have 

tan Og — tan ^ i 


tan ag — tan a.^ = ~yi 9 

. . 

tan 04 — tan > 


tan - tan = 

If the weights be all equal, the right-hand members of 
this latter column of equations are all equal and it follows 
that tan tti, tan ttg, ... tana,^+i, are in arithmetical pro- 
gression. 

Hence when a sot of equal weights are attached to 
different points of a cord, as above, the tangents^ of in- 
clination to the horizon of successive portions of the cord 
form an arithmetical progression whoso constant difference 
is the weight of any attached particle divided by the 
constant horizontal tension of tlie cords. 

215. Graphical construction. If, in the Funi- 
cular Polygon, the inclinations of tho different portions of 
cord bo given, we can easily, by geometric construction, 
obtain the ratios of «»3, ... 

For let C be any point and CD 
the horizontal line through C, Draw 
CPi, CP29 ... OPn^i parallel to the 
cords ^1^29 ••• so that 

the angles P^GD^ PjGD^ ... are re- 
spectively tti, Og, .... 

Draw any vertical line cutting 
these lines in i), Pj, Pa.... 
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Then, by the previous article^ 




^ 4 

tau tta — tan = -77-^ - 
{jU 


DP^ 

CD 


I\P, 

CD * 


t^2 

A' 


tan Aji ■" tan clq 


CD CD ~ CD ' 


and so on. 


Hence the quantities w^a, ... are respectively 

proportional to the lines GDy P’yP^y P^P^t ... PpPy^^’ly and 
hence their ratios are determined. 

This result also follows from the fact that CPgA 
a triangle of forces for the weight at A^y GP^P^ similarly 
for the weight at A^^ and so on. 

Similarly, if the weights hung on at the joints be given 
and the directions of any two of the cords be also known, 
we can determine the directions of the others, AVe draw a 
vertical lino and on it mark off i\P2» ••• proportional 

to the weights IFi, 1^2,.... If the directions of the cords 
OAj, A 1^2 are given, we draw P^Oy P^O parallel to them 
and thus determine the point 0 , J oin 0 to •^8 > -^ 4 ^ • • • etc., 
and we have the directions of the rest of the cords. 


216 . Tensions of Elastic Strings. All through 
this book we have assumed our strings and cords to be 
inextensible, i.e, that they would bear any tension without 
altering their length. 

In practice, all strings are extensible, although the 
extensibility is in many cases extremely small, and prac- 
tically negligible. When the extensibility of the string 
cannot be neglected, there is a simple experimental law 
connecting the tension of the string with the amount 
of extension of the string. It may be expressed in the 
form 

The teneien of cm dasHc eiHng varies <w the extension of 
the swing beyond Us natwrol length* 
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Bupposd a string to be naturally of length one foot; its tension, 
when the length is 13 inches, wiU be to its tension, when of length 
15 inches, as 

13-12:16-12, i.c., asl:3. 

This law may be verified experimentally thus ; take a spiral spring, 
or an india-rubber band. Attach one end A to a fixed point and at tlio 
other end B attach weights, and observe the amount of the extensions 
produced by the weights. These extensions will be found to be 
approximately proportional to the weights. The amount of the 
weights used must depend on the strength of the spring or of the 
rubber band; the heaviest must not be largo enough to injure 
or permanently deform the spring or band. 

217 . The student will observe carefully that the 
tension of the string is not proportional to its stretclicd 
length, but to its extension. 

The above law was discovered by Ilooko (a.j>. 1036 — • 
1703), and enunciated by liim in the form Ut tensio, sic vis. 
From it we easily obtain a formula giving us the tension in 
any case. 

Let a bo the unstretched length of a string, «ind 2^ 
its tension when it is stretched to bo of length x. The 
extension is now x — a^ and the law states that 

X — a. 

Tliis is generally expressed in the form 

a 

the constant of variation being - . 

The quantity A depends only on the thickness of the 
string and on the material of which it is niiide, and is called 
the Modvlus of Elasticity of tlis String. 

It is equal to the force which would stretch the string, 
if placed on a smooth horizontal table, to twice its natural 
length ; for, when x = 2a, we have the tension 


No elastic strin&c will however bear an unlimited 
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stretching; when the string, through being stretched, is 
on the point of breaking, its tension then is called the 
breaking tension, 

Hooke’s Law holds also for steel and other bars, but the 
extensions for which it is true in those cases are extremely 
small. We cannot stretch a bar to twice its natural length ; 
but \ will be 100 times the force which will extend the bar 

a 

by xo (jth of its natural length. For ii x — a — yqq 9 then 



The value of T will depend also on the thickness of tlie 
bar, and the bar is usually taken as one square inch section. 
Thus the modulus of elasticity of a steel bar is about 
13500 tons per square inch. 

By the method of Art. 134 it is easily seen that 
the work done in stretching an elastic string is equal to the 
extension multiplied by the mean of the initial and final 
tensions. 


Ex. ABG U an elastie siring, hanging vertically from, a fixed 
point A ; at B and O ate utUt^hed particles, of weights and )V 
respectively. If the modulus of elasticity of the string be SW,Jind the 
ratio of the stretched lengths of the portions of the string to their un- 
stretched lengths. 

Lot c and bo the unstretched lengths of AB and BC, and x and 
2/ their stretched lengths. 

Let T and be their tensions, so that 


T=X— 

c c 

and 

Cl Cl 

From the equilibrium of B and C, we have 

r-7\=2Tr,andTj=7F. 


fA 


IT 

B 

Tj 


Hence TssZW, 

e c, 




a=2<!, ftndy=4^c,, 

SO that the stretched lengths are respeotiveij twice and four-thirds of 
the natuxal lengths. 
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EXAMPLES. XXXVIl. 


1. ABO is an elastic string, whose modulus of elasticity is 4 IT, 
which is tied to a fixed point at if. At B and O are attached weights 
each equal to W, the unstretched lengths oi AB and BO being etich 
equal to c. Shew that, if the string and bodies take up a vertical 
position of equilibrium, the stretched lengths ot AB and BC are f c 
and respectively. 


2, An elastic string has its ends attached to two points in the 
same horizontal plane, and initially it is just tight and unstretched ; 
a particle, of weight W, is tied to the middle point of the string ; if tlao 
W 

modulus of elasticity be -j - , shew that, in the position of equili- 

V** 

brium, the two x^ortions of the string will be inclined at an angle of 
60*^ to one another. 


3. In the previous question, if 2a bo the distance between the 
two x>oints, 2c the unstretched length of the string, and X the modulus 
of elasticity, shew' that the inclination, 0, of the strings to the vertical 
is given by 

tan ^ + sm • 

4. A body rests on Pj rough inclined plane whose inclination a to 
the horizon is greater than X, the angle of friction ; it is held at rest 
by an clastic string attached to it and to a point on the plane. If the 
modulus of elasticity be equal to the weight of the body, prove that in 
the position of equilibrium the ratio of the length of the string to its 
original length is 

1 + Bin(tt-X) . seoX. 

5. Four equal jointed rods, each of length a, are hung from an 
angular point, which is connected by an elastic string with the 
opposite x>oint. If the rods hang in the form of a square, and if 
the modulus of elasticity of tbe string be equal to the weight of a 

rod, shew that the unstretched length of the string is 

6. An elastic cord, whose natural length is 10 inches, can be kept 
stretched to a length of 15 inches by a force of 5 lbs. wt. ; find the 
amount of work done in stretching it from a length of 12 inches to a 
length of 15 inches. 

7. A spiral spring requires a force of one pound weight to stretch 
it one inch. How much work is done in stretching it three inches 
more? 
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Oraphic Constructions. 

218 . To find tJie resvZtant of any number of coplanaa* 
forces* 

Let the forces be P, <?, and S whose lines of action 
are as in the left-hand figure. 

Draw the figure ABODE having its sides AB^ BC^ CDy 
and DE respectively parallel and proportional to jP, Q, R 
and S* Join AE^ so that by the Polygon of Forces AE re- 
presents the required resultant in magnitude and direction. 



Take any point 0 and join it to A^ i?, (7, D, and E\ let 
the lengths of these joining lines be a, 6, c, d, and e 
respectively. 

Take any point a on the line of action of P ; draw aj3 
parallel to BO to meet Q in py parallel to CO to meet 
R in y, and yh parallel to DO to meet S inh. 

Through 8 and a draw lines parallel respectively to EO 
and OA to meet in c. 

Through c draw sL parallel and equal to AE. Then 
sL shall represent the required resultant in magnitude and 
line of action, on the same scale that AB represents P. 
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For P, being represented by AB^ is equivalent to forces 
represented hy AO and OB and therefore may be replaced 
by forces equal to a and h in the directions €a and /3a. So 
Q may be replaced by h and c in directions and y^, E by 
c and d in directions py and 8y, and S by forces d and e in 
directions yS and c8. 

The forces P, P, and S have therefore been replaced 
by forces acting along the sides of the figure apy^e, of 
which the forces along ap, Py and yS balance. 

Hence we have left forces at € which are parallel and 
e(][ual to ^0 and OP, whose resultant is AB, 

Since eZ is drawn parallel and equal to AB, it thercfcirc 
represents the required resultant in magnitude and line of 
action. 

Such a figure as ABODE is called a Force Polygon 
and one such as aySySc is called a Link or Funicular 
Polygon, because it represents a set of links or* cords 
in equilibrium. 

219 * If the point E of the Force Polygon coivicides 
with the point A it is said to clase, and then the resultaiit 
force vanishes. 

If the Force Polygon closed, but the Funicular Polygon 
did not close, ?.c. if Sea was not a straight line, we should 
have left forces acting at 8 and a parallel to OB and AO^ 
i,e, we should in this case have two equal, opposite, and 
parallel forces forming a couple. 

If however the Funicular Polygon also closed, then Sea 
would be a straight line and these two equal, opposite, and 
parallel forces would now be^ in the same straight line and 
would balance. 

Hence, if the forces P, P, 8 are in equilibrium, both 
their Force and Funicular Polygons must close. 
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220. If tho forces be parallel the construction is the 
same as in the previous article. The annexed figure is 



drawn for tlie case in which the forces are parallel and two 
of the five forces are in the opposite direction to that of 
the other three. 

Since P, i?, and S are in the same direction we have 
AB^ CD^ and DE in one direction, whilst BG and EF 
which represent Q and T are in the opposite direction. 

The proof of the construction is the same as in the last 
article. The line equal and parallel to AF^ represents 
the required resultant both in magnitude and line of 
action. 

This construction clearly applies to finding the re- 
sultant weight of a number of weights. 

221. A closed ^polygon of light rods freely jointed at 
their extremities is acted upon hy a given system of forces 
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acting at the joints ivhich are in equUihrium ; find tJts 
actions along the rods. 

Let A.^A^, ... A^A^ be a system of five rods freely 

jointed at their ends and at the joints let given forces 
/*j, ^ figure. 

Let the consequent actions along the rods be tj, 
and as marked. 

Draw the pentagon a^a^a./i^^a^ having its sides parallel 
and proportional to the forces i\, ... Since the 

forces are in equilibrium this polygon is a closed figure. 

Through Oj draw afi) parallel to A^A^ and through 
draw afi) parallel to A^A^, 

Now the triangle a^Ooi has its sides parallel to the 
forces 1\, ti, and which act on the joint A-i. Its sides 
are therefore proportional to these forces; hence, ?>n the 
same scale that a^i^ represents Pj, the sidtjs Oa^ and a^O 
represent t^^ and t^. 

Join Oa^y Oa.^y and Oa^ 

The sides a^a^ and Oa^ represent two of the forces, 
and tj, which act on A 2 , Hence a^O, which completes the 
triangle ayOa^y represents the third force in magnitude 
and direction. 

Similarly Oa^ and Oa^ represent and respectively. 

The lines Ooj, Oog, Oa^^ Oa^ and Oag therefore represent, 
both in magnitude and direction, the forces along the sides 
of the framework. The figure OjCUfL^^^ is called the force 
polygon. 

A similar construction would apply whatever be the 
number of sides in the framework. 

LS to 
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222. It is clear that the figure and construction of the 
preceding article are really the same as those of Art 218. 

If the right-hand figure represents a framework of rods 
Oitta, ttaCTa, ... acted on at the joints by forces along 
a./)^ ... then the polygon of the left-hand 

figure is clearly its force polygon, since AlA^^^ A,A^ ... are 
respectively parallel to OjO, a^O .... 

Hence either of these two polygons may be taken as the 
Framework, or Funicular Polygon, and then the other is 
the Force Polygon. For this reason such figures are called 
Reciprocal 

As another example we give a triangular framework 
acted on at its joints by three forces A. i\, -p, in equili- 
brium whose force polygon is ; conversely, A^^A^ is 

the force polygon for the triangle acted on by forces 

^si*and T^, 



323. Bx. 1. A framework^ ABCT>, comitttifig of light rods 
stiffened by a hnuie ACy is su^orted in a vertical %)l4ine by supports at 
A and B, so that AB is horizontal; the lengths of AB, BC, CD and 
I>A are 4, 8, 2, and 8 feet respectively; also AB and CD are paraXlel, 
and AD and BC are equally inclined to AB, If weights of 5 and 10 ewt, 
respectively be placed at C and I), find the reactions of the supports 
ati A and B, and the forces easertm by the different portions ^ the 
framework. 

Let the forces in the sides be as marked in the figure and lot P and 
Q be the reactions at A and B, 
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Draw a vertical line a^, 5 inches in length, to represent the weight 
' 10 owt. at D ; also draw ad parallel to AD and parallel to CD, 



Then ajSd is the Tiiangle of Forces for the joint D, and the forces at 
D must be in the directions marked. 

Note that the force at G in the bar DC must be along DC or CD, 
and that at D in the same bar along CD or DC, 

[This is an im|)ortant general principle ; for any bar, which under- 
goes stress, is either resisUng a tendency to compress it, or a tendency 
to stretch it. 

In the first case, the action at each end is from its centre tow^ds 
its ends, in which cose it is called a Strut ; in the second case it is 
towards its centre, when it is called a Tie. 

In either case the actions at the two ends of the rod are equal and 
opposite.] 

Draw fiy vertical and equal to 2 ins. to represent the weight at C. 
Draw ye parallel to BO and de piu»llel to AG, Then dpyed is the 
Polygon m Forces for the joint (7, so that the actions at 0 are as 
marked. 

Draw horizontal to meet ay in f*. 


XO-fl 
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Then €7^ is the Triangle of Forces for bo that the reaction Q is 
represented by and Tj by fc. 

Finally, for the joint we have the polygon dcf*a5, so that P is 
represent^ by fa. 

On measuring, we have, in Inches, 

cf=l*10, 7 e = 3-31, 5/3=1-77, 5a=5'30, 5€=-91, 

7 f= 3*125, and fa = 4*375. 

Hence, since one inch represents 2 cwt., we have, in cwts., 
^1=2*20, !ra=6*62, r8=3-54, T4=10*6, ^8=1*82, 

g=6*25, and P=8*75. 

It will be noted that the bars AB and AC are in a state of tension, 
Le. they are tics, whilst the other bars of the framework are in a state 
of compression, they are struts. 

The values of P and Q may be also found, as 72 and S are found 
in the next example, by the construction of Art. 220. 

Ex. 9. A portion of a Warren Girder consUte of a light frame com- 
posed of three equilateral triangles A BC, CBD^ CDE and rests with A CE 
Jwrizontal being supported at A and E, Loads of 2 and 1 tons are hung 
on at B and J); find the stresses in the various members. 



Draw aj9, jSy vertical, and equal to 2 inches and 1 inch respectively, 
to represent 2 tons and 1 ton. Take any pole O and join Oa, Oj3, O7. 

Take any point a on the line of action of the 2 ton wt. ; draw ad 
parallel to aO to meet the reaction 72 in d, and ah parallel to ^0 to 
meet the vertical through D in b, and then he parallel to 7O to meet 
jS in c. Join cd. Then ahed is the funicular polygon of which (if we 
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draw 05 parallel to cd) afiyd is the force polygon (in this case a straight 
line). Hence 5a represents E and yd reijresents S, 

Let the forces exerted by the rods, whether thrusts or tensions, be 
••• as marked. 

Draw de parallel to CA and ac parallel to Alf; then ae5 is a 
triangle of forces for the joint A, so that ae and ed roinosent T.^ 
and 

Draw e^* and parallel to BC and BD respectively. Then ca/Sf" is 
the polygon of forces for the joint JB so that and arc gi\'cn by cf 
and respectively. 

Draw 50 parallel to DC ; then 5ef‘(^ is the polygon of forces for the 
joint C and hence ^0 and 05 represent 2\ and 

Draw yi parallel to DC to meet ef* produced in i; then is the 
polygon of forces for the joint D so that yt and represent 2g and 2\ 
respectively; [it follows that yi must be equal and parallel to 5^, and 
hence i6 must be equal and parallel to y8 and therefore represent iS.] 

finally lO^ is the triangle of forces for the joint E. 

Hence if we measure off the lengths a5, 57, c5, fa, ef', ^5, 55, tY 
in inches, we shall have the values of i^, 6% U \ , ^3, Tj, Tg, 

Tj. respectively expressed in tons* wt. 

They are found to bo 1*75, 1*25, 1*01, 2*02, *87, *29, *72, ’gO, and 
1*44 tons* wt. respectively. 

From the figure it Is clear that ACt CE and CD are ties and that 
the others are struts. 


EXAMPLES. XXXVIII. 

[27(0 follvwivg are to he solved hy graphic methods. "I 

1. A uniform triangular lamina ABC^ of 30 lbs. weight, can turn 
in a vertical plane about a hinge at ; it is supported with the side 
AB horizontal by a peg placed at the middle point of BG. If the sides 
AB, BO, and CA be respectively 6, 5, and 4 feet in length, find the 
pressure on the prop and the strain on the hinge. 

2. A unifonn ladder, 30 feet long, rests with one end against a 
smooth wall and the other against the rough ground, the distance of 
its foot from the wall being 10 feet; find the resultant force exerted 
by the ground on the foot of the ladder if the weight of the ladder be 
150 lbs. (1) when there is no extra weight on the ladder, (2) when 
1 cwt. is placed f of the way up. 

3. It is found by experiment that a force equal to the weight of 
10 lbs. acting along the plane is required to make a moss of 10 lbs. 
begin to move up a plane inclined at 45° to the horizon ; find the co- 
efficient of friction between the mass and the plane. 
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4. Three forbes equal rospeotively to the weights of 5-05 lbs., 
4*24 lbs., and 8-66 lbs. act at three given points of a flat disc resting 
on a smooth table. Place the forces, by geometric construction, 
so as to keep the disc in equilibrium, and measure the number of 
degrees in each of the angles which they make with one another. 

5. A uniform rectangular block, of which ABCJ> is the sym- 

metrical section through its centre of gravity, rests with CD in con- 
tact with a rough horizontal plane the weight of the block is 

40 lbs. and a force equal to 10 lbs. m. acts at D in the direction CD; 
if the lengths of BC and CD be respectively 3 and 5 feet, find the value 
of the least force which, applied at the middle point of CD parallel to 
the diagonal DD, would move the block. 

6. A body, of weight 100 lbs., rests on a rough plane whose 
slope is 1 in 8, the coefficient of friction being ^ ; find the magnitude 
of the force which, acting at an angle of 40° with the plane, is on the 
point of dragging the body up the ^ane. Find also the force which, 
acting at an angle of 40° with the plane, is on the point of dragging 
tiie Imy down the plane. 

7. ABC is a triangle whose sides AB^ BC, CA are respectively 
12, 10, and 15 inches long and DD is the ]|Mrpendioular from D on CA^ 
Find by means of a force and funicular oolyTOn the magnitude and the 
line of action of the resultant of the following forces; 8 from A to C, 
8 fionf C to D, 8 from D to A, and 2 from D to D. 

8. AB is a straight line, 8 feet lone; at A and D act parallel 
forces equal to 7 and 5 cwt. resp^tively wnich are like, (2) unlike; 
construct for each case the position of the point D at wnich their 
resultant meets AB and measure its dictance from A, 

9. Loads of 2, 4, 8 cwt. are placed on a beam 10 ft. long at 
distances of 1 ft., 8 ft., 7 ft. from one end. Find by an accurate 
drawing the line of action of the resultant. 

10. A Jiorizontal beam 20 feet long is supported at its ends and 
carries loads of 8, 2, 5, and 4 cwt. at distances of 8, 7, 12, and 15 feet 
respectively from one end^ Find by means of a funicular polygon the 
thrusts on the two ends. 

11. A triangalar frame of lointed rods ADC, right-o^ed at A, 
ftgn turn about A in a vertical plane. The side AB is horizontal and 
the comer C rests against a smooth vertical stop below A. If ADssS ft., 
ACss 1 ft. , and a weight of 50 lbs. be hung on at D, find graphically the 
strei^ies in tiie various bars* 

12. Forces eq^ to 1, 2, 4, and 4 lbs. wei^t respectively act 
along the sideB AD, DO, CD, and DA of a squaae. Drove that their 
jnsoltont Is 8*6 lbs. weight in a dheotiem iwdined at tan"'^f to CD and 
Interseoting DC produced at C, where C6f is equal to f DC. 
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13. AO and CB are two equal beams inclined to one another at 
an angle of 40°, the ends A and B resting on the ground, which is 
rough enough to prevent any slipping, and the plane ACB being 
inclined at an angle of 70° to the ground. At C is attached a b^y 
of weight 10 cwt., and the system is supported by a rope, attached to 
C, which is in the vertical plane passing through C and the middle 
point of AB. If the rope be attached to the ground and be inclined 
at an angle of 50° to the ground, find the tension of the rope and the 
action along the beams. [This arrangement is called a Sheer-legs.] 

14. A beam, AB, of weight 140 lbs., rests with one end A on a 
rough horizontal plane, the other end, B, being supported by a cord, 
passing over a smooth pulley at C, whose horizontal and vertical 
distances from A are respectively 15 and 20 feet. If the length of the 
beam be 15 feet, and it be on the ^int of slipping when the end B is 
at a height of 9 feet above the horizontal plane, find the magnitudes 
of the coefficient of friction, the tension of the chord, and the resultant 
reaction at A» 

15. A triangular framework ABO, formed of three bars jointed at 
its angular points, is in equilibrium under the action of three forces 
P, Q, and B acting outwards at i1» angular points, the line of action 
of each being the line joining its point of application to the middle of 
the opposite bar. If the tudes BO, CA, and AB be 9 ft., 6 ft., and 7 ft. 
in length respectively, and if the force P be equal to 50 lbs. wt., find 
the yi^ues of Q and B, and the forces acting along the bais of the 
framework. 

16. A and B are two fixed pegs, B being the higher, and a heavy 
rod rests on B and passes under A ; shew that, the angle of friction 
between the rod and the pegs being the same for both, the rod will 
rest in any position in which its centre of ^avity is beyond B, 
provided that the inclination of AB to the horizon is less than the 
angle of friction ; also, for any greater inclination, determine graphic- 
ally the limiting distance of the centre of gravity beyond B consistent 
with equilibrium. 

17. A uniform beam AB, weighing 100 lbs., is supported by 
strings AC and BZ), the latter l^ing vertical, and the angles CAB and 
ABD are each 105*^. The rod is maintained in this position by a 
horizontal force P applied at B. Shew that the value of P is about 
25 lbs. weight. 

18. AB and AC are two equal rods of no appreciable weight 
Binoothly jointed together at A, which rest in a vertical plane with 
their ends upon a smooth horizontal plane BC* I) is a point in A B 
such that AD=^AB and E and P ore the points of trisection of AC, 
E being the nearer to A. A fine string connects B and F and is of 
Buoh a length ^at the angle A is 60°. Shew that, if a weight W be 

JF 

attached to E, the tension of the string is -g- • 
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19. ABCDEF is a regular hexagon. Shew that the forces which 
must act along AG, AF, and DE to produce equilibrium with a force 
of 40 lbs. weight acting along EC are respectlvelj 10, 17'd2, and 
84' 64 lbs. weight. 

20. J’ig- 1 oonsists of a symmetrical system of light rods freely 
joint^ and supported vertically at the extremities ; vertical loads of 
10 and 5 cwt. are placed at the points indicated; find the thrusts or 
tensions of the rods, if the side rods are inclined at 60*^ to the 
horizon. 


21. ^ig* 2 oonsists of a symmetrical system of light rods freely 
jointed and supported by vertical reactions at A and B ; if a weight of 
10 cwt. be pla^ at D hnd the thrusts or tensions in the rods, given 
that and / CAB=35^. 



22. A crane is oonstninted as in Fig. 8, and 15 cwt. is hung on 
at A ; find the forces along the parts AC and AB. 

If the post BC be free to move, and BE be rigidly fixed, find the 
pull in the tie CD. 

23. A portion of a Warren girder consists of three equilateral 
triangles ABC, A EC, BCE, the lines AB, ECE being horizontal and 
the latter the uppermost. It rests on vertical supports at A and B and 
carries 5 tons at E and 3 tons at E. Find the reactions at the supports 
and the stresses in the four inclined members. 

24. ABCE oonsists of a quadrilateral consisting of four light rods 
loosely jointed, which is stiffened by a rod BE\ at A and C act forces 
equal to 40 lbs. weight. Given that AB=z2 ft., BC=3 ft., CDs 4 ft., 
EA=4^ ft., and DDs5 ft., find the tensions or thnists of the rods. 



CHAPTER XVI. 

SOME ADDITIONAL PROPOSlTIONa 

224. Formal proof of the Parallelogram of 
Forces. 

The proof is divided into two portions, (I) as regards the 
direction, (II) as regards the magnitude of the resultant. 

I. Dikection. 

(a) Equal Forces. 

Let the forces be equal and represented by OA and 
OB. 

Complete the parallelogram 
OA CB, and join 00. Then 00 
bisects the angle AOB. 

Since the forces are equal, 
it is clear that the resultant 
must bisect the angle between 
them; for there is no reason to shew why the resultant 
should lie on one side of 00 which would not equally hold 
to shew that the resultant should lie on the other side of 
00. Hence, as far as regards direction, we may assume 
the truth of the theorem for equal forces. 
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(fi) CommenBurable Forces. 

Iiemma. If the theorem he true^ eut fa/r as rega/rds 
direction^ for a pair of forces P and wnd also for a pair 
of forces P and R acting at the same angle^ to shew that it is 
true for the pair of forces P and {Q + R). 

Let the forces act at a point A o£ a, rigid body, and let 
AR be the direction of P, and AOP that of Q and R. 

Let A3 and AC represent the forces P and Q in 
magnitude. 

Since, by the principle of The Transmissibility of 
Force, the force R may be supposed to act at any point in 
its line of action, let it act at C and be represented by 
CD. 



Complete the parallelugrams ABEC and ABFD. 

The resultant of P and Q is, by supposition, equal to 
some force T acting in the direction AE ] let them be 
replaced by this resultant and let its point of application be 
removed to E^ 

This force Tj acting at E^ may now be replaced by 
forces, equal to P and acting in the directions CE and 
EF respectively. 

Let their points of application be removed to O 
and F. 

Again, by the supposition, the resultant of P and R^ 
^acting at C, is equivalent to some force acting in the 
direction CF\ let them be re|dac6d by their resultant and 
lot its point of appUcation be removed to F. 
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All the forces have now been applied at F without 
altering their combined effect; hence F must be a point 
on the line of action of their resultant ; therefore AF is 
the direction of the required resultant. 

Hence the Lemma is proved. 

Applicatifyit of the lemma,. 

By (o) we know that tho theorem is true for forces 
which are each equal to 8, 

Hence, by the lemma, putting P, Q, and F, each equal 
to 8^ we see that the theorem is true for forces 8 and 28. 
Again, by the lemma, since the theorem is true for forces 
{8, 8) and (8, 28) we see that it is true for forces (8, 38). 
Similarly for forces (8, 48) and so on. 

Continuing in this way we see that it is true for forces 
8 and m8f where m is any positive integer. 

Again, from the lemma, putting F equal to m8, and 
Q and F both equal to 8^ the theorem is true fof forces 
9n8 and 28. 

Again, putting F equal to m8, Q to 28, and F to 8, 
the theorem is true for forces m8 and SaS'. 

Proceeding in this way we see that the theorem is true 
for forces m8 and nS, where m and n are positive integers. 

Also any two commensurable forces con be represented 
by 7n8 and n8. 

(y) Incommensurable Forces. 

Let F and Q be incommensurable forces, and let AF 
and AG represent them. 
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Complete the parallelogram A BDG. 

If the resultant of F and Q be not in the line AD let it 
act in the line AD meeting CD in E, 

Divide AG into any number of equal parts a, each less 
them ED^ and from CD cut off successively portions, each 
equal to a?. The last point of subdivision F must fall 
between E and 2), eince x is less than ED. 

Draw FC parallel to CA to meet AB in 6r, and join 
AF. 

The lines AG and AG represent commensurable forces, 
and therefore their resultant is, by (J3), in the direction 
AF. 

Hence the resultant of forces AC and AB must lie 
within the angle BAF. But thb resultant acts in the 
direction AE^ which is without the angle BAF. 

But this is absurd. 

Hence AE cannot be the direction of the resultant. 

In a similar manner it can be shewn that no other 
line, except AD^ can be the direction of the resultant. 

Hence AD the direction of the resultant. 

II. Magnitude. 

As before let AB and AC represent the forces F and Q. 
Complete the parallelogram ABDG* 



E 
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Take a force R, represented both in. magnitude and 
direction by AE^ to balance the resultant of P and Q, 

Then, by the first part of the proof, AE is in tJie sfinie 
straight line with AD, AE shall also be equal to AD. 

Complete the parallelogram AEFB. 

Since the three forces jP, Q, and R are in equilibrium, 
each of them is equal and opposite to the resultant of the 
other two. 

Now the resultant of P and R in in the direction AE; 
hence AC^ the direction of Q, is in the same straight line 
with AE. 

Therefore ADBE is a parallelogram, and hence DA 
equals BE. 

But, since AEFB is a parallelogram, BE equals A E. 

Therefore AD equals AE^ and hence AD ia equal, in 
magnitude as well as direction, to the resultant of P 
and Q. * 

Tho above proof is known as Xiueiiayla^s Proof; 

225. Centre of gravity of a uniform circular 

arc. 

Bet AB be a circular arc, subtending an angle 2a at its 


cejitre 0, and lot OG bisect the 

angle A OB. 


Let the arc AB be divided 

into 2n equal portions, the 


points of division, starting from ^ 


C, being Pj, Pg,...Pn-i towards Xa i 


A, and Oi, Gai • • • <?n-i towards JB, X. 

h 

At each of these points of \ / 

division, and at the extremities 


A and B^ and also at the point 


O, let there be placed equal particles, each of mass w. 
Let the arc joining two successive particles subtend 
an angle fi at the centre so that 2np = 2a, 
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Since the system of particles is symmetrical 'with respect 
to the line 0(7, the centre of gra'vity, O, must lie on the 
line 00. Let 55 be the distance 00. 

Then, by Art, 111, 

_ _ mr + 2m . r cos P + 2m , r cos + ... + 2mr cos np 
m + 2m + 2m + ... + 2m 


= ^ [1 + 2 cos p + 2 cos 2^ + ... + 2 cos wyS] 


29^+1 


1 + 2 


n + 1 ^ . wjS’ 
cos— ^ ^sm-^ 


. P 


, [Trig. Art. 242] 


by summing the trigonometrical series, 

«“ (« + 5) ^ 


'2w+ 1 


1 + • 


. p 
2 


sin^ 


.(i). 


sm(«+l)^ sin(a+|j) 

, ■■i. g ssy ■ 

(2w + 1) sin ^ (2w + 1) sin ^ 

Now let the number of particles be increased 'without 
limits a remainii^g constant^ and consequently p decreasing 
without limit. TTe thus obtain the case of a uniform 
circular arc. 


TO /o . IX • « (2n + l) “5 

Now (2«+ llsinj^ Ca, — . 

' ' 2» 2w a 


2n 


2n 


■[-a- 


Bin 


2n 






when n is made indefinitely great. 
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226. Centre of gravity of a sector of a circle. 

With the same notation as in the last article, let P and Q 
be two consecutive points on the circular boundary of the 
sector, so that PQ is very approximately a straight line, 
and OPQ is a triangle with a very small vertical angle at 0. 

Take P' on OP such that ON = f OP ; when PQ^ very 
small, P' is the centre of gravity of the triangle OPQ. 


* The Student who is acquainted with the Integral Calculus 
con obtain this result very much easier thus; 

Let P be a point on the ore such that / POOss0^ and N a vciy 
close point such that iP 01=^0$. 

If JUT be the mass of the whole arc the moss of the element PP is 
hB 

^ • JIf, and the abscissa of the point P is r cos B. Hence, by Art. Ill, 



Also, by symmetiy, it is olear that the centre of gravity must lie 
on 00. 
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By joining 0 to an indefinitely 
secutlve points on the arc AS, the 
sector can be divided into an in- 
definitely large number of triangles, 
each of whose centres of gravity 
lies on the dotted circular arc, whose 
radius is f n 

Hence the centre of gravity of 
the sector is the same as that of the 
circular arc A'C'H, so that, by the 
last article, 

a ® 


large number of con- 

B 



a 


Cor. 


If the sector be a semi-circl^ “ = o> 

A 


distance OQ* = 


4r 

3 ^* 


227. Centre of gravity of the segment of a 
circle. 

The segment of a circle ACB is the difFerence between 
the sector OACB and the triangle 
OAB. « 

Using the same notation as in 
the two previous articles, let and 

be respectively the centres of y^\ 
gravity of the triangle AOB and the q 

segment ACB. Also let G be the 
centre of gravity of the sector, and 
let AB meet QC in Z>. 

We have, by Art. 109, 

nn ^ + segment ACB x OGq 

AAOB •hmgment ACB ••-w* 
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But 


OGi = |02> = |r C08 a, 


and 




Also A A OB — Jr® sin 2a, 

and segment A BG =■ sector A OB —A A OB 

= Jr® . 2a — Jr® sin 2a. 

Hence equation (i) becomes 
sin a Jr® sin 2a x f r cos a + Jr® (2a — sin 2a) x OG^ 

_ ^r cos a sin 2a + OG^ (2a — sin 2a) 


/. Jr sin a — |r cos a sin 2a = OG.^ (2a — sin 2a) ; 

sin a — cos® a sin a 


A OG^^ir 


2a — sin 2a 


** 2a — sin 2a * 


228. Centre of gravity of a Zone of a Sphere. 

To prove that the centre of gravity of true surface of any 
zone of a sphere is miduoay between its plane ends, 

[A zone is the portion of a sphere intercepted between 
any two parallel planes.] 

Let ABCD be the section of the zone which is made by 
a plane through the centre of the sphere perpendicular to 
its plane ends. 

In the plane of the paper lot BOR* be the diameter 
parallel to the plane ends. Draw the tangents BU and 
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at its ends, and let AB and CD meet them in the 
points a, 5, c, and d. 

Consider the figure obtained by revolving the above 
figure about E0E\ The arc AD will trace out tlie zone 
and the lii;ie ad will trace out a portion of the circum- 
scribing cylinder. 



*We shall shew that the areas of the portions of the 
zone and cylinder intercepted between the planes ab and cd 
are the same. 

Take any point B on the arc between A and D and 
another point Q indefinitely close to P. '^Draw the lines 
pPMP^p* and perpendicular to OE as in the 

figure. 

Let PQ meet E*E in T and draw QS perpendicular 
to PJf. 

Since Q is the very next^point to P on the arc, the 
line PQ is, by the definition of a tangent^ tbe tangent at P 
and hence OPT is a right angle. Also in the limit, when 
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P and Q are very close to one another, the area traced out 
by PQj wliich really lies between %kMP,PQ and 2iriV'(2.P<2, 
is equal to either of them. 

We then have 


element of the sone ^Area traced out by PQ 
clement of the cylinder area traced out by 


2v.MP.PQ 2IP PQ MP 1 
2v.Mp.pq ~ Afp ‘ SQ ~ Mp ’ ooaSQP 


MP I MP I MP OP 
Mp • cos OTP "■ Mp • sinMOP^ Mp ’ MP 



The portions of the zone and cylinder cut off by these 
two indefinitely close planes ax's therefore the same and 
hence their centres of gravity are the same. 

If we now take an indefinitely large number of thin 
sections of the zone and cylinder starting with AP and 


8y XatesralOalenltis. Let Z AOE^Ut Z I>OE=p, and Z POE=s9. 
The element of area at F=adO x 27ra sin 0, and the abscissa of P is 
aoosd. Hence, bj Art. Ill, 


sin $S$ . a cos 0 


5 = 


J P 


n 


sin 0 cos 0d0 


2ira® sin 0d0 


1 / 

[-«.«] 




sin 0d0 


1/3 _ a sin® tt-sin^/S 
|«'"2 ooB/3-oostt 


3 ooBfi-Hbett 3 ' 


^i[OL+OL']. 
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ending with CD tliw corrcsjionding sections have the same 
moss and the same centre of gravity. 

The centre of gravity of the zone and cylinder are 
therefore the same, and the centre of gravity of the latter 
is clearly the middle point of LL\ 

Hence the centre of gravity of any zone of a sphere is 
midway between its plane end& 

229. Centre of gravity of a hollow hemisphere. 

Lot AB piss through the centre of the sphere and 
therefore coincide with BB', Also let D and C move up 
to coincide with so that the bounding plane DC becomes 
a point at B. 

The zone thus becomes the hemisphere BDBCB' and its 
centre of gravity is therefore at the middle point of OB^ 
i.e,j it bisects the radius of the spliere perpendicular to the 
piano base of the hemisphere. 

230. To find the positimi of the ceiUre of gravity of 
a solid hemisphere. 

*Let LAM be the section of the hemisphere made by the 

* By Xntesral Calcnlus. Let P be any iwint on the arc AL\ 
draw PN pcriKjndicular to OA and let 0N=x, NP=y; then cle»u*ly 

where a is the radius of the hemisphere. 

The element of volume included between PN and the plane at 
distance x + dx is Also the abscissa of P is x. 

Hence, by Art. Ill, 
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piano of the paper, and let OA be the radius of the 
hemisphere which is perpendicular to its 
plane base. 

Take any point P on the hemisphere 
and consider an exceedingly small ele- 
ment of the surface at P. The centre 
of gravity of the very thin pyramid, 
whose base is this small element and 
whose vortex is is at a point P' on 
OI\ such that 0P' = |0P. (Art. 107.) 

The weight of this very thin pyramid 
may therefore bo considered concentrated 
at P'. 

Let the external surface of the hemisphere be entirely 
divided up into very small portions and the corresponding 
pyramids drawn. Their centres of gravity all lie on the 
hemisphere L'P*aM* whose centre is 0 and whose ratlius is 
Oa (= ^OA). 

Hence the centre of gravity of the solid hemisphere is 
the same as tliat of the hemispherical shell L'P*aM\ i,e, it 
is at Of where 

OG=^^Oa = ^OA, 

231 . In a similar manner we may obtain the position 
of the centre of gravity of a spherical sector which is the 
figure formed by the revolution of a circular sector, such as 
the figure OAQEBOy in the figure of Art. 228, about the 
bisecting radius OP. 

The distance of its centre of gravity from 0 is easily 
seen to be f (OX + OP), 

232 . There are some points which are not quite 
satisfactory in the foregoing proofs. For a strict demon- 
stration the use of the Calculus is required. 
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233. Virtual Work. 

When wo have a system of forces acting on a body in 
equilibrium and we suppose that the body undergoes a 
slight displacement, which ia consistent with the geoTnetricai 
conditions wnder which the system exists^ and if a point Q of 
the body, with this imagined displacement, gocss to <?', then 
Q(^ is called the Virtual Velocity, or Displacement, of the 
point Q, 

The word Virtual is used to imply that tlio displacement 
is an imagined, and not an actual, displacement. 

234. If a force E act at a point Q of the body and 
QQ^ be the virtual displacement of Q and if be the 
perpendicular from ^ on the direction of 72, then tlie 
product E* QN" is called the Virtual Work or Virtual 
Moment of the force E> As in Art 127 this work is 
positive, or negative, according as QN is in the same 
direction as 72, or in the opposite direction. 


235. The virtual worh of « firtcA is equal to the 
sum of the virtual vaorhs of its components. 

Let the components of A in two directions at right 
angles be X and F, 72 being 
inclined at an angle ^ to the 
direction of JT, so that 
X*^cos<^ and Y=^Esbx^, 

Let the point of application 
Q of jS be removed, by a virtual 

displacement, to ^ and draw (fN perpendicular to B 
and let 



iNQ^^a, 
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The sum of the virtual works of X and T 
^X.QL^T.QM 

= Ecos<l>, cos ( 4 ;^ + a) + ^ sin 0 . <?(2' sin (<^ + a) 

= E . QQ* [cos <l> cos (<^ + a) + sin 0 sin (</> + a)] 

= QQ'cosa 
^R.QN 

= the virtual work of R. 

236 . The principle of virtual work states that If a 
Byatem of forces acting on a body he in equilibrium mid the 
body undergo a alight displacement conaiatent with the 
geometrical conditions of die ayaiem^ the algebraic sum of 
the virtual works is zero; and conversely if this algebraic 
sum be zero the forces are in equilibrium. In other worda^ 
if each force R have a virtual displacement r in the 
direction of its line of action^ then 2 (-^ . »*) = 0 ; ihso con’- 
versely if 2 {R . r) be zero^ the forces are in equilibrium. 

In the next article we give a proof of this theorem for 
ooplanar forces. 

237 . Proof of the principle of virtual work for any 
system of forces in mie plane. 

Take any two straight lines at right angles to one 
another in the plane of the forces and let the body under- 
go a slight displacement. This can clearly be done by 
turning the body through a suitable small angle a radians 
about 0 and then moving it through suitable distances a 
and b parallel to the axis. 

[The student may illustrate this by moving a book from any 
position on a table into any other TOsition, the book throughout 
the motion being kept In contact with the table.] 
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Ijet Q bo the point of application of any force whoso 
coordinates referred to 0 are 
X and y and whose polar 
coordinates are r and 0^ so 
that x = r cos 0 and y = r sin 6^ 
where OQ — r and XOQ = &, 

When the small displace- 
ment has been made tlie coordinates of the new position 
Q' of Q are 

r cos {0 + a) + a and r sin (^ + a) + 5, 
i.e, r cos 0 cos a — r sin 6 sin a + a 

and r sin ^ cos a + r cos ^ sin a + 

i,e, T cos ^ — a . r sin 0 + a 

and r sin d + a • r cos 0 + 

since a is very small. 

The changes in the coordinates of Q are therefore 
• a — a . r sin 0 and 6 + a . r cos 

i.e, ay and h + ax. 

If then X and T be the components of 72, the virtual 
work of jf2, which is equal to the sum of the virtual 
works of X and is 

X (co “ (6 + 

i,e, a.X + 5. F+a(ya;— Yy), 

Similarly we have the virtual v/ork of any other 
force of the system, a, ft, and a being the same for each 
force. 

Tile sum of the virtual works will therefore be zero if 
aS {X) + ftS {Y) + aS (Yx - Xy) be zero. 

If the forces be in equilibrium then S (-T) and 2 ( T) are 
the sums of the components of the forces along the axes 
OX and OY and hence, by Art. 83, they are separately 
equal to zero. 
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Also Yx — Xy = sura of the moments of X and Y about 
the origin 0 = moment of R about 0, (Art. G2.) 

Hence S ( Yx — Xy) = sum of the moments of all the 
forces about 0, and this sum is zero, by Art. 83. 

It follows that if the forces be in equilibrium tho sum 
of their virtual works is zero. 

238 . Conversely, if the sum of the virtual worlcs bo 
aero for any displacement, the forces are in equilibrium. 

With tho same notation as in the last article, tho sum of 
the virtual works is 

a%{X) + h%{Y) + a%{Yx-Xy) (1), 

and this is given to be zero for all displacementa. 

Choose a displacement such that the body is displaced 
only through a distance a parallel to the axis of x. For 
this displacement h and a vanish, and (1) then giyes 
aS(X) = 0, 

so that % (X) = 0, i.e, the sum of the components parallel to 
OX is zero. 

Similarly, choosing a displacement parallel to the axis 
of y, we have the sum of the components parallel to OY 
zero also. 

Finally, let the displacement be one of simple rotation 
round the origin 0, In this case a and d vanish and (1) 
gives 

S(Yx-Xy) = 0, 

so that the sum of the moments of tho forces about 0 
vanish. 

The three conditions of equilibrium given in Art. 83 
therefore hold and tho system of forces is therefore in 
equilibrium. 
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S89. As an example of the application of the Principle of 
Virtual Work we shall solve the following 
problem. 

Six equal rods AB, BC, CD, DE, EF, 
and FA are each of weight W and are 
freely jointed at their extremities so as to 
form a hexagon; the rod AB is fixed in a 
horizontal position and the middle points 
of A B and DE are joined hy a string; 
prove that its tension is BIK 

Let , Gtq , G^o , , (?Q , and Oq be the 

middle points of tue rods. 

Since, by symmetry, BG and CD are equally inclined to the 
vertical the depths of the points G, and D below AB are respec- 
tively 2, B, and 4 times as great as that of (x,. 

Let the system undergo a displacement in the vertical plane of 
such a character that D and E are always in the vertical lines through 
li and A and DE is always horizontal. 

If 6^2 descend a vertical distance x, then will descend S.r, 
will descend 4x, whilst and will descend Hx and x respectively. 

The sum of the virtual works done by the weights 
• s=Tr.ar+ W.Sx-h W.4x+ W.Zx^ W.x 

:=12W.X, 



If T be the tension of the string, the virtual work done by it 
will bo 


rx(— 4r). 


For the displacement of is in a direction opposite to that in 
which T acts and hence the virtual work done by it is negative. 


The principle of virtual work then gives 
12TF.aj + !r(-4x)*0, 
T=3Tr. 


240. RobervaPs Balance. This balance^ which 
is a common form of letter-weigher, consists of four rods 
AB, BE, ED, and DA freely jointed at the comers A, B, 
E, and i>, so as to form a parallelogram, whilst the middle 
points, 0 and F, of AB aoad ED are attached to fixed 
points C and F which are in a vertical straight line. The 
rods AB and DE can freely turn about C and F, 
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To the rods AD and BE are attached scale-pans. In 
one of these is placed the substfince W which is to be 
weighed and in the other the counterbalancing weight P. 



Wo shall apply the Principle of Yirtual Work to prove 
that it is immaterial on what part of the scale-pans the 
weights P and W are placed. » 

Since CBEF and CADE are parallelograms it follows 
that, whatever be the angle through which the balance is 
turned, the rods BE and AD are always parallel to CF and 
therefore are always vertical. 

If the rod AB be turned through a small angle the 
point B rises as much as the point A falls. The rod BE 
therefore rises as much as AD falls, and the right-hand 
scale-pan rises as much as the left-hand one falls. In such 
a displacement the virtual work of the weights of the rod 
BE and its scale-pan is therefore equal and opposite to the 
virtual work of the weights of AD and its scale-pan. These 
virtual works therefore cancel one another in the equation 
of virtual work. 

Also if the displacement of the right-hand scale-pan be 
upwardsi that of the left-hand one is p downwarda 
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The equation of virtual work therefore gives 

ir (-;?) = 0, 

le. P-TT. 

Hence, if the machine balance in any position whatever, 
tlio weights i* and W are equal, and this condition is 
independent of the position of the 'weights in tlio scale-pans. 
Tlio weights therefore may have any position on the 
scale-pans. 

It follows that the scale-pans need not have the same 
shape, nor be similarly attached to the machine, provided 
only that their weights are the same. 

Por example, in the above figure either scalo-pan instead 
of pointing away from OF may pcint towards it, and no 
change would bo requisite in the position of the other. 


EXAMPLES. XXXIX. 

1. Four equal heavy uniform rods are freely jointed sb as to 
form a rhombus which is freely Buspunded hj one angular point and 
the middle points of the two upper rods are connected by a light rod 
so that the rhombus cannot collapse. Prove that the tension of 
this light rod is 4W tana, whore W is the weight of each rod and 2a 
is the angle of the rhombus at the point of suspension. 

2. A string, of length a, forms the shorter diagonal of a rhombus 
formed of four" uniform rods, each of length b and weight W, which 
are hinged together. 

If one of the rods be supported in a horizontal position x>rov6 that 
the tension of the string is 

2W(2b^-a^ 

3. A regular hexagon ABCDEF consists of 6 equal rods 
which are each of weight IF and are freely jointed together. The 
hexagon rests in a vertical plane and AM is in contact with a 
hoxiaontal table; if G and F be connected by a light string, prove 
that its tension is W tJZn 



SOME AOOITIONAL PMOPOSITlONS 317 


4 . A Ivipocl consii^ts of three ogaal uniform bars, each of Icnp^tb 
a and weight w, which arc freely jointed at one extremity, their 
middle j)oijjts being joined by strings of length h. The tripo<l is 
phiced with its free ends in contact with a smooth horizontal piano 
and a weight W is attached to the common joint; prove that the 
tension of each string is 

5. A square framework, formed of unifonii heavy rods of cqtial 
weight ir, jointed together, is hung up by one corner. A w'cight 
W is suspended from each of the three lowcir comers and the shape 
of the square is preserved by a light rod along the liori7.ontal 
diagonal. Tiove that its tension is 411'. 

6. Pour equal rods, eacli of length u, arc jointed to form a 
rhombus A BCD and the angles B and i> arc joiiKul by a string of 
lengih /. The system is placed in a vertical piano with A retding on 
a horizontal plane and .d <? is vertical. I'rove that the tension of the 

siring is 2ir- , where TP is the weight of each rod. 

jsjAa^- 7‘2 


7. A heavy elastic string, whose natural length is 2w(ii i« placed 
round a smooth cone whose axis is vertical and whoso semi vertical 
angle is a. If W be the weight and X the nuKlulus of elasticity of the 
string, prove that it will bo in cemilibrium when in the form of ariude 

wdiose radius is a cot . 

8, Two equal uniform rods AB and AC^ each of length 2A, are 
freely jointed at A tmd rest on a smooth vertical cirrde of radius «. 
Shew, by the Principle of Virtual Work, that, if 20 be the angle 
between them, then 

h sill-'* ^ cos 9. 


9, Solve Ex. 13, page 278, by the application of Ibo Principle 
of Virtual Work. 
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EASY MISCELLANEOUS EXAMPLES. 

1. Find the resultant of two forces, equal to the weights of 13 
and 14 lbs. respectively, aoting at an obtuse angle whoso sine is ^ 

2. Besolve a force of 100 lbs. weight into two equal forces aoting 
at an angle of 60°. 

3. ABCD is a square; forces of 1 lb. wt., 6 lbs. wt. and 9 lbs. wt. 
act in the directions AB, AC ^ and AD respectively; find the magni- 
tude of their resultant correct to two places of decimals. 

4. The resultant of two forces, acting at an angle of 120°, is 
perpendicular to the smaller component. The greater component is 
equal to 100 lbs. weight; hnd the other component and the resultant. 

5. If JS and F be the middle points of the diagonals AC and BD 
of the quadrilateral ABCDt and if EF be bisected in G, prove that the 
four forces represented in magnitude and direction hyAGt BG, CG, 
and D(^, will bo in equilibrium. 

6. A stiff pole 12 feet long sticks horizontally out from a vertical 
wall. It would break if a weight of 28 lbs. were hung at the end. 
How far out along the polo may a boy who weighs 8 stone venture 
with safety? 

7. A rod weighing 4 ounces and of length one yard is placed on a 
table BO that one- third of its length projects over the edge. Find the 
greatest weight which can be attached by a string to the end of the 
rod without causing it to topple over. 

8. A uniform beam, of weight 80 lbs., rests with its lower end on 
the ground, the upper end being attached to a weight by means of a 
horizontal string passing over a small pulley. If the beam be 
inclined at 60° to the vertical, prove that the pressure on the lower 
end is nearly 40 lbs. wt., and that the weight attached to the string is 
nearly 26 lbs. wt. 

9. Find the centre of parallel foroes which are equal req^tlvely 
to 1, 2, 8, 4, 5, and 6 lbs. weight, the points of application of the 
foroes being at distances 1, 2, 8, 4, 5, and 6 inches xespeotively 
measured fmm a given point A along a given line AB» 

10. The angle B 6i a, tnoUgle ABC is a right angle, AB beine 

8 inches and BC 11 inches in $,t A, B, and C arq ^placed 

particles whose weights are 4, 5, and 6 respectively; find the distance 
of th^ centre of gravity from JL. 
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11 . On the Bide AB oi bid. equilateral triangle and on the side 
remote from C is desoribed a rectangle whose height is one half of 
AB ; prove that the centre of gravity of the whole figure Uius formed 
is the middle point of AB, 

12. From a regular hexagon one of the equilateral triangles with 
its vertex at the centre, and a side for base, is cut away. Find the 
centre of gravity of the remainder. 

13. pile of six pennies rests on a hori?.ontal table, and each 
penny projects the same distance beyond tho ono below it. Find the 
greatest possible horizontal distance between the centres of the highest 
and lowest pennies. 

14. The pressure on the fulcrum when two weights ore susxiended 
in equilibrium at the end of a straight lever, 12 inches long, is 20 lbs. 
wt. and the ratio of the distances of tho fulcrum from the ends is 
3 : 2. Find the weights. 


15. A straight lever of length 5 feet and weight 10 lbs. has its 
fulcrum at one end and weights of B and 6 lbs. are fastened to it at 
distances of 1 foot and 3 feet from the fulcrum; it is kept horizontal 
by a force at its other end; find the pressure on the fulcrum. 

16. Find the relation between the effort P and the weight W in a 

system of 6 movable pulleys in which each pulley hangs by a separate 
string, the weight of each pulley being P. ^ 

17. In the system of 5 weightless pulleys in which each siring is 
attached to a weightless bar from which the weights hang, if the 
strings be successively ono inch apart, find to what point of tbo bar the 
weight must be attached, so that the bar may be always horizontal. 

18. A body, of mass 6 lbs,, rests on a smooth plane which is 
inclined at 30® to the horizon and is acted on by a force equal to tho 
weight of 2 lbs. acting parallel to tho plane and upwards, aud by a 
force equal to P lbs. weight acting at an angle of 30‘' to the plane. 
Find the value of P if the body be in equilibrium* 


19. If one scale of an accurate balance be removed and no mass 
be placed in the other scale, prove that the inclination of the beam to 

/Su 

the horizon is ton'' W'k^Sh ^ where 2a is the length of the beam, h 

and k are respectively the distances of the point of suspension from 
the beam and the oentre of cavity of the balance, and 8 and W' are 
respectively the weight of we scale-pan and the remainder of the 
balance. 


20. I£ the distance of the centre of gravity of the beam of a 
common steelyard from its fulcrum be 2 inches, the movable weight 
4 ozs., and the wdght of the beam 2 lbs., find the distance of the zero 
of gr^uations from the oentre of gravity. Also, if the distance 
between the fulcrum and the end at which the soale-paa is attacdied 
be 4 inohes, finA the distance between saooessive gxaduatums. 
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21. If the circumference of a screw be 20 inches and the distance 
between successive threads *75 inch, find its mechanical advantage. 

22. The height of a rough plane is to its base as 3 to 4 and it is 
found that a body is just supported on it by a horizontal force equal 
to half the weight of the body ; hnd the coelHoient of friction between 
the body and the plane. 

23. A ladder, 30 foot long, rests with one end against a smooth 
vortic^ wall and with the other on the ground, which is rough, the 
coeiiicient of friction being ^ ; find how high a man whose weight is 
4 times that of the ladder can ascend before it begins to slip, the foot 
of the ladder being 6 feet from the wall. 

24. A cylindrical shaft has to be sunk to a depth of 100 fathoms 
through chalk whose density is 2*8 times that of water; the diameter 
of the shaft being 10 feet, what must be the h.p. of the engine that 
can lift out the material in 12 working days of 8 hours each? 


MISCELLANBOTTS EXAMPLES. 

1/ If O be the centre of the circle circumscribing the triangle 
ABGt and if forces act along OA^ and OC respectively propor- 
tional to£C7, CAf and^AB, shew that their resultant passes through 
the centre of the inscribed circle. 

2, Three forces act along the sides of a triangle ABC, taken 
in order, and their resultant passes through the orthoccutre and 
the centre of gravity of the triangle; show that the forces are in 
the ratio of 

sin 2A Bin {B- C) : sin 2B sin (C-A) : sin 2C sin (4 - B), 

Shew also that their resultant acts along the line joining the centres 
of the inscribed and circumscribing circles, if the forces be in the 
ratio 

cos B ~ cos C : cos C— cos A : cos A ~ cos B, 

3, Three forces P^, PP, and PC, diverge from the point P and 
three others AQ, BQ, and CQ converge to a point Q. Shew that 
the resultant of the six is represented in magnitude and direction 
by 3PQ and that it passes through the centre of gravity of the 
triangle ABC. 

4, T id the ortbocentre, and O the oircumoentre of a triangle 
ABO; shew that the three foroe&4r, BT, and CT have as resultant 
the force repzesented by tvrioe OT. 
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5. Find the centre of mvity of three pa^des placed at the 
centres of the escribed oirdes of a triangle, if they be invoxsely 
proportional to the radii of these oiroleB. 

6. ASCD is a rectangle; find a point P in AZ> such that, when 
the triangle PJ>0 is taken away, the remaining trapezoid A BOP 
may, when suspended from P, hong with its sides AP and BO 
horizontal. 

7. A triangular lamina ABC^ obtuse-angled at <7, stands with 
the side in contact with a table. Shew that the least weight, 
which BUBj^dod from B will overturn the triangle, is 

whore W is the weight of the triangle. 

Interpret the above if c3>a^+S&*. 

8. A pack of cards is laid on a table, and each card projects 
in the dir^tion of the length of the pack beyond the one below it ; 
if each project as far as possible, shew that the distances between 
the eztremites of successive cards will form a harmonica! pro- 
gression. 

• 

9. Tl oA, IBf cC... represent n forces, whose points of appli- 
cation are a, b, e ... and whose extremities are A, B, C, shew that 
their resultant is given in magnitude and direction by ti.pG, where 
y is the centre of inertia of n equal particles a, b, e, ...., and G the 
centre of inertia of n equal particles A, B, O, .... 

What follows if g coincide with G? 

10. From a body, of weight W, a portion, of weight le, is out 
out and moved through a distance s; shew that the line joining the 
two TOsitions of the oentze of gravity of the whole body is paraUel to 
the line joining the two positions of the centre of gravity of the port 
moved. 


Two uniform rods, AB and AC, of the same x^aterial Sire 
rigidly connected at A, the angle BAO being 60", and the length 
of AB being doable that of AO* If G be the centre of inertia of the 

rods, shew that SOsmAO^^, and. If the system be suspended 

freely from the end B of the rod AB, shew that the action a1 A 
consists of a vertical force equal to one- third of the weighti of 
the system, and a couple whose moment is 
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12. U the hinges of a gate be 4 feet apart and the gate be 10 feet 
wide and weigh 000 lbs., shew that, on the assumption that all the 
weight is borne by the lower hinge, the stress on the upper hinge 
must be 620 lbs. wt. 

13. A step-ladder in the form of the letter A, with each of its legs 
inclined at an angle a to the vertical, is placed on a horizontal floor, 
and is held up by a cord connecting the middle points of its legs, 
there being no friction anywhere; ^cw that, when a weight W is 

placed on one of the steps at a height flrom the floor equal to - of the 
height of the ladder, the increase in the tension of the cord is - TTtana. 


14. A cylinder, of radius r, whose axis is flxed horizontally, 
tou^es a vortical wall along a generating line. A flat beam of uni* 
form material, of length 2Z and weight IT, rests with its extremities 
in contact with the wall and the cylinder, making an angle of 45*^ 

with the vertical. Shew that, in the absence of friction, 

T vlU 

that the pressure on the wall is and that the reaction of the 
cylinder is 


15, A uniform rod, of length 82a, rests partly within and partly 
without^ a smooth oylindiioal cup of radius a. Shew that in tlie 
position of equilibrium the rod mokes an angle of 60^ with the 
horizon, and prove also that the cylinder will topple over unless its 
weight be at least six times that of the rod. 

16. A tipping basin, whose interior suifm is Efpherlcal, is free 
to tim round an axis at a distance e below the centre of the sphere 
and at a distanpe a above the centre of gravity of the basin, and a 
heavy boll is laid at the bottom of the win; shew that it will tip 

over if the weight of the ball exceed the fraction ^ of the weight of 

the basin. 


17, A thin hemispherical shell, closed by a plane base, is flUed 
with water and, when suspended from a point on me rim of the base, 
it haw with the base inclined at an angle a to the vertical, 8hew 
that the ratio of the weight of the water to that of the shell is 
tana*- -tan a. 

18. A hollow pylinder, composed of thin metal open at both 
ends, of radius a, is placed on a smooth horizontal plane. Inside it 
are placed two smooth spheres, of radins r, one above the other, 2r 
being >a and <2a. If ^ be the weight of the cylinder and TT' the 
weignt of one of the spheres, shew that the cylinder will just stand 
npri^ti without tombOng over, if 

ir.o=r21^(a-f). 
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10, An isoBoelea triangular lamina, with its plane Tertlcol, rests, 
Tertes downwards, between two smooth pegs in the same horizontal 
line; shew that theire will be equilibrium if the base make an angle 
sin"*^ (oos^ with the yertioal, 2a being the vertical angle of the 
lamina ana the length of the base bei^ three times the distance 
between the pegs, 

20. A prism, whose cross section is an equilateral triangle, rests 
with two Mges horizontal on smooth planes inclined at angles a 
and jS to the horizon. If ^ be the angle that the plane through these 
edges makes with the vertical, shew that 

^ ^_2v/8BinaBin/5 + Bin(o+/5) 

^3sm(a^^ 

21. A thin board in the form of an equilateral triangle, of weight 
1 lb., has one-quarter of its base resting on the end of a horizontal 
table, and is kept from falling over by a string attached to its vertex 
and to a point on the table in the same voriicul plane as the triangle. 
If the length of the string be double tiie height of the vertex of the 
triangle above the base, And its tension. 

22. A solid cone, of height h and semi -vei Ileal angle a, is placed 
with its base against a smooth vertical wall and is supported by a 
string attached to its vertex and to a point in th e wall ; she w that 

the greatest possible length of the string is 

23. The altitude of a cone is h and the radius of its base is r ; a 
string is fastened to the vertex and to a point on the oircumference 
of the circular base, and is then put over a smooth peg ; shew that, if 
the cone rest with its axis horizontal, the length of the string must 
be V7»*+4r*. 

24. Three equal smooth spheres on a smooth horizontal plane 
are in contact with one another, and ^e kept together by an endless 
string in the plane of their centres, just fitting them; if a fourth 
equal sphere be placed on them, shew that the tension of the string 
is to the weight of either sphere as 1 : 8«y6. 

25. A smooth rod, of length 2a, has one end resting on a plane 
of inclination a to the horizon, and is supported by a horizontal rail 
which is paraUel to the plane and at a distance e from it. Shew 
that the molination $ of the rod to the inclined plane is given by 
the equation esinasa8in*doos(d-a}. 

26. A squaie board is hung flat a g ains t a wall, by means of a 
string fasten^ to tbe two extremities of the upper edge and hung 
round a perfectly smooth rail , when tbe length of the string is less 
than the diji gongl of the board, shew that there are three positions of 
equilibrium. 
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27« A hAmlsphorical bowl, of radius r, rests on a smooth hori- 
sontaL table and partly inside it rests a of len^h 2i and of 
weight equal to that of thei bowl. Shew that the position of equili- 
toium is given by the equation 

I sin (a +/S) ssf sin a=s - 2r oos (a+ 2^), 
where a is the inclination of the base of the hemisphere to the hori- 
zon, and 2/3 is the angle subtended at the centre by the part of the 
rod within ihe bowl. 


28. A uniform rod, of weight IF, is suspended horizontally from 
two nails in a wall by means of two vertical strings, each of length Z, 
attached to its ends. A smooth weightless wedge, of vertical angle 

W 

80°, is pressed down with a vertical force between the wall and 

the rod, without touching the strings, its lower edge being kept hori- 
zontal and one face touching the wail. Pind the distance tiuough 
which the rod is thrust from the wall. 


29. Ai? is a smooth plane inclined at an angle a to the horizon, 
and at A, the lower end, is a hinge about which there works, without 
friction, a heavy uniform smooth plank AC, of len^h 2a. Between 
the plane and the plank is placed a smooth cylinder, of radius r, 
which is prevented from sliding down the plane by tixe pressure of 
the plank from above. If W be the weight of the plank, W* that of 
the cylinder, and $ the ansde between the plane and the plank, shew 
that • 


W'r 

Wa 


ssOOB(a + d) 


1-eoad 

slna 


30. Two equal circular discs — of radius r — ^witib smooth edges, 
are placed on their flat sides in the cemor between two smooth 
vertioal planes SnoHned at an angle 2a, and touch each other in the 
line bisecting the angle ; prove mat the radius of the least disc that 
can be presm between them, without causing them to separate, is 
r(seoa-l). 

81. A rectangular frame ABCD consists of four freely jointed 
bars, of neglimble weight, the bar AD being flxed in a verticed posi- 
tion. A weiwt is placed on the upper horizontal bar AB at a given 
point P and me fcsine is kept in a reotsngular shape by a string AC. 
slnd the tension of the string, and shew that it is unaltered if this 
weight be placed on the lower bar CD vertically under its former 
position. 


82. A uniform rod MN has its ends in two flxed straight rough 
grooves 04 and OB, in the same vertioal plane, which make angles a 
and fi with the horison; shew that, when the end 3J is on the point 
of supidng in the direction AO, the tangent of the aagie of inmina- 

tlon of 3f2f 
s i n gl e cd fridioii* 
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33. A rod, resting on a rough inclined plnnc, whoso inclination a 
to the horizon is greater than the anglo of inction is free to turn 
about one of its ends, which is attoclied to tlio plane; shew that, 
for equilibrium, the greatest possible inclination of the rod to the 
lino of greatest slope is Bin~^ (tanXoot a). 

34:. 7wo equal uniform rods, of length 2a, are jointed at one 
extremity by a hinge, and ro&t sjmmctrically upon a rough fi^i^od 
sphere of radius c. Find the limiting position of oquilibriuiii, and 
shew that, if the ooeilicient of friction be c~a, the linuling inclination 
of each rod to the vertical is 

35. A uniform straight rod, of length 2r, is placed in a horizontal 
position as high as possible wiiiiin a hollow rough sphere, of radius 
a. j^hew that the line joining the middle point of the rod to the 

/la 

centre of the sphere makes with the vertical an anglo tan"* • 

86. A rough rod is fixed in a hoiizontal position, and a rod, 
having one end freely jointed to a fixed iioint, is in o<|uilibrium 
resting on the fixed rod; if the perpendicular from the fixed point 
upon Sie fixed rod be of length h and be inclined to the horizon at an 
angle a, shew that the portion of the fixed rod upon any point of which 
the movable rod may rest is of length 

2fib coa a 

i^in*o — oob^a * 

where is the coefficient of friction. 

37- A glass rod is balanced, partly in and partly out of a cylin- 
drical tumbler, with tiie lower end resting against the vertical side 
of the tumbler. If a and jS be the greatest and least angles which 
thft rod make with the vertical, shew that the angle of friction is 

1 tan-i . 

* sin*a cosa+Bin*/8oos/8 

88. A rod rests partly within and partly without a box in the 
shape of a rectangular parallelopiped, and presses with one end 
against the rough vertioof side of the tox, and rests in contact with 
the opposite smooth edge. The weight of the box being four times 
that of the rod, shew that if the rod be about to slip and the box 
be about to tumble at the same instant, the angle that the rod makes 
with the vertical is }x+ieo8-'^(ioosX), where X ia the angle of 
friotioiu 
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39. A uniform heavy rod lien on a rough horizontal table and id 
pulled perpendicularly to its length by a string attached to any point. 
About what point will it commence to turn ? 

Shew also that the ratio of the forces, required to move the rod, 
when applied at the centre and through the end of the rod perpen- 
dicular to the rod, is ; 1. 


40. 7wo equal heavy particles are attached to a light rod at 
equal distances and two strings are attached to it at equ^ distances 
a from the mid^e point; the rod is then placed on a rough hori- 
zontal table, and the strings are pulled in directions perpendicular 
to the rod and making the same angle $ with the vertic^ on opmsite 
sides of the rod. Pind the least tensions that will turn Idie rod and 

shew that, if the coeilicient of friction be - , the tension will be least 

c 

when 0 is 45°. 


41. ^wo equal similar bodies, A and B, each of weight TT, are 
connected by a light string and rest on a rough horizontal phuie, 
the coeiBcient of friction being fi. A force P, which is less than 
2/iTr, is applied at A in the direction BA^ and its direction is 
gradually turned through an angle 0 in the horizontal plane. Shew 
that, if P be greater than then both the weights will slip 

• P 

when cos but, if P be leas than and be greater than 

fiWf then A alone will slip when sin 


42. A uniform ruugh beam AB lies horizontally upon two others 
at points A and C ; shew that the least horizontal force applied at B 
in a direction perpendicular to BA, which is able to move the beam, 

is the lesser of the two forces and fiW » where AB is 2a, 

ACiah, W is the weight of the beam, and /x the coefficient of friction. 

43 . A uniform rough beam AB,oi length 2a, is placed horizontally 
on two equal and equally rough balls, the distance between whose centres 
is h, touching them in C and J ) ; shew that, if b be not greater than 

^ , a position of the beam con be found in which a force P exerted at 

B perpendicular to the beam will cause it to be on the point ol motion 
both at C and I> at the some time. 

44. A uniform heavy beam is placed, in a horizontal position, 
between two unequally rough fixed planes, inclined to the horizon 
at given angles, in a vertical plane perpendicular to the planes. ^ Pind 
the condition that it may rest there. 
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45* A uniform rod is in limiting equilibrium, ono end resting 
on a rough horizontal plane and the other on an equally rough plane 
inclined at an angle a to the horizon. 11 X be the angle of friction, 
and the rod be in a vertical plane, shew that the inclination, 
of the rod to the horizon is given by 


tan^= 


sin(g~2\) 

2 sin X sin (a — X)* 


Find also the normal reactions of the planes. 


46. A paif of compasses rest across a smooth horizontal 
cylinder of ramus c, shew that the frictional couple at the joint 
to prevent the legs of the compasses from slipping must bo 

W {c cot a ooseo a - n sin a), 

whore W is the weight of each leg, 2a the angle between the lugs, and 
a the distance of the centre of gravity of a leg from the joint. 


47. The handles of a drawer are equidistant from the sides of 

the drawer and are distant c from each other ; shew that it will bo 
impossible to pull the diii.wer out by pulling one handle, unless the 
len^h of the drawer from bach to front exceed fic, ^ 

48. If one cord of a sash-window break, find the least coefficient 
of friction between the sash and the window-frame in order that the 
other weight may still support the window. 


. 49. A circular hoop, of radius one foot, hangs on a horizontal 

bar and a man hongs by one hand from the hoop. If the coefficient 
of friction between the hoop and the bar be find the shortest 

possible distance from the man’s hand to the bar, the weight of 
the hoop being neglected. 


50. A square, of ride 2a, is placed with its plane vertical between 
two smooth pegs, which are in the same horizontal linq and at a 
distance c, shew that it will be in equilibrium when the inclination 


of one of its edges to the horizon is either 45^ or 




a^»-c2 


51. Three equal circular discs, A, B, and O, are placed in contact 
with each other upon a smooth horizontal plane, and, in addition, 
B and C are in contact with a rough vertical wall. If the coefficient 
of friction betweeu the circumferences of the discs and between 
the ^808 and wall bo 2-*y8, shew that no motion will ensue when A 
is pushed perpendicularly towards the wall with any force P. 
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62. If centre of gravitj uf a wheel and axle be at a distance 
a from the axis, shew that the wheel can rest with the plane through 
the axis and the centre of gravity inclined at an angle less than 0 

to the vertical, where sind=^ sin^, h being the radius' of the axle, 

and 4> the angle of friction. 

53. A particle, of weight tc, rests on a rough Inclined plane, of 
weight IT, whose base rests on a rough table, the coefficients of friction 
being the^same. If a gradually increasing force be applied to the 
particle w along the surf^ of the inclined plane, find whether it will 
move Uf the plane before the plane slides on the table, the angle of 
inclination of the plane being a. 

54. A rough cylinder, of weight 7r% lies with its axis horizontal 
upon a plane, whose inclination to the horizontal is a, whilst a man, 
of weight W (with his body vertical), stands upon the cylinder and 
keeps it at rest. If his feet be at .d and a vertical section of the 
cylinder through A touch the plane at P, shew that the angle, d, sub- 
tended by AB at the centre of the section, the friction being sufficient 
to prevent any sliding, is given by the equation 

W sin (d + a) = (IT + sin a. 


55. Two rough uniform spheres, of equal radii but unequal 
weights TTj and Wg, rest in a spherical bowl, the line joining their 
centres being horizontal and subtending an angle 2a at the centre of 
the bowl; shew that tlm co^oient of friction between them is not 

less than 




56. Two rigid weightless rods are firmly jointed, so as to be at 
right angles, a weight being fixed at their function, and are placed 
over two rough pegs in the same horizontal |ilane, whose coefficients 
of friction are pt and pi'. Shew that they can be tamed either way 

from their symmetrical position through an ang^e -tan"^ ^ — , 

without slipping. 


57, A sphere, of weight IT, is placed on A rough plane. Inclined 
to the horizon at an angle a, which is less than the^an^ of friction; 

shew that a weight W , fastened tiTBie ^sphere at the 

upper end of the diameter which is parallel to the plane, will just 
j^erent the sphere from rolling down the plane. 

What will be the efieol of sH^tiy deoareasing or slightiy increasing 
this weight? 
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58. equal uniform rods are joined rigidly togotlior at one 

extremity of each to form a Y, with the angle at tho vertex 2a, and 
are placed astride a rough vortical circle of such a radius that the 
centre of gravity of the V is in the circumference of the ciicle, tiio 
angle of friction being e. Shew that, if the Y be just on the point of 
motion when the Ime joini ng its vertex with the centre of the cixcJe 
is horizontal, then sin e=s tjmnom 

If the rods bo connected by a hinge and not rigidly connected 
and the free ends be joined by a string, show that the joining stung 
will not meet the circle if sin a be <^; if this condition hp satibfied, 
shew that if the Y is just on the point of slipping when the line 
joining its vertex to the centre is horizontal, the tension of tho stiing 

will be ~ +00860 a, where W is the weight of either rod. 


59. A vertical rectangular beam, of weight is constrained by 
guides to move only in its own diiection, the lower end resting on a 
smooth floor. If a smooth inclmed plane of given slope be pushed 
under it by a horizontal force acting at the back of the inclined 
plane, find the force required. 

If there be friotion between the floor and the inclined plane, but 
nowhere else, what must be the least value of /a so that the inclined 
plane may remain, when left m a given position under the»beani, 
without being foro^ out? 


60. A circular disc of weight W and radius a, is suspended 
horizontally by three equal vertical strings, of length &, attached 
symmetrically to its perimeter. Shew that the magnitude of tho 
horizontal Gourde reqiared to keep it twisted through an angle 0 is 


Wa^ 


Bind 




4a® sin®? 

(O 


61. Two small rings, each of weight TT, slide one upon each of 
two rods in a vertical plane, each inclined at an angle a to the 
vertical; the rings are connected by a fine elastic string of natural 
length 2a, and whose modulus of elasUoity is the ooeiiicient of 
friotion for each rod and ring is tan/3; shew that, if the string bo 
horizontal, each ring will rest at any point of a segment of tho lod 
whose len^ is 

ITX-i a ooseo a {oot (a -/5) -cot (a+p)}. 

62. A wedM, with an^e 60^, is placed upon a smooth table, and 
a weight of 20 lbs. on the riant face is supported by a string Iving on 
that face which, after passing through a smooth ring at the ira, 
supports *'n'weigM \W hanging texricaJiy; find the magnitude of iF. 



330 


STATICS 


Find aJBO the horizontal force necessary to keep the wedge at rest 

(1) when the ring is not attached to the wedge, 

(2) when it is so attached. 

iSolve the same question supposing the slant face of the wedge to 
l>e rough, the coefiioiont of friction being and the 20 lb. weight on 

s/O 

the point of mo\diig down. 

63. Shew that the power necessary to move a cylinder, of radius 
r and weight IT, up a smooth plane inclined at an angle a to the 
horizon by meims of a crowbar of length I inclined at an angle fi to 
the horizon is 

IFr sin a 

I l + OOS(ft + ^) 

64. A letter-weigher consists of a uniform plate in the form of a 
right-angled isosceles txiangle ABC, of mass 3 ozs., which is susmnded 
by its right angle C from a fixed point to which a plumb-line is 
also attached. The letters are suspended from the angle A, and their 
weight read off by observing where the plumb-line intersects a scale 
engraved along AB, the divisions of which are marked 1 oz., 2 oz., 
3 oz., etc. Shew that the distances from A of the divisions of the 
scale form a harmonic progression. 

« 

65. A ladder, of length Z feet and weight JTlbs., and uniform in 
every respect throughout, is raised by two men A and B from a hori- 
zontal to a vertical position. A stands at one end and B, getting 
underneath the ladder, walks from the other end towards A holding 
succesbive points of the ladder above his head, at the height of d feet 
from the ground, the force he exerts being vertical. Find the force 
exerted by B when thus supporting a point n feet from Af and shew 
that the work done by him in passing from the to the (n- 1}^ foot 
s- TFZd 

“ 2n (»-])• 

When must A press his feet doumwardi against his end of the 
ladder? 


66. Prove that on ordinary drawer cannot be pushed in by a 
force applied to one handle until it has been pushed in a distance 
a . by forces applied in some other manner, where a is the distance 
between the handles and ft, is the coefficient of friction. ' 

67. Three equal uniform rods, each of weight TT, have their ends 
hinged together so that they form on equilateral triangle ; the txiangle 
rests in a horizontal position with each rod in contact with a 
smooth cone of semivertioal ongle a whoso axis is vertical; p'ove 

that the action at each hinge is 
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68. A reel, consisting of a spindle of radius c 'with two circular 
ends of radius a, is placed on a rough inclined plane and has a thread 
wound on it which unwinds when the reel rolls downwards. 11 ft bo 
the coefficient of friction and a be the inclination of the plane to tlio 
horizontal, shew that the reel can be drawn up the plane by means 

of the thread if /t be not less than - ^ ^ , 

a - c cos a 


69. Prove the following geometrical construction for the centre 
of gravity of any uniform plane quadrilateral ABC !) ; find the centres 
of gravity, X and y, of the triangles ABD^ CBD ; let JCY meet BD in 
U ; then the required centre of gravity is a point G on XY, such that 
YG=XU. 


70. There is a small interval between the bottom of a door and 
the floor, and a wedge of no appreciable weight has been thrust into 
this interval, the coefficient of friction between its base and the floor 
being known. If the angle of the wedge bo smaller than a certain 
amount, shew that no force can open llie door, the slant edge of the 
wedge l^ing supposed smooth. 

71. On the top of a fixed rough cylinder, of radius r, rests a thin 
uniform plonk, and a man stands on the plonk just above the point 
of contact. Shew that he can walk slowlv a distance (n+ 1) re along 
the plonk without its slipping off the cylinder, if the weight of the 
plonk is n times that of the man and e is the angle of friction between 
the plank and the cylinder. 


72. A hoop stands in a vertical plane on a rough incline which 
the pWe of the hoop outs in a line of greatest slo^. It is kept in 
equilibrium by a string fastened to a point in the circumference, 
wound round it, and fastened to a peg in the incline further up and 
in the same plane. If \ is the angle of friction, 0 the angle the hoop 
subtends at the peg, and a that of the incline, shew l^at there is 

limiting equilibrium when ^=a+oos"' V?hat will 

happen if 0 has a greater value ? 

73. Shew that the least force which applied to the surface of a 

heavy uniform sphere will just maintain it m equilibrium against a 
rough 'Vertical wml is 

TToosee^r W tan e[tan e - ^/tan® e - 1] 
jl/5 — 1 

according as e<or>cos’‘i*-g— , where TF is the weight and « the 
angle of friction* 


74. A uniform of weight IT, can turn freely about a hinge at 
one end, and rests with the other against a rough vekical wall making 
an angle a with the wall* • Shew that this end may rest anywhere on 
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a|i arc of a elrole of anglo 2 tan"^[^(tana], and that in either of the 

extreme positions the pressoie on the wall Is }7r[oot^a+/A^]'^ where 
is the coefficient of friction. 

75. the greatest possible cube be out out of a solid hemisphere 
of uniform density, prove that the remainder can rest with its curved 
surface on a perfectly rough inclined plane with its base inclined to 
the horizon at an angle 

where a is the slope of the inclined plane. 

76. A cylindrical cork, of length I and radius r, is slowly ex- 

tracted from the neck of a bottle. If the normal pressure per unit of 
area between the bottle and the unextracted Mrt of the cork at any 
instant be constant and equal to P, shew tnat the work done in 
extracting it is where /t is the coefficient of friction. 



ANSWERS TO THE EXAMPLES. 

L (Pages 15, 16.) 

1. (i) 26; (ii) 3J3; (iii) 13; (iv) ^61; (v) 60’; 
(vi) 15 or >^605; (vii) 3. 

2. 20 lbs. irt. ; 4 Iba wt. 

3. ^2 lbs. vt. in a direction south-west. 

4. 206 lbs. wt. 

5. P lbs. wt. at right angles to the first component. 

6. 2 lbs. wt. 7. 20 lbs. wt. 8. 17 lbs, wt. 

0. 60*. 10. 3 lbs. wt. ; 1 lb. wt. 

11. (i) 120* j (ii) oos-‘ (- g) , le. 151* 3'. 

./ 1A* + 

12. 

13. In the direction of the resultant of the two given 
forces. 

14. (i) 23-8; (ii) 6*64; (iii) 68' 12'; (iv) 2-56. 

n. (Pages 19, 20.) 

1. 6^ and 6 lbs. wt. 2. (i) JPV2 i (u) 

8. 60 lbs. wt. 

4. is 5 100^3, U. 67'735, lbs. wt. 

6. 36’603 and 44*83 lbs. wt. nearly. 
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6. i>(V3 - 1) and I (^6- U Tx -732 and 
Px-6176, 

8. jyS and ST. 

0. ^^2 at 135* mth the other component. 

10. lOi^S at an angle tan~' (i,a. 22*36 at 26* 34') tirith 
the vertical, 

11. 33*62 Iba, wt. ; 51*8 Iba. wt. 

m. (Pa^es 25, 26.) 

1. 1 ! 1 : V3. 2. ^3 ; 1 : 2. 3. 120*. 

4. 90*. 112* 37' ( = 180* - cos-» ^), and 157* 23'. 

9. .B,=34*4 Iba. vrt, a,=81*; 7?a-=6*5 Iba. wt, o,= 169*. 

10. 101^* j 57*. 11. 62 j 95*. 

12. 67*2; 101. 13. 46 j 138*. 

14. ^9*6j 14*. 15. 2*66 cwta. 

IV. (Pages 26 — ^28.) 

1. 40. 2. ooa-»(-j),i.e. 104*29'. 

3. 2^3 and ^3 lbs. ‘wii. 

1. 15^3 and 15 lbs. wt. 6. 5 : 4. 

6. 6 and 13. 9. 12 lbs. wt. 

16. The straight line passes through C and the middle 
point of 

19. The required point bisects the line joining the 
middle points of the diagonals. 

20. Through S draw BL^ parallel to AC^ to meet CD 
in L ; biaeot DL in X; the resultant is a force through 
parallel to AD^ and equal to twice AJ). 
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V. (Pages 33—35.) 

1. 4 lbs. wt. in the direction AQ, 

2. \/50 + 32;^2 at an angle tan"^ — i,e, 9-7() 

lbs. 'vrt. at 36“ 40', with the first force. 

3. 2P in the direction of the middle forca 

4. 7P at cos"^^J, i.e, 38“ 13', with the third force. 

5. <y3P at 30* with the third forca 

6. 12‘31 making an angle tan“^ 5, 78“ 41', with AB. 

7. 14-24 Iba wti 

8. 5 lbs. wt. opposite the second force. 

(^/^ + 1) ^/l0 + 2^5 bisecting the angle between 

Q and B, 

10. 10 lbs. wt. towards the opposite angular point. 

11. Vl25"+Wi^ lbs. wt. at an angle tan ~^ ^ , 

i,e. 15-58 Iba wt. at 76“ 39', with the first force. • 

13. P X 5-027 towards the opposite angular point of the 
octagon. 

14. 17-79 Iba wt. at 66“ 29' with the fixed line. 

15. 9"40 Iba wt, at 39“ 45' with the fixed line. 

18. 39-60 lbs. wt. at 111“ 46' with the fixed line. 

17. 42*6 kilog. wt. at 30“ with OA, 

VI. (Pages 30—41.) 

1. f(V6--y2)j 

2. 2f and 3| lbs. wt. 3. 126 and 32 lbs. wt. 

4. 56 and 42 lbs. wt. 5. 48 and 36 Iba wt 

6. 4, 8, and 12 Iba wt . 7. IT. 

8. 120 lbs. wt 

9. The inclined portions of the string make 60“ with 
the yertical and the thrust is 
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10. 7*23 Ibfl. wt. 11. The weights are equal 

12. 1*34 inches. 13. 2^ and 9| lbs. wt. 

14. 14 lbs. wt. 15. 6 ft 5 ins. ; 2 ft. 4 ins, 

16. They are each equal to the weight of the body, 

18. 2Pcos where a is the angle at the bit between 
the two portions of the rein. 

20 . ^ 860 ^. 22 . Wi 

vn. (Pages 45, 46.) 

1. 42‘9 lbs. wt. ; 19*91 lbs. wt 

2. 1| and If tons wt. 

3. 37*8 and 85*1 lbs. wt 4. 15*2 lbs. 

5. 3*4, 6*6, 3*67, 7*56 and 5 cwt respectively, 

6. 160 lbs. and 120 Iba wt . ; 128 and 72 lbs. wt 

7. 20 cwts. and 6 owts. 

8. 2*44*84 and 561-34 lbs. wt 

9. 2*73 and *93 tons wt 

10. (1) 3, 1 J and 1 ton wt j (2) 2, | and 1 ton wt. 

11. A thrust of 6*01 tons wt in AC, and a pull of 1*79 
tons wt. in CD, 


Vm. (Pages 6B— 67.) 

1. (i) ^0^7 ins.; (ii) i?-:30, AO^l ft 

7 ins. ; (iii) S = 10, AO 1 ft 6 ins. 

2. (i) if = 8, AO==25 ins.; (ii) J7==8, A(7«--76 ins.; 
(iii) if =17, A(7=:-19j\. ins. 

8. (i) $=i9,ilJ7=8iina.; (u)P=2|,if=13f; 
(iii)^«6f,Jf«12f. 

^ AB^S^ int j (H) P«24f, j 
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5. 15 and 5 lbs. -wt. 6. 43^ and 13-^ lbs. >vt. 

8. 98 and 70 lbs. wt. 

9. The block must be 2 ft. from the stronger man. 

10. 4 ft. 3 ins. 11. 1 lb. wt. 12. 1 foot. 
13. 20 lbs. ; 4 ins. ; 8 ins. 14. 14f ins. ; 10| ins. 

16. 40 and 36 lbs. wt. 17. 

18. The force varies inversely as the distance between 
his hand and his shoulder. 

19. (i) 100 and 150 lbs. wt. ; (ii) 50 and 100 lbs. wt. ; 
(iii) 25 and 75 lbs. wt. 

20i 1 lb. wt. at 5 ft. from the first. 

21. 77*55 and 34-45 lbs. wt. approx. 

IX. (Pages 71—74.) 

1, 10*1. 2. 5^3ft..lb8. 

3. 7573»129-91bs. wt. 

4. 3 ft. 8 ins. from the 6 lb. wt. 

5. At a point distant 6-6 feet from the 20 lbs. 

6. 2-^ ft. from the end. 7. 2| lbs. 

8. 2^ lbs. 

9. (1) 4 tons wt. each ; (2) 4 J tons wt., 3| tons wt 

10. ^ is 3 inches from the peg. 11. f cwt 

12. One-quarter of the length of the beam. 

13. 56 lbs. wt. 

14. The weight is 3^ lbs. and the point is 8|^ ins. from 
the 5 lb. wt 

16. 3 ozs. 16. (^4 29 lbs. wt. 

17. 96, 96 and 46 lbs. wt 

18. ins. from the axla 

19. 2iJ2 lbs. wt, parallel to CA, and cutting AD at Ft 
where AP equals ^AD. 

20. 2P acting along DC, 

21.. The resultant is parallel to AO apd cuts AD at P, 
where AP is f f t 
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22. 20i^5 lbs. wt. cutting AB and AD in points distant 
from A 8 ft. and 16 ft. respectively. 

23. P^yS perpendicular to BO and cutting it at Q where 
BQ is 

29. The required height is where I is the length 

of the rope. 

31.. A straight line dividing the exterior angle between 
the two forces into two angles the inverse ratio of whose 
sines is equal to the ratio of the forces. 

33. 225 lbs. wt. 

X. (Page 79.) 


2. 

0 ft.-lbs. 

3. 6. 


4. 

A force equal, parallel, 

, and opposite, 

to the force at 

and 

acting at a point in 

AG^ such that 

CC Vi ^AR 


XI. (Pages 92—96.) 


2.* 

45*. 3. 

10^2 and 10 lbs. wt. 

4. 

The length of the string is AC, 


5. 

iTTVS. 



8. 

~ must be < 1 and > ^ 



12. 

f ^5 and lbs. wt. 



14. 

W cosec a and W cot a 

15. 


16. 

30- ; 

17. 

^/7 : 273 . 

18. 

VV3 lbs. wt. 

19. 

6| lbs. wt. 

21. 

+ a* sin^ a/(4 + a cos a), where 2a is the height 


of the picture. 


22. 

The reactions are 









« + 6 vr® — ah 

a + 0 j 



25. 

Sae ft; 133 and 118' 

8 lbs, wt 



26. 

16’6 lbs. wt 

27. 6*75 and 

16-6 

lbs. wt 

28. 

2*83 and 3*61 cwta. 

29.' 26*8 and 

09 

IbSetWt 
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yia. 

Xn. (Pages 107—111.) 

1. iFV3. 2. 

4. ^W cot a} ^W cot a. 

sm(a + j8)^ sm(a+^) \ 2 J 

8. "I lb. wt. 11. AO = a ; the tension = 2 JT^S. 

14. The reactions at the edge and the base are 
respectively 3*24 and 4*8 ozs. wt. nearly. 

15. W.rl2^^^. 18. JTj. 23. \WJ^. 

24. 133| and 166| Iba wt 

26. 17JJ and || lbs. wt. 27. 20 lbs. wt. 

Xm. (Page 113.) 

1. The force is 4«y2 lbs. wt. inclined at 45” to the 
third force, and the moment of the couple is lOa^ Vhero 
a is the side of the square. 

2. The force is 57^ ^2, parallel to and the moment 
of the couple is 3Pa, where a is the side of the square. 

3. The force is 6 lbs. wt., parallel to CB^ and the 

moment of the couple is where a is the side of 

the hexagon. 

XIV. (Pages 117, 118.) 

1. The side makes an angle tan~^ 2 with the hoiizon. 

2. 16a. 3. (n + 2)V6®+?. 

4. A weight equal to the weight of the table. 

6. 10 lbs. 

7. On the line joining the centre to the leg which is 
opposite the missing leg^ and at a distance from the centre 
equal to one-third of the diagonal of the square. 
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8. 120 lbs. 9. sin-i-S-. 

p + w 

11. The pressure on is IT 


XV. (Pages 128, 129.) 

1. 1^, 1|, and If feet. 2. 2, 2|, and If feet. 

3. 2^5, 3, and 3 inches. 

6. The pressure at the point A of the triangle is 
to a 

yrhere a is the perpendicular distance of the weight W from 
the side SO. 


10. 60*. 


12. co 8-»3^, f.«. 73*44'. 


XVI. (Pt«es 131, 132.) 

1. 4f inches from the end. 

2. 15 inches from the end, 

3. 2f feet. 4. f f inch from the middle. 

5. 7f inch from the first particle. 

6. It diyides the distance between the two extreme 
weights in the ratio of 7 : 2. 

7. 6:1. 8. 1-335... feet. 9. ^indiea. 

10. 12 lbs. ; the middle pcmit of the rod. 


XVn. (Pages 137, 136.) 

1. 0ne4fth the side of Ihe square. 

2. ^ from AS} ^ from AS. 

At a polAt Vhoeq distanoea front .iif ati4 an 
19 smdi 16 ixichee re q w cti Tri^* 



AJirsWS£S 


ix 


4. 7^ and inches. 5. ^V283. 

7. At the centre of gravity of the lamina. 

8. 8^ and 11^ inches. 10. 2:1:1. 

12, At a point whose distances from and CA are 
respectively -^^^ths and -x^tha of the distances of A and JB 
from the same two lines. 

14, It divides the line joining the centre to the fifth 
weight in the ratio of 5:9. 

18. One-quarter of the side of the square. 

20. inches from A^ 

21. It passes through the centre of the circle inscribed 
in the triangle. 


XVm. (Pages 141—143.) 

1. 2^ inches from the joint. 

2. 5^ inches from the lower end of the figura 

3. It divides the beam in the ratio of 5 : 11. 

4. At the centre of the base of the triangle. 

5. 7f inches. 

7. One inch from the centre of the larger sphere, 

8. Its distance from the centre of the parallelogram is 
one-ninth of a side. 

0, The distance from the centre is one-twelfth of the 
diagonal 

10* The distance from the centre is ^jth of the diagonal 
of the square. 

11, It divides the line joining the middle points of the 
opposite parallel sides in the ratio of 5 : 7, 

12. inches from 0. 14. 

15. A' biswts AD, where i> is the middle point of ^(7. 

18. It divides GAm theratio 
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17. The height of the triangle is 9 i-e. *634, of the 

side of the square. 

18. inches from the centre. 

19. The centre of the hole must be 1 6 inches from the 
centre of the disc. 

5s 

20. It is at a distance -5 r — from the centre of the 

a^ + ab + 6® 

larger sphere. 

21. where h is the height of the cone. 

22. 13*532 inches. 

23. The height, x, of the part scooped out is one-third 
of the height of the cone. 

24. 3080 miles nearly. 


XIX. (Pages 145—148.) 

1. ©y 7, 8, and 9 lbs. wt, respectively. 

2. inch. 6. 6 ; 4. 

10. At the centre of gravity of the triangle. 

14. 2 sin“^ J . 15. : 1. 

16. The height of the cone must be to the height of the 
cylinder as 2 —^2 : 1, ie, as *5858 : 1. 

19. It divides the axis of the original cone in the ratio 
3:6. 


1 . 


XX. 

6| inches. 


(Pages 159—162.) 
2. inches. 

I/*- 


4 . 


w 

6 


7. 120;^*^***- 

8. 18 if they overlap in the direction of their lengthsi 
and 8 if in the direction of their breadths. 

11. ^3 times the radius of the hemisphere. 

12. 1 : ^2. 14. 4r. 
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18. The string makes an angle cos~^ 

the piano where a is its inclination to the horizon; the 
equilibrium is stable. 

19. The line from the fixed point to the centre is inclined 

at an angle sin"^ c J vertical ; the equi- 

librium is stable. 


XXI. (Pages 168—170.) 

1. (1) 168f ft.-tons; 117^ ft.-tons. 2. 1000 feet. 


3. 

6 X ft-lbs. 

4. 21120. 5. 9|| hours. 

6. 

Q1 3 7 

71-ff utiins, 9. 4'4352. 

10. 

660,000 ft.-lbs. 

; .30 u.p. 

11. 

tons wt. 

13. 176 ft.-lbB. ; -213 h.p. 

14. 

24*2.. . ft-lbs. ; 

^ 1) ft.-lbs. 

16. 

3 ft.-lbs. 

18. 166 ft.-lbs. 


XXII. 

(Pages 178—180.) 

1. 

5 feet. 


2. 

4 feet from the first weight; toward the first 

weight. 



3. 

11 : 9. 

4. 2 lbs. 6. 4 lbs. 

7. 

94 lbs. 


8. 

6 ins, from the 27 ounces; 1® inch. 

9. 

1 foot. 10. 

360 stone wt. 11. 21 lbs. wt. 

12. 

15 lbs. wt. 

13. 2^2 at 45* to the lever. 

14. 

50 Iba wt. 

7 

makes an angle tan"*— « with the 

15. 

The long arm 

horizon 


16. 

8^ lbs. wt. 

19. 20 lbs. 


20. The weight of 2| cwt. 21. J(V3-1)«. 
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xxm. (Pages 186, 187.) 

1. (i)320; (ii)7; (iu)3. 

2. (i)7; (ii)46J; (iii)7; (iv)6. 

3. 290 Iba. 4. lOf lbs. 5. 8 lbs. 

7. 5 Iba 9. 49 lbs. ; 1 lb. each. 

10. 4»<>;21«>. 12. 9Jflbs. \et. 13, 18 Iba vrt. 

XXIV. (Pages 189, 190.) 

1. 6 lbs. 2. 4 strings ; 2 Iba 

3. 47 lbs. ; 6 pullcTa 4. 7 strings; 14 lbs. 

TP JT 

5. r , where « is the number of strings ; r , 

«+ 1 ’ * 1 

6. 9 stone wt. 

7. The cable would support 2^ tons. 8. n. 

9. 75 Iba ; 166f Iba 10. l^y cwt. 

XXV. (Pages 195, 196.) 

1. (i) 30 Iba ; (ii) 4 lbs.j (Ui) 4. 

2. (i) 161 Iba wt, j (ii) 16 Iba wt. ; (iii) J-lb . ; (iv) 6. 

3. 10 lbs. wt. ; the point required divides the distance 
between the first two strings in the ratio of 23 : 5. 

4. inch from the end. S. 18^*^. 

6. ^ indi from the end. 

8. W=7P + 4w j 8 ozs. ; 1 lb. wt. 

9. 4; 10501ba 10. 4. 

12. Tr=JP(2»-l) + Tr(2^»-l). 

XXVL (Pages 201—203.) 

1. 121ba wt.; 201bawt. 2. .30*j 

3. 103-92 Iba wt. 5. 3:4;2P. 

6. ^3 si. 7. ooB'-^IJ. ; rin"*^ to the pkne. 
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& 

U. 

14. 

16. 

17. 

t& 


^ Iba. wt. ; 


7 

73 


lbs. "wt. 9. 6 lbs. vt. 


sin a . 

12. — „ . — tons. 

smp—atna 


The point divides the string in. the ratio 1 : sin a. 
17*874 lbs. wt. ; 46*884 lbs. wt. 

10*318 lbs. vrt. ; 12*208 lbs. wt. 

16*12 lbs. wt. j 34*056 lbs. wt. 


XXVII. (Pages 208, 209.) 


1 . 


2 . 


3. 


6 . 

9. 

12 . 


13. 


14. 


7 lbs. wt. 

120 lbs. wt. j 70 Ills. wt. on each j llO^J lbs. wt. 
20 inches. 4. 7 feet. 5. 3^ tons. 

3 lbs. wt. 7. 56 lbs. 8. 23 J lbs. wt. 

2\ lbs. wt. 10. 360 lbs. 11. 120 lbs. 

1600 ft.-lbs. 

47040 ft.-lbs. ; 2 cwt . ; 210 feet. 

26 JR 

e — a" Ji — r‘ 


1 . 

4. 

7. 

9. 

10 . 

12 . 

13. 

14. 


16. 


XXVm. (Pages 216, 217.) 


11 lbs. 2. 26i lbs. 

2 • 3 6 lbs. 5. 24*494 lbs. 

^.yilO inches; ,^110 lbs. 

2«. Zd. ; Is. 9|<i 
He will lose one shilling. 

10 : VlOl ; Viol : 10. 

P-Q. P+Q 

— 2 ‘ 


v> — P P — vf 


touf’-P* 


*K- 


3. 2 ozs. 

6. 6 : V26. 


16. 1611)h> 
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XXnL (Pages 222—224). 


1. 34|- inches from the fulcrum. 

2. 2 inches from the end ; 1 inch. 

3. 32 inches from the fulcrum. 

4. § inch ; lbs. 5. 4 inches. 

6. 16 lbs. ; 8 inches beyond the point of attachment of 
the weight. 

7. I^lb. ; yI- lb. 

8. 26 lbs. ; 15 lbs. ; 10 inches from the fulcrum. 

9. 3 lbs. 10. 15|^ lbs. ; 6^ lbs. ; 4 inches. 

11. It is 10 inches from the point at which the weight 
is attached. 


12. 3 ozs. 13. 30 inches. 

15. The machine being graduated to shew lbs. the 
weights ^indicated must each be increased by •J-th of a lb. 

16. The numbers marked on the machine must each be 

sc 

increased ^7 p jq > where x and y are respectively the 

distances of the centre of gravity of the machine and its 
end from the fulcrum, and W is the weight of the machine. 

17. He cheats his customers, or himself, according as he 
decreases, or increases, the movable weight 


XXX. (Pages 230, 231.) 

(In thejfoUotmng examples tr is taken to be 
1. 4400 lbs. 2. 5^ inches. 3. lbs. wt. 
4. 1^^ lbs. wt. 5. 4^ lbs. wt. 

6. 13|| tons wt, 7. 6^ tons wt. 

8. 60}$lbs. wt. 9. 4TVy inches. 

10. 4525|. 11. 5430|. 12. 4j.ft.-lbs. 
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XXXI. (Pages 244--246.) 


1. 10 lbs. wt.; 12|- lbs. wt.; 10^17 and lbs. 

wt. respectively, inclined at an angle tan“^ 4 with the 
liorizontal. 


2 . 


P 

3' 


• 4714 . 


3. 10^10 lbs. wt, at an angle tan * 3 with tlie 

horizon. 

6 . 7 . 9 . 

10. sin = sin a + /a cos o. 

( jjr ^ jp \ 

wliefe Wi and are tho two 

weiglita. 

14. ox -134. 

15. At an angle equal to the angle of friction. 

16. 2’19 owta. 17. 79-7 lbs. wt,; ’^2, 


XXXIL (Pages 257—269.) 

L 3808 ft-lbs. 2. 7,392,000 ft-lbs. j 7/^ h.p. 

3. 23,040,000 ft. -lbs. ; 6j^ h.p. 

4. 7766. 6. -446. 

7. *11, *34, and *47 nearly. 

8. «= 4*125 j 5 = *01125. 

(The answers to the following fonr questions 
will be only approximations.) 


9. 

10 . 


11 . 

12 . 


a = 6*3; 6 =*097. 
P= 7*3 -I- *236 IT; 

*1-10 IJT*^ 


M=: 


W 


36*6 + 1*18 r' 

4*3 + 4*7 IT; *8 and *88. 
18*6 + 6*6rj *69 and 79. 
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XXXllL (Pages 262, 263.) 

1. 11 1 lbs. wt. 2. 45*. 

5. It can be ascended as far as the centre. 

8. 50 feet ; one-quarter of the weight of the ladder. 

^ 2u — tana it . 1 - 

S- tanTo^- — ’ a > 2/4, the weight is negative, 

i.e, the ladder would have to be hdd up in order that there 
should be equilibrium ; if tan a < /i, the weight is again 
negativ^ and we should then only get limiting equilibrium 
if the ladder were held up, and in this case the feet would 
be on the point of moving towards one another. 


XXXIV. (Pages 264, 265.) 

1. tan-* J ; height = twice diameter. 4. 45“. 

8. ^ tan-i ^ = 2 tan-» <*1443) = 16* 26'. 

8. Unity. 

XXXV. (Pages 269 273.) 

11. ^=-0677. 15. + 

18. 

20. The required force is f If* at an angle cos'* J J with 
the line of greatest slope. 

21. In a direction making an angle oos-*^^^ (= 16* 48^) 

with the line of greatest slope. , 

24. If ft cot a be greater than unity, tiiere is no 
position of equilibrium, the particle will rest in any. 
po Mti o ni 

a 2& 60*. 
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XXXVI. (Pages 277, 278.) 


1 . 


5. 


7. 


8 . 


Ab P, where PP equals ^BC ; 


SW 

2 • 


W 


tan 


2 
STT 
-s/5’ 


ACS 

2 * 


W 

5 


,yiO at tan“* i to the horizontal. 


W 3W J3W 
2^2' 4 • 


10. Half the weight of the middle rod. 

12. One-eighth of the total weight of the rods, acting 
in a horizont^ direction. 


XXXVn. (Page 285.) 

6. fft-lh. 7. |ft.lb. 

XXXVm. (Pages 293—296.) 

1. 39 lbs. wfe j 25-8 lbs. wt. at 1* 40' to the horizon. 

2. 152-3 and 267-96 lbs. wt. 3. -41. 

4. 124*, 103*, 133*. 5. 26-9 lbs. wt. 

6. 74 wt. ; 12-7 Iba wt 

7. A force 2-6 lbs. along a line which cuts SG and AO 
produced in points 1C and L such that CK= 19-26 ins. and 

17-6 ins. 

8. (1) 1^ ft. i (2) 71- ft. in the direction opposite 
to AS, 

9. 3*9 ft. from the end. 

10. 7*16 lbs. wt. and 6*85 lbs. wt. 

11. 160, 158*115, and 60 Iba wt. 

13. Eadi equals the wt. of 10 cwt. 

14. *46 ; 91*2 and 57*2 Iba wt. 

15. 58*1^ 65*8, 374, 33*2, and 29 Iba wt. respeotivel;'. 
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20. T^ = 13 05 ; = 9 79 ; T^ = 3-26 ; T^ « 8*39 ; 

T'g = 5 cwts. T^ and are ties ; the others are struts. 

21. ^1 = 8*39; ^3 = 11*98; rg=9*62. T^ is a strut; 
Ti and T^ are ties. 

22. 37’2, 47*5 and 43*1 cwts. 

23. 6 tons and 2 tons; 6-77, M55, 1-155 and 3*464; 
of these last four the firsts third and fourth are struts and 
the second is a tie. 

24:. The tensions of AB^ BC^ CD, BA are 32-4, 36-4, 
16*8 and 25*5 lbs. wt. ; the thrust of BD is 36'7 lbs. wt. 

EASY MISCELLANEOUS EXAMPLES. 

(Pages 318—320.) 

1. 15 lbs. wt. at an angle tan"’’ § with the second 
force. 

2. ^ Each component is 57*735... lbs. wt, 

3. 14*24 Iba wt. 4. 50 and 86*6025... lbs. wt, 

6. 3 feet. 7. 2 ozs. 9. 4^ inches from A. 

10. 7^ inches. 

12. It divides the line joining the centre to the middle 
point of the opposite side in the ratio 2:13. 

13. fths of the diameter of a penny. 

14. 8 and 12 lbs. wt. 15. 9f lbs, wt. 

16. Tr=p. 

17. The required point divides the distance between the 
two extreme strings in the ratio 13 ; 49, 

13. 1^3 lbs. wt. 20. 18 inches ; 4 inches. 

21. 26|. 22. 

23. He can ascend the whole length. 

24 10^. 
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HARDER MISCELLANEOUS EXAMPLES. 
(Pages 320—332.) 

5. Tlie oentre of tiie inscribed circle. 

6. P divides AD in the ratio 1 : ^3. 

9. The forces are in equilibrium. 

21. flUwt. 28. 5. 

2 

31* where a and b are the lengths of the 

sides of the frame and AP is a?. 

39, At a point distant + - a from the centre of 

the rod, where 2c is the length of the rod, and a is tlio 
distance from the centre of the given point. 

aiufiT^'costt’ of each 

particle, 

44, The difference between the angles of inclination of 
the planes to the horizon mnst be not greater than the sum 
of the angles of friction. 

45v ircosX8in(a-X)coseca, and TT cos X sin X cosec a, 
where JF is the weight of the rod, 

48. The ratio of the depth to the width pf the sash, 

49. j^/3 feet. 

53. The particle will move first, if /iTT > (1 + /**) ti; cos a 
sin a, where a is the inclination of the face of the plane. 

57. The equilibrium will be broken. 

jy 

59- W tan i ; h where W' is the weight of 

the inclined plane. 
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62. 1F=: 10^3; the force is (i) 6^3 lbs. weighty and 

(ii) zero. 



the force is 



lbs. wt.| and (ii) zero. 


65. He must press downwards when £ has raised more 
than half the ladder. 










